
HOUSE No. 304.

AN ACT
To authorize the County Commissioners of Essex County

to lay out a Highway and Bridge over Merrimack
River.

[Mr. Cogswell of Salem moves this Bill as a substitute for the Report on
the petition of J. C. Tilton and others.]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The county commissioners of the county
2 of Essex are hereby authorized and empowered to lay
3 out and establish a highway and bridge over the
4 Merrimack River, between the city of Haverhill and
5 the town of Bradford, at such place as shall be deter-
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6 mined by them, above the bridge of the Boston and
7 Maine Railroad : provided, the claims for damages sus-
-8 tained by such laying out shall be paid or discharged
9 without cost to the county; and a sum not less than

10 twenty thousand dollars shall be contributed and
11 secured to the disposal of said commissioners, towards
12 defraying the cost of construction of the same.

1 Sect. 2. The said commissioners, upon such lay-
-2 iug out, shall determine and order the manner and
3 the proportions in which said highway shall be made
4 and constructed by said city and town, respectively,
5 and they shall also determine and decree the proper*
6 tions in which the expense of maintenance, repairs,
7 lighting and all other expenses incurred under this
8 act, shall be borne and paid by said city and town,
9 while said proportions shall become obligatory upon

10 said city and town to pay, in the manner and at the
11 times prescribed by said commissioners.

1 Sect. 3. When such highway and bridge are
2 completed, and the full cost ascertained, said county
3 commissioners, after due notice, shall ratably dis-
-4 tribute to said city and town the moneys contributed
5 under the first section of this act, according to the
6 proportions of said highway and bridge which shall
7 have been made and constructed by them. They
8 shall also order and determine what part of the excess
9 of the cost of construction, if any, beyond the amount

10 contributed as aforesaid, shall be paid by said county
11 of Essex, and shall distribute the same to said city
12 and town in the same proportions.
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1 Sect. 4. This act shall be void unless said com-
-2 missioners shall lay out said highway and bridge
3 within five years from its passage

1 Sect. 5. This act shall take effect on its pas-
-2 sage.




