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This newsletter is published by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and will provide Massachusetts
educators with information, advice, and support to teach the Massachusetts learning standards to students with significant disabilities, and to

conduct the MCAS Alternate Assessment. 

"There can be few things that pay as big a dividend as simple acts of kindness." 
--David C. Johnson

New Students
February Portfolios-in-Progress (PIP)
Questions and Concerns from January PIPs
Administrator's Corner

Students Arriving Late in School Year: 
If a student enrolls in your school after January 1 and is designated for the MCAS-Alt, the new school
should do their best to submit a portfolio for the student. It is advantageous for the school to submit
even a partially completed portfolio, rather than submitting no portfolio, to avoid having the student
count as a non-participant in the assessment. 

Advice for completing the portfolio includes:
checking with the sending school to obtain portfolio evidence already collected
selecting measurable outcomes in the subjects required for the assessment

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt


doing whatever is possible to collect data and work samples in the remaining time before the
March 29 submission deadline
requesting that your principal order MCAS-Alt submission materials (described below)

Registration is now available for the Portfolios-in-Progress review sessions scheduled for February.
These sessions will be the final opportunity for educators to receive feedback on their 2018 MCAS-Alt
portfolios, including competency and grade-level portfolios, and to receive answers to their questions
about the MCAS-Alt. Teachers may also want to use these sessions as an opportunity to work on their
students’ portfolios. 

The dates and locations of the portfolio review sessions are as follows:

Tuesday,
February 13

Wednesday,
February 14

Tuesday,
February 27

Wednesday,
February 28

Sheraton,
Springfield

Best Western,
Marlborough

Holiday Inn,
Taunton

DoubleTree,
Danvers

MCAS and MCAS-Alt training opportunities are listed on the Department website. 

ELA–Writing  
Students may use their primary mode of communication to produce writing samples for the MCAS-Alt
portfolio, including dictating or signing to a scribe, keyboarding, or using augmentative and alternative
devices and other symbolic communication systems to demonstrate how well they express ideas and
communicate information. The ELA–Writing portfolio is not an assessment of penmanship, tracing
letters, or copying the words of others.

ELA–Writing submission requirements:
three final writing samples, with work description labels; plus
one baseline sample with a work description label; plus
one completed state-provided Scoring Rubric for each final writing sample.

ELA–Writing reminders:
Dictated samples must be scribed verbatim;
Edits provided by the teacher are considered prompts that should be reflected in the
percentage of Independence;
Independence may be scored either by the word or sentence.
Rubric scores may be adjusted by scorers if the evidence submitted does not align with the
scores given by the student’s teacher.
Writing samples based on bathroom routines will not be scored.

http://www.mcasservicecenter.com/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/training.html


ELA–Reading 
Texts used for the assessment must either be informational or literary, but may not include both.
Evidence and brief descriptions on the data chart must refer by name to the title of the published
text
Include a short sample of texts that are either web-based (e.g., Reading A to Z) or created by the
teacher (e.g., a social story)
Review the ELA–Reading: Informational Text - Supplemental list for informational texts that do
not require that a copy of the text be included in the portfolio. (e.g., Penguins from News-2-You)

Entry Points–Reminders  
Some entry points include two related skills connected by "and" (e.g., "addition and subtraction").
In those cases, either or both skills can be selected for the measurable outcome. If both skills are
selected, then both must be assessed for each data point and/or work sample.
Please obtain Department approval for any measurable outcome that is not based on an entry
point found in the MCAS-Alt Resource Guide.
For High School Mathematics conceptual categories, teachers can use entry points from lower
grades according to the chart available either in the MCAS-Alt Educator’s Manual or in the
Mathematics Resource Guide.
Review the examples provided together with entry points in the Mathematics Resource Guide.
Resources provided on the flash drive at the Fall Educator Training sessions last October are also
available on the MCAS-Alt materials website.

Encourage teachers to attend a Portfolios-in-Progress review session to increase the
likelihood that high-quality portfolios will be submitted. Dates and locations are provided above.
Students who arrive in the school late in the school year who are designated to participate in the
MCAS- are required to participate in the assessment. The portfolio submission date is March 29.
Order additional submission materials (i.e., binders, envelopes, information booklets, etc.) after
February 26 through the MCAS-Service Center.
Your school’s shipment of MCAS-Alt submission materials will arrive in schools the week of
February 26. Once it arrives, please open the box and certify that the quantity of materials
received is accurate by following the instructions to complete Section 2 of the online MCAS-Alt
PCPA. Click on “MCAS Alternate Assessment,” then click on “Principal Certification.”
Schedule the school’s UPS pick-up of MCAS-Alt portfolios online by 3:00 on Wednesday,
March 28.
Deadline for UPS shipment pick-up is 5:00 p.m., Thursday, March 29.

We'd love to hear from you. 
Please let us know if there is a topic you’d like 
us to address in a future MCAS-Alt newsletter.

Was this email forwarded to you? 
Get on our mailing list. Click here to 

sign up for the MCAS-Alt News.

http://mcas-alt.org/materials/Files/2018/ELA_Reading_Informational_Text_Supplemental%20list.pdf
http://mcas-alt.org/materials/Files/2018/2018_EdManual.pdf
http://mcas-alt.org/materials/Files/2018/MATH_2018.pdf
http://www.mcas-alt.org/materials
http://www.mcasservicecenter.com/
http://www.mcasservicecenter.com/
http://www.mcasservicecenter.com/
mailto:mcas@doe.mass.edu
http://www.mcas-alt.org/news/register.htm
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