
HOUSE.... No. 153.

House of Representatives, March 2,1867.

The Committee on Education, to whom was recommitted
the Bill to amend an Act to incorporate the trustees of the
Tufts College, (Senate, No. 20,) have heard the parties, and
report that the same ought to pass ; and also report a synopsis
of the arguments of the remonstrants and petitioners.

Per order,

SERENO HOWE.

(Hommomucttltl) of iilassacljuoctto.
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The arguments of the Petitioners were substantially as
follows:

The petitioners represent, that the fundamental law of Tufts
College authorizes the employment of its resources for the pro-
motion of learning, conforming to the will of donors in appli-
cation of estates for any particular object connected with the
college. On this foundation it is conceded that it has power,
in its charter, to establish any and all special schools, not
excepting a medical school.

The clause restricting the college in regard to conferring
medical degrees, the petitioners urge, is in conflict with these
powers, and they claim, in the interests of free learning, the
light to give these degrees, the barrier to doing this tending to
prevent special bequests, which the favors of past years, and its
present assets, amounting to little less than $BOO,OOO, lead
them justly to anticipate.

The clause to which the petitioners object, they show to be
the result of a law passed in 1818, prohibiting irregular prac-
titioners from collecting their dues, through the agency of the
courts. This law was repealed in 1835, but in the interim
Amherst College received its charter, which contained a
restriction regarding the conferring of medical degrees. The
restricting clause was copied into the charter of Tufts College,
which is one of only three colleges in New England not free
in this as in other respects; some of these having medical
schools, and others having none.

The petitioners claim, that it devolves upon the remonstrants
to make their case indubitable, inasmuch as the bill of the
petitioners had passed through every stage, in both branches of
the legislature, without opposition, when the indulgence of a
hearing was asked, and a recommitment followed. It is
alleged that this has not been done, and that the degree of

ARGUMENTS OF PETITIONERS.



31867.] HOUSE—No. 153.

M. D. has no fixed value, medical schools being of various
degrees of excellence ; and that they send forth students of
various degrees of attainment, examinations being altogether
omitted in some cases, and cheapened and made easy in others.

It is also represented by the petitioners, that the highest
results can only be gained by daily examinations of students,
which are impracticable when the numbers are large, in which
case clinical instruction is necessarily restricted, and is neg-
lected to a greater extent even than is. necessary.

The petitioners deny, what the remonstrants affirm, that the
multiplication of schools necessarily deteriorates the quality
and product of instruction, this being the case only when moral
and scientific grounds are abandoned, and there is an unprin-
cipled competition for numbers and emoluments. They assert
that honest competition is healthful in the arts and trade, pro-
tecting the weak from the power of the strong, and bringing to
the community the benefit of all its resources; and that the
professions are not exceptional in this respect, the health of
society being best promoted when medical schools and practi-
tioners are left to stand on their own merits.

The petitioners adduce the independence of the practitioners
in Paris, in further vindication of their position, and urge that
the State should not continue a restriction that conflicts with
the fundamental powers of the college; certainly not at the
suggestion of the remonstrants, who are alleged to constitute
an existing monopoly.

The petitioners further represent, that when the remonstrants
allege that the demand for physicians is one for every thousand
people, and that one hundred and fifty annually would supply
that demand, while the actual supply is double the demand,
the argument against the establishment of new schools is equally
good for the suppression of their own, as they increase the evils
of excessive supply by annually sending out an increasing
number.

To the argument that the multiplication of schools divides
patronage, lessens emoluments and deteriorates instruction,
leading to the implied conclusion that the larger the school the
better the instruction, it is replied by the petitioners, that as
the College of Physicians and Surgeons in the city of New
York numbered, by its catalogue of 1865-6, 465, and the
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school represented by the remonstrants numbered, by its cata-
logue of the same year, but 244, it follows that the excellence
of the instruction in the one institution, as compared with the
other, is as 465 to 244.

It is furthermore represented by the petitioners, that while
Harvard Medical School had 244 students, there were 122 from
New England and the British Provinces in the College of
Physicians and Surgeons in the city of New York, while in the
school remonstrating there were, from the State of New York
and all the States beyond, a total of only 8 students.

The petitioners represent, that in a recent list of 90 to 100
students of the remonstrating school, but 17 had received any
academic degree ; and they further claim, that as the remon-
strants generally assent to the statement of facts presented by
the petitioners, they substantially yield their case.

The petitioners urge, that it is absurd for the remonstrants
to assume the protectorate of the State, in medical affairs,
since medical science and practice are in the condition indi-
cated, and since the remonstrating school but partially com-
mands the sympathy of the Massachusetts Medical Society,
and that society but partially commands the practice of the
Commonwealth.

