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Perkins Institution and Mass. School for the Blind,

80. Boston, Oct. 17, 1879.

To the Hon. Henry B. Peirce, Secretary of State.

Dear Sir,— I have the honor to transmit to you, for the

use of the Legislature, a copy of the Forty-Eighth Annual

Report of the Trustees of this Institution to the Corporation

thereof, together with the usual accompanying documents.

Respectfully,

M. ANAGNOS,
Secretary.
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EEPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.

Perkins Institution and Mass. School for the Blind.

South Boston, Sept. 30, 1879.

To THE Members of the Corporation.

Gentlemen, — In compliance with the regulation

which requires our board to lay before you, and, through

you, before the legislature, our annual account of the

condition and operations of the institution, we have

the honor to present the following report for the year

ending Sept. 30, 1879:—
It affords us great pleasure to state at the outset that

the general management of the affairs of the establish-

ment has been good, and its administration efficient and

successful.

The total number of blind persons immediately con-

nected with the institution in all its departments— as

pupils, instructors, and work men and women,— is 162.

The health of the pupils has been remarkably good

;

their industry commendable ; theu' advancement in their

studies and occupations steady, and in many cases rapid ;
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their habits cleanly and regular ; their disposition gen-

erally cheerful ; and their deportment satisfactory.

The institution has fully maintained the high opinion

which the public has formed of it, and the march of

progress can be easily noticed in all its departments. It

has never been more complete in its corps of instructors,

or supplied with finer facilities for the work of educa-

tion, than it is to-day. Its teachers and officers are

heartily in sympathy with its aims and purposes. They

are thoroughly imbued with its system of instruction and

training, its traditions, and the noble spirit breathed

into its organization by its great founder, and fully able

and determined to carry it to the highest possible pouit

of excellence and usefulness.

In the management of the aifairs of the establish-

ment our constant aim is to enable the blind to help

themselves, and so to render them independent on the

one hand, and, on the other, to lighten as much as possi-

ble the burden which then- infirmity imposes upon the

community.

There has been but one change in the corps of

teachers and officers; and the same persons have as

heretofore directed the intellectual and moral traming

of the pupils, and have supphed their wants, and min-

istered to'their comfort.

The members of our board have given personal atten-

tion to the educational, financial, hygienic, and all other

interests of the institution. In the visits which we

have made either as committees or individually, we have

found ample evidence of the cleanliness and good order

which reign throughout the establishment, and the ju-

dicious management of all things relating to the welfare
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of the pupils, and the care and skill bestowed upoa

their bringing up.

Supervision and Training of the Pupils.

The internal arrangements of the school are such as

to make supervision easy and effective, and the facilities

for a thorough classification according to peculiarities of

mind and character are excellent. In the place of

those general rules and inflexible regulations necessary

where large numbers are to be directed, we have less

of perceptible government, and more of parental over-

sight.

The highest objects of the school are constantly kept

in view ; and we endeavor to secure and retain the ser-

vices of accomplished and zealous teachers and officers
;

to provide improved appliances, and sufficient apparatus

for the pupils ; to surround them with healthy influences,

so that their morals and deportment may be carefully

nurtured ; to give them opportunities for associating and

commingling with intelligent and discreet seeing per-

sons ; to discipline their minds, and not only to furnish

them with useful knowledge, but to awaken the love of

all good learning ; and to set before them the highest

aims, which shall act as stimulus throughout life.

Of the efficiency of our methods, and of our success

in carrying them out, we must leave you and the friends

of the school to judge by the results of the past year, as

well as of its predecessors.

Moral and Social Elevation of the Blind.

In order to understand and appreciate the value of

the work accomplished by this institution during the
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past forty-eight years, and to show the fruit borne by

the system of instruction and training arranged by our

late director, and adopted by all kindred establishments

in the country, let us turn back a few pages of history,

and compare the present condition of the blind with

that of the past.

In all ages and in all countries, blindness has been

considered as the greatest of human misfortunes, and

has been associated with dependence and pauperism.

There prevailed everywhere a common notion that

man's capacity for usefulness ceased to exist with the

extinction of vision. When Belisarius became blind, the

hand that had upheld a falling empire was stretched out

for alms. Sympathy and material aid were generously

and even lavishly bestowed upon sightless persons ; but

their ability for work was denied. They were promptly

allowed to occupy the beggar's post in the churchyards

and streets of the large cities of Europe ; but they were

excluded from all the benefits of schools and academies.

They were considered as incapacitated, and utterly help-

less.

This popular opinion was cruelly unjust to the blind,

and gratuitously added a vast amount of anguish to

their sore calamity. It segregated them from the in-

dustrious classes of society. It prevented them from

participating in the activities of life, and from enjoying

the benefits of labor. It condemned them to idleness

and intellectual darkness, and rendered them mere

objects of pity and charity.

One of the most efi"ective means which could assist

the blind to rise above the clouds of ignorance and

prejudice, to assert their human attributes, and to rest
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calmly in the great realities of existence, was education,

and education alone. But no one thought it feasible and

practicable in their case ; and they received none until

the year 1784, when the fruit-seeds were sowed by the

great apostle of their cause, the celebrated Abbe Valen-

tine Haiiy, first in Paris, where he established the

Institution des Jeunes Aveugles, and afterward in St.

Petersburg and Berlin. Most of these seeds were

planted in fertile and genial soil, and they have multi-

plied, until all the principal countries of Europe have

their special institutions for the instruction of the blind

in the rudiments of learning, in music, and in the me-

chanical arts. These establishments have greatly con-

tributed to the intellectual and moral development of

the blind, and have laid the foundation for their social

elevation. But it was not until the work was taken

up in this country, and carried on under the vitalizing

influence of pui-e democratic principles, that their right

to a full share of the means of education accorded by

the state to all the young was asserted, and that the

barriers to social equality and happiness were removed.

It is to the credit of Massachusetts that she has led

the way in this, as in so many other benevolent and

philanthropic enterprises. Having acknowledged that

sightless children have even stronger claims than seeing

ones to systematic and thorough instruction, because they

start at a disadvantage in the race of life, because they

carry a heavy burden in their infirmity, and because,

without special intellectual and professional or mechani-

cal training, they are not only doomed to mental as well

as bodily darkness, but to certain poverty and depend-

ence, she has adopted the policy of providing liberally



14 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

for the education of the blind, and has kept her institu-

tion in the front rank of kindred estabUshments in the

world. The blessed results of this provision are shown

in scores and hundreds of blind persons scattered all

over New England, many of them skilled and eminent

as music-teachers and tuners of piano-fortes, all getting

a good living, aspiring to mdependence, and eager to

accept and assume the responsibilities of life under the

same conditions as theu' more fortunate brethren.

