
HOUSE No. 165,

House op Representatives, March 7, 1867.

Report Of The Committee on the Judiciary.r , to whom was referred the
Order of the House, directing them “ to inquire into the expe-
diency of allowing corporations organized under the General
Statutes, the right to change their name without a special
Act,” have considered the same, and submit the following

The sixty-lirst chapter of the General Statutes authorizes the
formation of corporations for purposes therein specified “ under
any name indicating their corporate character assumed in their
articles of association, which is not previously in use by any
other corporation or company; ” and every such corporation
before commencing business is required to make a certificate,
by its officers, “ setting forth the corporate name and purpose
of the association,” which is to be filed “ with the clerk of the
city or town wherein the corporation is situated, to be by him
recorded in a book to be kept for that purpose; ” and such
certificate is also required to be published in a newspaper of
the county where the corporation is situated, and deposited
with the secretary of the Commonwealth. The name of the
corporation thus becomes a matter of public notoriety and
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record, and the rights of creditors, and of cities and towns for
the purposes of taxation, are based upon it. It is clearly against
public policy that the name of a corporation should be changed,
except for good reasons to be submitted to some tribunal, and
of which tho public shall have full notice and knowledge. The
opinion has been entertained by some, as the Committee were
informed, that a corporation could rightfully change its name
upon its own motion and action. This opinion is clearly wrong.
Such a body has no more right to change its name than an
individual has. There can be no more proper tribunal to which
an appeal can be made to change a corporate name, for reasons
to be shown, than the legislature. Any other course would,
we think, be open to abuses. To allow corporations to make
the change upon their own desire so to do, would open a door
for fraud, imposition and escape from legal obligations.

For these reasons the Committee are of opinion, and report,
that it is inexpedient to legislate on the subject of the Order.

For the Committee,

GEO. MARSTON.


