
HOUSE.... No. 195.

House op Representatives, March 19,1867.

The Committee on Towns, to whom was referred the Order,
introduced by Mr. Wilson, of Stoughton, respecting the expedi-
ency of a law for the protection of shade trees, report the
accompanying Bill.

Per order,

W. S. CLARK, Chairman.

Commomucnltl) of iltnssncljusctts.
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Seven.

AN ACT
Concerning Shade and Ornamental Trees standing in or

near Highways or Streets.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. Whoever desires to remove, injure or
2 destroy any tree or trees which have attained a height
3 of twenty feet or more, and which have been planted
4 or preserved for shade or ornament, and stand either
5 in any highway or street, or within ten feet of the
6 limits of the same, shall apply to the mayor of the
T city, or chairman of the selectmen of the town in
8 which such tree or trees may stand, for written per-
-9 mission so to do, and such permission, if obtained,

10 shall be valid for the period of thirty days and no
11 more, from the date of its issue ; and whoever, with*
12 out such permission, shall remove, injure or destroy
13 any such tree or trees, shall forfeit not le’ss than five
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14 nor more than one hundred dollars for each tree thus
15 removed, injured or destroyed, to be recovered by
16 complaint, one-half to the complainant and the other
17 half to the treasury of the city or town in which the
18 offence was committed.

1 Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the mayor of any
2 city, or the chairman of the selectmen of any town,
3 upon the receipt of a written request for permission
4 to remove, injure or destroy any tree or trees described
5 in the first section of this act, forthwith to present
6 the same to the board of aldermen of said city or the
7 selectmen of said town, Avho shall decide whether the
8 public good demands the protection and preservation
9 of said tree or trees.

1 Sect. 3. If the permission aforesaid be refused,
2 it shall be the duty of the board of selectmen or a
3 committee of three of the same, or of the aldermen
.4 above named, forthwith to visit the premises and
5 appraise the damage resulting from the refusal of
6 said permission to the owner of said tree or trees ;

7 and the amount of said damage shall be paid from
8 the treasury of said city or town upon the presenta-
-9 tion of a receipted bill of sale of said tree or .trees,

10 which shall thenceforth be the property of said city
11 or town, and the said bill of sale shall be filed in the
12 office of the clerk of said city or town.

1 Sect. 4, In case the owner of any tree or trees
2 thus preserved for the public good, is aggrieved either
3 by the estimate of his damages or by a refusal oi*
4 neglect to estimate the same, he may within one year
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5 from the date of his application for said permission,
6 apply for a jury and have his damages ascertained in
7 the manner provided where land is taken in laying
8 out highways. Or he may by agreement with the
9 adverse party, and upon application made within the

10 same time, have them ascertained by a committee, to
11 be appointed in the city of Boston by the superior
12 court, and elsewhere by the county commissioners in
13 their respective jurisdictions.

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


