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 Educator Preparation 
May 2017 Newsletter 

Preparing an impactful teacher for every student. 
 

 CAP Summer Institute – Register Today! Table of 
Contents We are looking forward to seeing all Sponsoring 

Organizations at our upcoming CAP Summer 
Institute on June 26th and 27th in postcard-pretty 
Hyannis. In addition to learning about new ESE 
resources and initiatives related to high-quality 
practice and feedback, elevating the role of the 
supervisor, and using data to drive continuous 
improvement, participants will have the 
opportunity hear about innovative work 
underway from peers at other organizations.  
 

Make the most of each day by bringing a team! Registration is open until June 1st but the reduced 
rate hotel block closes on May 19th – this Friday – so please don’t delay! Please register for the 
Institute here and reserve your hotel room here. We look forward to seeing you! 

Institute Agenda 
June 26th (10am-5pm) 

• What Is Proficient? Developing a Shared Understanding of High Quality Practice & Feedback 
• The Supervisor Certification Pilot 

Breakout sessions 
• Keeping The Triad on Track: Systems for Managing CAP Cycles 
• Making Meaning of CAP Observation Data 
• Unpacking CAP’s Six Essential Elements: What To Look For 
• How to Develop and Implement Effective CAP Supervisor Training 
• The Inquiry Project: Elevating a Teacher Candidate’s Practice and Impact Through CAP 
• Using Student Data to Reflect on Practice 

 
June 27th (8:30am-1pm) 

• Using CAP Data for Continuous Improvement: The CAP Dashboard 
Breakout sessions 

• SUPERvision: Core Attributes of Effective Teacher Educators 
• Maximizing CAP to Meet Expectations in the Formal Review Field-Based Experience Domain 
• The Building Blocks of Success: Backwards-Mapping CAP to the PrePracticum 
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Upcoming Resource – Assessment Literacy Continuum 
Understanding what students understand is an essential component of effective teaching. Unfortunately, research shows 
that teachers’ assessment literacy skills are generally not where they need to be. In order to support the improvement of 
assessment literacy and support candidates in demonstrating proficiency on Candidate Assessment of Performance (CAP) 
elements such as  I.B.2., which states that a proficient candidate “organizes and analyzes results from a variety of 
assessments to determine progress toward intended outcomes and uses these findings to adjust practice and identify 
and/or implement appropriate differentiated interventions and enhancements for students,” ESE is developing a tool 
called the Assessment Literacy Continuum to provide a framework and resources. The tool is organized around four 
essential skills: understanding the purpose of an assessment, ensuring that the assessment is aligned to that purpose, 
knowing how to use results to inform instruction, and knowing how to share results with students and other stakeholders.  
 

Starting this fall, we will sharing this tool with educators in educator preparation who are teaching assessment or methods 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/cap/institute/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/cap/institute/
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/3450797/CAP-Summer-Institute-June-2017
http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/massachusetts/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-cape-cod-hyannis-HYACCDT/index.html
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/0574/3b625f22bad014ccff6facfb1ce7d7164467.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09695940123775
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/cap/Rubric.pdf
http://bit.ly/2eJP8GH
http://bit.ly/2g1YVWz
mailto:edprep@doe.mass.edu
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courses that include a focus on using assessments 
in the classroom.  
 

Margaret O’Hearn-Curran, principal of Johnny 
Appleseed Elementary and an instructor at 
Fitchburg State University, served on the team that 
helped develop the tool. She found that the 
framework is well aligned to what she already 
teaches in her courses.  
 

We are excited to share the Assessment Literacy 
Continuum with you! If you are interested or know 
of a faculty member who may be, please contact 
Craig Waterman. 
 
 

 

Licensure Updates 
Electronic Submission Requirements 

Starting on July 1, the Office of Educator Licensure will no longer 
accept paper documentation. All required documents will need 
to be uploaded to the candidate’s ELAR profile electronically. 
This process reduces the time applicants’ experience from the 
point of applying for a license to being granted a license. We 
understand that several Sponsoring Organizations will be unable 
to meet this deadline. We will continue to accept paper 
documentation as long as the organization is taking active steps 
to transition to an electronic document submission process. 

Processing Time 
The Office of Educator Licensure enters the month of 
May with an average processing time of just under two 
weeks. We anticipate heading into July with a two-
three week processing time. June thru September is our 
peak processing period; we do not expect our 
processing time to exceed six weeks for applicants that 
are not part of a batch. We estimate that we will review 
35,000 applications during our peak period.  

SEI Endorsement 
Quick Reminder: Core academic candidates should apply for the SEI Endorsement. 

New MEPID Workaround 
We are aware that in many instances, ELAR is not automatically generating MEPIDs. We are working with our IT team to 
resolve this issue. In the meantime, we have a workaround that has proven to be successful. If candidates are having 
difficulty obtaining a MEPID after creating an ELAR account, they can select to edit their contact information and then 
immediately hit “save.” Even if the candidate does not make any changes to their contact information, selecting “save” 
should generate the MEPID. 

 

            Ed Prep Data Collection, Dissemination, & Use 
 

                       Timely access to impactful data about preparation in the Commonwealth. 

