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Governor Charlie Baker and Secretary Jay Ash to Celebrate National 

Manufacturing Day with Manufacturing Grant Announcements at UMass 

Amherst  

AMHERST, MASS. – Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker and Housing & 

Economic Development Secretary Jay Ash will visit the University of 

Massachusetts Amherst on Friday to announce new manufacturing grant awards 

on National Manufacturing Day. 

Governor Baker will announce grants as part of the Massachusetts Manufacturing 

Innovation Initiative (M2I2), aimed at building upon the state’s strong academic 

presence, national leadership in R&D, and innovation ecosystem as well its strong 

technology, defense and consumer products sectors. 

 

Governor Baker and Secretary Ash will be joined by officials from UMass Amherst, 

leading research institutions in the state, representatives from national 

manufacturing initiatives and executives from manufacturing firms from across 

the Commonwealth. The awards will focus on projects located across the state in 

key sectors such as photonics, robotics, advanced functional fabrics and flexible-

hybrid electronics.   
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According to the recently launched Manufacturing in Massachusetts website, 10.1 

percent of the Commonwealth’s total economic output is tied to manufacturing 

and $26 billion in manufactured goods were exported from the Commonwealth in 

2016 alone. Roughly 250,000 employees work in the manufacturing sector in 

Massachusetts, comprising 7.8 percent of the total workforce in the state. 

 

The Baker-Polito Administration has committed $100 million over five years in 

M2I2, which provides a vehicle for the Commonwealth to invest in the federal 

Manufacturing USA program, also known as the National Network for 

Manufacturing Innovation. M2I2 provides funding to Massachusetts 

manufacturers enabling them to adopt innovative, new technologies. As part of 

the federal program, Massachusetts is convening a national effort to 

develop revolutionary fibers and textiles, and the state is a participant in regional 

manufacturing innovation institute nodes in robotics, photonics, flexible hybrid 

electronics, and biopharma manufacturing. 

 

 

EVENT DETAILS: 

 

WHAT:          Announcement of Massachusetts Manufacturing Innovation Grants 

WHEN:          Friday, October 6, 2017, 4:15 PM 

WHERE:        University of Massachusetts - Amherst  

                        IALs Conference Center, 3rd floor, Life Science Laboratories 

                        240 Thatcher Road 

                        Amherst, Mass.        
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WHO:            Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker 

Secretary Jay Ash, Executive Office of Housing and Economic 

Development 

Chancellor Kumble R. Subbaswamy, UMass Amherst  

James Capistran, Executive Director, UMass Innovation Institute 

Ira Moskowitz, Director - Advanced Manufacturing Programs, 

Innovation Institute at the Massachusetts Technology Collaborative  

Executives from Massachusetts academic research institutions, 

Massachusetts manufacturing firms, and national manufacturing 

initiatives.  
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