
HOUSE... No. 224.

House of Representatives, March 28,1870.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the Order of the House directing the Committee to consider
whether it is expedient for this legislature to propose any con-
stitutional amendment in order that Massachusetts may be en-
titled to her full and rightful representation in the federal
Congress, and also a resolution amending the Constitution so
as to provide for the compensation of members of the legisla-
ture, and an Order directing the Committee to inquire into the
expediency of so amending the Constitution as to extend the
period of service for which the members of one or both of the
branches of the legislature are elected, report the accompany-
ing amendments.

Per order,

of iHassacljusctto.

CHAS. R. TRAIN, Chairman,
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In the Year One Thousand Bight Hundred and Seventy.

Resolved, By both houses, the same being agreed to by a
majority of senators, and two-thirds of the house of representa-
tives present and voting thereon: That it is expedient to alter
the constitution of this Commonwealth by adopting the sub-
joined article of amendment, and that the same, as thus agreed
to, be entered on the journals of the two houses, with the yeas
and nays taken thereon, and referred to the general court
next to be chosen, and that the same be published, to the end
that if agreed to by the general court next to be chosen, in the
manner provided by the constitution, it may be submitted to
the people for their ratification, in order that it may become
part of the constitution of this Commonwealth.

Article of Amendment
1 A census of the legal voters of each city and town
2 on the first day of May shall be taken and returned
3 into the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth
4 on or before the last day of June in the year one
5 thousand eight hundred and seventy-two; and a
6 census of the inhabitants of each city and town in the
7 year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five,
8 and of every tenth year thereafter. In the census
9 aforesaid a special enumeration shall be made of the

10 legal voters, and in each city said enumeration shall

€ommomuealtl) of iTlaooadiusctts.
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11 specify the number of such legal voters aforesaid re-
-12 siding in each ward of said city. The enumeration
13 aforesaid shall determine the apportionment of sen-
-14 ators for the periods between the taking of the census.
15 The senate shall, after the first Wednesday of Jan-
-16 uary, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
17 seventy-three, consist of thirty-nine members, elected
18 by the legal voters of the Commonwealth for three
19 years, in the manner following :

20 The general court shall, at its several first sessions
21 after each next special enumeration, divide the Com-
-22 monwealth into thirteen districts of adjacent territory,
23 each district to contain, as nearly as may be, an equal
24 number of legal voters, according to the enumeration
25 aforesaid : provided, however ,

that no town, or ward of
26 a city, shall be divided therefor. Each district shall,
27 at the annual election next succeeding the first divi-
-28 sion aforesaid, elect three senators for the terms of
29 one, two and three years respectively. Thereafter,
30 one senator shall be elected at the regular annual
31 election in each and every senatorial district, to serve
32 for the term of three years next ensuing said election ;

33 and if vacancies happen by resignation or otherwise,
34 the persons elected to fill such vacancies shall be
35 elected for the unexpired term only.
36 Every senator shall have been an inhabitant of this
37 Commonwealth five years at least immediately pre-
-38 ceding his election, and at the time of his election
39 shall be an inhabitant of the district for which he is
40 chosen; and he shall cease to represent such sena-
-41 torial district when he shall cease to be an inhabitant
42 of the Commonwealth. Not less than sixteen sena-
-43 tors shall constitute a quorum for doing business;



[Mar.4 AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION.

44 but a less number may organize temporarily, adjourn
45 from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent
46 members.
47 All the provisions of the existing constitution, and
48 of the amendments thereto, inconsistent with the pro-
-49 visions herein contained, are hereby wholly annulled.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy.

Resolved
, By both houses, the same being agreed to by a

majority of senators, and two-thirds of the house of representa-
tives present and voting thereon : That it is expedient to alter
the constitution of this Commonwealth by adopting the sub-
joined article of amendment, and that the same, as thus agreed
to, be entered on the journals of the two houses, with the yeas
and nays taken thereon, and referred to the general court
next to be chosen, and that the same be published, to the end
that if agreed to by the general court next to be chosen, in the
manner provided by the constitution, it may be submitted to
the people for their ratification, in order that it may become
part of the constitution of this Commonwealth.

