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ORIGIN OF THE FLAG. 
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" The star spangled ba.nner, oh long may it wave 
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave." 
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~o tlte ~eteuctexs of trt.c ~tag 
TIIIS CO,VlPILATWN JS DEDICATED. 

The Order ot The Defenders of the Flag was 
founded for the purpose of bringing the knowledge 
of the flag to the youth of our country, with the 
hupe of inspiring them with patriotism. Anyone of 
either sex, regardless of age, may become a member 
of the Order by placing the right hand on the heart, 
repeating and signing the obligation, which is as fol
lows : 

"I solemnly promise on my mered honor to 
always defend the flag" 
In my work of extending the Order, I have been 

surprised at the limited knowledtCe whic:h the people 
of our country have as to the origin of the Flag. To 
supply thiti knowledge is the object of the publica
tion of this compilation, which is scarcely more than 
a collection of wemurandums, though many of such 
are the result of careful research through volumi- · 
nous sources for facts in relation to the origin of our 
Flag,made originally for my own information, with
out intention of publication. Therefore no care was 
taken to give credit for authorship, and in many in
stances, not only ideq-s, but the 'language of others 
may have been used without quotation marks. This 
e:iqilanation is deemed necessary to avoid the aucusa
tion of plagiarism . 

Binghamton, N. Y .. Stpt. 1, l89U. 
EDWARD F. JONES. 

:NOTE-Tbe Defenders of the flag is an Order, not an or
ganization. JJiember,hip is attainetl by simply taking and sign
Ing the obligatinn,usuaur on cards !Jearing tbe American flag, 
furnished for the purpose. There are no officers and uo clues. 
Further information may be procured by addressing the foiw
der of the Order, General Edward F. Jones, Binghamton, N. y_ 
A.s this is an entirely gratuitous work, stamp should !Je enclose<! 
for reply. 
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OUR FLAG. 
" IN THF. NAME OF OUR GOD WE WILL SET UP OUR 

BANNERS. " -Psalms xx-5. 
"Our English ,,· ord Rag, which in so me 

other languages is s pell ed nearly the same, 
and has a similar sound, signifies th:it 
which ha ngs down loosely, and is said to 
be derived from the earl y use of rushes 
(i e. flags) fur streamers, and also from an 
Anglo-Saxon word meaning to fly, be
cause the light material of which it is made 
is floated or lifted by every breeze." 

In old times a great variety of flags were 
used, which by th eir colcr, shape, size or 
the design thereon, indicated the rank of 
the bearer, the command which he led , or 
the service "'hich he owed. The flags of 
soldiers on foot (infantry) are ca iled colors, 
or ensigns. Formerly, in this country, this 
flag was carried by a commissioned officer 
(an ensign) next in rank to a lieutenant. 
Now the flag is borne by a color sergeant. 
The flags carried by .cavalry and mounted 
artillery are called guidons, and the flags 
of civic societies, such as Masons, Odd Fel
lows, etc., are commonly termed banners. 
Flags on forts and other places are desig_ 
nated as standards. The flag used by mer
chant vessels, yachts, etc., is known as a 
burgce, on which is usually inscribed the 
name of the vessel, or some special design 
indicating its ownership. 

The national flags of every country are 
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distinctive. That of the United States of 
America, in which we have more interest 
than all others, is the star spangled banner. 
We often hear our flag, lovingly, rever
ently and p:itriotically spoken uf as" Old 
Glriry." 

NOTE·· Like everything popular, many claim the credit of 
bestowiD!I: the name "Old Glory," but the most p1obable somce 
or its orl , in is found in the following interesting anecdote, from 
Collin 's "Drumoeat of the Nation." 

" Stephen Driver had been a sea-captain before the civil war 
and sailed from Salem, M:tss. Once when in a foreign port. for 
some importaut sen~ce renderen tbe people, he received from 
them a beautl'n! American flag. A priest blessed it as it rose 
to tlB m'l.sthead or his ship, and Captain Driver made a solemn 
prnmtse to defend it w!tl1 his life, if need be. Giving np the sea, 
1,e made hls home in Nashville, Tenn. He opposed secesslon. 
When the war began, to secrete the flag Im sewed it up in a 
,1ullt, under wh'ch he slept. HE NAMED JT OLD GLORY. Many 
t unes tue Confederate soidiers searched the house to tiud it. 
• I shall yet r;,,ise it above the State House,' was his reply. 

