
HOUSE No. 237

House op Representatives, April 6, 1864.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Petition of Samuel Souther and three hundred and forty-one
others, citizens of Worcester, “ for an Act enabling citizens of
Massachusetts in the volunteer service of the United States to
vote in the State and national elections,” have considered the
same, and as, in their opinion, no such Act can be passed with-
out a change in the existing provisions of the constitution of
this Commonwealth, they report the accompanying Resolve.

Per order,

JB. H. SMITH.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Four.

RESOLVE

To secure the Elective Franchise to the Voters of this Common-
wealth, absent therefrom in the Military and Naval Service of
the United States.

Resolved, By both houses, (the same being agreed to by a
majority of the senators, and two-thirds of the members of the
house of representatives present and voting thereon,) that it
is expedient to alter the constitution of this Commonwealth,
by adopting the subjoined article of amendment, and that the
same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the journals of both
houses, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and referred to
the general court next to be chosen, and that the same be
published, to the end, that if agreed to by the general court
next to be chosen, in the manner provided by the constitution,
it may be submitted to the people for their approval and ratifi-
cation, in order that it may become a part of the constitution
of this Commonwealth.
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ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

1 Any qualified voter of this Commonwealth who
2 shall be absent therefrom in the actual military or
3 naval service of the United States on the day appointed
4 by law for holding a general election within this
5 Commonwealth, or on any day appointed by law for
6 holding a special election for choice of any officer
7 that may be voted for at a general election, shall be
8 entitled, at such times, to vote as fully as if present at
9 his place of residence.




