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END OF YEAR MESSAGE 

As always, a dynamic and productive school year is drawing to a close. Before we transition into summer 
break mode, it is fitting to take a moment or two to reflect on a few highlights from the past year and 
consider the year ahead.  

We would like to start by recognizing each of you for the dedication, talent, energy and care you bring to 
your work. Together, we are making a tangible difference providing high quality educational options for 
our students, families and community throughout Massachusetts. 

This newsletter contains a number of important items with multiple links to new or updated 
information, and though lengthy, we suggest you review it carefully, pass on the information to others 
as appropriate, and act where requested.   
 
In addition, we encourage you to stay current with key updates from the Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (Department) by reading the Commissioner’s Weekly Message each Friday. We will 
also continue to send out periodic, Friday email messages that require timely notice/action for charter 
schools to our various listservs (leaders, business managers, special education directors, and board 
chairs; be sure to update Directory Administration), as needed.   
 
Highlight: 

 On April 10 2017, The Council of Chief State School Officers announced that Sydney Chaffee, a 
high school humanities teacher from Codman Academy Charter Public School, is the 2017 
National Teacher of the Year.  
 
Sydney has taught for 10 years and believes education must be authentic and encourages her 
students to take risks by creating a safe environment in her classroom for diverse learners. 
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/updates.html
http://www.ccsso.org/ntoy.html
http://www.ccsso.org/ntoy.html
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IMPORTANT DATES 

 

DATE ITEM 

August 1 Deadline for requests to expand grades, enrollment, or charter region 

August 1 Deadline to submit the Application for Renewal of a Public School Charter 

August 1 Deadline to submit Annual Reports  

August 24 Training for new special education and ESL administrators 

September 1 Deadline for submission of 2016 disclosure of financial interest (Trustees) 

 

BOARDS OF TRUSTEES 

 
2016 Disclosures of Financial Interest 
The Department distributed 2016 disclosures of financial interests on Monday, May 15, 2017 to all 
trustees who were active board members for 30 days or more during the 2016 calendar year. Please be 
sure to remind individuals of their obligations to complete these forms by September 1 to be in 
compliance with Massachusetts law. Contact James DiMaio at jdimaio@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3228 
if you have any questions. 
 
Online Training for Charter School Boards of Trustees 
The Department has developed online governance training for all members of Massachusetts charter 
school boards of trustees. The charter school regulations require that “Every member of the board of 
trustees shall, within one year of appointment, complete orientation concerning the responsibilities of 
their office, as determined by the Commissioner, and any other training required by other state 
agencies.” 603 CMR 1.06 (3) 
  
We hope that this governance training will help define the roles and responsibilities of charter school 
boards of trustees in order to better support effective charter school governance.  
  
In the next couple of weeks, we will first share the link to the training with all board chairs. After the 
training is provided to board chairs, we will share the link with all board of trustee members.  We 
strongly encourage you to take the training and hope that you will promote it among the members of 
your board.  
  
In the upcoming year, we hope to create additional targeted training materials for charter school boards 
of trustees. We may be reaching out to you again in the near future to help us determine the training 
needs of Massachusetts charter school boards of trustees. If you have any questions, please contact 
Ruth Hersh at rhersh@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3211.    
 

CHARTER APPLICATIONS AND EXPANSIONS 

 
Information for 2017-18 Charter School Application and Expansions Cycle 
The 2017-2018 charter application and expansion cycle will begin this summer. The Department will 
accept charter applications and charter amendments for most communities, with the exception of 40 
districts which are at the limit established by statute. Estimates of seats available in all other districts are 
available online for download.  
 
  

mailto:jdimaio@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr1.html?section=all
mailto:rhersh@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24350
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/app/NSS-Projections.xlsx
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 The deadlines are as follows: 
 

 Noon on August 1: Deadline for expansion requests to increase maximum enrollment and/or 
change grade spans.  

 
All new charter schools and significant charter expansions awarded by the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (Board) are eligible for additional funding through the Charter School Program 
grant. The Department was recently granted a waiver by the federal Department of Education which will 
permit additional funding to be awarded to existing charter schools who are approved by the Board to 
increase their enrollment by at least 50 percent of their maximum current enrollment or to add two or 
more grades to their current grade span. 
 
Anyone with questions about the availability of seats, the charter application process, the charter 
amendment process, or the proven provider requirement can contact Alyssa Hopkins at 781-338-3219 
or ahopkins@doe.mass.edu.  If you have any questions regarding the Charter School Program grant, 
please contact Joanna Laghetto at 781-338-3221 or jlaghetto@doe.mass.edu. 