May we not hope that the school which has accom-

plished so much in the field of justice and humanity,

and has proved to be the most important agency in the

social and moral elevation of the blind of New England

dii'ectly, and of those of the whole continent indirectly,

may be aided to advance yet further in the march of

progress and enlightenment, to increase its appliances

and apparatus, and to extend the circle of its usefulness,

until it shall stand like a guiding beacon all ablaze with

the light of knowledge and improvement for those who

are under the cloud of physical darkness ?

FrNANCES.

The report of the treasurer, Mr. Henry Endicott,

herewith presented, sets forth in a clear and comprehen-

sive manner the receipts of money from all sources,

and the disbursements made during the year, and shows

the finances of the institution to be in a satisfactory

condition.

This exhibit may be summarized as follows :
—
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Cash on hand Oct. 1, 1878 . . $2,649 67

Total receipts during the year . . 97,359 57*

100,009 24

Total expenditures 99,430 03*

Cash balance in the treasury .... $579 21

The report of the treasurer is accompanied by the

usual analysis of the steward's accounts, which gives

specific information in regard to the principal articles

consumed, their amount and cost, and by which both

the ordinary and extraordinary expenses and resources

of the income may be understood at a glance.

In the management of the financial affau'S of the

institution a system of strict accountability has been

observed. All the funds are received by the treasurer,

who pays out money as it is wanted only upon the pres-

entation of an order from the auditors. The director

controls the disbursements ; but his accounts are exam-

ined monthly, and vouchers are required for every item

of expense.

The account of expenditure has been rigid and ex-

act ; and the funds of the institution have been applied

with the strictest economy consistent with the best

results and the greatest efficiency of the school. The

policy of the trustees has always been to spend nothing

upon ornamental architecture or outward display, to

be frugal as regards expensive furniture and internal

luxuries, but to be liberal in increasing the means, and

improving the appliances necessary for thorough in-

struction and systematic training of the pupils.

The auditors have performed their duty with regu-

* Of this amouut $32,000 belong to the permanent fund of the institu-

tion, and were merely changed from one investment to another.
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larity, promptness, and diligence ; and they certify that

the accounts are properly and correctly kept, and that

all entries are authenticated by vouchers.

The books are open to the inspection of the mem-

bers of the corporation, and the most careful examina-

tion is solicited.

Need of Funds.

The income of the institution from state appropria-

tions and from all ordinary sources is barely sufficient for

the pressing wants of the year. Applied with prudence

and with the strictest economy, it enables us to carry

out the general purpose of educating the blind. But,

in order to extend the operations and influence of the

establishment, and to render it a perennial fountain of

blessing, an exhaustless source of intellectual and moral

light, an instrument of good and happiness to its bene-

ficiaries, additional funds are greatly needed. For these

we place entire reliance upon the contributions of indi-

viduals who are blessed with the means, and thrice

blessed with a disposition to aid in works of benevo-

lence. Without this assistance, the value of the school

as an agency in developing and diversifying the powers

of the blind, and in raising them to the rank of indus-

trious and productive members of society, cannot be

mamtained, and its usefulness would be sadly circum-

scribed.

The prevailing idea that the institution is richly

endowed and well provided for is utterly groundless

;

and we doubt not that a knowledge of its real condi-

tion and wants, and of its mission, will obtain for it a

share of the gifts and bequests which are so numerous

in our community.
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To the generosity and sense of justice of the citizens

of Massachusetts in general, and of those of Boston in

particular, belongs the honor of having kindled in

America the Promethean fire of enlightenment for the

blind, and of raising them in the scale of humanity and

social equality ; and to them we must continue to look

for aid in the furtherance of our work.

Repairs and Improvements.

Some of the most urgently needed repairs and im-

provements have been made during the past year, with

a view to keeping the buildings in good condition, and

increasing the general efficiency of the establishment.

The principal of these are as follows :
—

The main building has been thoroughly and tastefully

painted outside, and, while its general appearance has

been greatly improved, the preservation of those por-

tions liable to decay has been secured. The fences

around it have also been painted.

The music-hall has been entirely renovated, and put

in excellent condition. A new stage has been built

;

the gallery has been raised higher than before, and its

capacity doubled ; the floors have been relaid with

southern hard pine ; the ceiling and the walls neatly

repainted in fresco; the heating apparatus has been

remodelled ; and new hard-wood settees have replaced

the old ones.

The large room under the music-hall, formerly used

as a printing-office, has been transformed into a commo-

dious library. The walls and ceiling have been replas-

tered and repainted, and the latter has been refrescoed,

the floor relaid with southern hard pine, and the whole
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of the wood-work repaired and repainted. Black-

walnut cases for books, minerals, and various models,

and convenient accommodations for all kinds of speci-

mens and educational apparatus, have been amply pro-

vided.

The old library has been changed into a spacious

schoolroom, supplied with the best kind of furniture for

young childi'en, with complete sets of both dissected and

wall maps, and with the necessary facilities for kinder-

garten and object classes.

The floors of the corridors of the third and fourth

stories, and of several of the rooms, have been relaid

with southern pine ; and staircases have been built at

both ends of the north side of the latter, leading to the

attic, so that, in case of fire, there are abundant means

of exit.

A new boiler has been made to order, and placed in

the underground vault built for the purpose last year.

Many other alterations and improvements of a minor

character have been made during the year. They con-

sist in paving the drive-way on the south side of the

main building with concrete ; in rebuilding both the

staircases leading to the music-hall ; in takmg off

the paper from the walls of the corridors and of seven

rooms, and painting them over ; in increasing and per-

fecting the means of ventilation ; replacing the old com-

position roof on the west side of the building, and the

slate roofs of the piazzas, by tin ones ; renewing the

sashes of eighty-five windows ; thoroughly repairing

the piazzas, copper gutters, and fences ; and putting the

premises generally in as good condition as the means at

our disposal have allowed us to do.
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These repairs and improvements have been both

extensive and expensive, and we were aware that they

would drain our treasury entirely; but, as they were

obviously needed for the preservation of the buildings

and for the good of the institution, they have been

undertaken without hesitation. They are of a perma-

nent character, supplying urgent wants, and calculated

to promote the tone of the school. Whatever tends to

increase the comfort, convenience, pleasantness, neat-

ness, and orderly appearance of such an establishment,

serves also a high moral purpose.

