
HOUSE No. 291.

[Proposed amendments to the Bill to authorize the extension of the Western
Railroad to the city of Boston and for other purposes. (House 256.)]

Mr. Branning, of Lee, moves to amend in the fourth line of
section eight, by striking out the word “ four ” and by inserting
the word “ five.”

Mr. Holland, of Barre, moves to amend by inserting a new
section as follows:

1 Sect. . Whenever the Boston and Albany or
2 any other railroad company shall have, by virtue of
3 the provisions of this act, a continuous line of railroad
4 between the cities of Boston and Albany subject to
5 its exclusive management and control, and shall com-
-6 mence to do business thereon, the president of such
7 railroad company shall immediately notify the
8 supreme judicial court, and the said court shall appoint
9 a board of three persons, which shall, after giving

10 such public notice as the court shall direct, forthwith
11 proceed to determine and establish the maximum rates
12 which such company may be allowed to demand and
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13 receive for the transportation of local freight and pas-
-14 sengers between the different stations of such road,
15 and the said board shall annually thereafter advise
16 and determine and establish the rates as aforesaid.
17 The terms of service of the members of said board
18 shall be for three years, except that the persons first
19 appointed shall be for one, two and three years respec-

-20 tively; and the said railroad company shall pay the
21 members of this board a reasonable compensation for
22 their services and expenses incurred in the discharge
23 of their duty, the same to be fixed by the court. The
24 duties to be performed by the board appointed under
25 this section may he transferred to any person or per-
-26 sons, or to any other board to whom such duties may
27 be assigned by the laws of this Commonwealth.

Mr. A. J. Wright, of Boston, moves to amend the amend-
ment proposed by Mr. Holland, by adding thereto as follows:

1 Provided, that such tolls shall not, without the con-
-2 sent of the corporation, be so reduced as to produce
3 with all profits less than ten per cent, a year.

Mr. Barker, of Pittsfield, moves to amend by adding to the
thirteenth section as follows:

1 And provided, further, that the fare for first-class
2 through passengers, shall not exceed two and one-half
3 cents per mile, and the fare for local passengers or
4 from one station to any other station on the said road,
5 shall not be to exceed three cents per mile.

Also, to add to the same section the following:—



81867.J HOUSE—No. 291.

1 The price charged for first-class freight through,
2 shall in no case exceed three cents per ton per mile ;

3 for distances not over ten miles, it shall be lawful to
4 charge six cents per ton per mile; for ten miles and
5 not more than twenty miles, five cents; for twenty
6 miles and not more than thirty miles, four cents; and
7 for thirty miles and not more than fifty miles, three
8 and one-half cents; and for all distances more than
9 fifty miles and less than one hundred miles, three and

10 one-quarter cents per ton per mile.

Mr. Barker, of Pittsfield, moves further to amend the Bill
by inserting two new sections as follows :

1 Sect. . Before any sale of the new shares
2 authorized to be created by this act, the directors of
3 said corporation shall give notice to the treasurer of
4 the Commonwealth and to the other stockholders,
5 and within thirty days after such notice the Common-
-6 wealth and the other stockholders may take at the
7 par value thereof their proportion of such increased
8 shares, according to the number of shares in such
9 capital stock owned by them severally at the date of

10 such increase. And if any shares then remain unsold,
11 the said corporation may dispose of the same at not
12 less than the par value thereof.

1 Sect. . When notice of any such increase of
2 capital stock shall be given to the treasurer of the
3 Commonwealth, the governor, with the advice and
4 consent of the council, is hereby authorized to instruct
5 the treasurer to take the proportion of shares to which
6 the Commonwealth may be entitled, or any part
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7 thereof; and the governor, with the advice and consent
8 of the council, may draw his warrant on the treasurer
9 in payment therefor; and such temporary loans are

10 hereby authorized by the treasurer as may be neces-
-11 sary for the payment of the amounts thus drawn for.


