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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of
Massachusetts in legislature assembled:

MEMORIAL

OF THE

BOSTON BOARD OF TRADE.

At the last meeting of the government of this board, the
letter of Charles L. Flint, Secretary of the Board of Agricul-
ture, to His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth,
on the subject of “ Pleuro-pneumonia,” was referred to the
undersigned for such action thereon as, upon reflection, should
be deemed advisable.

It cannot be expected that the members of this board are
personally acquainted with the facts of the case, or are com-
petent to suggest the measures which should be adopted in the
premises. In addressing this memorial to your honorable
bodies, therefore, wc depend upon the statements of Mr. Flint,
and of other gentlemen whose investigations have been exten-
sive, and whose conclusions in our judgment authorize, and
even demand, legislative action.

Seldom enough do we interfere in matters not exclusively
commercial, but, on the present occasion, we feel justified in
departing from our common rule.
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The question of “ Pleuro-pneumonia ” is one which concerns
the people of Boston and of other cities of the Commonwealth
as well as the farmers in the country towns ; for, if the repre-
sentations on the subject be true, the consumers of meats and
the products of the dairy are liable to be poisoned. And,
should the disease increase, the commerce of the State cannot
but be impaired.

In behalf of this board, then, we respectfully and earnestly
petition your honorable bodies to appropriate a sum of money
to be expended in such manner as in your wisdom may be
deemed best, in further endeavors to exterminate this formi-
dable enemy. And since Boston bears about one-third part of
the expenditures of the State, we venture to ask that the appro-
priation may be ample, even liberal.

As in duty bound we ever pray.

J. C. CONVERSE, President.
LORENZO SABINE, Secretary.

Office Board of Trade, Boston, March 1, 1864.
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