The building has stood forty-thi-ee years in a very

exposed situation, and naturally subjected to rough

usage by its young inmates, and there is an absolute

necessity for the continuance of this process of renova-

tion until its interior is put in excellent condition.

Worn floors, decayed window-frames, shaky sashes,

loose plastering, soiled wall-paper, impaired graining

and painting, all will have to be replaced or repaired,

and made sound. An extra appropriation is sorely

needed for this purpose ; but, as cu'cumstances do not

seem auspicious for asking for one, we shall depend

upon the friends of the blind for assistance, and shall

exercise rigid economy in the expenditure of the annual

income of the institution, so that we may be able to

carry on the work of reconstruction.

Embossing Books for the Blind.

During the past year our press has been constantly at

work, and a new edition of Milton's " Paradise Lost

"

has been printed. According to the uniform testimony

of experts, this edition is, in point of legibility and me-
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chanical execution, by far the best work issued in the

line character. As soon as it was completed, Higgin-

son's " Young Folks' History of the United States,"

specially revised and adapted for our purposes by the

author himself, was printed and electrotyped at the

expense of one of the kind and generous friends and

benefactors of the blind, with the condition that his

name should be withheld. May others imitate his

benevolent liberality until intellectual light and knowl-

edge shall be within the reach of every blind person in

our land

!

The plan of furnishing the blind of America with a

choice library in raised characters origmated in this in-

stitution ; and all the real and substantial improvements

made on Haiiy's invention of embossing books, and on

the modes of constructing apparatus adapted to the

sense of touch, were instituted and carried out here.

This enterprise engaged the attention, and absorbed the

thoughts of the great founder of the school, as soon as

the establishment was organized in 1832, and it re«-

mained the object nearest to his heart through life.

Dr. Howe commenced the work without aid or en-

couragement from any direction, and pursued it with all

the energy and ardent enthusiasm which characterized

him in all his philanthropic undertakings. He advanced

the money for the first experiments, and never asked

remuneration. The means at his command were very

limited, and the obstacles often disheartening ; but his

faith in the beneficent eff'ects of the enterprise was so

strong, that it inspired him with courage and hopeful-

ness in the midst of difficulties. There was nothing

that went so against the grain of his chivalrous nature



1879.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 2T. 21

as asking favors. For his own benefit, he could never

do it. But, ha^dng determined not to rest until a library

of select books was provided for the blind, he went on

toiling for this object to the last of his life. In all

his conceptions and plans on this as well as on any

other subject, his motto was " semper aliqidd melius; " and

his unremitting efforts met with remarkable success.

Our printing-office was removed last spring to its

new quarters, and has been entu-ely renovated in all its

appliances and machinery.

Type of both the Boston and Braille characters, cases,

tables, steam-engine, and various fixtures, have all been

made new ; and an improved platen-press, planned by

the officers of the institution, and manufactured by Mr.

Francis Meisel of South Boston, has replaced the old

one. Thus our printing-establishment is now in perfect

order, well supplied with extensive and costly apparatus,

and we are very desirous that the work of embossing

books for the blind should be carried on uninterrupt-

edly and vigorously where it originated and has been

developed to maturity.

For the continuance of this truly great undertaking,

and for the multiplication of books in raised characters,

we earnestly call for the aid of the benevolent. The

appeal is a strong one, and. Were it well considered by

humane persons, it would be u'resistible ; for it is a call

of the blind to the seeing for light which they can give.

It cannot be difficult for feeling hearts to conceive the

rapture of a sightless person on finding that means are

provided by which he can cheer his solitude, and pass

pleasantly and usefully the hours which before were

wont to di'ag their slow length along in sadness and

listlessness.
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Work Department for Adults.

This department has been kept steadily in operation,

and supplied with a fair amount of work, during the past

year.

The receipts from all sources amount to $12,371.24,

exceeding by $343.50 those of the previous twelve

months. The expenses for all purposes have been

$14,378.86 ; so that the balance against the department

has been increased to $1,890.47, whereas $1,711.74

were paid out of the treasury of the institution the

previous year.

There have been twenty blind persons employed to

do the work, and the amount of wages paid to them was

$3,136.31.

That the condition of our trade is somewhat improved

is sufficiently shown by our books. They indicate

plainly the growth of the business during the past five

months as compared with the transactions of the same

period in the preceding year. But the fact that the

work department is a losing concern, entailing a heavy

burden upon the limited means of the institution, re-

mains still unaltered. This state of things cannot go on

indefinitely, and unless relief is afforded, either by the

increase of patronage, or in the form of a permanent

fund,— the income of which may be sufficient to pay

the rent of a store and the salaries of its employes,

—

the existence of the workshop must become doubtful,

and the continuance of its blessings to so many active

and respectable persons problematic.

The industrial department has never been, nor is it

intended to be, a source of gain to the institution : on
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the contrary, large sums of money have at various times

been paid out of the treasury of the latter for its im-

provements and support. It is wholly maintained for the

benefit of those who work there. Through its agency

many sightless persons have been enabled, not only to

become self-supporting, but to secure for themselves, by

diligence and thrift, the comforts of home and the

inestimable enjoyments of domestic life.

It is highly desirable to prevent a class of our fellow-

men from being deprived of such a boon, and most of

them from being thrown into the poor-houses ; and we

would improve this opportunity to make known the

importance of our industrial department, and to ear-

nestly solicit the patronage of the public for it. We
warrant that our work is thoroughly and faithfully done,

and put at the lowest possible market-prices, and that

the materials are carefully selected, and are of the best

quality. Those who make their pui'chases at our store

may be sure that the authorities of the institution feel

under obligation to give in return the full value of

the money they receive, and that they are assisting in

the most appropriate way meritorious persons who are

striving by industry to obtain an honest subsistence.

Prompt attention will be given to the execution of

all orders, which may be left at the salesrooms of the

institution. No. 37 Avon street, for new mattresses,

comforters, bolsters, pillows, and feather-beds; for dress-

ing, cleansing, and re-upholstering all kinds of parlor

furniture ; for reseating cane-bottomed chairs ; for sup-

plying churches and vessels with cushions ; for brooms,

brushes, door-mats, and the like. Orders for all these

articles, as well as for tuning piano-fortes, will be wel-
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come, and will help to sustain an establishment, the

existence of which is of immense practical value to

the industrious blind dkectly, and to the community

itself indirectly.

Recognition of the Work of the Institution.