Article of Amendment
1 A census of the legal voters of each city and town,
2 on the first day of May, shall be taken and returned
3 into the office of the secretary of the Commonwealth,
4 on or before the last day of June, in the year one
5 thousand eight hundred and seventy-two, and a cen-
-6 sus of the inhabitants of each city and town, in the
7 year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five,
8 and of every tenth year thereafter. In the census
9 aforesaid, a special enumeration shall be made of the

10 legal voters, and in each city said enumeration shall

Cmnmottttjcaltli of illassacljusctte.
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11 specify the number of such legal voters aforesaid
12 residing in each ward of such city. The enumera-
-13 tion aforesaid shall determine the apportionment of
14 representatives for the periods between the taking of
15 the census.
16 The house of representatives shall consist of two
17 hundred and forty members, which shall be appor-
-18 tioned by the legislature, at its first session after the
19 return of each enumeration as aforesaid, to the
20 several counties of the Commonwealth, equally, as
21 near as may be, according to their relative number of
22 legal voters, as ascertained by the next preceding
23 special enumeration; and the town of Cohasset, in
24 the county of Norfolk, shall, for this purpose, as
25 well in the formation of districts, as hereinafter pro-
-26 vided, be considered a part of the county of Ply-
-27 mouth; and it shall be the duty of the secretary of
28 the Commonwealth, to certify, as soon as may be
29 after it is determined by the legislature, the number
30 of representatives to which each county shall be en-
-31 titled, to the board authorized to divide each county
32 into representative districts. The mayor and alder-
-33 men of the city of Boston, the county commissioners
34 of other counties than Suffolk, or in lieu of the mayor
35 and aldermen of the city of Boston, or of the county
36 commissioners in each county other than Suffolk,
37 such board of special commissioners in each county,
38 to be elected by the people of the county, or of the
39 towns therein, as may for that purpose be provided
40 by law, shall, on the first Tuesday of August next
41 after each assignment of representatives to each
42 county, assemble at a shire town of their respective
43 counties, and proceed, as soon as may be, to divide
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44 the same into representative districts of contiguous
45 territory, so as to apportion the representation as-
-46 signed to each county equally, as nearly as may be,
47 according to the relative number of legal voters in
48 the several districts of each county: and such dis-
-49 tricts shall be so formed that no town or ward of a
50 city shall be divided therefor, and each county shall
51 constitute at least one representative district; and
62 each of said districts shall after the next special
53 enumeration of voters be so constituted as to elect
54 two or four or six representatives according to the
55 legal voters thereof; but no district shall elect more
56 than six or less than two representatives ; one-half of
57 the representatives from each district shall at the
58 annual election for the year one thousand eight hun-
-59 dred and seventy-three be elected for the term of two
60 years, and one-half in each district for the term of
61 one year. Thereafter one-half of the representatives
62 from each district shall be elected at the annual elec-
-63 tion in each and every representative district to serve
64 for the term of two years next ensuing said election ;

65 and if vacancies happen by resignation or otherwise,
66 the persons elected to fill such vacancies shall be
67 elected for the unexpired term only. Every repre-
-6b sentative, for one year at least next preceding his
69 election, shall have been an inhabitant of the district
70 for which he is chosen, and shall cease to represent
71 such district when he shall cease to be an inhabitant
72 of the Commonwealth. The districts in each county
73 shall be numbered by the board creating the same,
74 and a description of each, with the numbers thereof,
75 and the number of legal voters therein, shall be re-
-76 turned by the board, to the secretary of the Com-
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77 monwealth, tlie county treasurer of each county, and
78 to the clerk of every town in each district, to be filed
79 and kept in their respective offices. The manner of
80 calling and conducting the meetings for the choice of
81 representatives, and of ascertaining their election
82 shall be prescribed by law. Not less that one hun-
-83 dred members of the house of representatives shall
84 constitute a quorum for doing business; but a less
85 number may organize temporarily, adjourn from day
86 to day, and compel the attendance of absent members.
87 All the provisions of the existing constitution and
88 of the amendments thereto, inconsistent with the pro-
-89 visions herein contained, are hereby wholly annulled.


