
HOUSE No. 306.

House of Representatives, April 9, 1873.

The Committee on Harbors, to whom was referred the
petition of the Boston and Maine Railroad, to construct
wharves on Mystic River, and connect the same with its
main line by a branch track,

The Committee have already made a partial report upon
this petition, upon which an Act has already passed, authoriz-
ing the petitioner to construct a wharf upon the southerly
side of the river in Somerville.

Upon the remaining portion of said petition, viz., for
authority to build wharves upon the northerly side of the
Mystic River, the Committee report as follows :

The purpose of said railroad company in improving the
shores of the Mystic River for terminal purposes, and for the
construction of wharves for coal, lumber and other water-
borne freight, for distribution upon the line of its railroad,
has been examined by the harbor commissioners, and com-
mended by them in their report to the legislature as judicious
and advisable, as furnishing to the public needed facilities,
and likewise relieving the navigation of Charles River from
abuses to which it has long been subjected.

To construct the line of track connecting the wharves pro-
posed to be built with the present line of railroad will, how-
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ever, require the building of a bridge across the Malden
River. To such a bridge, in the present condition of the
river, serious objections were made by parties owning lands
and wharves above the proposed bridge, chiefly because plans
are now under consideration for changing and improving the
channel of the river.

The construction of an expensive bridge, with the drawway,
over the present channel of the river, would greatly increase
the difficulty of hereafter carrying out any plan of improve-
ment. The proposed plan affected the rights and interests of
many parties, and while nearly all were ready to cooperate,
yet when so important and varied interests were involved,
and when careful surveys and investigations were required,
a plan could hardly be perfected before a committee of the
legislature.

The Committee therefore recommend that this matter be
referred to the harbor commissioners, to inquire into the
feasibility and expediency of improving the channel of the
Malden River; and if, in their judgment, such an improve-
ment is advisable, to report to the next legislature, early in
its session, how such improvement shallbe made, and in what
manner the expense thereof should be assessed upon parties
in interest. The Committee further recommend that the har-
bor lines on Mystic River, as reported by the harbor com-
missioners, be adopted, thus placing the construction of
wharves within these lines under the provision of the general
laws, and that the petition of the Boston and Maine Railroad
be referred to the next legislature.

In accordance with these views, the Committee report the
accompanying bill, establishing harbor lines on Mystic River,
and a Resolve relating to the Malden River.

For the Committee,

F. H. SPRAGUE.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.

AN ACT
To establish harbor lines on Mystic River between

the bridge of the Eastern Railroad Company and
the bridge of the Boston and Maine Railroad.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:
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1 Sect. 1. Xo wharf, pier or other structure
2 shall be extended into or over tide water in Mystic
3 River, between the bridge of the Eastern Railroad
4 Company and the bridge of the Boston and Maine
5 Railroad, from the northerly bank of said river,
6 beyond the line hereinafter defined on the northerly
7 side of said river, or from the southerly bank of
8 said river beyond the line hereinafter defined on
9 the southerly side of said river.

10 The line on the northerly side of Mystic River
11 begins at the south-westerly corner of the solid
12 abutment of the bridge of the Eastern Railroad
13 Company on the northerly side of the channel and
14 runs north-westerly in a line which, if continued,
15 shall strike a point in the easterly side of the
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16 embankment of the bridge of the Boston and
1 ( Maine Railroad, six hundred feet northerly from
18 the south-east corner of the solid abutment of the
19 last-named bridge on the northerly side of the
20 channel, to a point three hundred and fifty feet
21 easterly from said last-named corner of abutment.
22 The line on the southerly side of Mystic River
23 begins at a point on the easterly side of the bridge
24 of the Eastern Railroad Company, distant three
25 hundred and seventy-five feet north-easterly from
26 the north-easterly corner of the solid abutment of
27 said last-named bridge on the southerly side of
28 the channel and runs north-westerly in a straight
29 line to a point on the easterly side of the bridge of
30 the Boston and Maine Railroad, distant six hun-
-31 dred and twenty-five feet northerly from the north-
-32 easterly corner of the solid abutment of said last-
-33 named bridge on the southerly side of the channel.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Three.

RESOLVE
Relatin')' to Malden River.

Resolved, That the harbor commissioners are hereby in-
structed to inquire into the expediency and feasibility of
straightening and deepening the channel of Malden River,
between the head of navigation and Mystic River; and
if, in their judgment, such an improvement is advisable,
to report to the next legislature, during the first week of the
session, a plan for such improvement, showing the probable
expense thereof and how such expense should be borne.
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