WhPn I he troops under Ruell entered Nashville, February 
lSu!, he r"becl the flag over the State house." 

Who clesig-necl it is not definitely known. 
It is probable that it is the work of many 
minds, and was not invented at one time, 
but was frequently changed, until the re
s.ult is to the eyes of every American the 
grandest banner in the world . 

lt is now the custom for ships and other 
sea g-oing vessels to carry a flag at the 
111:-t!',thead, indicating nationality. The an
cient Egyptians used to have their emblem 
painted on their sails. Naval vessels, in 
addition to their national colors and signal 
flags , carry a fhg indicating the rank of 
the officer in command, nnd ' by this, "·hen 
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naval yessels meet, the commanding ofA
c~rs know their respcctiYe rank'-, and the 
junior salt:tes the senior by firing the num
ber of g11ns to which his rank entitles him. 
Thi5 is responded to by the number of 
guns to which the juninr is entitled. 

Nn't'E---The national salute of the United States consists In 
the firing w:th blank cartridges, at interva.Is of eight or ten sec
oncts, of one gun ror every State in the U-nion. An international 
salute, a royal salute, and the Presidential or personal ~alute 
of the President of the United States are eacll 21 guns, while 
for the Vice-President, a member of the Cabinet, a Justice or 
tile Supreme Court, a Governor of a State, a foreign Ambassa-
1lor or Governor, the General of the army, the 1>ersonal salute 
is 17 guns. A Major-General Is entitled to 15 guns, a Brigadier
<Jeneral 13 guns. A Consu'ar salute is 7 guns. In the l' ite·1 
States Navy the Admiral is entitled to 17 guns, a Vice-Aclmlrnl 
15 gun , a Rear-Admiral 13 guns, a Commoclore 11 guns. 

lf history does not belie them, command
ers of war vessels used to be grer,t bullies. 
and were yery much afraid that they would 
not be treated with proper respect by com
manders of smaller vessels. It was the cus
tom, whenever a vessel, not carrying g uns 
with which to salute, shou ld pass in sight 
of a war vessel to drop her flag or l,)\ver 
her topsails as a token of respect. If this 
were carelessly or intentionally omitted, 
the smaller vessel would be yery lik<:>ly to 
h ,l\·e a shot fired across her bow, and ii the 
hint were not instantly heeded, a cannon 
ball Wt>uld fly through the rigging, at 
which remindP,r the commander of the 
smaller vessel Wlluld be very likely to re
member his mann ers. 

Flags are used for many purposes. In 
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modern times Rags of a single color have 
g-enerally a universally accepted meaning. 
Thus, a white flag is a token ot peace. 
When contending armies <1rc in action, and 
either side desire a cessation of hostilities, 
a white flag is displayed, either as a token 
of surrender or a wish to communicate, 
and an officer carrying a white flag is sent 
out to confer with the enemy. This is 
called a flag •>f truce. 

In all civilized warfare a flag of· truce is 
respected and the bearer is entitled to 
safely approach the opposing lines, deliver 
his message and return unmole~ted. 

A red tlag signifies defiance, and is also 
used as a signal of clanger or warning. 
it is the uni,,ersally adopted emblem of 
anarchy. A black flag denotes pirac?, and 
used to be hoisted by piratical vessels to 
indicate that no quarter would be given 
or taken, and also used in prisons to an
nounce-the execution of a criminal. A yel
low flag denotes quarantine, and is a warn
ing to prevent people from approaching 
vessels or places where contagious dis
eases prevail. 

When the position of the flag is reyersed, 
that is hoisted upside down, it is a signal 
of distress, and on vessels an appeal for 
help. The flag at half rnast, that is, not 
hoisted to the top of the staff, indicates 
m ,1urning. 

