
HOUSE No. 14.

, to whom was referred the
petition of James McManus, democratic candidate for repre-
sentative from the Thirteenth Middlesex District, for a re-
count of the ballots cast at the election, November 3, 1874,
for representative from said district, having heard the state-
ments of the petitioner and of the sitting member from said
district, and' the evidence offered by each,

The town of Natick constitutes said district. The petitioner
at the hearing gave as reasons for asking a recount, that a
Mr. Mason, who was not one of the selectmen of Natick,
assisted in counting the ballots at said election, and that the
returns showed that the democratic candidates for other offices
received more votes than the petitioner. It appeared in evi-
dence that all the selectmen were present at the polls at said
election, that one of them counted all the ballots, and that all
the ballots were again counted by Mr. Mason. The result of
the count was the same. The Committee are satisfied that
the ballots were carefully counted. The House sustained an
election, where the Committee on Elections reported, in blouse
Document No. 64, 1867, that nearly four-fifths of the ballots
were not counted by the selectmen, but were counted only by
persons called to assist in counting. The other reason given
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by the petitioner; namely, that he received less votes than
other candidates of the same party for other offices on the
same ballot, is of such frequent occurrence as to raise no pre-
sumption in the minds of the Committee that a mistake was
made in the count. William Nutt, chairman of the board of
selectmen, testified that he saw put into the ballot-box quite a
number of ballots with the vote for representative torn off.

Your Committee, therefore, recommend that the petitioner
have leave to withdraw.

A. B. COFFIN,
For the Committee.






