
 

Massachusetts State Athletic Commission 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 

 

1000 Washington Street, Boston MA 02118 

 

PUBLIC MINUTES 

 

Date: December 18, 2017   Location: Rm. 1D  Time: 11:00 AM 

 

COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Acting Chair Commissioner Charles Borstel Natasha Belizaire, Executive Director of Licensing 

Commissioner Paul Karger   Kevin Scanlon, Chief Legal Counsel 

Commissioner Rod Walkey   Wilfrid St-Hilaire, Compliance Officer III  

Commissioner Patrick Bradley  Jennifer Fraga, Program Coordinator II 

 

COMMISSION MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 

Chair Matthew LeBretton 

 

MSAC STAFF NOT PRESENT: 

Guy Licciardi, Compliance Officer III  

 

GUESTS PRESENT: 

Michael Polvere, Mixed Martial Arts Matchmaker 

Kevin MacDonald, Mixed Martial Arts Referee 

Dr. Edgar Ballenas, MSAC Ringside Physician  

 

Chair LeBretton was not present therefore a motion was made by Commissioner Walkey to have 

Commissioner Borstel act as chair, seconded by Commissioner Bradley. Motion was passed by 

unanimous vote. 

 

Meeting called to order by Acting Chair Charles Borstel at 11:03 AM 

 

1. Roll call 

Patrick Bradley, Commissioner 

Rod Walkey, Commissioner 

Paul Karger, Commissioner 

Jennifer Fraga, Program Coordinator II 

Natasha Belizaire, Executive Director of Licensing 

Wilfrid St-Hilaire, Compliance Officer III 

Acting Chair Charles Borstel, Commissioner Division of Professional Licensure  

 

2. Approval of minutes from November 20, 2017 

A motion was made by Commissioner Karger to approve the minutes from November 20, 2017, 

seconded by Commissioner Walkey. Motion was passed by unanimous vote.  

 

 



 

3. Draft warning letters for “smokers” board review 

A motion was made by Commissioner Karger to approve the letters directed to promoters, gyms, 

and cities and towns warning all participating parties that “smokers” are prohibited, seconded by 

Commissioner Walkey. Motion was passed by unanimous vote.  

 

4. Promoter email dated November 14, 2017 

Mixed Martial Arts Promoter, Karyn Wesch submitted an email detailing her concerns relative to 

promoting in Massachusetts. Commissioner Walkey suggested that Ms. Wesch focus her 

concerns to the three most important and specific concerns for the board. Commissioner Borstel 

asked MSAC staff to review the email in its entirety and detail the licensing processes for the 

board at the next meeting. Commissioner Karger added his thanks to Ms.Wesch for sending in 

her input.   

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Karger for MSAC staff to review her concerns, detail the 

licensing processes and to provide feedback at the next meeting, as well as notify Karyn Wesch 

that her points are being considered, seconded by Commissioner Walkey. Motion was passed by 

unanimous vote.  

 

5. Muay Thai judge application, Shawn Flanagan 

Applicant Shawn Flanagan addressed the board detailing his experience in Muay Thai working 

with fighters for over 35 years. Mr. Flanagan took the approved curriculum course on Muay Thai 

officiating from Alan Lau. A motion was made by Commissioner Karger to approve the Muay 

Thai judge application for Shawn Flanagan, seconded by Commissioner Walkey. Motion was 

passed by unanimous vote.  

 

6. Scheduling MSAC board meetings for 2018 

MSAC staff presented two dates for the board to meet beginning in 2018. 

 

Monday, January 29, 2018 Location: 1000 Washington Street, Boston Time: 11:00 AM 

Monday, February 26, 2018 Location: 1000 Washington Street, Boston Time: 11:00 AM 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Walkey to accept the dates and locations and for the 

remainder of the year to meet every third Monday of the month. In addition, locations may 

change mid-year to other DPL offices, seconded by Commissioner Bradley. Motion was passed 

by unanimous vote.  

 

7. Upcoming MSAC event schedule 

MSAC staff presented confirmed and tentative dates of events for the first part of 2018. The 

board members will email MSAC staff the event dates they can attend. 

 

Kevin MacDonald, Mixed Martial Arts Referee stated to the board in regards to the upcoming 

UFC fight on January 20, 2018; to be advised that their weigh-ins are normally televised and that 

they request that a Commissioner is present. 

 

MSAC staff notified the board that the upcoming event schedule will be a standing item on the 

agenda moving forward to keep them apprised of all events, confirmed and tentative. 



 

 

MSAC staff was asked to provide in addition to the schedule what the gross number in terms of 

tax collected at these events are per calendar year be reported as well. 

 

8. Matters not reasonably anticipated 48 hours in advance of meeting 

MSAC staff presented water samples provided by the UFC for their review and approval for use 

at the January 20, 2018 UFC event in Boston. Chief Legal Counsel Kevin Scanlon stated that  

523 CMR 12.07 states that a clear plastic water bottle must be used but it does not define   what 

can be in the water bottle.  

 

MSAC Ringside Physician Dr. Edgar Ballenas stated he was in favor of electrolytes in water for 

consumption by the athletics in order to replenish. 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner Karger to approve and allow the Body Armor Super 

Water contained in the clear bottle for the January 20, 2018 UFC event be consumed by the 

athletes, seconded by Commissioner Bradley. Motion was passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Directive to research other commissions and their policies regarding water and non-clear colored 

fluids was given to MSAC staff to present to the board on a later agenda. In addition, MSAC was 

asked to consult with the MSAC Medical Advisory Board for their input. 

 

 

 
 

Commissioner Walkey made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Karger. Motion was 

passed by unanimous vote. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:00pm 

 


