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House of Representatives, April 26, 1888.

The Committee on Labor, who were instructed to inquire
into the expediency of enacting such laws as may be deemed
necessary to promote the public safety, report in part the
accompanying Bill.

For the Committee,

JOSIAH QUINCY

€ommonu)caUl) of ißasoadiusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-eight.

AN ACT
To require the Equipment of Fire Departments with

Apparatus for the Saving of Life at Fires.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

2 fire department established and organized aceord-
-3 ing to law shall provide and keep, as a a part of
4 the equipment of such department, one or more
5 of each of the following pieces of apparatus, and
6 when any such city or town is divided into fire
7 districts, and only the fire department within any
8 such district responds to a first alarm of fire
9 therein, one or more of each of such pieces of

10 apparatus shall be provided and kept in each such
11 district: First, a. gun or other suitable device
12 capable of shooting or throwing an arrow or

13 other missile, with a cord attached thereto, over

14 the top of, or into any window of, any building
15 within such city or town, together with all need-
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1 Section 1. Every city and town having a
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16 ful appliances for properly working the same;
17 second, a “chute,” so called, made of canvas or
18 other suitable material, rendered uninflammable,
19 of sufficient length to reach, at a proper angle of
20 inclination, from the ground to any window in any
21 such building, said chute being provided with
22 proper means of fastening the upper end thereof
23 and having a flexible ladder attached thereto;
24 and third, a “life-net” or “jumping-net,” so
25 called, suitable of breaking the fall of a person
26 jumping from the top story of any such building.
27 In every city and town subject to the provisions
28 of this section one or more of each of the above-
-29 named pieces of apparatus shall be taken to every
30 fire occuring therein in a building over two
31 stories in height.

1 Sect. 2. The proper authorities of the several
2 fire departments shall see that the above-named
3 pieces of apparatus are kept at all times in good
4 condition and ready for immediate use, and that
5 a sufficient number of firemen arc periodically
6 practised and trained in the proper handling and
7 use of the same.

1 Sect. 3. Any city or town violating the pro-
-2 visions of this act shall be subject to a fine of not
3 less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect on the first
2 day of November in the year one thousand eight
3 hundred and eighty-eight.




