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House op Representatives, February 27, 1867.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
Petition of James B. Blake, mayor of the city of Worcester,
have duly considered the same, and report the accompanying
Bill.

Per order,

P. EMORY ALDRICH.
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AN ACT
Concerning Sewers and Drains in the City of Worcester.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The city council of the city of Worcester
2 may lay, make and maintain in said city all such
3 drains and common sewers as they shall adjudge to
4 be for the public health or convenience, and may
5 repair the same, from time to time, whenever neces-
-6 sary; and the said city and the citizens thereof shall
7 have the same rights, and be subject to the same lia-
-8 bilities, as if the same had been laid, made or main-
-9 tained under the provisions of chapter forty-eight of

10 the General Statutes, except as hereinafter provided.

€cimmoniDcaltl) of iWaosacljuoctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-
Seven.

1 Sect. 2. The city council of said city may fix the
2 boundaries of Mill Brook, Lincoln Brook, Austin



1867.] 8HOUSE—No. 146.

3 Street Brook, Hermitage Brook, Piedmont Brook,
4 and Pine Meadow Brook, with their tributaries, said
5 brooks being so named as aforesaid and described in
6 a report to the city council of said city by the com-
-7 mittee on sewerage, October second, in the year of our
8 Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and
9 also in a plan proposed by A. C. Buttrick, copies of

10 which report and plan are herewith presented to be
11 filed with this act in the office of the secretary of the
12 Commonwealth; and said city council may alter,
13 change, widen, straighten and deepen the channels of
14 said brooks and remove obstructions therefrom, and
15 may use and appropriate said brooks, cover them,
16 pave and enclose them in retaining walls, so far as
17 they shall adjudge necessary, for purposes of sewer-
-18 age, drainage and the public health.

1 Sect. 3. And the city council of said city may
2 take and hold, by purchase or otherwise, such land,
3 water rights, dams or other real estate, and so use,
4 alter or remove the same as they shall adjudge neces-
-5 sary for the purposes aforesaid. And if any person
6 shall sustain damages to his property by reason
7 thereof, and shall fail to agree the same with said
8 city council, the same shall be assessed in the same
9 manner and upon the same principles as damages are

10 assessed in the laying out of highways.

1 Sect. 4, Every person who may hereafter enter
2 his particular drain into any main drain or common
3 sewer so constructed as aforesaid, for the drainage of
4 his cellar or land, or in obedience to the by-laws or
5 ordinances of said city, or who by any more remote
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6 means shall receive any benefit thereby for draining
7 his cellar or land, shall pay to said city a proportional
8 part of the charge of making and repairing such
9 main drain or common sewer, to be ascertained and

10 assessed by the mayor and aldermen of said city;
11 and the sum so assessed upon him shall constitute a
12 lien upon said real estate for two years after it is
13 assessed, and if not paid within ninety days after
14 notice of said assessment served upon the owner of
15 said land or his agent, may be levied by a sale of said
16 real estate, conducted in the same manner as sales of
17 real estate for the non-payment of taxes.

1 Sect. 5. For the purpose of defraying the expenses
2 and outlays incurred for the purposes aforesaid, or so
3 much thereof as they shall see fit, the city council of the
4 city of Worcester are hereby authorized to issue from
5 time to time, scrip, notes, bonds or certificates of debt,
6 to be denominated on the face thereof, “ Sewer Scrip
7 of the City of Worcester,” to an amount not exceeding
8 two hundred thousand dollars, and redeemable in not
9 less than ten years, from and after the date thereof.

1 Sect. 6, This act shall be void unless submitted
2 to the voters of said city of Worcester, and approved
3 by a majority of those voting at ward meetings held
4 simultaneously in said city in the several wards,
5 within one year from the passage of this act, which
6 meetings shall be called in the same manner as other
7 legal meetings of said wards, and for the purpose of
8 voting upon the approval of this act, either solely or
9 with other legal purposes.


