
HOUSE No. 236.

[Amendments adopted by the Senate to the “ Bill concerning State aid for
disabled soldiers and sailors and their families and for the families of the
slain.” IJor Bill as passed to be engrossed by the House, see Senate 109.]

Seven.

AN ACT
Concerning State Aid for Disabled Soldiers and Sailors

and their Families, and for the Families of the Slain.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-

(Hommomucaltl) of iWassarljusetts.

1 Sect. 1. No person shall be entitled to receive
2 state aid under the provisions of section one of chapter
3 one hundred and seventy-two of the acts of the year

4 eighteen hundred and sixty-six, except upon satisfac-
-5 tory proof that the person so applying for aid is in
6 the receipt of a pension from the United States ; and
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7 the full amount of said aid shall only be paid to per-
-8 sons in the receipt of a pension equal to the full pen-
-9 sion which is allowed to a person of the same rank or

10 grade; and to every other person so applying for aid,
11a proportionate part of said aid shall be paid, to be
12 determined by the proportion which the pension
13 received by him bears to the full pension which is
14 allowed to a person of the same rank or grade: pro-
-15 vided, however , that any person obtaining a pension
16 from the United States after this act shall ta*ke effect,
17 shall upon application be entitled to receive the same
18 amount of aid that he would have been entitled to
19 receive, had said pension been obtained prior to the
20 time when this act shall take effect. [A.]

1 Sect. 2. No person shall be entitled to receive aid
2 under the provisions of section two of said chapter
3 one hundred and seventy-two, by reason of being
4 dependent upon any person named or described in
5 said section, unless the person upon whom he was
6 dependent was killed or has died by reason of wounds
7 or disease incurred in the service described in said
8 section, or is [B.] in the receipt of a pension from the
9 United States, equal in amount to one-half of the full

10 pension w hich is allowed to a person of the same rank
11 or grade: provided , however , that if the person upon
12 whom the applicant wras dependent shall obtain a
13 pension from the United States after this act shall
14 take effect, said applicant shall be entitled to receive
15 the same amount that he would have been entitled to
16 receive had said pension been obtained prior to the
17 time when this act shall take effect. [C.]
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1 Sect. 3. The reports to the auditor required to be
2 made by section six of said chapter one hundred and
3 seventy-two, shall hereafter be made quarterly, on or
4 before the tenth days of January, April, July and
5 October of each year. [D.]

1 Sect. 4. It shall be the duty of the commissioners
2 constituted by section five of said chapter one hundred
3 and seventy-two, to inspect all such returns, and
4 whenever it shall appear by the inspection thereof or
5 otherwise, that the amount paid by the treasurer of
6 any city or town under the provisions of said chapter
7 one hundred and seventy-two, or of this act, for any
8 quarter or greater period of time, is at a rate which if
9 continued for one year would exceed the proportion

10 of fifty per cent, of the state tax of such city or town
11 for the previous year, or if for any reason the amount
12 so paid shall appear to be unreasonably large, it shall
13 be the duty of said commissioners to make or cause
14 to be made an examination of the persons or claims of
15 persons to whom the same has been paid and of the
16 parties by whom said returns are made, and in all cases
IT of any fraud, error [E.] or neglect of duty on the
18 part of the persons making such returns, or of the
19 authorities of any city or town granting aid, said com-
-20 missioners shall deduct from the amount claimed by
21 any city or town, the amount paid to any person or
22 persons when in their judgment the same should not
23 have been paid, under the provisions of said chapter
24 one hundred and seventy-two, and of this act, and shall
25 certify the same to the treasurer and receiver-general
26 who shall re-imburse to said city or town only the
27 balance thus designated.
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1 Sect. 5. Said commissioners may appoint, as occa-
-2 sion may require, one or more disinterested persons,
3 not exceeding three in number, whose duty it shall
4 be to make the examinations provided for in section
5 four of this act, and make full returns of their doings
6 to said commissioners, [F.] and they may allow such
7 persons for their services and expenses, such sums as
8 they may consider reasonable, which being approved
9 by the governor and council, shall be paid to such

10 persons out of the treasury of the Commonwealth.
11 No person shall be appointed to make such examina-
-12 tions in the county where he may reside.

