
HOUSEr. ... No. 215.

House op Representatives, March 31, 1864.

The Committee on the Reimbursement of Military Bounties
and Amendments of the Valuation Act, to whom was referred
the several Petitions of the Selectmen of Nantucket, the
Selectmen and Assessors of Mattapoisett, and the Petition of
Bartholomew Taber and (Id others, inhabitants of the town
of Fairhaven, for relief to their respective towns in the
matter of State valuation, make the following

REPO RT:

That the State valuation in 1860, of the town of
Nantucket, was ......$8,875,598

And that the valuation of said town by the assess-
ors of the town, in 1863, as appears by the
Aggregates of Polls, Property, Taxes, &c., pre-
pared by the Secretary of State and presented
for the use of the legislature, (Public Document,
No. 42 of the year 1863,) was .... 2,385,235

Showing a loss from the State valuation of 1860 of $1,490,363

Tiiat the valuation of the real and personal prop-
erty of the town of Nantucket, in 1860, by the
assessors of the town, was .... 3,881,037

From which deducting the sum of . . . 2,385,235
the valuation of the assessors in 1863, leaves . $1,495,802

(fommcnuucaltl) of illossadiusctts.



3 [Mar.STATE VALUATION.

as the loss from 1860 to 1863, as appears by the
above aggregates, or something more than 38
per cent, on the assessors’ valuation of 1860.

That the State valuation, in 1860, of Mattapoisett,
was, $815,890

And the valuation of the assessors of the town, in
1863, as appears by the above aggregates, the
sum of 618,710

Showing a loss in 1863, from the State valuation
of 1860, of $197,180

That the valuation of the assessors of the town of
Mattapoisett, in 1860, was .... 881,183

Deducting the valuation by the town assessors of
1863, amounting to .

. . . .
. 618,710

leaves a loss since 1860 of .... $262,473
or more than 29 per cent, on the assessors’
valuation for 1860.

That the State valuation of Pairhaven, in 1860,
was $3,596,609

And the assessors’ valuation in 1863 w'as . . 1,961,900
Showing a loss in 1863 from the State valuation of :

1860 of . $1,634,709

That the valuation of the town assessors, in 1860,
was . .......3,162,300
from which deduct the valuation by the assess-
ors, in 1863, of ......1,961,900
leaves the sum of ..... $1,200,400
as the loss in valuation from 1860 to 1863, or
38 per cent, on the assessors’ valuation of 1860.

Your Committee will further state that a table of loss and
gain of every town and city in this Commonwealth, from 1861
to 1863, according to the above mentioned aggregates, has been
prepared for the use of the Committee, and has been carefully
examined by them, and that they have investigated the subject
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matter referred to them to the best of their ability, and are
convinced that great changes are going on in this Common-
wealth, and that while the taxable property in some towns is
being increased, in others it is being very much diminished.
They are aware that much of the change in the valuation of
some of the towns may be attributed to the diversity of the
judgment of the several assessors ; but they do not think that
the entire change can, by any means, be wholly accounted for
in this way. The Committee are also unanimously of the opin-
ion that the system of decennial State valuation, which
answered well enough when State taxes were rarely laid, or, if
laid, were of little account, is not, in the present condition of
affairs, a just system, or one that should be retained when large
sums are to be annually raised by the State by taxation.

In this connection a table of the amount of State taxes, from
1880 to 1864, and including the sumreported by the Committee
on Finance for the year 1864, is herewith given.

From 1830 to 1852, inclusive, there were four State taxes,
each for the sum of $75,000, namely, in 1881 and 1832 and in
1844 and 1845.

In 1853, the Tax was .....$300,000 00
1854, “ “ 300,000 00
1855, “ 450,000 00
1856, “ “ -600,000 00
1857, “ “ 900,000 00
1859, “ 360,000 00
1860, “ 250,000 00
1861, “

. 300,000 00
1862, “ 1,797,516 00
1863, “ 2,390,568 00
1864, the Committee on Finance report that

there should be a tax for 1864, of . . 2,396,463 00

Various plans were suggested to the Committee, which were
as follows:—That the assessors of the towns should be required
to make the returns, which they are now required by chapter
167, of the Acts of 1861, to make, on or before the first day of
October, 1865, and that the legislature of 1865 should make a
new State valuation. Another, that there should be a trien-



4 [Mar.STATE VALUATION.

nial valuation by a committee of the legislature, sitting in the
vacation, the present legislature to appoint a committee on
valuation, to commence its session the first of October next.
A third plan was that the State tax for 1864 should be assessed
on the assessors’ returns for the year 1863, and that subsequent
annual taxes should be made on the assessors’ returns for the
preceding year.

The fourth and last plan was, that a committee of the legis-
lature should be appointed to make a new valuation, to com-
mence its session the first of October, 1864, and the legislature
of 1866 and subsequent legislatures should annually thereafter,
at the commencement of each session, appoint a valuation
committee, who should, by the aid of the preceding State val-
uation, the assessors’ returns, and other sources of information,
annually, during the session, make a new State valuation.

All of the Committee were of the opinion, that the assessors’
returns should be made October Ist, 1864, as above stated, but
no plan met the approval of all of the Committee. The bill
herewith presented, in conformity with the first plans named,
met the approval of the majority of the Committee, and was
ordered by them to be reported. The Committee have devoted
much time and thought to the subject committed to them, and
are aware that there are many difficulties attending its consid-
eration. That there should be a change in the system they
can have no doubt. ‘

'

The attention of the legislature is earnestly called to the
subject, and gentlemen of the legislature are respectfully invited
to aid in perfecting the bill reported, or some other bill, so that
there may be a more equitable system of State valuation.

All which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the Com-
mittee.

GILES H. WHITNEY.
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AN ACT
To provide for the Valuation of the Property of the

Commonwealth.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The assessors of the several cities and
2 towns in the Commonwealth for the year one thou-
-3 sand eight hundred and sixty-four shall, on or before
4 the first day of October next, deposit in the office of
5 the secretary, a certified copy under oath of the
6 assessors’ books and tables of aggregates for the said
7 year, and the secretary shall, on or before the first day
8 of May, furnish duplicate copies of blank books to
9 the cities and towns for the foregoing purposes.

1 Sect. 2. A committee of the legislature for the
2 year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-five shall

vjtommonujcaltl) of illassadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Four.
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3 be appointed, to consist of five members of the senate
4 and nine members of the house of representatives
5 whose duty it shall be to examine the returns of
6 assessors and ascertain if they be just and correct,
7 and report to the said legislature, and the said legis-
-8 lature shall thereupon determine the valuation of the
9 estates and polls of the Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 3. If the assessors of any city or town shall
2 neglect to comply with the requirements of this
3 act, each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit a sum
4 not exceeding two hundred dollars.

•

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


