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Executive Department Boston, April 2, 1864,

To the Honorable, the House of Representatives:

I have the honor to transmit to the General Court a commu-
nication, addressed to me by his Excellency, the Governor of
Maine, with the accompanying copy of Resolves adopted by
the legislature of that State, “ inviting the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts to cooperate with Maine in extending aid to a
military road from Bangor to St. John River.” Being thus
advised that three distinguished citizens of Maine, Edward Kent,
John Hubbard and Israel Washburn, Jr., Esquires, have been
appointed, in compliance with these Resolves, to be commis-
sioners to present to the government of Massachusetts the
views entertained by the government of Maine upon this subject,
I therefore respectfully suggest that the subject be referred to
an appropriate committee of the General Court, with authority
to hear the commissioners and to report at the present session.

JOHN A. ANDREW.

Commomucnltl) of iHnoßotliuotUs,
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Executive Department, Augusta, April 1, 1864.

To his Excellency John A. Andrew, Governor Commonwealth
of Massachusetts:

Sir,—I have the honor herewith to transmit to your Excel-
lency a copy of Resolves passed by the legislature of Maine,
March 25,1864, “ inviting the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
to cooperate with Maine in extending aid to a military road
from Bangor to St. John River,” and to inform you that, in
compliance therewith, I have appointed, as commissioners,
Honorablcs Edward Kent, John Hubbard and Israel Wash-
burn, Jr.

I am, Sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

SAM’L CONY, Governor of Maine.

State of Paine
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Resolve, inviting the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to
cooperate with Maine, in extending aid to a Military Road
from Bangor to the St. John River.

Whereas, by the act of separation of Maine from Massachu-
setts, approved June nineteenth, in the year of our Lord
eighteen hundred and nineteen, the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts retained one-half of all the public lands lying within
the then District of Maine,—which had merely a nominal value
at the time Maine became an independent State,—which lands,
from the care, oversight and guardianship of the same by the
State of Maine, became of great value, from the proceeds of
the sales of which, to individual purchasers, large sums of
money accrued to the treasury of Massachusetts, before the
sale of her interests therein to the State of Maine ; and

Whereas, the State of Maine did, on the fifth day of October,
in the the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-three,
purchase all the remaining rights of the State of Massachusetts,
in and to the lands, to her belonging, lying in the State of
Maine, for the sum of one hundred and twelve thousand five
hundred dollars in money, and two hundred and fifty thousand
dollars in five per cent, bonds of the State of Maine; and

Whereas, the people of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
especially those of the eastern part of said State, and of the
city of Boston, have a great, if not an equal interest, with the
people of Maine in the settlement of the northern and north-
eastern sections of Maine, and in the growth and prosperity of
this State,—and will be directly benefited by the extension of
railways to the northeastern frontier, and to the British Prov-
inces ; and

Stale of ||lante.
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Whereas, the people of Maine are desirous of securing a
military railroad from the city of Bangor to the northeastern
boundary; and of obtaining aid from Congress toward the
accomplishment of said undertaking. And the State of Maine
proposes to grant all the aid in its power to the parties who
shall carry out said work, and assign to the European and
North American Railway Company, all its claim on the United
States Government, which occurred prior to the year of our
Lord eighteen hundred and sixty ; and

Whereas, these claims are of little or no value in the present
aspect of public affairs, but may be made useful as an induce-
ment to aid a work of military necessity; and

Whereas, The military necessities of the country now call for
a railroad from Bangor to the St. John River, and the general
government, through the officer in charge of the military depart-
ment of the east, has expressed an earnest opinion in favor of
this measure. Therefore—

Resolved, That the Commonwealth of Massachusetts be
respectfully invited to cooperate with Maine in its efforts to
construct said railroad; and, for this purpose, to assign and
transfer the claims jointly held by her with Maine on the govern-
ment of the United States, to aid the construction of the Euro-
pean and North American Railway from the city of Bangor to
the St. John River and to the boundary of New Brunswick, and
also the unpaid balance of the bonds or certificates of indebted-
ness given by the State of Maine as the consideration of the
purchase of said lands, dated October fifth, eighteen hundred
and fifty-three, now amounting to two hundred and twenty-five
thousand dollars, and interest.

Resolved, That the Governor be authorized and requested to
appoint three commissioners for this State, to present this appli-
cation to the authorities of Massachusetts.

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolu-
tions be transmitted by his Excellency the Governor of Maine
to the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In the House of Representatives, March 25,1864. Read and
passed.

NELSON DINGLEY, Jr., Speaker.
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lii Senate, March 25, 1864. Read and passed.

GEORGE B. BARROWS, President.

March 25, 1864. Approved. SAM’L CONY.

STATE fOP MAINE.

Office op Secretary op State, \

Augusta, April 1, 1864. J
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the original

as deposited in this office.
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and

affixed the seal of the State, at Augusta, this first day of
April, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hun-
dred and sixty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States, the eighty-eighth.

JAMES H. COCHRANE,
Deputy Secretary of State.
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