
HOUSE.... No. 340.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sevent

AN ACT
To provide for the Valuation of the Property of the

Commonwealth.

[Mr. Winn, of Burlington, moves to substitute tins Bill for House No. 305.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:—

1 Sect. 1. The assessors of the several cities ami
2 towns of the Commonwealth for the year one thou-
-3 sand eight hundred and seventy, shall, on or before
4 the first day of October next, deposit in the office of
5 the secretary a certified copy, under oath, of the asses-
-6 sors books and tables of aggregates for the year one
7 thousand eight hundred and sixty-nine and one thou
b sand eight hundred and seventy, and the secretary
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9 shall, on or before the first day of June, furnish tri-
-10 plicate copies of blank books to the cities and towns
11 for the foregoing purpose: provided, however, that in
13 the case of the city of Boston, the returns required by
13 this section to be deposited in the office of the secre-
-14 tary, may be thus deposited on or before the first day
15 of November of the present year.

1 Sect. 2. The assessors of the several cities and
2 towns in the Commonwealth for the year one thou-
-3 sand eight hundred and seventy, shall, instead of the
4 certified copy of the assessors’ books and tables of
5 aggregates which by law they are now required to
6 deposit in the office of the secretary of the Common-
-7 wealth, on or before the first day of October, eighteen
8 hundred and seventy, deposit in said office an attested
9 copy of the table of aggregates which by law they are

10 now required to deposit in said office the first four
11 years of each decade.

1 Sect. 3. The assessors of the several cities and
2 towns in the Commonwealth for the year one thou-
-3 sand eight hundred and seventy, shall take a new and
4 accurate valuation of the real and personal estate at
5 its full and fair cash value, according to their best
6 knowledge and belief.

1 Sect. 4. Whenever it shall have been ascertained
2 by the assessors of any city or town that the aggregate
3 values of their city or town respectively, have been
4 diminished since the first day of May of the preceding
5 year, they shall return with the table of aggregates
6 or books, which they are required by the act of the
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7 year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, en-

-8 titled “ An Act to secure a uniform description and
9 appraisal of estates in the Commonwealth for the pur-

-10 poses of taxation,” and the several acts 'in addition
11 thereto, to deposit in the office of the secretary a
12 statement in writing, under oath, of the causes which,
13 in their opinion, have produced such diminution.

1 Sect. 5. If the assessors of any city or town shall
2 neglect to comply with the requirements of this act,
3 each assessor so neglecting shall forfeit a sum not
4 exceeding two hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 6. The secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall furnish the assessors of each city and town with
3 a copy of this act within ten days of its approval by
4 the governor.

1 Sect. 7. All forfeitures arising by this act may be
2 recovered in the supreme judicial court of this Com-
-3 monwealth, by information filed in said court by the
4 attorney-general, and the secretary is hereby required
5 to furnish the attorney-general with a list of the cities
6 and towns, the assessors of which shall neglect to
7 lodge in his office a certified copy under oath of the
8 assessors’ books and tables of aggregates, agreeably to
9 the provisions of this act, to the end that they may be

10 prosecuted at the discretion of said officer.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its pas-
-2 sage.




