
HOUSE No. 465.

House of Representatives, May 29, 1867

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the
Orders relative to the fiats of the Commonwealth, report the
accompanying Resolves.

Per order,

WM. J. R. EVANS

(Hommcimucaltl) of iilassadjusetto.



RESOLVES. [May,•)

Resolved, That a joint committee, consisting of three mem-
bers on the part of the senate with six members on the part of
the house of representatives be appointed, with full authority,
subject to the approval of the governor and council, to release
for money or such other valuable consideration, and upon such
terms and conditions as they shall think fit, the right, title and
interest of the Commonwealth in and to the whole or any part
of the land and flats in Boston harbor, which lie northerly of
South Boston and easterly of Fort Point Channel, and within
the exterior lino on the plan for the occupation of the flats
owned by the Commonwealth in Boston harbor, approved by
the legislature in the eighty-first chapter of the resolves of the
year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and on any
modification of said plan hereafter made ; and said committee
may sit in the recess of the legislature.

Resolved, That said committee may contract with any person
or persons or the city ofBoston, for the filling of any portion of
said flats, or for building wharves or making streets, bridges or
sewers, dredging or doing any other work upon or in relation to
said flats, and to pay for the same by conveyances of any portions
of said flats, or the granting of any rights or privileges therein,
and for laying out and building streets and sewers to and over
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said flats or any part thereof, and they may authorize any cor-
porations or persons to lay and use railroad tracks over any
pai ts of said flats for the purpose of transporting materials for
filling up the said flats, and of any other work in relation
thereto, and shall have full power to determine and settle by
agreement, arbitration or process of law, the relative rights
and interests of the Commonwealth and all other parties in
and to and over said flats and any parts thereof; and said com-
mittee shall have power to enter into any contracts in regard
to the occupation and improvement of said flats which said com-
mittee think best; provided, that every conveyance .made, and
the terms thereof, every contract entered into, every authority
given for laying railroad tracks and otherwise, every plan for
the occupation of said flats, and building wharves, streets and
sewers thereon, adopted by said committee, and all acts of said
committee in relation to said flats, shall be submitted to the
governor and council, and shall not be binding on the Com-
monwealth, and shall not have any force or effect until the
same have been approved by the governor and council; and
that nothing herein contained shall authorize said committee,
by any stipulation or contract, to require the payment of
money from the treasury of the Commonwealth. And all
moneys received under and by virtue of these resolves shall be
paid to the treasurer of the Commonwealth, to be applied to
the sinking fund as provided for by section three of chapter
one hundred and twenty-two of the acts of the year eighteen
hundred and sixty-five.

Resolved, That the said committee may make any contracts
which they think judicious with any of the riparian proprietors
in South Boston for the purchase of any of their flats or rights
or interest therein: provided, that no such contx-act shall bo
binding on the Commonwealth until the same has been approved
by the governor and council, and that no such contract shall
require the payment of any money from the treasury of the
Commonwealth beyond the amount received under this act.

Resolved, The said committee shall neither fill nor make any
contract for the filling of any portion of said flats* nor allow
the same to be filled by any person or persons, without first
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providing for such compensation for tide-water displaced as
may be necessary for the protection and preservation of the
harbor of Boston, the amount of Such displacement to be
ascertained, and the amount and nature of the compensation
necessary to be made therefor, or the worth of the same in
money, to be determined by said committee, after consultation
with the board of harbor commissioners and the advisory coun-
cil of said board, and subject to the approval of the governor
and council; and such work shall be done under the direction
of the board of harbor commissioners, or the money received
in lieu thereof shall be paid into the treasury in the manner
provided in section four of chapter one hundred and forty-one of
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and shall be
applied to making compensation in such manner as the legisla-
ture shall hereafter determine. The committee shall estimate
the cost of compensation necessary to be made for filling the
whole area herein authorized to be filled, and shall inquire into
the best method of making such compensation, and report all
the facts with their recommendations to the next legislature.

Resolved ,
That said committee shall appoint a time and

place for hearing of all parties interested in the premises, on
all matters preliminary to the execution of their commission,
and shall give at least ten days’ notice thereof, by publication
in three or more newspapers printed in the city of Boston ; and
it shall be their duty to suggest for consideration any new
enactments of law which they may think needful for the pur-
pose of carrying into full effect any agreements made or con-
templated by them, and of securing the public objects aforesaid
in the future improvement of said land and flats, conformably
to said plan ; and they shall keep an account of all their actual
services and of all expenses attending the execution of their
commission, to be duly audited and allowed by the governor
and council, and paid by warrants upon the treasury duly
drawn for that purpose by the governor, who is hereby author-
ized to draw the same.

The authority of said committee shall continue until the
action of the next legislature thereupon. The act of the major
part of the committee shall be taken to be the act of the
committee.


