
HOUSE . . . . No. 535.

[House, No. 291, as passed to be engrossed by the House.]

In the Year One Thousand Kight Hundred and Eighty-eight.

AN ACT
To expedite the Settlement of Claims for Pensions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The governor with the advice
2 and consent of the council shall appoint a citizen
3 of this Commonwealth to be a state agent for the
4 settlement of pension, bounty and back pay
5 claims of citizens of this Commonwealth against
G the federal government. ITis salary shall be two
7 thousand dollars per year, and he shall hold office
8 until his successor is appointed and confirmed.

1 Sect. 2. A suitable office, clerical assistance,
2 and travelling expenses when necessary to visit
3 "Washington, shall be furnished by the state; bills
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4 thus incurred to be approved by the adjutant-
-5 general and audited by the state auditor.

1 Sect. 3. The said agent shall furnish infor-
-2 mation, prepare papers, expedite the adjudication
3 of claims and assist claimants in proving their
4 cases, keep records of the work done in his office,
5 and make an annual report to the legislature
G of the operation of his office.

1 Sect. 4. That there be paid to the council of
2 administration of the Grand Army of the Repub-
-3 lie in the department of Massachusetts, the sum
4 of three thousand dollars to be used under their
5 direction in the payment of any bills heretofore
G incurred by them in securing pensions, bounties
7 or back pay and for providing temporary relief
8 for soldiers and sailors needing the same.

1 Sect. 5. The sum of seven thousand dollars
2 may bo expended for the purposes named in this
3 act.

1. Sect. G. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.

House of Representatives, May 18 (a.m.), 1888.

Passed to be engrossed.
Sent up for concurrence.

EDWARD A. McLAUGIILIN, Clerk.






