
HOUSE No. 204.

House of Representatives, March 21, 1873.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to whom
was referred the petition of I. T. Talbot and others, praying
for the establishment of a State Vaccine Institution, have duly
considered said petition, and report as follows.

That "prevention is better than cure,” is a proverb in.
medical literature founded on the history of disease in all past
and present time. And especially is this true in a disease so
foul and fatal as that which bears the name of variola, or
small-pox. The question, therefore, Have we a prevent-
ive against a disease so universally dreaded? is one of the
most vital importance to community. In June, 1798, Dr.
Jenner, of Gloucestershire, England, announced to the world
that such a preventive against small-pox had been discov-
ered. Years before this announcement, his attention had
been called to the fact that the dairy-maids of Gloucestershire
were subject to an eruptive disease resembling the milder
forms of small-pox, and those who had been thus alfected
were apparently protected from small-pox. This disease was
taken from the cows whose udders were covered with a
similar eruption. After years of close and continued investi-
gation, Jenner announced this discovery as a new fact in the
history of medicine. This discovery of Tenner’s, though
received with great opposition, has become an almost uni-
versally received opinion, and vaccination is now relied
upon as the only preventive against the invasion of this
disease. Although there are skeptics yet in the matter of
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vaccination, still so general is the faith, and so universal the
practice, that your Committee will not here stop to discuss
the question, Shall we vaccinate? The question that seems
rather to demand attention and reply is, With what shall we
vaccinate? The virus from Tenner’s cows has been trans-
mitted through the human subject for seventy-live years, and
the question, Has it not deteriorated ? has been often discussed
in medical periodicals and medical works. That the virus at
such multitudinous removes from its discovered origin should
have lost some of its power, seems almost certain, if it is
governed by the same laws that hold good in other infectious
and contagious diseases.

To remedy this feared defect, retrovaccination or vaccination
from man to the cow has been tried, but with very little suc-
cess. A return to bovine vaccination seemed to be demanded
by the law of infection and by failing faith. But this return
was not easily made, for the eruptive disease discovered by
Jenner was found to be very rare among cows. After years
ofbaffled search, in Beaugency, France, Dr. Depard, Chairman
of the Vaccine Committee of theFrench Academy of Medicine,
found the long-sought treasure. With pious care the almost
sacred heifer was transferred to Paris, and the Imperial Gov-
ernment gave a yearly allowance for the establishment of a
service of heifer vaccination. To Dr. Henry A. Martyn, oi

Boston Highlands, your Committee think great praise is due
for furnishing our community with virus from Dr. Depard’s
heifers. This virus has been thoroughly tried during the last
two years, and, notwithstanding the skepticism and conse-
quent opposition that this bovine virus has met, the weight of
medical testimony and public experience seems largely in
favor of bovine virus, or a first or second remove therefrom.
The theory of Jenner, that one vaccination suffices for life,
has not stood the test of years, and indeed Jenner himself
seemed convinced of his error by the larger experience of his
after-life. The true theory now appears to be, vaccinate
early in infancy, test it again in youth, and still again in
adult life. Let the vaccination be carefully, skilfully per-
formed, and its progress watched till you are certain it has

been truly and thoroughly received. Much of the opprobrium of
vaccination is doubtless owing to inert matter, or unskilled
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vaccinators. If vaccination is worth anything to a commu-
nity, it is worth the expense of well-doing. During the pres-
ent epidemic and its consequent panic, the community has
been supplied by private enterprise with bovine virus, and it
has been very largely used in the extensive vaccination of the
last year.

The verdict of the medical profession is, that with allow-
ance for failures ever to be expected, the virus thus furnished
has been pure and potent. Believing that the experience of
our last year, added to the fact that, of the vast army of
Prussia (vaccinated in childhood, again at twelve, and the
third time on entering the army), only 263 died of the small-
pox, while of the lesser but almost unvaccinated French army
23,468 died of the same disease, proves that vaccination and
re-vaccination is the privilege and duty of all, and that bovine
vaccination, or the first or second remove therefrom, is more
certainly effective. The question brought before the Committee
by the petitioners has been to them an interesting and anxious
one. To be able better to answer the question whether a
state vaccine establishment as asked for in the petition would
best serve the future need of the community in preserving and
supplying pure bovine virus, your Committee have listened,
at several public hearings, to whatever petitioners or remon-
strants might say touching the matter. The Committee also
visited Dr. Martyn’s private establishment at Longwood, and
found there an elegant building, with all the conveniences and
appurtenances for obtaining and perpetuating bovine virus
that the most exacting could demand. And the Committee
tender thanks to the Doctor for his willingness and zeal to
furnish them with all the knowledge his long experience in
his specialty has given him on this subject.

Two facts meet us at the outset of this discussion :

Ist. The field is already occupied by private establish-
ments. Beside the extensive one of Dr. Martyn, which sup-
plies cities in all parts of the Union, the navy and army, there
are other establishments, less extensive perhaps, but still sup-
plying many physicians in our State. Messrs. Codman and
Shurtleff have kindly furnished us with the statistics of their
supply of bovine and humanized virus, which has proved good
and efficient.
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2d. These establishments in the past, through an almost
universal vaccination of our community, have metthe demand of
the public, and the long experience of the specialists owning
or supervising these institutions, has acquired for them a
confidence that will be very gradually, if ever, undermined.
These facts being acknowledged, it will be apparent, to all
that a state institution will meet with a vigorous competition,
having on their side possession and public confidence. To
all appearance the epidemic is subsiding; the battle is already
fought, and if there is any award of merit it belongs to the
private establishments already in operation. A state estab-
lishment for any service is always a costly experiment, and
should not be entered upon without a clear necessity. It
certainly has not yet been proved that a salary will make a
physician or officer more careful to render efficient service
than if his own private fortune and reputation were cast into
the enterprise. If the State creates such a vaccine institution,
she must either make it a state charity, with all services gra*
tuitous, or by law compel the medical profession to use the
virus furnished by this institution. It is very difficult to win
the confidence of any profession by compulsory law, and
equally difficult to oblige obedience when there is no confi-
dence. And while your Committee appreciate the public
spirit and philanthropy that prompted the petitioners to action
in this important matter, the Committee are by their service
in office made aware that the founded charities of our State
are this year demanding a largely increased allowance.

Our insane asylums must be enlarged; our reformatory
schools demand extension of buildings, and the expenses of
all our state charities will, during the coming year, be larger
than in the past. While, therefore, your Committee agree
with many of the positions taken by the petitioners, we feel
obliged by the pressing demands of charities already in opera-
tion and the doubtfulness of the experiment proposed, to
report that the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

By order of the Committee,

T. N. STONE.


