
HOUSE... .No. 370.

House of Representatives April 28, 1862.

The Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed by an
Order of the House to consider what, if any, legislation is
required to bring the laws of Massachusetts into such rela-
tion with the Tax measure now before Congress, that persons
who are now selling spirituous liquors in this Commonwealth
may not escape the tax upon such sellers, contemplated in
that measure,

That it being uncertain what form the Tax Bill, now before
Congress, will ultimately assume, they do not find it practi-
cable to express any useful opinion as to the precise question
referred by that Order.

But whatever may be the legislation of Congress on this sub-
ject, the Committee are unanimously of opinion that the sale
of spirituous and intoxicating liquors in this Commonwealth,
howsoever more or less it may be taxed by the United States,
ought not to escape taxation for the benefit of the State,—
whether the inducement of such taxation be regulation or
revenue, and whether the present system of sale be continued
or some other adopted in its stead.

Commomucaltl) of iHassacljusctte.

REPORT:
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The Committee are also of opinion, that the same considera-
tions apply to all tobacco sold in the Commonwealth.

And, with this view, the Committee recommend the accom-
panying Resolves.
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Resolved , That in order to provide for the great additional
expenditure to be devolved on the Commonwealth during the
next fiscal year, by the reimbursement to towns, of money
advanced by them in aid of volunteers, and to provide for any
deficiency of the supplies for the' present fiscal year, it is
expedient to make immediate legislative provision on the
subject.

Resolved, That for this purpose, it is expedient to provide
by law for the levy of a tax, or excise, on the sale of all tobacco,
and all spirituous and intoxicating liquors, sold in the Com-
monwealth.

Resolved ,
That the committee on finance be instructed to

report a Bill for the above purpose.

tHommcmrumltl) of iltassadjusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Two.

RESOLVES.