The bestowal of those marks of approbation which

are awarded at the great world festivals, or interna-

tional expositions, is a subject of congratulation to the

friends of the institution. These awards not only draw

popular attention to the work which the establishment

aims at carrying on, but also (which is far more impor-

tant) testify to the success of our endeavors and to

the excellence of then- results. Premiums have been

decreed to this institution by the juries of every one

of the great expositions thus far held in London, Paris,

Vienna, and Philadelphia. The medal last received

from Europe was that granted by the French exposi-

tion of 1878, and was awarded for embossed books,

tangible apparatus, and pupils' fancy work. Three

medals were also received at the mechanics' fair held

in this city last year,— one of gold, for embossed books,

maps, and tangible appliances for the use of the blind
;

one of silver, for mattresses, bolsters, and upholstery

work ; and one of bronze, for a horse-shoe invented by

Mr. Dennis A. Reardon, formerly a pupil, and now an

employe, of the institution. Mr. Reardon is a man of

rare mechanical ability. His inventions bear the stamp

of originality and the evidences of a powerful mind.

His talents are found to be of great service everywhere

in our establishment, but most especially in our print-
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ing-office, of which, he has a general supervision. In

the words of the director, " His mechanical genius,

power of putting perfection into the minutest details,

and love of the simple and beautiful, are remarka-

ble mental characteristics, and are of great use in the

planning and execution of our improvements in the

best and most economical manner. It is a striking

instance of the power of the mind to overleap out-

ward barriers, that, where experienced workmen have

been baffled by mechanical difficulties and unforeseen

obstructions, his keen insight and correct judgment

have invariably found a way out of every dilemma."

The system of electric bells which are placed in

different parts of the establishment, and rung simulta-

neously by a clock, is not the least of Mr. Reardon's

inventions ; and the perfection of our new press, m the

planning of which he has had a prominent part, is

another proof of his mechanical genius.

General Remarks.

It is a source of no small gratification to be able to

assure the friends and patrons of the institution of its

continued prosperity and usefulness, and of the satis-

factory results of its labors.

Every year bears fresh testimony to the fact that the

establishment meets an important need in our educa-

tional system, and that it holds its place worthily

among the public schools, which stand like monuments

to the intelligence and the generous and humane spuit

which abound in our community.

It has been our aim and effort at all times to keep
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pace • with the advance of science in education, and to

obtain every thing which may tend to increase the effi-

ciency of the school, and add to the comfort and happi-

ness of the household.

We earnestly invite the members of the legislative

bodies of Massachusetts and of the other New-England

states, the executive and other public officers, and all

citizens interested in the cause of education in general,

and in the welfare of the blind in particular, to visit the

institution, and satisfy themselves by personal exami-

nation of the results of its work. They will be pleased

to see how successful have been the means conceived

by benevolence, developed by study, and perfected by

science, to alleviate calamity, and render the path of

life smooth to those who walk in darkness. They wiU

not find a flourish of trumpets, or any parade of grand

results, or pompous show of magnificent achievements

;

but they will perceive that with calm and silent potency

the work is gradually but certainly carried forward.

For the continuance of the support and prosperity of

the institution, for the increase of its usefulness, and

for the full realization of its highest aims and purposes,

we trust in the goodness of the cause it represents, in

the fahness of the representatives of the people, the

liberality of those who have the stewardship of riches,

and the humanity and benevolence of the pubhc.

In conclusion, the trustees refer you to the report of

the director, which is hereto appended, and which gives

an account of the present condition of the various de-

partments of the institution, of the work that has been

accomplished or maugurated during the year, and the
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results which are being attained in this most interesting

field of human culture.

All which is respectfully submitted by

EGBERT E. APTHORP,
JOHN S. DWIGHT,
JOSEPH B. GLOVER,
J. THEODORE HEARD,
HENRY LEE HIGGINSON,
JAMES H. MEANS,
ANDREW P. PEABODY,
EDWARD N. PERKINS,

JOS IAH QUINCY,

.SAMUEL G. SNELLING,

JAMES STURGIS,

GEORGE W. WALES,
Trustees.

South Boston, Oct. 8, 1879.

At the annual meeting of the corporation, summoned accord-

ing to the by-laws, and held this day at the institution, the fore-

going was adopted, and ordered to be printed, together with the

reports of the director and treasurer and the usual accompan}--

ing documents ; and the officers for the ensuing year were elected.

M. ANAGNOS, Secretary.
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THE EEPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.

To THE Trustees.

Gentlemen^— It has again become my duty to submit

to your consideration the report of the director for the

last twelve months. It contains a brief statement of

the history and present condition of the institution and

of its wants and prospects, and touches upon such sub-

jects as are germane to the education of the blind.

The period covered by this report has been one of

general prosperity. The great objects for which the

school was founded have been steadily and successfully

pursued, and no untoward incident has occurred to

interrupt the flow of its beneficence, or to call for

special remarks.

The various departments of the institution have been

carried on with regularity and efiiciency, and all the

teachers and officers have performed their duties cheer-

fully and faithfully.

The scholars have been obedient, orderly, dutiful,

and industrious. The recitations have been conducted

with intelligence, zeal, and profit. The spirit of true

politeness and civility has been carefully cultivated and

generally practised, and the moral training has occupied

as prominent a place as the intellectual. There has

been no weariness on the part of teachers and officers in
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instilling into the minds of the pupils such principles as

will render them happy and useful beings.

The fruits of the labors of the past year in the field

of instruction and training are as gratifying as those of

any of its predecessors, and the progress made by our

pupils is as satisfactory as ever. Then* daily advance-

ment may not be perceptible
; yet, as weeks and months

succeed each other, we have sufficient evidence that

their progress is substantial and real. This is seen in

the gradual lightening up of the countenance, in the

awakened love of knowledge, and especially in the

increased ability to express their thoughts with fluency

and clearness.

Whatever changes mature e'xperience has suggested

in the methods of instruction and training have been

promptly adopted, and expedients have been constantly

devised for reaching more surely and rapidly the desired

results.

Our educational means and appliances have been

multiplied, new apparatus of various kinds have been

obtained, and the collections of models and specimens

have been extended ; and the institution is at present in

a fair condition to carry out in most respects the plans

and desires of its great founder, who labored assiduously

and enthusiastically for nearly half a century in shaping

its policy, and placing its activity upon a broad and

permanent basis.

During the past year the school has been visited by

thousands of citizens from Boston and the neighboring

towns, from the New-England states, and from all parts

of the country. It has also been the subject of several

newspaper and magazine articles from the pen of well-
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known writers, one of the latter being illustrated by

artists of real merit. This attention furnishes ample

evidence that the establishment has a permanent hold

on the affections of the public, and stimulates those who

carry on its beneficent work to increased eff"orts for the

instruction and social and moral elevation of that por-

tion of the children of New England who cannot be edu-

cated in the common schools.

