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House of Representatives April 21, 1864.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the Mes-
sage from his Excellency, the Governor, transmitting the com-
munication of his Excellency, the Governor of Maine, and a
copy of the Resolves adopted by the legislature of that State,
“inviting the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to cooperate
with Maine in extending aid to a military road from Bangor to
St. John River,” have heard the Commissioners appointed by
the State of Maine “to present this application to the author-
ities of Massachusetts,” and also the council for the European
and North American Railway Company in behalf of the appli-
cation, and have carefully considered the subject.

The Committee are impressed with the great advantages
which will be secured to the agricultural, manufacturing and
commercial interests of the State of Maine, by the proposed
railroad, upon the completion of which there will exist unbroken
and unobstructed lines of transportation from every part of that
State reached by railroads connected with its great centres of
business, through the British Provinces of New Brunswick and
Nova Scotia, to the city of Halifax. They also think that the
establishment of an unbroken line of railway, by which troops
and munitions of war may be transported without the delays of
transhipment and of diverse modes of carriage, to the north-
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eastern portion of the Union, would be of sufficient importance
to the military defence of the country to call loudly upon the
Federal Government to extend liberal aid to the enterprise.

That Massachusetts would be benefitted in some measure by
the proposed railroad seems to the Committee to be evident, as
there can scarcely be a public improvement for the development
of the resources and trade of the country in the advantages of
which she would not participate in common with the other
States of the Union ; and in this case, perhaps, she would share
more largely than the States more distant from the proposed
improvement. But at this time, when the burdens incident
upon the war are pressing upon her consideration the retrench-
ment of her liberality to her charitable institutions, and restric-
tions of the aid she is called upon to render to projected public
improvements within her own borders, it behooves her to be
cautious of diverting her present on prospective resources to aid
enterprises benefitting her interests only remotely and in com-
mon with the general prosperity of other States, not called upon
for assistance.

The Committee are of the opinion that the railroad which
we are invited to cooperate with the State of Maine in aiding,
presents no such immediate and special advantages to this
State as to justify this legislature in granting the assistance
asked for ; especially as the railroads of our State are effectu-
ally barred by the existing law of Maine, which controls the
guage ofall the railroads in that State west of Portland, from
forming a connection with the proposed railroad for the trans-
portation of freight without transhipment, an item which the
business interests of the country now feel to be essential to the
economy of railroad carriage.

The Committee therefore report that it is inexpedient to leg-
islate upon the subject.

JAMES M. STONE.

order of the Committee,


