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Celebrating 191 years
 1826-2017

 "If you are really 
thankful, what do you 
do? You share." — W. 
Clement Stone

Please join us on 
Mon. Nov. 6 at Noon 
for our next Author 
Talk with Stephen 

Kinzer on his book:

The True Flag: 
Theodore Roosevelt, 

Mark Twain, 
and the Birth of 

American Empire
 

Sign up HERE

The State Library is fortunate to have one of the two 
original accounts of the Pilgrim’s first Thanksgiving in 
William Bradford’s Of Plimoth Plantation.
Although you can see it in his original handrwiting 
and spelling HERE, it is much easier to follow in a 
more “modern translation.” Happy Thanksgiving!

“They began now to gather in the small harvest they 
had, and to fit up their houses and dwellings against 
winter, being all well recovered in health and 
strength and had all things in good plenty. For as 
some were thus employed in affairs abroad, others 
were exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and 
other fish, of which they took good store, of which 
every family had their portion. All the summer there 
was no want; and now began to come in store of 
fowl, as winter approached, of which this place did 
abound when they came first (but afterward 
decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl there 
was great store of wild turkeys, of which they took 
many, besides venison, etc. Besides, they had about a 
peck of meal a week to a person, or now since har-
vest, Indian corn to that proportion. Which made 
many afterwards write so largely of their plenty here 
to their friends in England, which were not feigned 
but true reports."

Remembering the November of 1621 in 2017--what 
was the Pilgrim’s First “Thanksgiving” Like?

The Wild Turkey: a print from 
the Library’s John James 
Audubon's Birds of 
America double-elephant 
folio

Steven A. Rosenberg, a staff writer for The Boston Globe from 
2002-2016 and now the publisher and editor of the Jewish 
Journal, spoke about his book Middle Class Heroes: Voices 
from Boston’s Suburbs at the State Library’s October Author 
Talk. The book’s cover features a photograph of Rosenberg’s 
father, Sam, at the suggestion of his Rosenberg’s son Aaron, 
who thought that his Tzede (Yiddish for Grandpa) belonged in 
a place of honor.  

October’s Author Talk: Middle Class 
Heroes: Voices from Boston’s Suburbs 

Rosenberg compiled the stories, all about people and places in and around Boston, 
from his vast collection of Globe articles. His emphasis is on the middle class, who 
Rosenberg believes are the backbone of America. He read three passages from the 
book: a story about Sully’s, a neighborhood bar in Charlestown owned by the same 
family since Prohibition; one about Stacey, a homeless woman from Lynn; and one 
about a 95 year old Marblehead crossing guard, Nana Putt. The author described 
how much he likes connecting with different people, and how he tries to address real 
issues by writing about real people. By doing so, he beleives he gives them access to a 
voice they might not ordinarily have. A fascinating read! Be sure to check it out.

 "If you are really thankful, 
what do you do? You share." 
— W. Clement Stone

http://archives.lib.state.ma.us/handle/2452/208249
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