To trace the origin of our National Flag 
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we must go back to colonial days, when 
the original thirteen States of our present 
Union were colonies of Great Britain (our 
mother country), and, prior to the Revo
lution, generally used the British flag. 
This was a square white flag with a stripe 
of red extending from top to bottom and 
from side to side through the centre, form
ing the cross of St George. (See fig. 1.) 
This flag was used until 1686, when a 
crown of gilt was added on the centre and 
the monogram of J. R. (Jacobus Rex). 
This was the flag of King James L Su bse
quently, in the year 1706, when Scotland 
was added to England, the white cross of 
St. Andrew, which was in the fcirm of the 
letter X, extending from coni.er to corner, 
was added. The field was changed from 
white to blue. (see fig. 2.) Afterward these 
crosses were placed in the canton, a small, 
square portion of the upper left hand cor
ner of the flag. (see fig. 3.) ln the first 
battle of the Revolution, that of Concord 
and Lexington, April 19th, 1775, we find: 
no record of any flag used at Concord. 
those who were engaged having assembled 
without any previuus warning or time for 
organization. But at Lexington the flag 
used was that of the Bedford minute men. 
1 t was designed by Capt. Page, and lately 
presented by his descendants to the town 
t,f I3edforcl, and is. now kept in the public 
library. 
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At the battle of Bunker Hill, occurring 
June 17, 1775,it is to be presumed that the 
Americans fought under some flag. Still it 
is claimed by some historians that they 
had no flag. If any, what that flag was is 
a question, but Trumbnll, in his picture of 
the '' Battle of Bunker Hill," occupying 
one of the panels of the rotunda of the 
Capitol at Wa~hington, shows a red flag, 
with a green pme tree on a white canton, 
as the standard of the American troops. 

Other authorities claim that the flag car
ried at Bunker Hill by the Americans was 
another of the Colonial flags, several de
si;zns having been used in New England 
for many years. Some of these had a red 
field, with a St. George cross thereon, and 
a pine tree or a globe in the canton. Others 
had a blue field in place of the red.(see fig.4) 

No·1'B--It !Jas been claimed tllat the painting by Trumbull 
settled the question as to what flag was carried by the Ameri
cans a t the battle of Bunker Hill, but it must not be forgotten 
that artists as well as poets assume to have a " license," and 
that Trumbull may have considered that the flag that he cleline
ated harmonized better with his painting, whethPr it was iu 
fact a true copy of the flag under which our forefathers fought 
so bravely. The writer well remembers an incident of the late 
civil war which caused him to lose faith in the absolute cor
rectness of pictures "taken on the spot." ·while encamped on 
Ship Island in 1862, he was the witness of a naval engai:ement 
between some Union and Confederate vessels in MJssissippi 
Sound. The next morning two artists, represe,,ting Harper's 
aod Frank Leslie's, respectively__, were in his tent maklug illus
trations of the enga0 ement. m criticizing the drawing, the 
writer remarked : "f'ou have not put the Massachusetts fn the 
right place. Sl1e laid over here. ' · " That is so," replied th~ 
artisti "but It m:i.kes a better picture to put her over there." 
We uo uot know how often truth is sacrificed to artist·s 
H license." 
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Subsequently as the troops from various 
colonies came into service they brought 
with them special flags. Connecticut sol
d{ers carried standards bearing on them 
the arms of that colony, with the motto, in 
Latin, "God, who transported us hither, 
will support us," The r egiments were des
ignated by flags of different colors and in
scriptions. 