Survey Administration – Please Help Boost Response Rates! 
In June, ESE will administer surveys to candidates who completed an initial teacher preparation program this year and the 
supervisors who oversaw their practicum. This year, we are asking for your help to increase response rates. We will be 
asking you to reach out to recent program completers to encourage them to fill out the survey. You will not be obligated to 
do so; however, the more responses we get, the better your data and the state data will be. Additionally, due to our 
suppression rules, we can only share your organization’s survey data with you if six or more of your individuals respond. 
Several organizations were just below that threshold last year.  
 

The four surveys are online and available to download. We will send more guidance closer to the point of survey 
administration that will include detailed instructions and information as well as sample language for you to use if you 
choose. Thank you in advance!  
 

“The tool depicts the progression of the knowledge and 
skills needed to effectively utilize data to guide instruction, 
promote student learning and communicate with 
stakeholders. It emphasizes the alignment of assessments 
with specific learning targets and standards. Effective 
analysis of assessment results are linked with the provision 
of meaningful feedback to students. Educators introduced 
to this tool will be able to reflect on their current knowledge 
base as it relates to designing meaningful assessments to 
meet the needs of all students.”   

-Margaret O’Hearn-Curran 

mailto:cwaterman@doe.mass.edu?subject=Asessment%20Literacy%20Continuum
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/ELAR-UploadInstruction.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/edu/docs/ese/educator-effectiveness/licensing/sei-endorsement-how-to-apply.pdf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/surveys/
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Technical Report for Stakeholder Surveys 
Released 

We are pleased to announce that we have completed 
the psychometric analysis of our Educator Preparation 
Stakeholder Surveys and have released the findings in 
our Technical Report. The report provides detailed 
psychometric analyses of each of our perception 
surveys. Overall, the survey items accurately measure 
what we intend to assess. Based on some of our findings 
in this report, we made changes to the surveys we are 
administering this year. You can read about those 
changes here. 

New Data on Public Profiles 
This fall, ESE will post Sponsoring Organizations’ Educator 
Evaluation ratings and Stakeholder Survey data on public 
profiles. Sponsoring Organizations have had access to this data 
for more than a year through Edwin Analytics Report EP703 as 
well as from SurveyGizmo. As required by the Board of 
Elementary and Secondary Education through 603 CMR 7.00, 
ESE is responsible for publically reporting summative evaluation 
ratings and survey data annually. As is the case with other data 
publically available on the profiles, we will give Sponsoring 
Organizations the opportunity to provide necessary context 
relevant to the data prior to release.  

 

Educator Preparation News 
Meet our Commissioner 
ESE posted a new 3-minute 
video profiling Commissioner 
Mitchell Chester. It explains 
how his background, career, 
and driving beliefs inform our 
vision for Massachusetts’ public 
education system.  

Spotlight on Data Work 
TNTP recently published a story entitled “How Can 
States Support Better Teacher Prep? Start with 
Better Data.” It provides a quick summary of the 
work we are doing in Massachusetts, alongside 
other states, to create a coherent and meaningful 
data system around preparation.  

Advice from the National 
Teacher of the Year 

Sydney Chaffee, Massachusetts’ 
first National Teacher of the Year, 
was prepared to teach by Lesley 
University! Lesley released a great 
video of Sydney’s advice to new 
teachers. 

 

  
Deliver the MTEL on Your Campus 

Have you considered delivering the MTEL from your campus?  Becoming a Pearson VUE (Virtual University Enterprises) Test 
Center provides a service to your students and surrounding community. There is no cost; organizations just need to meet 
the Pearson VUE facility/technical requirements. For more information or to get started on your way to becoming an MTEL 
test center, please contact Pearson or go to becoming a test center. 

 
The Department of Elementary and Secondary Education is committed to preparing all students for 
success in the world that awaits them after high school. Whether you are a student, parent, 
educator, community leader, taxpayer, or other stakeholder interested in education, we invite you 
to join us in this endeavor.  
We are guided by this mission…"To strengthen the Commonwealth's public education system so 
that every student is prepared to succeed in postsecondary education, compete in the global 

economy, and understand the rights and responsibilities of American citizens, and in so doing, to close all proficiency gaps." 
 

And by these goals...  
• Strengthen curriculum, instruction, and assessment 
• Improve educator effectiveness 
• Turn around the lowest performing districts and schools 
• Use data and technology to support student performance 

 

To receive the Educator Preparation Newsletter in your inbox, please send an email to: EdPrep@doe.mass.edu 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/surveys/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/edprep/advisories/SurveyUpdates.pdf
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
http://profiles.doe.mass.edu/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/603cmr7.html?section=all
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQYzJ_BFhD8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQYzJ_BFhD8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WQYzJ_BFhD8
https://tntp.org/blog/post/how-can-states-support-better-teacher-prep-start-with-better-data?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=How%20Can%20States%20Support%20Better%20Teacher%20Prep&utm_content=How%20Can%20States%20Support%20Better%20Teacher%20Prep+CID_d72ab05bce84e082bacdb3bfcdb42624&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor%20Master%20List&utm_term=How%20Can%20States%20Support%20Better%20Teacher%20Prep%20Start%20with%20Better%20Data
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilHycLJQYjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ilHycLJQYjQ
http://home.pearsonvue.com/For-test-centers/Downloads.aspx
mailto:pvamericaschannelsales@pearson.com?subject=Applying%20to%20be%20a%20Pearson%20VUE
https://home.pearsonvue.com/For-test-centers.aspx
mailto:EdPrep@doe.mass.edu?subject=Subscribe%20to%20newsletter
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