Number of Inmates.

The total number of blind persons connected with the

institution at the beginning of the past year as pupils,

teachers, employes, and work men and women, was 158.

There have since been admitted 26 ; 22 have been dis-

charged, making the present total number 162. Of

these, 142 are in the school proper, and 20 in the work-

department for adults.

The first class includes 130 boys and girls enrolled as

pupils, 8 teachers, and 4 domestics. Of the pupils

there are now 67 boys and 47 ghls in attendance, 9 of

the former and 7 of the latter being absent on account

of physical disability, or from other causes.

The second class comprises 17 men and 3 women

employed in the workshop for adult blind persons.

The number of the inmates is slowly but surely

increasing. No applicant of the proper age, of good

moral character, and of ordinary intelligence, is refused

admission : on the contrary, all who seem to be fit sub-

jects for the school are promptly received on probation,

and retained or discharged after a fair and patient trial.

With the repairs and improvements of the last two

years, the capacity of our buildings has been sufiiciently
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increased to accommodate the blind children from

Massachusetts and the neighboring states for many

years to come, and no one will be refused admittance

for want of room.

Success of Graduates.

The result of the work of the institution can be seen

in a widely extended substratum of solid character and

intelligence among its beneficiaries. It has been to

them a nursery of usefulness, happiness, and good citi-

zenship, tending as it does, by means of the most health-

ful influences, to remove the obstacles and obliterate the

eifects flowing from the loss of sight. It has raised

most of them to positions of trust and profit from which

they must otherwise have been excluded ; and it is very

gratifying to receive from time to time favorable ac-

counts of hundi'eds of our former pupUs scattered over

all parts of New England, industrious, intelligent, re-

spected members of society, bright examples of the

extent to which so sad an affliction can be relieved, and

of the priceless blessing which the school has already

conferred upon the class of people for whose good it

was established.

Sanitary Condition.

The health of the pupils has been remarkably good,

considering that some are afflicted with hereditary dis-

ease, and not a few constitutionally weak and delicate.

No epidemic of any kind has prevailed, and no cases

of death or severe illness have occurred at the institution

itself. Edward O'Neil of South Boston was taken sick

with brain-fever on the day of the commencement of
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the term, and died soon after, lamented by all who knew

him ; but he was not a member of our household. He

was a day scholar, living at home, under the care of his

relatives, and coming to school for his lessons as ordinary

children do.

This enjoyment of uninterrupted health is mainly due

to our system of training and our dietary, coupled with

proper hygienic regulations, and sustained by sanitary

surroundings. No one object receives more attention

in this institution than that of carefully and wisely guard-

ing against any and all influences that would impair

or endanger the health of the household. If there are

not more cases of pale fates, sallow cheeks, drowsy minds,

and languid bodies, it is simply because the officers and

teachers have a watchful care over the habits of the

pupils. They prevent imprudent and thoughtless ex-

posure, insist upon regular hours of sleep, recreation,

and work, interdict inflammatory reading, and impress

most tenderly and judiciously, yet candidly and forcibly,

warnings against secret vices.

The sanitary measures of an institution of learning

constitute the foundation upon which is raised the struc-

ture of its educational system, and the reasons for this

are obvious. For any kind of intellectual work it is

indispensable that the mind should be alive, awake,

fresh, in full force and exercise. But mental vigor and

activity depend wholly upon physical health. The

brain— which is the material instrument of the mind,

and which gives rise to all the intellectual, emotional,

and voluntary activities of mankind— obeys the same

laws of nourishment, growth, exercise, and rest, as the

other organs of the body. It is developed gradually.
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It cannot arrive at healthy maturity, or acquii-e an in-

creased susceptibility of action and the power of sustain-

ing it, without the assistance of a good supply of pure

blood ; and this is only the legitimate product of whole-

some food, fresh air, and regular exercise. Hence a

well-noui-ished and vigorous body is the proper basis for

mental discipline and intellectual culture. It is a source

of pleasure and a factor of happiness. It is a perennial

fountain of soul-lifting cheerfulness, which makes the

mind clear, gives tone to thought, adds grace and beauty

to the countenance, lifts the clouds of sorrow, lightens

the burdens of misfortune, and lights up the intellectual

horizon of those who are not permitted to look upon the

beauties and grandeur of surrounding nature.

It is obvious from the above remarks that health is

the greatest blessing that can be bestowed upon the

inmates of an educational establishment, and that its

conservation merits the perpetual and increasing atten-

tion which it receives here.

Statistics concerning Blindness.

Of the tweiity-six inmates admitted during the past

year to this institution, six lost theii- sight by accident,

two by whooping-cough, two by scarlet-fever, four by

cataract, two by the effects of a severe cold, one by

Avater on the brain during infancy, two by measles, one

by paralysis of the optic nerve, one by granulated lids,

one by ophthalmia neonatorum, and four were either

born blind.; or with impaired vision and a tendency to its

gradual loss. Thus in six cases blindness had been

caused by accident, in ten by disease, and in ten it was
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hereditary or organic, that is to say, was the visible

effect of some latent general physical disorder.

Although the main object of an institution like ours

is to educate the blind, and prepare them effectually for

the struggle of life, it is also very important to carry on

those lines of investigation and research for which a

school of the kind affords such ample scope and mate-

rial. In our own establishment this object has always

been considered of great value, and we continue to keep

a concise record of the history, parentage, antecedents,

mental and moral calibre, hereditary taints, physical

weaknesses, and peculiarities of character and disposi-

tion of each case, and to gather and file away as many
facts concerning blindness and its effects as we can

obtain.

These materials, added to the accumulation of past

and successive experience elsewhere, and reduced to

proper scientific form by comparison, classification, de-

duction, verification, and generalization, will be of great

service in two ways :
—

First, they will bring to light the nature and char-

acter of some of the prolific causes of blindness, and

suggest the means which may be employed to guard

against these causes effectually.

Secondlf/, they will call attention to the best agencies

for ameliorating the condition of the blind, and indicate

the laws which should regulate their education.

The value of these statistics will be enhanced in pro-

portion to the extent of the territory where they are

gathered. The wdder the range, the more trustworthy

are the results of comparison. The different phases of

SQcial life, the tendency to intermarriage, the homoge-
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neous or heterogeneous nature of the population, the

segregation or intermixture of dissimilar races, the moral

and intellectual status of divers communities, and the

climatic influences of various countries, all have more

or less direct bearing upon the degree of soundness or

defectiveness of the people; and the field of research

must be vastly extended in order to ascertain the real

strength of each factor, and to reach correct and weighty

conclusions.

