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House op Representatives, February 6, 1864.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the Petition
of W. S. Houghton, have had the same under consideration,
and

* REPORT:
*

The prayer of the petitioner gives an exposition of the
position in which he is placed, and from which he asks relief
by legislation. For the better understanding of the case it is
given entire, as follows;

“ To the Honorable the Senate and Home of Representatives, in Gen-
eral Court assembled:

Respectfully represents your petitioner, W. S. Houghton, that he is
the true and lawful owner of six of the Union Fund Bonds of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, for the sum of one thousand dollars
each, which bonds bear the numbers respectively, 72, 1518, 948, 873,
941, 942; that these bonds (together with others which he has since
recovered,) were stolen from him on the night of May sixth, A. D.
1863, and have never been recovered, although he has made diligent
efforts therefor; that said bonds, together with the interest thereon, in
justice and equity belong to him, but that he is informed by the Treas-
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urer of the Commonwealth that he has no authority to pay to your
petitioner said interest or principal unless he is authorized hy your
honorable body:

Wherefore, may it please you to authorize and direct said Treasurer
to pay to your petitioner the interest on said bonds and the principal as
the same may become due, as well as such sums as now are due, upon
his giving satisfactory security for the repayment of the same in case it
shall be required.

W. S. HOUGHTON.”

The following affidavit accompanies the Petition :

I, W. S. Houghton, of Boston, in the county of Suffolk, and Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, on oath depose, and say that on the sixth
day of May, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, I was the owner of the
following described bonds, (and that I have never disposed of the same,)
that they were deposited in the safe of Fogg, Houghton & Co., 64
Pearl Street, Boston, which safe was broken open on the night of the
above-named day, and the bonds stolen therefrom.

The bonds against which is marked recovered, were found the follow-
ing week, upon the person of Joseph Watson, who was arrested in the
city of New York, for attempting to negotiate them, and indicted for

receiving stolen property. Those not marked recovered, have not been
heard from, neither have the coupons been presented at the Treasurer’s
office.

The last coupons collected by me on the sftc missing bonds were those
of January first, 1863.

Eleven one thousand dollars Massachusetts bonds, as follows :

Recovered No. due 1872 Funding Public Debt.
“ 72 “ 1871'

Recovered 430 “ 1874 All
1518 “ 1874 of the

Recovered 589 “ 1875 Union Fund
948 “ 1876

Recovered 859 “ 1876 | Created
873 “ 1876 in

Recovered 895 “ 1876 1861.
941 “ 1876
942 “ 1876

_

I do further depose and say that I have had the above bonds adver-
tised as stolen in the following papers, namely,

Boston Journal, every day, for two weeks, commencing May eight,
1863.
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Boston Transcript, every dayTor two weeks, commencing May 9th,
1863.

Boston Herald, for three consecutive weeks; May Bth to 18th.
Boston Post, for four consecutive weeks ; Nov. 25 to Dec. 16th.
Boston Evening Traveller, 4 weeks, Nov. 25, to Dec. 16, 1863.
New York Journal of Commerce, 3 weeks, commencing May 9,

1863.
Phila. Ledger, 3 weeks, commencing May 21, 1863.
And also distributed circulars, one of which is herewith attached, in

all the prominent cities in the United States and British America.

[Circular.]
$l,OOO REWARD.

The safe of Fogg, Houghton & Co., No. 64 Pearl Street, was
robbed last night, of the following described property: Eleven $l,OOO
Mass. 6 per cent, bonds, numbered and payable as follows :

No. 72 ....... payable, 1871
75 “ 1872

430 “ 1874
1518 “ 1874
589 “ 1875
948 “ 1876
859 “ 1876
873 “ 1876
895 “ 1876
941 “ 1876
942 “ 1876

Also, Four $l,OOO 6 per cent. United States Coupon Bonds :

No. 3227, ..*.... payable, 1881.
5630, “ 1881.
8003, “ 1881.

19182, “ 1881.
Also, 7A> No. 69,716, for $100.) „

. . ,

7A, “ 52,927,“ 50. L.En
p
dori?d

7A, “ 52,928, “ 50. jL- 1 ■ Wright
-

Also, a Lot of Silver Spoons and Table Ware, marked A. F. Q., and
A. F. 11., and S. J. T. Also, One Pearl Necklace, One Gold Bracelet,
and various other articles of personal ornaments, marked as above.

All persons are cautioned in regard to negotiating the above.
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The above reward will be paid for the recovery of the property, or in
proportion to the amount recovered.