The petitioners, in summing up their argument, ask that the
bill striking from their charter the prohibition “ except medical
degrees,” may be enacted, in order that their fundamental
law may be harmonious ; that the college may stand upon the
same basis as other New England colleges; that it may receive
endowments for medical purposes as well as others; that it
may enjoy a free and healthful development; that the cause
of learning, professional included, may be promoted through
its instrumentality; and that the community may enjoy the
benefits of that honorable and unrestricted competition which
is the chief guarantee of excellence.
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The Remonstrants opposed the granting the prayer of the
Petitioners substantially for the following reasons: —

Medical colleges should be established for the public good.
The right to teach in its broadest sense is not here questioned.
Shall the State legislature, however, aid in establishing an insti-
tution to teach a particular science, when such an institution is
not needed and would produce harm ? Tufts College has no
medical school, and at present has not the resources to establish
one ; when it has, it will be time to ask for the right to do so.
The points of the case are as follows: There are now more
medical schools in New England than are needed. The popu-
lation of New England is 8,174,368. The number of regular
physicians in the New England States is 3,116, giving one phy-
sician for every thousand persons. Twenty years is computed
to be the average active life of a physician, and five per cent,
retire annually from practice, so that to keep the ranks full,
one hundred and fifty should enter the profession every year.
In New England there are now six medical schools, whose
classes the current year numbered as follows: Bowdoin, 108 ;

Burlington, about 40 ; Berkshire, about 40 ; Dartmouth, 57 ;

Harvard, 303 ; Yale, 41 ; a total of 596 to supply a demand
for 150. The present means for keeping the profession full are
amply sufficient. A medical education fits a student to be a
physician and is of no particular advantage in any other
business. Physicians require a good professional education
more than any other class of men; they deal with life and
health, which arc invaluable. Will the quality of instruction in
a new school be improved ? In order to accomplish this the
school must be largely endowed. It must have a hospital,
museum, professors and all the modern appliances. The Har-
vard School has real estate worth $lOO,OOO ; a museum which
could not be replaced for $50,000 ; and funds to the amount of
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$30,000; making in all $lBO,OOO. Tufts College cannot with
less funds establish as good a school. The interest on this sum
is $lO,BOO ; the whole cost exclusive of instruction is therefore
$17,900. The entire receipts for the current year are $22,511,
leaving only $1,614 to be divided among the seventeen profes-
sors, their average salary being $271.14. These fees are derived
from the largest medical class Harvard ever has had.

The cost of educating a student in the Harvard School is
$lll, exclusive of salaries to teachers. Tufts College can
educate cheaper than this, only by imparting an inferior educa-
tion or by receiving endowments of a vastly larger amount.

Three medical schools established at different times in
Vermont and Rhode Island have been obliged to suspend.

Competition between medical schools has tended to decrease
the character and quality of their education. Every new college
without liberal endowments increases this danger. When Tufts
College has a fully equipped medical department, properly
endowed, and students to graduate, let it have a charter for
conferring medical degree.

The petitioners base their claim on future legacies, and to
show the probability of receiving such, offer evidence of two
large bequests from Mr. Packard and Dr. Walker in the past,
and a recent will in their favor to the amount of $lOO,OOO.
Dr. Walker’s bequest was wholly exceptional, and will never
occur again in a similar form, and the legacies of living men,
are not to be relied on.

They ask for a right to confer degrees because it will invite
legacies; in other words, they desire it as a means of raising
money. On this principle the right may be conferred on every
educational institution in the State. If this be granted the
value of a medical degree will decrease till it becomes worth-
less, and the country will be overrun with medical incompetency
and ignorance.

Tufts College has now no means to be devoted to this pur.
pose. All its present means, and all for which it has any well
grounded hope in the future, will be required to place the aca-
demic and undergraduate departments on a proper basis, and it
has no resources with which to attempt the establishment of a
medical college.
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Harvard Medical School began in 1783, with three professors.
Fifty years afterwards it had six, and at this time it has seven-
teen, with eight other occasional instructors. The number of
students has risen from twenty to over three hundred. This is
a fair illustration of the time necessary for a medical school to
attain eminence and position, and a conclusive argument against
founding new ones in this community without endowments or
means of support.

It is very difficult to obtain instructors fully skilled in the
profession. Practitioners of the first rank are not likely to bo
tempted except by richly endowed institutions. In consequence
of this, a new school, without funds, must content itself with
such resident and travelling professors as limited salaries may
bring to it. Such instructors are not qualified for the position
they fill, and will send into the world, young men ignorant of
the great principles of the profession, to tamper with the health
and jeopardize the lives of their patients.

While we are in no danger of having too many academic
schools and scholars, the unnecessary multiplication of medical
students, by the efforts of rival institutions, competing with each
other to fill their classes, is an injury to the profession and the
community. It has tended and is likely to tend in future to
lead to shortening the time of study and lowering the standard
of acquirements for the degree.

It was not questioned before the Committee that strictly legal
means were now resorted to to procure subjects for dissection,
and the community feel safe as to the violation of the law.
flow would it be if equal competition prevailed in rival schools ?