For these reasons, it is highly desirable that there

should be adopted by all the institutions for the blind in

this and all other countries a general system of collect-

ing and recording facts concerning blindness and its

physiological and psychological effects, and that a synop-

sis of these statistics, arranged in a tabular form, should

be published in their reports.

Means and Effects of the Education of the Blind.

The system of education and training for the blind

adopted in this institution, although far from being per-

fect, is as complete as can be attained by the means at

our command. It is broad in its scope, and comprehen-

sive in its purposes. It is methodically arranged, and

embraces an ascending chain of exercises. It provides

for the gradual development of the mental faculties in

their natural order, for the improvement of the moral

character by all possible incentives to well-doing, for

sesthetic culture which shall nurture taste, and lead to

the appreciation, if not the creation, of the beautiful,

for physical growth and well-being by means of care-

ful exercise of the muscles of the body and by special

training of the hand to dexterity.
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The noble founder of this institution was a great

believer in the influences of education and in man's

capacity for improvement. His conception of the heau-

idenl of human nature was that of a being whose intel-

lectual faculties were active and enlightened, his senti-

ments dignified and firm, and his physical formation

healthy and beautiful ; and he devoted his genius and

his rare qualities of head and heart to the organization

of a system of instruction and training for the blind

which should bring them as near as possible to this

ideal, and should enable them to utilize all those sources

of happiness which nature supplies, to find out how to

use their faculties to the greatest advantage to them-

selves and others, and to learn how to live completely.

In order to accomplish his purpose, Dr. Howe never

ceased, as long as life lasted, diving into the sea of obser-

vation, and gathering flowers from the blooming fields of

experience with the fondness of a devotee ; and though

he could not avoid bringing up occasionally pebbles

with pearls, and picking straws with the violets, the

treasures obtained were of great importance, and they

will prove to be the most valuable contributions to the

erection of that magnificent temple in which the science

of the education of the blind is to be permanently

enshrined and preserved.

But, however marvellously successful were his efforts

in behalf of the blind, the stand-point which they now

take in American society imposes absolutely new condi-

tions upon their education. It recpiii'es not only better,

higher school-culture for the improvement of the under-

standing in the usual sense, but also the development

pf a certain degree of individual creativeness or jntel-
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lectual productivity. Upon that which the bhncl are to

become depend their future happiness and welfare far

more than upon that which they have ah'eady attained.

Society itself will never reach the proper point of equity

and perfection, unless it provide for all its members, be

they sound or defective in mind or in body, sufficient

means for thorough cultivation and training, so as to

develop in them that individual force and native energy

which radiate from within outwards, and which triumph

over external conditions and surrounding difficulties.

To nurture the powers of all children without distinc-

tion, and to awaken in them insight and creative abili-

ty, is alike the duty and the interest of the community

;

and education then, and only then, will achieve its

greatest practical success, when it meets all new condi-

tions, and when, in the words of the poet, —
" Earth's universal frame shall feel the effects,

Even till the smallest habitable i-ock,

Beaten by lonely billows, hear the songs

Of humanized societj-, and bloom

With civil arts that send their fragrance forth

A grateful tribute to all-ruling Heaven.

From culture unexclusivelj bestowed

Expect these hiighty issues ; from the pain

And faitlaful care of unambitious schools,

Instructing simple childhood's ready ear,

Thence look for these magnificent results."

This prophetic strain may be a vision of a poet's

brain, which is, perhaps, unattainable to its fullest ex-

tent ; but it indicates sufficiently the effects of culture,

and beautifully illustrates its aim. If the i3rinciples of

true education are scientifically educed, and accurately

defined, and its objects faithfully pursued, its legitimate
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processes will undoubtedly operate like the genial

agencies of nature, quietly, almost imperceptibly, yet

with unerring certainty attaining their proper ends.

Montaigne's statement, that the most important diffi-

culty of human science is the education of children, is

perfectly true ; and the difficulty becomes vastly greater

when the recipients of instruction are deprived of one

of the most important avenues of sense. Nevertheless

the attempts at the culture and training of the blind

are no longer regarded as an experiment of doubtful

results : on the contrary, the fruitfulness of past en-

deavors in their behalf promises a full success in the

future. The seed has ah-eady been abundantly laid in

the bosom of the earth ; and the dew, the rain, and the

vivifying light and air, are all working together slowly,

but surely, to produce the golden harvest.

The Various Departments of the Institution.

Of the work of the institution as carried on in its

Various departments, a brief account will be hereafter

given. Its educational methods and exercises, com-

pared with those employed in the schools for seeing

children, need to be as much more varied and compre-

hensive, as the peculiarities and obstacles in the way of

teaching are greater in the one case than in the other.

The day is divided between instruction in the school-

room and study, lessons and practice in instrumental

and vocal music and in tuning piano-fortes, training in

some simple mechanical occupation (in order to give

manual dexterity, and prepare the children for a trade,

if such is to be their calling), and physical exercise both

under shelter and in the open air. Moreover, the moral
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law reigns supreme, and the pupils are surrounded by

an atmosphere which makes conscience the guide and

judicial power in all their acts. High moral character

is the one thing which bridges over all distinctions

arising from physical imperfections, and is esteemed

indispensable in preparing the blind to constitute an

integral and not a distinct part of human society. Rec-

titude, veracity, integrity, purity, kindness, uprightness,

and vu'tue are instilled by precept and example. No
man prospers, no life succeeds, without these : any de-

parture from them is a flaw in our armor, an organic

weakness in the forces employed in fighting ignorance

and vice. If the blind are what they ought to be in

moral weight and fibre, in intellectual power, in physi-

cal vigor, and in indomitable energy, surely they need

not fear lest they shall find good and ample scope for

those qualities, in spite of their infirmity. With an

enlightened mind, with self-respect born of intellectual

development, with proper views of the dignity of labor,

with habits of industry and application, with a good

character, and with a determination not to be a bur-

den upon others, they can go out into the world well

equipped to make a successful struggle with the odds

that are against them, and will grapple resolutely with

the difficulties opposing their advancement to independ-

ence, and, if they have friends to give them a helping

hand at the outset, will finally walk firmly alone.

Of all the agencies requisite for compassing this end

none is more important than a judicious division of

labor based upon sound principles, and conscientiously

carried out in every department and every detail.
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Literary Department.

