
HOUSE...,.No. 350.

[lntroduced, on leave, by Mr. Souther, of Worcester.]

AN ACT
Concerning Truant Children.

1 Sect. 1. Each city and town shall make all need-
-2 ful provisions and arrangements concerning habitual
3 truants, and also concerning children wandering about
4 in the streets or public places of any city or town,
5 having no lawful occupation or business, not attend-
-6 ing school, and growing up in ignorance, between the

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
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7 ages of five and sixteen years ; and also all such by-
-8 laws respecting such children as shall be deemed
-9 most conclusive to the welfare and the good order of
10 such city or town; and there shall be annexed to
11 such by-laws suitable penalties not exceeding twenty
12 dollars, for any one breach provided, that said by-
-13 laws shall be approved by the superior court sitting
14 in the county.

1 Sect. 2. Any minor convicted of living an habit-
-2 ual truant, or any child convicted of wandering about
3 in the streets or public places of any city or town,
4 having no lawful occupation or business, not attend-
-5 ing school, and growing up in ignorance, between the
6 ages of five and sixteen years, may, at the discretion
7 of the justice or court having jurisdiction of the case,
8 instead of the fine mentioned in the first section, be
9 committed to any such institution of instruction,

10 house of reformation, or suitable situation provided
11 for,the purpose, under the authority of the first sec-
-12 tion, for such time, not exceeding ten years, as such
13 justice or court may determine.

1 Sect. 3. The fourth and sixth sections of chapter
2 forty-second of the General Statutes, are hereby
3 repealed.


