
HOUSE No. 38.

House op Representatives, January 19, 1870.

Ordered
,

That the Committee on Elections be directed to as-
certain whether the member elect from the seventh district of
the county of Berkshire, intends to be qualified and to take his
seat in the House, and if not, that they consider the expediency
of declaring the seat vacant, and of ordering a new election.

W. S. ROBINSON, Clerk.

(fmnmoutoealtl) of illassacljiißctte.



[Feb.2 SEVENTH BERKSHIRE DISTRICT.

House of Representatives, February 1, 1870.

The Committee on Elections, to whom was referred the Order
of January 19, 1870, relating to “the seat of the member
elect from the seventh district of the county of Berkshire,”
have attended to the matter and

That on the twentieth day of January instant, they forwarded
by mail to David S. Draper, the member elect for said dis-
trict, a copy of said Order, with a letter enclosed, a copy of
which is herewith submitted and marked A; that on the
twenty-eighth day of said January, they received a letter from
said Draper in reply, which said last-named letter is here-
with submitted, marked B ; that the letter of said Draper,
appearing to be entirely indefinite as to the course which he
proposes to pursue in the premises, as well as to the time
when the House may expect a decision from him, whether
he will appear and qualify or not, and nearly a month of the
session having already passed with the district unrepresented,
it would seem as if justice to the district, and a proper regard
to the enforcement of the rule requiring the members to be
present, and of the right of the House to have those present
wiio have been’ elected as members and control the right to
the seats, demand immediate action in the case. They there-
fore report the accompanying Resolve and Order.

Per order,

C. H. MERRIAM.

(tfommonmealtl) of ittasscufyusetts

REPORT



31870.] HOUSE—No. 38.

[A.]

House op January 20, 1870.

Sir:—The house of representatives, on the 19th instant,
passed an Order, a copy of which is enclosed, in relation to your
seat in that body. The committee on elections have consid-
ered the matter of the Order so far as to decide to send you a
copy of the same, and to say to you that they will be ready to
hear, at any time on or before the 27th day of January instant,
any communication you may have to make on the subject
referred to.

Communications may be addressed to the chairman of the
committee, and consultation may be had with him in relation
thereto.

For the Committee,
Respectfully yours,

C. 11. MERRIA.M, Chairman.

<£ommontoealtt) of iftassacljusctts.

David S. Draper, Esq.



4 [FebSEVENTH BERKSHIRE DISTRICT.

[B.

Dear Sir :—I duly received your letter of the 20th inst.,
with copy of order therein enclosed.

Business engagements will prevent my giving the required
attention on or before the time indicated, but will do so as soon
thereafter as possible.

Yours respectfully,

DAVID S. DRAPER.

Great Barrington, January 24, 1870.

C. H. Merriam, Esq.



51870.] HOUSE—No. 88.

RESOLVE

Relating to the Seat of David S. Draper, a Member Elect for
the Seventh District of the County of Berkshire.

Resolved, That whereas David S. Draper, a member elect of
this house for the seventh district of the county of Berkshire,
has failed to appear and be qualified and take his seat therein,
although duly notified and furnished with a copy of the order
of the house proposing action thereon; it is hereby declared
that the seat of said David S. Draper, as a member of this
house, is vacant, and that a vacancy exists in said district.

dTommomoealtl) of iftassadjusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.



6 SEVENTH BERKSHIRE DISTRICT. [Feb. ’7O.

House op Representatives, January 81, 1870.

Ordered,
That the speaker of the house issue his precept for

an election in the seventh district of the county of Berkshire,
to fill a vacancy existing therein.

of iitassadjusctts.


