
HOUSE No. 444.

House of Representatives, May 23, 1867.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was recommitted the
Bill “for the improvement of Boston Harbor and the Com-
monwealth Flats therein,” together with the Remonstrance of
Central Wharf and Wet Dock Corporation against the same,
have carefully considered the subject, and report the Bill in a
new draft.

Per order,

WM. J. R. EVANS.

(JTommonioealth of illnosacljitsctte
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AN ACT
For the improvement of the Harbor of Boston and the

Commonwealth’s Flats therein.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :—

1 Sect. 1. The board of harbor commissioners is
2 hereby authorized and empowered to contract with
3 any responsible person or persons for the construction
4 of a continuous sea-wall upon the Hats of the Com-
-5 monwcalth in Boston harbor as hereinafter described.
6 They arc also authorized and empowered to contract
7 for the dredging and deepening of such flats as are in
8 front of said sea-wall, for the purpose of filling so
9 much of the flats of the Commonwealth as may be

10 included within a lino behind said wall, and parallel
11 therewith, such filling to be extended inwardly only
12 so far as may be necessary to support the sea-wall,
13 and upon the following terms and conditions: The
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14 sea-wall shall be commenced at or near the point of
15 intersection of the line marked A on the commission-
-16 ers’ line, established by chapter three hundred and
17 eighty-five of the*acts of the year one thousand eight
18 hundred and fifty-three, with the easterly line of Fort
19 Point Channel, and shall be built from that point, and
20 within and parallel with the exterior line to the point
21 known as Slate I,edge, as laid down on the plan for
22 the occupation of the fiats owned by the Common-
-23 wealth in Boston harbor, approved by the legislature
24 in the eighty-first chapter of the resolves of the year
25 one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, or upon
26 any modifications of said plan hereafter made.

1 Sect. 2. The board of harbor commissioners
2 shall have authority to modify the line between point
3 A and the point where the curve strikes the exterior
4 line recommended by the United States commissioners
5 on Boston harbor, and the sea-wall shall be built in
6 accordance with the line so modified.

1 Sect. 3. An engineer shall be appointed by the
2 governor, whose duty it shall be to prepare plans and
3 specifications for proposals and contracts for the
4 construction of said sea-wall, dredging and filling.
5 He shall consult with the harbor commissioners, and
6 shall locate said wall and decide upon the amount of
7 dredging and width of filling behind the sea-wall,
8 having due regard for economy and strength, as well
9 as the proper direction of the currents in Boston

10 harbor. All plans and specifications for contracts
11 prepared by said engineer, shall be submitted to the-
-12 governor and council; and if approved by them, the
13 commissioners shall advertise for proposals for the
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14 work, which proposals shall be submitted to the
15 governor and council; and when any proposals are
16 approved and accepted by them, the commissioners
17 shall sign such contract as the rejfresentatives of the
18 Commonwealth. The engineer shall have the superin-
-19 tendence of all the works to be done in pursuance of
20 this act, under the direction of the board of harbor
21 commissioners. The compensation of the engineer
22 shall be fixed by the governor and council.

1 Sect. 4. Chapter four hundred and fifty-five of
2 the acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and
3 fifty-five is hereby repealed, and all license and
4 authority to the Boston "Wharf Company to extend
5 their wharf over the territory in said act described is
6 hereby revoked, except so far as substantial struc-
-7 tures may have been erected by said company there-
-8 on, in the faith of said act.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the engineer
2 appointed under this act, to cause hydrographical
3 surveys to be made from time to time for the purpose
■4 of determining the effect upon the harbor, of the
5 structures and filling in connection with the dredging
6 herein authorized, and in case it shall appear that the
7 same injuriously affect the harbor, by reason of the
8 displacement of tide-water, compensation shall be
9 made therefor, in such manner and to such an extent

10 as the legislature shall hereafter determine.

1 Sect. 6. For the works to be done under this act,
2 the sum of two hundred thousand dollars is hereby
■3 appropriated, and shall be allowed and paid.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage.


