
HOUSE No. 2.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The Commissioners on Contagious Diseases among Cattle, in
submitting their Report, congratulate the people of the Com-
monwealthupon theprobable extinction of the disease, (no case
having come to their knowledge since October, I860,) which but
a few years since threatened to be of so serious a character, viz.,
pleuro-pneumonia.

The Commissioners have been called to several towns during
the past year to examine diseased animals, yet not a case of
contagious pleuro-pneumonia has been found.

A concise history of the disease since its first appearance in
Mr. Chenery’s herd in Belmont to the present time, is deemed
of sufficient importance to warrant its insertion in this Report.

In the latter part of May, 1859, four cattle arrived from Hol-
land and were taken to the farm ofMr. Chenory. Two of them
were sick, and in a few days died. Another soon after sickened
and died. At the time of the death of the third, three calves
were sold to go to North Brookfield, one of which was taken to
the herd of a dealer for treatment, being sick. The dealer,
trading in cattle, as usual, soon disseminated the disease far and
wide.

In the following April an Act was passed “ to provide for the
extirpation of the disease called pleuro-pneumonia among
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cattle,” which gave the commissioners power to cause to be
killed all cattle in herds where the disease was known or sus-
pected to exist. The disease had, at the time of the passage of
the Act, been extensively scattered, and in a short time the
appropriation ($10,000,) was absorbed. A larger number of
cattle having been exposed than was at first estimated, an extra
session of the legislature was called to revise the law, and to
provide the means of executing it. A new law was enacted,
and received the sanction of the executive on the 12th of June.

No new outbreak of the disease occurred during that year,
nor in that locality, as far as is known, to the present time.
The number of cattle killed was nine hundred and thirty-two.

For more than a year nothing was heard of pleuro-pneumonia.
In fact, those most directly interested were confident that the
disease was extirpated. Early in the following winter, however,
it was reported that it existed in the towns of Milton, Dorchester
and Quincy.

A board of commissioners was appointed, who, upon investi-
gation, found it to be too true. A pair of cattle was purchased
at Brighton, which were taken to Quincy, and both died. No
further history of them could be learned, as it was impossible to
identify them; but the spread of the disease could in every
instance be traced to contact with the animals in the herd in
which they were at the time of their death, as shown in report
of that year. The number killed during the year was one
hundred and fifty-four.

For several months the commissioners felt confident that the
disease was eradicated. In February, 1863, the commissioners
were called to examine sick cattle in the north part of Waltham
—also in Lexington. It proved to be pleuro-pneumonia, and
its origin was directly traced to a dealer, and from the sale of
cattle by him to eight different herds. The appropriation
($1,000,) was soon exhausted, consequently the commissioners
resigned.

The selectmen of several towns wore called upon to execute
the law, which, (some of them at least,) reluctantly did, yet the
disease still prevailed. Accordingly the present board of
Commissioners was appointed in April, 1864.

It was found that several herds were affected, and that the
origin of the disease was in Lexington or that immediate
vicinity. Seventy-four cattle were killed during the year.
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lii 1865 but three herds were found affected with the disease,
from which four animals were killed.

The legislature at its last session, iu a proviso to the Resolve
allowing the sum of twenty thousand dollars to the use of the
Commissioners, require them to make investigation and report
upon the curability of the disease.

No cases of the disease having come before the board the past
year, they were of course unable to comply with the request, and
can only refer, for information on this subject, to the report of
last year, on the experiment made by the Commissioners during
the years of 1864 and 1865.

The uniform course of the present board has been to isolate
all herds they have found affected with the disease, and such
other cattle as had in any way been exposed to diseased herds,
to kill such as they were satisfied had the disease to that extent
as to make them useless to the owner, and, in hut few instances,
only such. The result of our action contrasts favorably with
that of Great Britain in the management heretofore of contagious
diseases among cattle.

In Great Britain, during the past two years, public attention
has been diverted from pleuro-pneumonia to the more terrible
disease, rinderpest.