"That training which teaches how to make

money, or aims at the development of mere ph3-si-

cal strength, or the communication of skill in any

mechanical business or common art, without in-

tellectual culture and a sense of right, does not

deserve the name of education."

—

Plato.

This department is the basis of our system of educa-

tion, and the importance of its work is strikingly set forth

in the language of the most luminous star in the firma-

ment of philosophy. It exercises great influence in de-

veloping the mental powers and the testhetic faculties

of the pupils, in the increase of their capacity, and in

the formation of their character. It constitutes the solid

foundation upon which the superstructure can be

securely reared, broad and high, beautiful and substan-

tial. It represents a sort of intellectual and moral

gymnasium, preparatory for the great struggle in the

arena of life.

During the past year the intellectual department has

received all the attention which its vast scope merits,

and its present condition is exceedingly satisfactory.

Its concerns have been so administered as to secure for

the largest possible number the highest possible results,

and to enable them to use to the best advantage those

talents with which they are endowed.

The organic forces and mechanical means necessary

for the advancement and efficiency of the school have

been increased, and the facilities for thorough and sys-

tematic instruction are excellent. Not that we possess

costly apparatus, expensive appliances, or luxurious
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accommodations ; but what we have is admirably suited

to its purpose, and inchides all that is absolutely neces-

sary.

The pupils have been faithfully taught, and have

diligently improved their opportunities ; and the range

and quality of their acquirements are creditable both

to themselves and to thek instructors. There is a noble

spirit manifested among them, which is most gratifying

and commendable. This is evinced by a real interest in

their studies, by a respect and cheerful deference to the

wishes of those in authority, by an ambition to excel in

their classes, and by a general demeanor worthy of all

praise.

The teachers have endeavored to give clear and

correct instruction, with careful explanations of words

and principles. Their prominent aim has been to direct

the scholars how to study, and to encourage them to

surmount difficulties. They have led them to get a

distinct and accurate understanding of the subjects

under consideration, and requked them to express their

thoughts and views in their own language. They have

stimulated as far as possible their aptitude for invention,

and have sought to inspire them with confidence in their

own powers and resources. All who have witnessed

the efforts of our instructors, and watched them atten-

tively, are impressed with the thoroughness of their

work, their skilful probing of the pupils' knowledge,

their manifest love for their vocation, and their simple

and interesting manner of unfolding facts and principles.

As a general rule, they prepare every lesson before

crossing the threshold of the schoolroom. They are

methodical in their arrangements, definite in their plans,



42 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

succinct in their teaching, and invincibly patient in the

pursuit of a fixed end. This quaUty is indispensable

for securing satisfactory results in any undertaking

;

for patience is nothing else but common sense intensi-

fied. John Foster named it " the faculty of lighting

one's own fire
;

" and Buffon pronounced it the true

touchstone of genius. The man or woman who is

patient, and keeps a calm temper, no matter how accu-

rately the difficulties before him are estimated, and how

keenly the disappointments felt, will have vastly greater

power to accomplish good and to correct evil than those

who become impatient, and fall into a sour mood. A
sweet spirit, like the fragrant flower, has a perfume to

cast upon the path of every one who passes by : it has

also for itself a rare life of love, >vhich every one ad-

mires.

The course of study pursued here has been so often

detailed in former reports, that it need not be rehearsed

again. Suffice it to say that its scale has been enlarged

and extended, and is calculated to bestow that practical

knowledge and breadth of culture which are necessary

to the highest success. The objects with which the

pupils are brought into daily contact, the phenomena

which constantly appear before the mental vision, the

facts of nature and of consciousness upon which all

science and philosophy are based, receive careful and

systematic attention.

The subject-matter of the lessons given in the classes

is not of a fragmentary or disconnected character, but

shows distinctly the relations of one thing to another,

and while it arouses the attention, and trains the powers

of observation, also presents that connected chain of
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thought necessary to the development of the reasoning

faculties. The operation of the higher powers of the

mind in solving the problems of thought and in arriv-

ing at just conclusions depends upon the faithfulness

with which perception has been cultivated.

There has been a marked improvement in the modes

of imparting instruction. Much more time than for-

merly has been given to oral and object teaching, and

has been attended with most encouraging results. The

rational method, in contradistinction to the mere mechan-

ical, has been applied to various branches ordinarily

taught to children, but not carried beyond the bounda-

ries prescribed by reason and wisdom. Nature has been

our guide ; and instead of attempting to overrule her,

and substitute our senseless wishes and designs for her

unalterable and imperative enactments, we anxiously

study and implicitly obey them. To do otherwise would

be to labor for an impossible result.

" Naturam expelles furca, tamen usque recurret."

Our instructors are enjoined to study the special apti-

tude of every pupil, and to adapt theii' nfDde of teach-

ing to the wants of each individual. The inequality of

different minds in imbibing instruction under precisely

identical ckcumstances is a glaring fact, and is one of

the obstacles encountered m teaching numbers together,

that is, m classes. Hence the adaptation of class work

to individual capacity must of necessity form the basis

of the whole system of instruction.

Attention has been given to the principles which

govern every intelligent effort to impart instruction.

Mountains of learned verbalism, and clouds of mere
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formulse of words, have not been allowed to stand

betAveen the mental vision of the pupils and the object

;

and clearness in thought, and distinctness in the repre-

sentation of ideas have been considered of more moment

than linguistic exercises, for perspicuity of expression

follows definiteness in thinking. Combe's educational

motto, "jR^s, non verba, quaeso,'' has been the guide in

our school, because " dum res tnaneant verba fingantT

The learning of words is a noisy process ; whereas the

virtue of things steals into the intellect with noiseless

step, and is ever working in the thoughts of the pupils

most when they perceive it least. It does not confine

itself to the surface of the mind, rustling in its fringes,

and roaring in its outskirts, but reaches its vital springs,

and feeds its native vigor. It is as silent as the growing

of the plants, as unconscious as the assimilation of the

food and the vitalizing work of the blood.

Accuracy and thoroughness in whatever is studied,

with the frequent application of principles to the duties

and affairs of life, is of the first importance. A smat-

tering of letters, scraps of grammar, odds and ends of

history, crumbs of the abstract sciences, are of little use

to the blind ; and, instead of being thankful for them,

they are more likely to say, with the shoemaker in

Martial,

—

" At me litei'ulas stulti docuere parentes."

What they especially need is the cultivation of sponta-

neous intellectual energy, and a thorough mental disci-

pline, including the habits of observation, of quick and

accurate perception, of steady attention, and of close

and patient reasoning.