 
Application Reviewers [Opportunities in August and November/December] 
The Commonwealth has the best charter application reviewers in the country and we couldn’t claim that 
distinction without the participation of experienced experts like you. Please visit our website for an 
overview of the experience if you are interested in participating this year. We benefit from the 
participation of novice and veteran charter school staff – your perspectives prove invaluable to a robust 
process. Please share this information, including the volunteer form, with employees who might be 
interested. The timeline for participation is similar to previous years; opportunities exist both over the 
summer (during the month of August) and during the fall (November and December). 
 

POLICY UPDATES 

 
Next-Generation MCAS  

Please visit the Next-Gen MCAS page on a regular basis to keep up to date on information: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/resources.html.  
 
See the latest updates about the 2017 Next-Gen MCAS and MCAS administration here: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24398  
 

ACCOUNTABILITY 

 
Annual Reports 
A charter school's Annual Report must be submitted to the Office of Charter Schools and School 
Redesign at the Department on or before August 1, as set forth in the charter school statute. The Annual 
Report will be used by the Department to review the school's performance and progress for the past 
academic year, be corroborated and augmented by site visits, and will serve as one of the primary pieces 
of evidence that the Board will review when it considers a school's application for charter renewal. 
 
The Annual Report Guidelines provided the required elements that must be included in each report. In 
addition, there is a sample Recruitment and Retention (R&R) Plan that outlines a variety of potential 
situations using the new template below. Please contact your accountability liaison if you have 
questions about the new R&R template.  
  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/new/?section=app
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/AmendmentGuidelines.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/governance/AmendmentGuidelines.docx
mailto:ahopkins@doe.mass.edu
mailto:jdimaio@doe.masss.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/new/?section=review
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/app/Reviewer-VolunteerInfo.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/resources.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/nextgen/resources.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24398


Charter School Newsletter – June 2017 
MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

 

4 | P a g e  

 

 

 Annual Report Guidelines 2016-17 

 Sample Recruitment and Retention Template 2016-17 
 
As mentioned in the Annual Report Guidelines webinar, the list of charter schools that are located in 
districts that enroll 10% or more of limited English proficient students is now published. If the charter 
school is named, the school’s recruitment strategies must include a variety of outreach efforts in the 
most prevalent languages of the district. Charter schools should check this list and ensure that their 
recruitment plan reflects the languages listed. If you have any additional questions, please contact Ellie 
Rounds Bloom at erounds-bloom@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3212. 
 

 List of charter schools located in district that enroll 10% or more of limited English proficient students 
 
The webinar below outlines required components of the Annual Report including updates on how 
schools should report financial information and changes to the R&R Plan. Please contact your school’s 
liaison, if you have specific questions about the Annual Report Guidelines or submission. 
 

 Annual Report Guidelines Webinar 2017 
 
Renewal 2018 
The Department has updated the Application for Renewal of a Public School Charter and published the 
new version in mid-February 2017. If your charter school is slated for a renewal determination in 2018, 
please use the most recent version of the application. See here: 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew for more details about the renewal 
process.  
 
Volunteer Site Visitors  
The Department seeks volunteers with expertise in classroom instruction, school leadership, and/or 
school governance to serve as external site visitors on charter school accountability visits. If you are 
interested in applying to be a site visitor, please fill out a brief online survey at the following 
link: http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1694009/Site-Visit-Volunteer-Interest-Form. Please see 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=visit for a FAQ related to participating as a site 
visitor. 

 

ACCESS AND EQUITY 

 
Upcoming Professional Development 
Once again, the Office of Charter Schools and School Redesign will be hosting training for all new special 
education and ESL administrators on August 24, 2017. This meeting is intended for any special education 
and ESL directors who are new to their position (hired within the last two years). During the meeting, 
you will have the opportunity to meet with Department staff, ask questions about the 
presentations/materials, and network with fellow charter leaders. Current administrators who want a 
refresher on basic charter school information are welcome to attend. Please register by August 21st. If 
you have any questions, please contact Ellie Rounds Bloom at erounds-bloom@doe.mass.edu or 781-
338-3212. Register at http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=9593 
 

Guidance on Programming for EL students  
The Access and Equity team continues to work closely with the Office of English Language Acquisition 
and Academic Achievement (OELAAA) on the implementation of the Rethinking Equity in Teaching 
English Language Learners (RETELL) initiative in the charter community. Please contact Ellie Rounds 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/annualguide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/template.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/proficiency.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/proficiency.html
mailto:erounds-bloom@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/proficiency.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/annualguideoverview.pptx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=renew
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1694009/Site-Visit-Volunteer-Interest-Form
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/acct.html?section=visit
mailto:erounds-bloom@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/conference/?ConferenceID=9593
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/annualguide.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/template.docx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/proficiency.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/guides/annualguideoverview.pptx
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Bloom at erounds-bloom@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3212 if you have questions regarding the RETELL 
initiative. 
 