October 20th, 1775, it is said that W ash
ington wrote to a member of Congress, as 
follows: " Please fix up some particular 
flag and a signal by which our vessels 
may know one another, and distinguish 
friend from foe. What do you think of a 
flag with a white ground, a tree in the 
middle, the motto, 'Appeal to Heaven '. 
This is the flag of our floating batteries." 
(See fig. 5.) The suggestion of Washing
ton seems to have been generally accepted 
for the time. .This same flag was adopted 
April 1776, by the Massachusetts council. 
This was called the Pine Tree flag. It is 
not known who originated it, the insignia 
having been in use by the Massachusetts 
Colony for a long- time, the same design 
being stamped on some of the coins of th~ 
colony. Commodore Samuel Tucker, in a 
letter written in 1818, says: "The first 
cruise I made was in January, 1776, in the 
schooner Franklin. My wife made the ban
ner I fought under, the field of which was 
white, and the union green, made therein 
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in the figure of a pine tree, made ot cloth 
of her own purchasing, at her own ex
pense." And this was the flag most used 
by the colonists till July, 1776. A flag was 
exhibited in Independence Hall, Philadel
phia,in 1876 which it is claimed was carried 
by a Newburyport, Mass., company dur
ing the Revolution, of which the following 
is a description: "The flag has a white 
canton, on which is painted a green pine 
tree in a blue field, surrounded by a chain 
circle of thirteen links, each link grasped 
by a mailed hand coming uut of a cloud." 

Another interesting flag of the times is 
one which was carried by Colonel John 
Proctor's regiment of Pennsylvania, de
scribed as follows: "The flag is composed 
o± heavy watered silk. The painting is 
alike on both sides of the flag. It is six 
feet, four inches long, by five feet, ten in
c hes wide, and is cantoned with the Eng
lish union jack ot 1707. That is with a ~t. 
George's red and St. Andrew's white cross 
on a blue field. In the centre ot the blue 
field there is painted a rattlesnake of the 
natural color coiled up, and in the attitude 
of striking, and having thirteen rattles 
e rect, representing the thirteen colonies. 
The head of the snake is significantly 
e rected as if in defiance, toward the Eng
lish union. Below the snake on a yellow 
scroll, in black lettei-s, is the motto, 'Don't 
tread on me.' " It would seem that up to 
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July, 1776, the Continental Congress had 
taken no act10n on the acioption of a flag, 
and vessels and troops followed to quite an 
extent their own fancies. A favorite de
sign was that of a rattlesnake witli the 
motto, " Don't tread on me .. , (See fig. 6.) 

Previous t<> the union of the colonies 
Be11jamin Franklin published at the head 
of his newspaper the figure of a serpent 
divided into thirteen parts, having thereon 
the initial letter of the colonies, with the 
motto, "Join or die." After the colonies 
united he changed this emblem to a whole 
serpent, with the motto, " Union is 
Strength." 

At the battle of Long Island, fought 
August, 1776, a regimental color of red 
damask, h,tVing only the word " Liberty" 
on the field was captured by the British. 

The first Rifle Regiment of Pennsyl
vania carried a flag with a deep green 
ground, the device a tiger, partly endosed 
by toils attempting the pass, defended bv 
a hunter armed with a spear (111 white) on 
a crimson field. The motto, "Donari nolo." 

There were also flags with the tollowing 
i-nscriptions cu6ed at various times-: 
"Liiberty ," "Liberty and Prnper~y ," "Lib
erty and Union. ,., 

On the 2:d o,f January, rn6, Washington 
ira ,sed at the camp i.n Cam bridge, a ffag 
which was called the gr,a.r;i-d un,ion flag. 
[See fig. 7-l Lt is described as foLLows ~ ··h 
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had thirteen stripes, aTternating red and 
white, in the field, and the united crosses 
of St. George and St. Andrew on a blue 
ground rn the corner." It has been sug
gested that the idea of the stript's indicat
ing the colonit's was derived from the 
natirmal flag of the Netherlands. It is 
also claimed by good authority that 
Washmgton derived the idea fro ,n the 
stripes on his owu escutche0n, as his 
body guard, when he marched to take 
command ot the camp at Cambridge 
carried a flag having such device thereon. 
An examination of the coat of arms of the 
Washington family sustains the proba
bility ol such claim being well founded. 
It is also claimed that in the year 1775 
Benjamin Franklin was one of a Con
gressional committee to design a flag 
for the colonies, and that the flag raised by 
Washington at Cambridge was the work 
of that committee, the retention oi the 
crosses of St. George and St. Andrew on 
the canton was to signify that although the 
colon'ies were contesting with the mother 
country for their rights, they still acknowl
edged allegiance to her. The first time 
that this flag was used in. battle was at 
Dorchester Heights. 
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Referring to regimental colors we find 
the following ordc:'r: 

" HEADQUARTERS, 20th Feb., 1776. 

