
HOUSE No. 62.

[Senate No. 28, as amended.]

AN ACT
To establish a State Detective Force, for the better

enforcement of the laws.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-
tatives, in General Court assembled, and by the author-
ity of the same, as follows:

Commomuealtl) of iilassarljusctts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Seventy-Five.

1 Sect. 1. There shall be appointed by the gov-
-2 ernor, with the consent of the council, an officer
3 to be entitled the Chief of the State Detective
4 Force, and as many state detectives, not exceed-
-5 ing thirty, as the governor and council may
6 determine, who shall be commissioned to hold
7 office for three years, unless sooner removed.

1 Sect. 2. The said chief and said detectives
2 shall have and exercise throughout the Common-
-3 wealth,, all the common law and statutory powers
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4 of constables, except the service of civil process,
5 and also all the powers given to the police or
6 watchmen by the statutes of the Commonwealth.
7 Said chief and said detectives shall aid the attor-
-8 ney-general, district-attorneys and magistrates
9 in procuring evidence for the detection of crime

10 and in the pursuit of criminals.

1 Sect. 3. The chief of the state detective force
2 shall be paid out of the treasury of the Com-
-3 monwealth an annual salary of twenty-five hun-
-4 dred dollars, in equal monthly payments, and said
5 state detectives shall be paid monthly at the rate
6 of twelve hundred dollars a year, together with
7 their actual and necessary travelling expenses
8 when on duty, not exceeding the amounts actually
9 paid out by them. All fees which, under the

10 laws, the chief or said detectives would be
11 entitled to receive, shall be paid over by them
12 to the treasurer of the Commonwealth; and no
13 salary shall be paid to any detective until he has
14 made oath that he has paid over all such fees.
15 All accounts of said detectives shall be verified
16 by oath, and shall be approved by the said chief
17 before being presented to the auditor of the
18 Commonwealth, and, when duly audited, shall be
19 paid out of the treasury. Neither the chief nor

20 any member of the force shall receive any share in
21 rewards or any compensation, gift or gratuity,
22 directly or indirectly, on account of his official
23 services.

1 Sect. 4. The said chief, with the approval of
2 the governor and council, shall make all needful
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3 rules for the regulation of the duties of said
4 detectives. lie shall have his office in the city of
5 Boston, to be approved by the governor.

1 Sect. 5. The governor shall have power at all
2 times to command the assistance of said chief and
3 said detectives in suppressing riots and in pre-
-4 serving the peace.

1 Sect. 6. The said chief of the state detec-
-2 tive force, and the said state detectives, before
3 performing any official act, shall be sworn, and
4 shall give to the treasurer of the Commonwealth
5 such bonds, with sureties, as the governor and
6 council shall direct and approve, in the penal sum
7 of not less than five thousand dollars, with con-
-8 dition that they shall faithfully perform their
9 duties.

1 Sect. 7. The governor and council shall, once
2 in each year, examine into the sufficiency of the
3 official bonds given by the said chief and said
4 detectives ; and if it appears that such bonds are
5 insufficient, the governor and council shall give
6 notice to said chief and said detectives, and
7 require them to give new bonds, to the satisfaction
8 of the governor and council, within such time as
9 they order.

1 Sect. 8. If said chief or said detectives neglect
2 or refuse to give bonds as required by this act, for
3 one month after their appointment, the governor
4 shall remove them from office.
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1 Sect. 9. A surety upon the official bond of
2 said chief or detectives, or the heirs, executors or
3 administrators of such surety, may be discharged
4 from his liability on such bond in the manner
5 provided for the discharge of sureties upon the
6 bond of a sheriff in section fifty-five, chapter
7 seventeen of the General Statutes, except that
8 the petition shall be addressed to and the pro-
-9 ceedings had by the governor and council instead

10 of the superior court.

1 Sect. 10. It shall be the duty of the constables
2 of the several towns and cities, city marshals,
3 chiefs of police and all other police officers, to aid
4 the governor or said chief and said detectives in
6 the discharge of their duties, whenever called upon
6 for that purpose. And any constable, marshal or
7 police officer refusing to aid the governor, said
8 chief or detectives, when called upon so to do,
9 shall be punished by imprisonment in the jail not

10 exceeding three mouths, or by fine not exceed-
-11 ing one hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 11. Whoever falsely assumes or pre-
-2 tends to be the chief of the state detective force
3 or a state detective, and takes upon himself to act
4 as such, or to require any person to aid or assist
5 him in a matter pertaining to the duty of such
6 officer, shall be punished by imprisonment in the
7 jail not exceeding one year, or by fine not exceed-
-8 ing four hundred dollars.

1 Sect. 12. In all actions brought by or on

2 account of alien passengers and state paupers
3 under the provisions of chapters seventy-one and
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4 seventy-two of the General Statutes, the civil
5 process may be served by any one of said state
6 detectives.

1 Sect. 13. All intoxicating liquor and other
2 property seized and held by the constables of the
3 Commonwealth under search warrants in the
4 execution of any of the criminal laws of the
5 Commonwealth or other criminal process, and
6 in their custody at the time when the repeal
7 of chapter three hundred and ninety-four of the
8 acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-one takes
9 effect, shall be by them delivered to the respective

10 sheriffs of the counties in which the same was
11 seized, and said sheriffs or their deputies shall
12 take and hold the same, subject to the final order
13 of the court, and may complete all proceedings in
14 relation to the same in the same manner as said
15 constables would have been authorized to do.

1 Sect. 14. All the property of the Common-
-2 wealth now in the keeping of the chief and other
3 constables of said Commonwealth, including all
4 books, records, furniture, badges, hand-cuffs, belts
5 and batons, shall, upon the passage of this act, be
6 transferred and turned over to the said chief
7 detective created by this act, and the final pay
8 accounts of said constables of the Commonwealth
9 shall not be paid unless such pay account is

10 accompanied with a certificate of said chief detec-
-11 tive, that all said liquors and other property men-
-12 tioned in this act have been transferred and
13 turned over as herein provided or otherwise
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14 accounted for to the satisfaction and acceptance
15 of said chief detective.

1 Sect. 15. Chapter three hundred and ninety-
-2 four of the acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-
-3 one, chapter three hundred and fifty-five of the
4 acts of eighteen hundred and seventy-two, and
5 chapter four hundred and five of the acts of
6 eighteen hundred and seventy-four, are hereby
7 repealed.

1 Sect. 16. The repeal of said acts shall not
2 revive any laws repealed by said acts, or any laws
3 repealed previously thereto, relating to the ap-
-4 pointment, or otherwise, of a state police, police
5 commissioners, or police commission.

1 Sect. 17. This act, so far as it authorizes the
2 appointment of the chief and other detectives,
3 shall take effect on its passage, and as to its other
4 provisions, it shall take effect on the first day of
5 March next.