Save the date 
On Saturday, November 4, 2017, the Arc of Massachusetts will hold an all-day conference on Transition 
from School to Adult Life at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester. The keynote is Dr. Michael 
Wehmeyer, Director of the Beach Center on Disability at the University of Kansas. Visit the website for 
more information. Registration opens in August. 
 

FINANCE AND DATA 

 
Superintendent’s Checklist 
As we are wrapping up the year, please be sure you adhere to all relevant reporting deadlines and 
requirement outlined in the 2016-2017 Superintendent Checklist.  The 2017-2018 checklist will be 
available soon.  
 
Charter Schools Program Grant (CSP) Now Includes Awards for Expanding Schools 
As mentioned above, the Department recently received good news from the U.S. Department of 
Education. The Department was recently granted a waiver by the federal Department of Education 
which will permit additional funding to be awarded to existing charter schools who are approved by the 
Board to increase their enrollment by at least 50 percent of their maximum current enrollment or to add 
two or more grades to their current grade span. This program will be run similar to the Charter School 

Start-Up Assistance Program.   
 
CSP Facilitating School-to -School Learning Competition 
Another part of this CSP Grant is the Dissemination Grant Competition that we are currently running. 
The primary objective of this grant is to support dissemination of effective practices and programs that 
have proven successful in Massachusetts' charter schools. We are very pleased to receive 17 
applications requesting funds ranging from $70K-$635K! The applications will evaluated by a peer 
review process and the top scoring applicants will be invited to the Department for an interview. The 
final decisions will announced by the end of June. 
 
Preliminary 3rd Quarter FY17 Commonwealth Charter School Tuition 
The Department's calculation of preliminary 3rd quarter FY17 charter school tuition and reimbursements 
has been posted at FY17 Preliminary Tuition. Final FY17 tuition and reimbursements will be calculated in 
June 2017. All districts and charter schools are reminded that these tuition calculations are still 
estimates. For a summary of the tuition disbursement process, please go to the School Finance: Charter 
School web posting. 
 
FY18 Pre-enrollment, Waitlist, and Significant Expansion Report 
Thank you all for successfully submitting the FY18 Charter School Pre-enrollment report by March 15th  
The memo to the state’s superintendents went out on March 31st and showed that in FY18, there will be 
46,302 students attending Massachusetts charter schools! The FY18 waitlist submission was also due on 
March 15th and the memo showing the results was posted in May.  Highlights of this report show that 74 
out of 80 charter schools in the Commonwealth have waitlists, representing 31,600 unique students. 
New schools and schools that are significantly expanding submit a significant expansion report by today, 
June 16th.  This report is similar to the pre-enrollment submission where the schools indicate how many 
of their students will have SPED or ELL status. Guidance on significant expansion can be found here. 
  

mailto:erounds-bloom@doe.mass.edu
http://thearcofmass.org/event/transition-from-school-to-adult-life-2/
http://thearcofmass.org/event/transition-from-school-to-adult-life-2/
http://thearcofmass.org/event/transition-from-school-to-adult-life-2/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/checklist.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2017/535/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2017/535/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2018/537/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/fy17/Q3-preliminary.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/calculation.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/calculation.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/enrollment/FY2018/Waitlist.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/enrollment/FY2018/Waitlist.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=24378
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Preliminary FY18 Commonwealth Charter School Tuition 
The Department's calculation of preliminary FY18 charter school tuition and reimbursements has been 

posted on our website under Tuition at FY18 Preliminary Tuition.  This is based on the FY18 Charter 
School Pre-enrollment. All districts and charter schools are reminded that these tuition calculations are 
still estimates. For a summary of the tuition disbursement process, please go to the School Finance: 
Charter School web posting. 
 
FY17 CHART 
The Charter Analysis and Review Tool (CHART) for 2017 was recently posted. This tool was designed to 
assist charter schools in monitoring their progress with their Recruitment and Retention Plans. The tool 
provides multi-school, multi-year demographic comparison data in three categories: enrollment by 
subgroup, attrition by grade level and subgroup and student indicator statistics, including suspensions. 
We hope that the charter schools find the data available to be useful. 
 
Regional Transportation Reimbursement 
If you are expecting reimbursement for regional transportation, calculations are due to be finalized 
shortly and schools should receive reimbursement by the end of June. Thank you for your patience as 
the Department was delayed in calculating reimbursements this year.  
 

RESOURCES: MATH INSTRUCTION 

This section of the newsletter is dedicated to disseminating resources to charter schools across the state 
on a variety of topics. Each newsletter will highlight a variety of resources on key topics, which will then 
be archived for future reference in the Charter School News Archive. Optimally, the Department is 
looking for your input for this section. If you have requests for topics in future newsletters or want to 
share your school’s research-based resources or stories, please contact Melissa Gordon 
(mgordon@doe.mass.edu).  