As it is necessary that every regiment 
should be furnished with coiors, and that 
those colors bear s )me kind of similitude 
to the regiment t::> which thc:'y belong, 
the Colonels, with their resrective Brig. 
adiers, and with the Quartermaster Gen
eral, mav fix upon any such as are propet 
and can be procured. There must be tor 
each rt:gimf'nt the standard for regimental 
colors anrl c::>lors Jor each grand division, 
«· ·:+ ·* the whole to be small and light. 
The number of the regiment is to be marked 
on the colors, and such other mottoes as 

_ the Colonels may choose." 
We again hear of this Union flag being 

displayed at Williamsburg, Va., on May 
15th, 1776, the occasion being a convention 
which instructed its delegates in Congress 
to declare the united colonies free and in
dependent States. 

We read of a picture of a flag with 
thirteen stripes, without any canton, but 

· with a snake undulating across the stripes, 
and underneath it the motto, " Don't tread 
on me," but find no record of the use of 
such a flag, unless it was hoisted by John 
Paul Jones on board the Alfred, which 
was being fitted out at Philadelphia at 
about this same time. Of this incident Paul 
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Jones writes as follows: "It was my for
tune, as the Senior First Lieutenant, to 
hoist the flag of America the first time it 
was displayed." This is the first record 
of the use of this flag on a regular man-of
war. 

In the original arrangement of the flag-, 
it wc:1s intended that each stripe should 
represent a province, and so after New 
York was taken by the British and held by 
them, one stripe was 1aken off the flag in 
many instances, intending 10 indicate there
by that there were but twelve proviuces 
united. 

On July 4th, 1776, the Declaration of In
dependence was made. Up to this time 
there seems to have been as exemplified by 
the grand union flag a sentiment of loyalty, 
as the rrovinces continue<l to use the 
crosses of St. George an<l St. Andrew ou 
the canton of their flag of thirteen red and . 
white stripes. Several months seem to 
have elapsed before any change was made 
in the flag although the matter must have 
been the subject of much thought, consid
eration and discussion. 

September 9, 5776, Congress ordered the 
use ot the term United States on all official 
documents in place of. United Colonies, as 
heretofore. 

October 5, 1776, Captain William Rich. 
ards wrote to the Pennsylvania Council of 
Safety, "the fleet has not any colors to 
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hoist if they should be called to duty. Jt 
is not in my power to get them dont>, until 
there is a design tn make the colors bv." 

\Ve do not find 1h01 any action was taken 
by Congress on what to us at this distant 
day seems to be a matter of great import
ance, until June 14th, 1777, when it was re
solve<l "that the fl.al! of the thirteen United 
States be thirteen stripes alternate red and 
white: that the union be thirteen stars, 
white in a illue field representing a new con
stellation." This resolution was printed in 
the papers in August, but was not officially 
promulg-ated until September 3d, 1777. 

It is very much to be regretted that it 
cannot be ascertained beyond dispute who 
is the designer ot our beautiful flag, but it 
is not at all improbable that George Wash
ington was to a great extent, the author, 
and that he rleriverl the idea from his coat 
of arms. '' The Washington farnily were 
inhabitants o! the middle and northern 
counties ol England in the thirteenth cen
tury. The earliest descriptions of the arms 
of the Washingtons (under the name ot de 
Wessynton of Durham, A. D., 1306), is a 
shield, of which the field is red, with a white 
bar upon which are three red leaves. When · 
the name changed to Weshyngton the arms 
are borne as a red shield, with a black bar 
on which are three red stars or spur rowels. 
With the first appearance ot the name of 
Washington, the shield changes to white, 
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the two bars and three stars are red. This 
has been I he Washington coat of arms for 
more th m five centuries. Interµreting the 
colors and chan~es of the shield, white and 
red here as elsewhere, indicate respectively 
purity :ind courage; the stars, honor; the 
bar when single 111ay mean a military sash, 
two bars show that the first bearer had 
built a lort1f-ication f11r his prince. The 
arms were broug-ht to this country by John 
\Vashrngton who emi~1 ated to Virginia in 
the year 1657. He was the great-great 
grandfather of George Washington, who 
decorated the panels of his coach with the 
family arms, and also used them engraven 
upon seals to stamp the commissions of his 
officers." 