1 Sect. 6. The treasurers of cities and towns may,
2 under the direction of the city council or selectmen
3 thereof, pay the sums due for aid to any officer, sol-
-4 dier or sailor, or so much thereof as they may think
5 best, to the wife or family of such officer, soldier or
6 sailor, or for the benefit of such wife or family, and
7 the amounts so paid shall be re-imbursed in the same
8 manner as if paid to such officer, soldier or sailor in
9 person. [H.]

1 Sect. 7. No appeal shall lie to the commission
2 appointed by section five of said chapter one hundred
3 and seventy-two, with regard to the aid provided for
4 in section two of said chapter.

1 Sect. 8. Sections two and ten of said chapter one
2 hundred and seventy-two, are hereby amended by
3 striking out the word “ father ” wherever it occurs
4 in said sections, and inserting before the word
6 “ mother ” wherever it occurs in said sections the
6 word “ widowed.”
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1 Sect. 9. Section twelve of said chapter one hun-
-2 dred and seventy-two and chapter two hundred and
3 eighty-two of the acts of the year eighteen hundred
4 and sixty-six are hereby repealed. [K.]

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of May next.

House op Representatives, March 15, 1867.

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent up for concurrence.

W. S. Robinson, Clerk.

Senate, March 28, 1867.

Passed to be engrossed in concurrence with the following
amendments, to wit:—

At [A.] at the end of section one, add the words:—

1 “ And provided, further, that town and city author-
-2 ides shall withhold the aid when in their judgment,
3 any person w’ho is in receipt of a pension, from the
4 United States, is not sufficiently disabled to prevent
5 him from pursuing his ordinary and usual avocation.”

Also at [B.] in the eighth line of section two, after the word
“ is,” insert “ or at the time of his death was.”

Also, at [C.] at the end of section two, add the words:—

1 “ And provided , further, that when any person who
2 has heretofore received state aid is precluded there-
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3 from by the provisions of this act, and the authorities
4 of the cities or towns are satisfied that justice and
5 necessity require a continuance of the aid to prevent
6 actual suffering, they are hereby authorized, in such
7 cases, to continue the payment thereof; and upon
8 reporting the facts in each specific case, and showing
9 by evidence satisfactory to the commissioners the

10 necessity of such payments, the sums so paid shall
11 be re-imhursed to such cities and towns out of the
12 treasury of the Commonwealth.”

Also, at [D.] at the end of section three, add the words;—

1 “ Provided, that the return for July of the present
2 year shall include the disbursements of the preced-
-3 ing six months ”

Also, at [B.] in the seventeenth line of section four, strike
out the word “ error.”

Also, in section five, at [F.] strike out all between the word
“ and,” in the sixth line, and the word “ no,” in the tenth line,
and insert;

1 “ Such expenses as maybe incurred in making said
2 examination and shall be approved by the commis-
-3 sioners and allowed by the governor and council,
4 shall he paid out of the treasury of the Common-
-5 wealth.”

Also, at [II.] at the end of section six, add the words: —

1 “And the amount so paid shall he paid in
2 money.”
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Also, at [K.] at the end of section nine, add the words :

1 “ The widows and orphan children wT ho are now
2 receiving aid under the provisions of said chapter
3 two hundred and eighty-two, shall continue to receive
4 the same aid under this act, under the same conditions
5 and restrictions as now exist. All persons who
6 served in the regiments commonly known as ‘ one
7 hundred day regiments ’ and ‘ three months regi-
-8 merits,’ and who came within the provisions of this
9 act, shall receive the aid herein provided.’ ”

Sent down for concurrence.

S. N. GIFFORD, Clerk.