FOGG, HOUGHTON, & CO.
Boston, May 7, 1863.

W. S. HOUGHTON.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 22, 1864.
Subscribed and sworn to, before me,

Dan. A. Gleason, Justice of the Peace”

To further prove that Mr. Houghton was owner of the bonds
in question, the following affidavit in relation to their purchase
is submitted:—

“I, Geo. W. P. Riley, of Boston, County of Suffolk, and Common-
wealth ofMassachusetts, on oath, depose and say that I am, and have
been for one year, a member of the firm of Brewster, Sweet & Company,
that said firm sold to William S. Houghton, at various times, prior to
May sixth, eighteen hundred and sixty-three, the following bonds of the
State of Massachusetts:

Six $lOOO, Massachusetts six per cent bonds, numbered and payable
as follows:

No. 72, . . • . . . . payable, 1871.
“ 1518, “ 1874.
“ 873 “ 1876.
“ 941, “ 1876.
“ 942, “ 1876.
“ 948, “ 1876.

GEORGE W. P. RILEY.
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, January 29, 1864.
Subscribed and sworn to, before me,

John Brewster, Justice of the Peace.”

The following affidavit gives the condition of the safe, in which
the Bonds were said to be contained, on the evening before and
the morning after the robbery :

I, William H. Hart, of Boston, county of Suffolk and Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, on oath depose and say, that I am and was on May sixth.
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1863, clerk in the employ of Fogg, Houghton & Co.; that it was my
duty al that time to open the store in the morning and close it at night.
I closed the store on the night of May the sixth, 1863,and locked it
securely as usual; I also saw that the safe was locked, and took both the
key of the safe and that of the store to the house of Mr. A. L. Coolidge,
one of the partners of the firm. On opening the store on the morning of
May seventh, 1863,1 found immediately that the side door had been cut

through and forced open and the safe door broken open. I immediately,
without further examination, and without removing any of the contents

of the safe, relocked the front door, went for Mr. W. S. Houghton, and
returned to the store with him.

WILLIAM 11. HART.
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Suffolk, ss. Boston, Jan. 28, 1864.
Subscribed and sworn to, before me,

Wm. Beals, Justice of the Peace.

It was in testimony before the Committee that a detective
was at once employed. By his advice the advertisement alluded
to in the affidavit of Mr. Houghton was issued, and aided by his
efforts the recovery of part of the Bonds was effected. The
Committee became satisfied as to the fact of the ownership of
the Bonds; that they were stolen and had not been recovered.
The payment of the coupons has been stopped by the State
treasurer, and at this late time it is not likely that they will be
presented, or any clue found for the discovery of the Bonds.

Mr. Houghton being then proven the rightful owner of the
Bonds, it would seem no more than an act of justice that he
should be paid the principal and interest, if it can be done with
safety to the Commonwealth.

In the case of lost Treasury Notes and United States Bonds,
the National Treasury have the following—-

“ Regulations for Settlement of Lost Treasury Notes.
Treasury Department, May 23, 1862.

Where treasury notes are alleged to be lost or destroyed, they can
only be paid after their maturity upon the following proceedings:

1. Proofby affidavit before a magistrate authorized by law to administer
such oaths, showing the time, place, and all other material circumstances
attending the alleged loss or destruction of the notes, together with the



6 [Feb.LOST COMMONWEALTH BONDS.

f

number, date, rate of interest, period to which interest, if any, has been
paid thereon, in whose favor issued, whether indorsed and by whom,
whether the indorsement was made in blank or specially to some person
whose name must be given, with all other necessary particulars in regard
to the ownership and disappearance of the notes.

2. Upon examination of such proof, if found satisfactory, it will be
referred to the First Comptroller to prepare a blank bond of indemnity,
which must be executed by the claimant and his sureties in presence
of a judge or district-attorney of the United States, or of a judge of a
supreme or superior court of a State, by whom the sufficiency of the
sureties for double the sum claimed must be officially certified. Such
bond will contain the condition or stipulation that the signers shall jointly
and severally pay to any person who shall establish a valid claim to the
treasury notes alleged to be lost or destroyed, or any of them, the full
amount of such note or notes, with interest thereon, and also pay to the
United States the amount which shall appear to have been paid to the
claimant by them on account of such notes.

S. In all cases the copy of an advertisement in a newspaper published
at or near the place of the alleged loss or destruction, must be produced,
together with the affidavit of the printer or publisher of such newspaper,
that the advertisement appeared in the same for three consecutive
weeks at least. This copy and affidavit should be forwarded with the
bond of indemnity required.