There seems to be positive proof that in 
June, 1776, Washin~lon called in company 
with Colonel Ross and Robert Morris up
on a Mrs. Ro,s. for the purpose of getting 
her to make a flag lrom a design which they 
carried with them. It is represented that 
this is the American flag as now constitu
ted, with the exception that the stars there· 
on were six pointed. It is chimed by the 
descendants .,f Mrs. Ross that the change 
was made at her suggestion, but no reason 
is given, but it is possible that as the English 
star had six points and that as we were at 
war with England the change was made tL> 
emphasize the ant:1gonism. The stars uf 
the heraldry o[ Europe h:wc five points, 
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which is tollowed on our flag, while the 
stars on our cnins have six points, follow
ing the heraldry ot Eng land. (See fig. 8.J 

In relntion to the flag- known as the Paul 
J ones Flag. ( which has thirteen stripes ancl 
but twelve star~,) this identic;i] fla~ is nnw 
in the posse~~ion of Mrs. H. R. P. Stafford, 
of Cottage City, l\Lirtha's Vineyard, and 
by her bequeathed to the National Mu
seum, Was hington , 11. C. This flag, it is 
claimed, was m;Lde in Philadelphia, b~, Mrs. 
Mary and Sarah Austin, under the super
vision of General Washington and Captarn 
J,>hn Brown. This is the flag that was 
ho me by the Borr Homme Richa rd, Sep
tember 23d, 1776, during the action with 
th e Brit1::,h frigate, The Serapis, and is no 
doubt the first flag bearing the stars and 
f;t.ripes ever hoist.erl over an Am ericr1.n ves
sel of war, and the first that was ever sa-
1 u ted by a foreign naval power. In cor
roboration: 

"PRILADF.LPHIA, Monday, Dec. 13, 1784. 

J ,u rns BAYAHD STAFFORD: 
Sir :--[ am directed hy the marine committee 

to inform you that on last Thursday, the 9th, they cleciclecl to 
bzstow upon you, for your meritorious services thro' tlte late 
war, 'Paul .Jono.s' Starry Flag of the Bon H omme l{icharcI'-· 
which was transferred to the Alliauce---a boarding swoarcl or 
saicl ship ancl a musq11et ~aot11recl from the Heraprs. lf you 
w r i te to Captain .Toho Brown, at the yard. wlmt ship yon wish 
tuem eut L>y to :-.ew York. tuey wi ll be forward ed to you. 

Your ll.u,uule servant. 
J.-\:\lES 1\-[AYLJr.R, 

Secretary pro tem." 
This flag has bee n in the possession of 

th e Stafford family from the above da~e. 
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There are many claims as to who first 
floated the American flag in English waters 
on a merchant vessel, but a member oi 
parliament gave notice, February 7th, 1783, 
to the House ot Commons "of a very recent 
and extraordinary event. There was," he 
said, at the time of his speaking, "an Amer
ican ship in the Thames with thirteen 
stripes, flying on board, and the cu:;toms 
officers did not know what action to take." 
This ship was the Bedford, Captain Moore, 
from New Bedford, Mass., and was no 
doubt the first merchant vessel to fly the 
American flag in English waters. 

An anonymous writer says: " Every 
nation has its symbolic ensign,-some have 
birds. some have beasts, snme fishes, some 
reptiles, int heir banners. Our fathers chose 
the stars and stripes,-the reel telling ot the 
blood shed by them for their country, the 
blue oi the heavens ;-,nd their protection, 
and the stars ot the se>parate States embod
ied in one nationality, E Pluribus Unum." 

