
HOUSE .... No. 337.

House of Representatives, March 14, 1888.

The Committee on the Judiciary, who were instructed to
inquire into the expediency of further legislation to compel
prompt payment of witnesses before trial justices and the
courts of the Commonwealth ; also as to the payment by
defendants of the costs of commitment in certain cases, report
the accompanying Bill.

For the Committee

SIDNEY P. SMITH.
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2 [Mar.PAYMENT OF WITNESSES, ETC.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eight.

AN ACT
Relative to the payment of Witnesses and Inquests,

and in Criminal Proceedings before Trial Justices
and the Inferior Courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section thirty-six of chapter one hundred and
2 fifty-four of the Public Statutes is amended to
8 read as follows: Upon and after the termination
4 of an inquest or a criminal proceeding before a

5 trial justice or an inferior court, except the muni-
-6 cipal court of Boston, whether there be an appeal
7 or holding to the grand jury or otherwise, the
8 trial justice, clerk of inferior court, or justice
9 having no clerk, shall pay, out of any funds in

10 his hands returnable to the county, to the wit-
-11 nesses for the Commonwealth who are entitled to
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12 receive the same, their fees, and shall take re-
-13 ceipts therefor; and the amounts so paid and
14 receipted for shall be allowed in the settlements
15 with the county treasurer. Trial justices who do
10 not have in their hands, and returnable to coun-

-17 ties, funds adequate for the purpose named
18 herein, shall make written requisition upon the
19 county treasurer for the same, and thereupon the
20 treasurer shall advance to such trial justices not
21 exceeding twenty-five dollars in any one month;
22 and such trial justices shall account in their reg-
-23 ular quarterly settlements with the treasurer and
24 be liable upon their official bonds for all funds so
25 received. At the time of such settlements with
26 the treasurers the several officers named herein
27 shall state separately the amount of witness fees
28 paid in cases where such fees are not paid by
29 defendants, and shall receipt for such sums to the
30 treasurers, who shall credit the said officers for the
31 same and credit themselves with a like amount
32 as advanced to pay witnesses in the inferior
33 courts.




