
HOUSE... .No. 320.

House op Representatives, April 29, 1864.

The Committee on Manufactures, to whom was recommitted
the Bill in addition to an Act to incorporate the Type-Setting
Machine Company, with instructions to report all the facts
necessary for an understanding of the case, have carefully
considered the same, and submit the following
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On the 30th day of January, the Committee reported a bill

changing the name of the Type-Setting Machine Company to the
Type-Setting and Justifying Machine Company, and authorizing
the said company to receive a valid assignment of patents before
the whole amount necessary for commencing business should
be paid in. This latter clause was objected to, and the bill was
laid upon the table. It was afterwards called up, and being
again objected to, was referred back to the Committee. The
Committee have investigated the affairs of the company and its
prospects, and are satisfied that the stockholders are men of the
first respectability, who mean to develope a valuable invention
until it becomes generally adopted in that branch of industry
which it is designed to facilitate. We have listened to the testi-
mony of several practical printers, who acknowledged that they
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were skeptical before examining the machine and witnessing the
operation of the various parts, and they were uniformly of the
opinion, that its general adoption was but a question of the
time necessary to build a sufficient number of the machines to
meet an already existing demand.

The petitioners have shown us specimens of the work done by
the machine, and have given us every facility,—asking only a
full and fair investigation. Under the circumstances the
Committee believe that no harm would arise in this case from
the passage of the bill as originally reported; but as the latter
clause is objectionable, and may be dangerous as a precedent,
and in this case is not essential to the success of the company,
the Committee report a bill authorizing only a change of name,
which the petitioners have always regarded as the chief reason
for coming before the legislature. They asked for the liberty
to take a valid assignment of patents now, merely as a more
convenient method of securing their property than an existing
contract with the inventor to make the assignment at some
future time. But a change of name is desirable, since there
have been quite a number of attempts to compose and dis-
tribute type by machinery, while this is the first instance in
which a machine has been produced, or even attempted, that
will accurately justify lines of type.

The Committee report the bill in a new draft.

Per order,

FREDERIC HOLTON, Chairman.
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AN ACT
To change the Name of the Type-Setting Machine

Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The Type-Setting Machine Company
2 shall hereafter be known as the Type-Setting and
3 Justifying Machine Company.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Four.