The Massachusetts Math Curriculum Frameworks provides a curricular guide to high quality learning 
standards for mathematics and additional resources to illustrate these standards. Part of a successful 
math program includes these high quality learning standards, in addition to strong instructional 
classroom strategies. Below are a variety of resources that outline strategies that support how these 
standards can be effectively implemented in classrooms. 

The Department does not promote or endorse commercial products, services, or websites, as we do not 
fully research them and thus cannot verify their effectiveness, and cannot and do not monitor their web 
pages.  

  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/fy18/projection.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/calculation.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/tuition/calculation.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/finance/chart/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/charter/default.html?section=archive
mailto:mgordon@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/math/0311.pdf
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Name Website Description 

The National 
Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics 

http://www.nctm.org/ The NCTM website provides  Classroom Resources, 
such as Activities with Rigor and Coherence (ARCs), 
monthly featured resources, responding and sense 
making task library, student explorations, online 
resources, and math forum problems of the week. 
 

The Iris Center https://iris.peabody.van

derbilt.edu/module/mat

h/cresource/q3/p05/ 

The Iris Center created a module based on a case 
study of a school, part of which outlines strategies 
for explicit instruction, peer tutoring, and 
cooperative learning and effective classroom 
environments. 

The Best Evidence 
Encyclopedia 

http://www.bestevidenc

e.org/ 

 

The Best Evidence Encyclopedia gives educators 
and researchers fair and useful information about 
the strength of the evidence supporting a variety of 
programs available for students in grades K-12. 

The Best Evidence Encyclopedia provides 
summaries of scientific reviews produced by many 
authors and organizations, as well as links to the 
full texts of each review.  

What Works 
Clearinghouse 

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/

wwc/FWW/Results?filte

rs=,Math 

The What Works Clearinghouse (WWC) reviews the 
existing research on different programs, products, 
practices, and policies in education. 

Washington State 
Mathematics Menu 
of  
Best Practices and  
Strategies 

http://www.k12.wa.us/

SSEO/pubdocs/MathMe

nu.pdf 

This report contains a menu of mathematical best 
practices out of Washington state, which includes 
Multi-tiered system of supports (MTSS). 

 
  

http://www.nctm.org/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/math/cresource/q3/p05/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/math/cresource/q3/p05/
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/math/cresource/q3/p05/
http://www.bestevidence.org/
http://www.bestevidence.org/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW/Results?filters=,Math
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW/Results?filters=,Math
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/FWW/Results?filters=,Math
http://www.k12.wa.us/SSEO/pubdocs/MathMenu.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/SSEO/pubdocs/MathMenu.pdf
http://www.k12.wa.us/SSEO/pubdocs/MathMenu.pdf
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COMMUNICATIONS AND CONTACTS 

 
Electronic Correspondence 
We plan to continue to deliver official correspondence as much as possible via electronic means, 
emailing and scanning, as appropriate, school-specific approvals and documents. If you would like a hard 
copy mailed to you, please be sure to let us know on a case-by-case basis. Because we also collect many 
of our files through Security Portal dropboxes, please be sure to follow electronic file naming 
instructions included with each submission. In general, please be sure that your electronic files are 
named in a uniquely identifiable way, either including the school’s name, acronym, or LEA code along 
with identifying the date/year and report type. For example, Not unique: Annualreport.doc or Audit.pdf 
Unique: ABCS_annualreport2015.doc and ABCS_FY15Audit.pdf   
 
Information Security 
Reminder that all information sent to us at the Department via email or first class mail is public 
information.  We ask that you only submit student information (SASID's, names, DOB's etc) through the 
Department's Security Portal.  
 
Contact You: School and District Profiles and Directory Administration 
The Department collects a variety of data from schools and districts through Directory Administration, 
some of which is published on the Department’s School or District Profiles page. Contact information, 
multiple directories, and a variety of reports from individual organizations can also be found here.  
Charter Schools appear as both a “District” and as an individual “School”.  It is imperative that the 
information contained in your district, as well as your school profile, be accurate. If it is inaccurate, your 
school may be missing important Department communications. In particular, the email address for the 
individual identified as “charter school leader” and “charter school board chair” in Directory 
Administration should have received this message directly. If for some reason they did not, your school’s 
directory administrator(s), the individual(s) who are authorized to edit information about their school in 
Directory Administration, should update this information. See 
http://www.doe.mass.edu/InfoServices/data/diradmin/list.aspx to identify your school’s directory 
administrator(s). 
 
Contact Lee DeLorenzo at ldelorenzo@doe.mass.edu or 781-338-3227 if you have any questions about 
correspondence, information security or directory administration.      
            

 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/infoservices/data/diradmin/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/InfoServices/data/diradmin/list.aspx
mailto:ldelorenzo@doe.mass.edu

