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House of Representatives, January 15,1867.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Petition of Yiall Medbury and 244 others, legal voters of
the towns of Berkley, Dighton and Seekonk, for a re-district-
ing of the sth, 6th, Bth and 9th representative districts of
the County of Bristol, have considered the same so far as
seemed proper so to do, and

That it was represented on behalf of the petitioners, that the
above districts are now arranged as follows :

District No. 5.
Seekonk, 223 voters.
Rehoboth, 420 “

Dighton, ...... 344 “

Berkley, ...... 228 “

1,215 “

One representative
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2 [Jan.LEAVE TO WITHDRAW.

District No. G.
Somerset, 385 voters.
Swansea, 312 “

Freetown, ...... 358 “

1,055 “

One representative.

District No. 8.
Westport, . . . . . .769 voters.

One representative.

District No. 9.
Dartmouth, 777 voters.

One representative.

It was claimed on behalf of the petitioners that the above
named towns might have been so districted as to remedy the
obvious inequality in representation by the following arrange-
ment, complying with all the provisions of the Constitution, as
to contiguity of towns in the same district:—

Rehoboth, 420 voters.
Seekonk, 223 “

Swansea, 312 “

955 “

One representative.

Dighton, 344 voters.
Somerset, ...... 385 “

Berkley, 228 “

957 “

Ono representative.

Westport, 769 voters.
Dartmouth, 777 “

Freetown, 858 “

1,904 “

Two representatives, or one representative for 952 voters,
and thus securing almost exact equality of representatives.



31867.] HOUSE—No. 12.

The Committee see clearly how great the inequality under
the present arrangement is, and how readily it might be
remedied if the legislature had the power to revise the question,
but they are of opinion that, under the 21st article of amend-
ment to the Constitution the division of the counties into rep-
resentative districts, is intrusted to the county commissioners,
or to a board of special commissioners to be provided for by
law. No power is given to the legislature to revise the doings
of the county commissioners. The Committee are therefore of
opinion that the legislature cannot afford a remedy for the evil
complained of and recommend that the petitioners have leave
to withdraw.

H. JEWELL, Chairman,

order of the Committee,




