
HOUSE No. 449.

House op Representatives, May 24, 1867.

The Committee on the State House, to whom was committed
the Report of the Commissioners appointed under a Resolve
of the legislature of 1866, “ to inquire and report concern-
ing the whole subject of remodelling or rebuilding the State
House,” have carefully considered the same, and submit the
following

The commissioners considered the subject under three heads,
which were: “ First. Such an enlargement of the present
edifice as will meet the most pressing wants of the public ser-
vice and secure more adequate ventilation of its principal
hall without attempting to provide for other desirable improve-
ments, which may not be regarded as at present absolutely
necessary.” “ Second. A general remodelling of the entire
structure, on a scale sufficiently extensive to furnish every
desirable accommodation to meet the requirements of archi-
tectural harmony with the present building, and to render any
further considerable expenditure for enlargement or improve-
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meat unnecessary, for many years to come.” “ Third. To fur-
nish suitable plans and estimates for the erection of an entirely
now building.”

The throe propositions are carefully discussed, and the
advantages of each sot forth clearly in the three sets of draw-
ings which accompany the Report. Estimates are given of the
cost of each plan, “not from conjectural or approximate esti-
mates of architects,” but from the estimates of “ competent
and skilled mechanics and experts of the highest character.”

The cost of the various plans is as follows :

Desigh No. 1, (remodelling,) . . . $375,430 70
Design No. 2, (remodelling,) . . . 759,872 30
Design No. 3, (new building,) . . . 2,042,574 GO

In submitting these plans and estimates, the commissioners
express no opinion as to which the legislature should adopt.

Either of the plans for remodelling would improve the exte-
rior of the building, and would also provide for the better
accommodation of the various offices and committees of the
legislature, and also for the health and comfort of the members
in their sessions, which latter is deemed the most important of
all; but still the building would be an old one, and would not
for any great length of time satisfy the improving taste of the
public in regard to the architecture of our public buildings.
While your Committee think that the building of a new State
House should be kept steadily in view, they do not feel justified,
in the present financial condition of the country, in recom-
mending to the legislature the adoption of the third plan,
which provides for a new edifice.

The Committee find, however, that to continue in the pres-
ent building, it will be necessary to recommend some addition
to the number of committee rooms, some alterations and a gen-
eral system of repairs, as well as to provide for a complete
ventilation of the House and Senate. These accomplished,
they think that the health and comfort of the members of the
legislature will have been secured, and that on the whole, the
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necessities of the government will be met for a series of years,
and until the people shall demand and authorize the erection
of a new building.

Plans have been laid before the Committee and carefully
examined, which show that by occupying the area between the
old and new buildings, by a new arrangement of the staircases,
and by partially remodelling the wings, some twenty or more
committee rooms, of good size, well lighted and ventilated, may
be secured ; some of the existing rooms enlarged and improved ;

the governor’s apartments made more elegant and convenient,
and a convenient passage way leading from the Senate wing to
the governor’s apartments provided for. The additional area
in rooms required will be more than eleven thousand feet.

For thoroughly heating and ventilating the entire building,
as seen on plans, including the basement story of both wings,
the necessary boiler and fire-rooms, with engine, fan, pumps,
registers, pipes and air ducts and chambers will be necessary.

Necessary wash-rooms, with proper accommodations for both
branches will be provided.

In the basement story of the west wing, a fire-proof room
may be built for the preservation of documents relative to the
war.

It is proposed to remodel the floor of the House and to pro-
vide more comfortable seats.

The repairs on the building and grounds required are exten-
sive, and should not be longer neglected. Repairs of the fence,
steps and fountains, of the dome, roofs and portico, are neces-
sary. Painting of the entire exterior and most of the interior
of the building, and whitening throughout are necessary;
besides other minor repairs and alterations to make the whole
plan complete.

The most careful estimates by competent persons have been
made of the cost of all the improvements and repairs proposed,
and the Committee believe that all may be accomplished for a
sum not exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand dollars;
and that the work, if the commencement of it is not too long
delayed, may all be completed between the time of the rising
of the present and the meeting of the next legislature.
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The Committee recommend that the plan referred to be
adopted and carried out, and therefore propose the passage of
the accompanying Resolution.

S. G. BOWDLEAR,
A. W. STEVENS,

Of the Senate.

AVERY PLUMER,
JOHN BRANNING,
P. EMORY ALDRICH,
SAML. J. TUTTLE,
JOHN A HUGHES,

Of the House.
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Resolved, That it is expedient to make certain alterations,
improvements and repairs in the state house, substantially in
accordance with the views of the joint committee in their
report on this subject to the present legislature; and the presi-
dent of the senate and speaker of the house are hereby
appointed commissioners with full power to carry out the
purposes of this resolve.

RESOLVE

In relation to Improvements and Repairs of the State House.

(Eommouwcrtltl) oi iltassarljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-Seven.