4. Unless the proof showing the actual destruction of any treasury
note is direct and conclusive, the amount will not be ordered to be settled
in favor of the claimant in less than twelve months from the maturity of
such note, in order to give reasonable opportunity for any possible holder
of such note to present the same for redemption.

S. P. Chase, Secretary of the Treasury.”

In 1849 a request was presented to the legislature of this
Commonwealth for relief in a case similar to the one now
under consideration. The petition and explanation were as
follows, to wit;—

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled.

The undersigned, your memorialists, respectfully represent that certain
Massachusetts Sterling Bonds, being their property, have been lost, and
they therefore pray your honorable bodies that a resolve may be passed
authorizing the issue of Duplicate Bonds, upon the giving by your
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memorialists of such guarantees and securities as may be sufficient and
satisfactory. WARD & CO.

Boston, April 23, 1849. ,

A true copy. Attest: David Pulsifek.

Boston, April 24, 1849.
Erasxtts Hopkins, Esq.,

Dear Sib:—We enclose a petition from Messrs. AVard & Co,, of
New York, asking the legislature to authorize the issuing duplicates of
two Massachusetts Sterling Bonds, which have been lost or stolen. The
principal facts in the case are, that in July, 1848, we were requested to
purchase Massachusetts Sterling Bonds for AVard & Co.: that we did
buy two bonds for £2OO each, Nos. 143 and 144, Letter C, payable in
1871, and enclosed them in a letter, per mail, to AVard & Co., July 15,
1849. After a few days, the letter not having been received, we
advertised them as lost, with the usual caution to the public, notifying
the Treasurer of the Western Railroad not to pay the interest coupons
which fall due April and October; notwithstanding this request the
Treasurer did pay the interest coupons due in October—one of them to
Hamden & Co. (who cannot tell from whom they received it), and the
other to J. W. Clarke & Co., who received it in a letter purporting to
be written by Samuel Taylor, and directing them to remit the amount
to him by an order on their house in New York, to be made payable to
him or hearer: this was done. The draft was presented and paid, but
subsequently a person, calling himself Samuel Taylor, called on Clarke
& Co., said the money did not belong to him, and refunded it. These
circumstances (and others) lead us to think the letter containing the bonds
was stolen. AVe have been very quiet with the hope of detecting the
thief.

We remain, truly yours,
SAMUEL HENSHAAV & SON.

A true copy. Attest: David Pulsifek.

Upon this statement the legislature, without any explana-
tion in the report of the committee, passed the following
Resolve.

[CHAP. 117.]

“Resolve on the Petition of AVard and Company, concerning certain
Sterling Bonds.

Resolved , For reasons set forth in said petition, that the treasurer of
the Commonwealth be, and he hereby is, authorized to issue and deliver
to said petitioners, the following duplicate sterling bonds, in lieu of the
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originals, being lost or stolen, to wit: number one hundred and forty-
three, letter C, for two hundred pounds sterling, payable in the year one
thousand eight hundred and seventy-one, and number one hundred and
forty-four, letter C, for two hundred pounds sterling, payable in the
year one thousand eight hundred aad seventy-one; each of said dupli-
cate bonds, issued as aforesaid, to bear coupons of interest, payable on
the first day of April, one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine and
thereafter, in usual form : provided, however, that upon the issue of said
duplicate bonds, as aforesaid, the treasurer shall receive, from said
petitioners, such guarantees and securities as shall, by said treasurer, be
deemed sufficient and satisfactory to secure the Commonwealth against
the payment of the original bonds, in lieu of which the duplicates afore-
said are issued. [Approved hy the Governor, May 2, 1849.] ”

The Committee, therefore, following the example of the
National Government and of previous legislation of this State,
and believing that the precedent will not be a dangerous one to
the Commonwealth, and that it is demanded by the circum-
stances of the case, recommend the adoption of the following
Resolve,

MOSES KIMBALL, Chairman,
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RESOLVE
Upon the Petition of W. S. Houghton.

Resolved
,

That the treasurer of the Commonwealth is
hereby authorized and directed to pay to W. S. Houghton the
interest now due, and the principal and further interest as they
may become due, upon certain bonds of the Commonwealth,
described by said Houghton in his petition, and alleged to have
been stolen from him, upon his furnishing to said treasurer,
from time to time, sufficient security for the repayment of all
sums so paid, upon demand by said treasurer, made at the
request of any person establishing, to the satisfaction of said
reasurer, a legal right to the same.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Four.

(Hommomucaltl) of ittassarljusctts.
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