It is thought that Alfred £3. Stref'.t drew 
largely ·upon his imagination when he 
wr1>te, "The stars of the new flag repre
sent a constellation of States rising in the 
west. The idea was taken from the con
stellation Lyra, which in the hanrls of Or
pheus sig111fied harmony. The blue of the 
field was taken from the edg€s of the 
Covenanters' banner in Scotland, signiti
CJ.nt also of the league and covenant ot the 
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United Colonies against oppression and in
volving the virtues ot vigilance, persever
ence and justice. The stars were disposed 
in a circle, symbolizing the perpetuity ol 
the uni0n. The ring, like the circling ser
pent of the Egyptians signifying eternity. 
The thirteen stripes showed with the stars 
the number of the United C •Jlonies, and 
denoted the sub::irdination ol the States 
to the U ni0n, as well as eq ualit v among
themselves. Th e whole was a blending ot 
the various flags, previous to the Union 
flag-the red flag ot the army and the white 
ot the floating batteries. The red color, 
which in Roman days, was the signal of 
defiance, denotes daring, and the white 
purity. What eloquence do the stars 
breathe when their full significance is 
known. A new constellation, union, per
petuity, a covenant against oppression, jus
tice, equality , subordination, courage and 
purity." 

The following is an interesting anecJote 
in relation to 1 he early u,e of the flag: 

On August 2, , 777, Fort Stauwix was 
besie![ed bv the British. The Americans 
havin:!; no flag (stars a,,cJ stripes) soon made 
one from articles of clqthi11g-. ~hirts were 
cut up t•> make the white stripes, bits of 
scarlet were j()iner! for the red, aud the blue 
g-round fnr the stars was made trom a coat, 
and under tl, is Hai its gallant clelend ers 



stood a siege of twenty days when the 
British withdrew. 

Another version: "It is claimed th;1t 
the first using of the stars and stripes in 
actual military service was at Fort Stan
wix; re-named Fort Schuyler, n:Jw Rome, 
N. Y., in 1777. August 2d, of that year, 
the fort was besieged by the English ancl 
Indians; the brave garrison were without 
a flag, but one was made in the fort. The 
red was strips of a petticoat furnished by 
a woman, the white was from shirts torn 
up for the purpose, and the blue was a 
piece ()f Colonel Peter Gansevoort's mili
tary cloak.'' 

In relation to the claim that the above 
flag is now in existence, the following let
ter 1s s11bmitterl: 
GENERAL EDWARD F. JONER, 

"ALBANY, July 3d, 1896. 

Binghamton, X. Y. 
Dear Sir: 

The original flag used at Fort Stanwix is not in exist
ence, and tbere is nothing known even in tile way of trau1-
t1on of its ultimate disposition . Tile flag in the possession of 
Mrs. Lansing is one used between 1780-83, and floated over 
the surrender of Cornwallis. This information is handed clown 
through Peter Gansevoort, the son of Gen. Peter, who was 
the grandfather of Mrs. Lansing. There was no positive in
formation about the making of the Fort Stanwix flag, except 
in this one particular. I have uow before me a letter addressed 
to Gen. Peter Gansevoort, under the elate of 29th of August, 
1778, by Abraham Swartout, in which he says among other 
things, 'agreeable to your promise, I was to have an orcler 
for eight yards of Broad cloth, in lieu of my Blue coat, whicll 
was usecl fo,· colors at Fort Schuyler.' !i e. Fort i'ltanwix.) 
This seems to set at rest any question as to who furnished the 
hlue for the flag. This letter has never been published, ancl 
directly contraclicts Willett's narrntive." 



There is positive proof that the stars and 
stnpes were carried at th e battle of Bran
dywine, Sep tern ber I, , 777, and also at G er-
111antown, October 4th of the same year, 
and in all subsequent battles throug h all 
the revolution. 

1t was the original intention of th e de
signers of the flag that each stripe as well 
as each star, should· represent a State. Pre
vious to 1795 the flag was composed of 
thirteen stars and thirteen stripes. But on 
the admission of the States of Vermont 
and Kentucky to the Union two more stars 
and two more stnpes were added, and this 
was the flag- of our country up to 1818. 

