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House of Representatives, April 12, 1864.

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred an Order “ to
consider the expediency of repealing chapter 239 of the
Acts of 1863, entitled, ‘An Act relating to an Annual
Abstract of Public Documents and Reports,’” have attended
to that duty, and

The history of the Act is somewhat remarkable. By an
examination of the papers accompanying the bill, it appears
that it was introduced on leave in the Senate of 1863, during
the hurry of business on one of the last few days of the session.
It was referred to the Committee on Printing, who the next day
reported a new draft, in which some of the more objectionable
features were omitted. The report was accepted, and, of
course, the new draft became the one to be acted upon. By
some oversight, however, the indorsements were placed upon
the original paper, which passed the several stages, and became
the law. Hence, an Act passed in haste against the express
intent of, at least, one branch of the legislature.

With time to have carefully considered the subject, it is
hardly probable that it would have been entertained at all.
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The provisions of the Act are as broad as the universe. The
Secretary of the Commonwealth may, under its provisions,
employ hundreds of clerks to prepare abstracts, print hun-
dreds of volumesannually. He is not only required to prepare
“ annually a tabular abstract of each of the public documents
and reports of the year next preceding, so far as the same may-
be practicable,” but he may also prepare and print “ such other
tables, notes and explanations as will illustrate the general
financial and industrial condition of the Commonwealth, the
condition of the several public charitable and penal institu-
tions, and such other statistical information relating to the
Commonwealth and its institutions, as he may deem practicable
and valuable for reference.”

The reasons assigned in favor of the Act, are that “ many
persons desire such an abstract,” and that “it will be very
convenient for ready reference.” As the abstract is to accom-
pany the very documents from which it is compiled, and
“ deemed a public document,” and take precedence in the
numbering and arrangement of the same, and as it cannot be
completed till after the expiration of the session of the
legislature, it is not seen how it can be of sufficient impor-
tance to warrant the necessary expense, which, under the most
favorable circumstances, cannot be moderate, and may be made
to extend to an almost fabulous amount. If the information
contained in the public documents is all that is desired, it will
not be difficult to obtain it more fully from the documents
themselves, to which access is always easy. If tabulating is
to go further, the question arises how far such a course is
expedient, and also whether it is proper that so large and
general a power should remain upon the statutes as is given by
the Act in question. The committee think not. So far as
relates to “ the condition of the several public charitable and
penal institutions,” that duty is already in the charge of the
Secretary of the Board of State Charities.

That “ many persons desire such an abstract,” is doubtless
true, but that the State should be at the expense of costly
books to fill private libraries, is not thought proper or expe-
dient. The cost of collating, printing and binding, paid
the Commonwealth, is annually very large. Many thousand
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dollars, the Committee believe, is expended for that which is
unnecessary, and much that is useless. For the purpose of
economizing in this respect, and believing that the interests of
the Commonwealth will not suffer by a repeal of the Act, a
Bill for that purpose is herewith submitted.

MOSES KIMBALL, Chairman.
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Four.

AN ACT
Repealing Chapter Two Hundred and Thirty-nine of

Acts of Eighteen Hundred and Sixty-three.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Chapter two hundred and thirty-nine of acts of
2 eighteen hundred and sixty-three is hereby repealed.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
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