We here quote from Prof. McCall’s introductory lecture before
the class of veterinary students, November 6th of the present
year, at Glasgow, Scotland, to show thatpleuro-pneumonia is still
making its ravages among the cattle of that country ;

“For upwards of twenty years this country has annually lost thou-
sands of cattle from one contagious disease alone, viz , pleuro-pneumonia,
and at the present moment it is busy among our herds. One gentleman
present has lost twenty-two out of a herd of thirty-five; and a few
weeks ago I was consulted by a farmer who had lost twelve out of
twenty, and now the disease has appeared among his young stock. The
number of deaths in these instances is appalling, and the loss, directly
and indirectly, cannot be estimated at less than £9OO or £l.OOO.

“ The plague has drained the pockets of farmers and dairymen of
thousands sterling; but thank Providence we are now free of the
disease in this country. Pleuro-pneumonia has drained our pockets of
millions of pounds, and she is still in our midst, the great enemy of our
stock. * * * * * Use the means 1 have indicated, and the
means which the plague has taught us to be of benefit in controlling
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contagious diseases, and if the contagious pleuro-pneumonia of cattle
now decimating our stock is not thereby extinguished—‘ stamped out ’

—its operations will be so curtailed, that the losses resulting to stock-
holders from the presence of the disease will sit light upon their
shoulders.

“Prof. Simonds, in his introductory address, delivered at the Veter-
inary College in London, in October, says :

‘ From this time the disease
called rinderpest spread in all directions, the attacks gradually rising
until they reached, in the week ending February 17th, 1866, the alarm-
ing number of 15,706. The first order in council was dated July 14th,
1865, and from that period until now, order has succeeded order, with
more or less influence in checking the progress of the malady, and
providing for the altered state of things arising out of its existence.

“ ‘ The passage of the Cattle Plague Act was, however, the real cause
of the diminution of the cases which has since taken place, and which
emboldens us to hope that ere long the disease will be entirely extermi-
nated. For the first time in the history of the visitation the attacks
were returned as under 100 for the week ending September Ist, 99
being the exact number reported by the inspectors.’
He quotes £ from the official returns the amount of loss which England
herself, apart from other parts of Great Britain, has sustained. The
total attacks are returned as 198,406. The animals killed, (diseased,)
amount to 77,508; those which died to 90,415 ; the recovered to
21,589 ; and the unaccounted for to 8,894. Besides which, no less than
38,356 have been slaughtered healthy, to prevent the spread of the
malady. These figures are truly formidable; but they fail to show a
tithe part of the distress and ruin which has been brought on hundreds
of thriving and industrious farmers and cattle-owners by this dreadful
visitation.’

“In speaking of Scotland, he says : ‘lt appears from the official
returns that the attacks in Scotland amount to 46,861, being 4.841 per
cent, of the entire stock of the country.’

“In Ireland hut fifty cattle were exposed to the disease ; twenty-nine
were attacked and either died or were killed, and twenty-one were
slaughtered healthy.

“ Nothing can show more clearly the propriety of the ‘ stamping-out
process ’ than this result. In it we have a parallel with what took place
in France, where only 43 animals, healthy and diseased, were sacrificed
to the pole-axe, the country being thereby freed from the plague.”

The Cattle Plague Act alluded to above, resembles the law
passed by the legislature of Massachusetts at the extra session,
in its general features ; and the course adopted by the author-
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ities of Great Britain, in relation to rinderpest, is similar to that
taken by the present hoard of Commissioners in Massachusetts
in relation to pleuro-pneumonia.

Prof. Simonds further says that a focus of the disease still
exists; consequently the law passed by Congress, preventing the
landing of any cattle from foreign seaports, should be continued
in force.

We append to this Report a statement of the entire expendi-
ture by the State of Massachusetts for the extirpation of the
disease since its commencement in 1860, obtained from the
treasurer’s books, which is $67,511.08. In addition to this
amount, the several towns where the disease has been found
have paid one-fifth of the cost of isolation, and of the appraised
value of all the cattle killed, amounting to a sum which wo
estimate at $lO,OOO. (There is no printed report of the number
of cattle killed by order of the selectmen of towns in 1868.)

The amount paid from the treasury on account of pleuro-
pneumonia is as follows :

In 1860, $28,733 21
1861, 14,118 43
1862, 4,525 86
1863, 6,657 32
1864, 7,467 07
1865, 5,622 84
1866, 386 35

$67,511 08

E. P. THAYER,
CHAS. P. PRESTON,
F. D. LINCOLN,

Commissioners.
December 28th, 1866.




