
HOUSE No. 391.

House of Representatives May 13, 1861.

The Committee on Federal Relations, who were instructed by
an Order of the 23d of April, to “ report resolutions memo-
rializing Congress for the speedy enactment of the law
equalizing the pay of the colored soldiers,”

That the laws of the United States already provide for the
same pay to all soldiers of equal grade in the military service,
without distinction of race, color, or descent; and whatever
may have been heretofore practiced, it may now be taken
to be officially determined that the law is hereafter to be so
interpreted and administered. The recent letter of the
attorney-general of the United States, relative to the refusal
of a paymaster to pay the chaplain of the 54th regiment of
Massachusetts Volunteers more than ten dollars a month, on
account of his color, clearly indicates what the law is, as well
as what is to be the policy of the government. In this letter he
says;—“ I do not know that any rule pf law, constitutional
or statutory, ever prohibited the acceptance, organization and
muster, of persons of African descent, into the military service
of the United States, as enlisted men or volunteers.” In rela-
tion to the law of 17th of July, 1862, which provided for the
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payment of ten dollars a month to colored persons, he says :
“ The Act was not intended, in my opinion, either to authorize
the employment, or fix the pay of any persons of African
descent, except those who might be needed to perform the
humblest offices of labor and service for which they might be
found competent.” He gives his opinion, “ that the paymaster
should have paid Mr. Harrison his full pay as chaplain of a
volunteer regiment,” and in conclusion, advises the president
as follows :

—“ Your attention having been specially called to
the wrong done in this case, I am also of opinion that your
constitutional obligation to take care that the laws be faithfully
executed, makes it your duty to direct the secretary of war to
inform the officers of the pay department of the army that such
is your view of the law, and I do not doubt that it will be
accepted by them as furnishing the correct rule for their
action.”

As, therefore, no further legislation by Congress is necessary
to secure equality of pay to colored soldiers, the Committee ask
to be discharged from the further consideration of the subject.

JAMES M. STONE.

House of Representatives, May 18,1864.

Accepted.
Sent up for concurrence.

W. S. Robinson, Clerk.

Senate, May 13, 1864.

Concurred.
S. N. Gifford, Clerk.
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