The increase rn the number ot States 
rendertd the adoption of a stripe for each 
State impracticable, ftir had it contmued 
to the present time we should have had a 
flag of fort_v-fi ve stri pcs, therefore it seemed 
necessary to change the flag, and the fol
lowing was among- the most noticeable 
suggestions. The flag to be divided into 
four equal quarters, the upper left hand 
corner the blue canton with ::tars, one for 
each State, the corner below the Goddess 
of Liberty, the right hand upper corner to 
be occupied by the American eagle, and 
the corner beneath to contain thirteen 
stripes alternating red and white, but good 
selil.se prevailed, and the suggestion of 
Hon. Peter H. Wend over, mem br:: r of 
Congress from New York was adop-



te<l by the C0ngres -ional committee, 
and a res1Jlution passed by Congress anrl 
approved A pnl 4th, 1818, provides, "that 
irom and after the 4th day ()f July next, the 
fla g of the United States be thirteen hori
zontal stripes, alternate red and white, that 
the union be tw ent y stars, white in a blue 
field. And that on the admission uf a new 
State into the U ni on, one star be added to 
the union of the flag. And t hat such addi
ti on take effec t on the 4th day o f July next 
succeeding such admission." 

NOTE.-It ls orten claimed that the present form of our flag 
was suggested by Capt. Samuel C. Reed, but it seems that his 
connection with the affair arose from the fact that Mrs. Reed 
made the flag shown to Congress for and in conformity to the 
suggestion of Mr. Wendover. 

This statement is made by Prof. Augustus Bedforcl,of Boston, 
a grann-son of Mr. Wendover, himself an acknowledged author
ity on the origin of om National .!<'lag. 

State alter State has been admitted to 
our Union, and star after star has appeared 
on our flag , until we have forty-five States 
in our Union and forty-five stars in the 
constella tion on o ur flag. 

The following is a correct description of 
the new army regulation flags, as ordered 
by the War Department, to take eftect 
July 4th, 1896. • 
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REGIMENTAL .COLORS. 

The flag to be Ii ve feet six incbes long by fuur feet four 
inches wide, made of silk. The l\ elcl two feet six inches long 
hy two feet four inches wide. The ,;;idth of the stripes four 
inches. The statI nine feet in length and the distance between 
tlie eclge of the flag and the first row of stars two aml n ineteeu 
thirty-second inches. At the top of the stall' a si;iear head, ancl 
pe1;dant from the spear, tassels sKingiug from two golden 
cords. A heavy golcl fringe on tl1 e edges. 

The n:ttional flags hoistecl st ~amps or forts are made of 
buutiog of American manufacture. 

Th"Y are or the following three sizes : 
The storm and recruiting flag. measuring eight feet in 

length by four feet tv.o inches in widtb. 
The post flag, measuring twenty feet in length by ten feet 

in w,dth. 

The garrison fla g, measuring thirty-six feet in length by 
twenty feet in width. This flag is hoisted only on holidays all(! 
p:reat occasions. The union is one third of the length of the 
flag, and extends to the lower edge of the fourth reel stripe 
fro m the top. 

Now that the flag is to contain forty-five stars, they will 
be arranged as follows by ordPr of the \'{ar Department : in 
~ix rows. The Jirst, third anti fifth rows to have eight stars, 
and the seccnd, fourth and sixth rows seven stars each in a 
blue fi eld. (See fig. 9., · 

The revenue 11ag of the Un itecl States has an eagle in the 
canton, with thirteen stars arrangtd in a curve above it, with 
thirteen red and white stripes, vertical instead of horizontal, 
(See fi g. 10.) 

NOTE---The oldest national flag in the world is that of Den
mark, which has been in use since the year 1219. 

UNIFORMS Of THE U . s. ARMY. 

N OTE---The colors of the uniforms for the military service ot 
the United States are usually blue ("boys in blue" J. For In
fantry, trimmed with white; Artillery, red; Cavalry, orange; 
anct for Riflemen or Sharpshooters, green. 
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