More stress is laid upon principles and leading
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thoughts than upon the quantity of details and facts.

This is as it should be ; for mere accumulation of knowl-

edge, without fostering and promoting the activity of

the intellectual faculties, is not education. It occu-

pies, but does not enrich, the mind. It imparts a stim-

ulus for the time, and produces a sort of intellectual

keenness and cleverness ; but, without an implanted

purpose and a higher object than mere pleasure, it does

not call forth any conscious eifort of ratiocination, and

will bring with it no solid advantage. In such cases,

knowledge produces but a passing impression,— a sen-

sation, but no more. It is in fact the merest epicurism

of intelligence,— sensuous, but certainly not intellectual.

Locke, throughout the whole of his treatise on education,

reiterates the necessity of simplicity in subject ; of train-

ing and method, rather than variety and amount. The

tendency to put a higher value upon the quantity of

knowledge acquired than upon the mental discipline

derived from school-life develops an opinionative self-

sufficiency, not a real intellectual activity. It should be

continually borne in mind, that it is not the amount of

information w^hich our pupils carry from the school that

constitutes a criterion of their capacity, and opens to

them the gates of usefulness, but the ability to learn, the

appetite for good knowledge, and the habits of thought

into which the mind has settled in acquiring it, the skill

in applying what they know to practical business, and the

vigor of health that gives aptitude for its use.

Endeavors to expand the intellect by the introduction

of mechanically compressed facts have been avoided

among us, not only as futile, but as positively injurious.

The pupils are trained to perceive, think, investigate,
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reason, and discover for themselves, to a very great

extent. We make a point of awakening the energy,

qnickening the intellectual activity and moral power,

clearing the mind by driving away pretentions and

shams and illusions, and giving tone and tension to the

thought of the day.

The mind of a child is not a passive recipient, but an

active principle, constantly developing, expanding, and

tending to maturity. It is therefore important that it

should be nourished with the aliment best fitted for its

growth ; not wdth dry facts, wordy formulas, scientific

definitions, and tables of chronology, but with some-

thing that addresses the ideality, awakens the obser-

vation, pleases the perceptive faculties, gives play to

conception, and stimulates ratiocination. On the other

hand, the attempt to bring into active and unceasing

exercise the reasoning powers of youth of a very early

age is very injurious ; for minute analyses and consecu-

tive trains of argumentative and demonstrative thought

task the brain more severely than any other intellectual

process, and hinder its normal growth and expansion.

In educational matters the pendulum of error often

oscillates from senseless, stupefying repetition, and

learning by rote, on the one hand, to continuous analyz-

ing and reasoning on the other. To keep a just bal-

ance between the two is alike pointed out by common

sense, and demanded by the interests of the children.

The first and most fundamental principle in the work

of any school is, that the instruction be simple and well

adapted to each stage of mental capacity, directly tend-

ino- to prepare the next step of development, and that

the intellectual faculties be properly fed and developed.
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Process of MejSital Development.

The development of the mental powers should be sys-

tematic and perfectly proportioned in order to form a

complete individuality. No undue attention should be

bestowed on any one of them to the neglect of the

others. No colossal overshadowing tree should be

raised in the midst of sapling faculties, intercepting the

sun from their leaves, or covering the ground of the

organism with roots, and sapping the nutriment from

the vital centres. They should be unfolded in that defi-

nite order which is pointed out by the laws of nature,

and prescribed by science.

The dawn of active intelligence in the mind of a

child passes rapidly and beautifully from mere sensation

to observation, and from this to the recognition of per-

sons and objects formerly beheld, or of sounds previ-

ously heard passively. In this manner, conception is

brought into play, the mind receives ideas, the mem-

ory retains and recalls them by the wonderful principle

of association, words are acquired and connected with

them in an indissoluble manner by the process of assim-

ilation, and talking and thinking move on together.

Then follows the comparison of objects and ideas after

which the mind passes to a recognition of abstract quali-

ties ; then logical thought, or ratiocination. ' This, with

judgment and imagination, are developed slowly, and in

their highest exercise belong to the last stage of men-

tal growth. It is thus that the foundation of the whole

intellectual character is laid by conception, aided by the

law of association, which Rogers has so graphically

described,—
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" Lulled in the countless chambers of the brain,

Our thoughts are linked b}' many a hidden chain.

Awake but one, and. lo, what myriads rise !

Each stamps its image as the other flies."

The laws which govern the growth and operations of

the human mind are as definite, and as universal in

their application, as those which control the material

world. Hence education in general must take cogni-

zance of the fact, and shape its course accordingly.

But, in the training of the blind, particular attention

needs to be paid to the peculiar nature of the difficulties

arising from their infirmity. The long night of their

life knows no morning. The ever varying, ever beauti-

ful face of nature is to them a blank ; and not only so,

but all modes of expression founded upon the countless

changes of light and shade so numerous in all lan-

guages are to them of vague and uncertain import.

Then there are many forms of existence so obvious, that

no one considers it necessary to describe them to see-

ing children,— things which the simplest books do not

explain. Who would think, for instance, of telling his

pupils that a mule had four legs, and a hen but two

;

that an ox had horns, and a horse had not ] Yet how

is the sightless child to know these particulars, unless

he feel of the animals themselves, or of their tangible

representations ? It is here that the blind are cramped,

and it is the province of the schools established for

then* special benefit to provide them with ample means

for the exercise of their senses, and to bring them as

far as may be into direct communication with the multi-

farious objects of external nature. It will readily be

seen that teaching of this kind is indispensable for
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training the physical and intellectual powers of the

blind, for building up their whole character, and for

raising them as near as possible to the social and moral

standard of the community.

Object-Teaching and Illustrative Apparatus.

During the past year the facilities afforded by the

institution for object-teaching, and for illustrating

several branches of study, have been greatly increased

;

and the collections of models, specimens, and tangible

appliances of various kinds, although not yet complete,

have been enriched by many new additions. The most

valuable of these is one of Auzoux's best and largest

manikins, the purchase of which was followed by an

order sent to Dresden, Germany, for a full set of Dr.

Schaufuss's anatomical models. The manikin is a fine

specimen, five feet six inches high, and is composed of

ninety separate pieces, which can be taken apart so as

to show the human structure in all its details. The

Schaufuss models, forty-three in number, and represent-

ing the different parts of the body singly, are well made

of papier-mache, and have been found of great service

in the educational institutions of Germany. The appa-

ratus illustrative of the metric system, and a collection

of minerals, fossils, crystals, seeds and dried plants, kin-

dergarten materials, and stuffed birds and animals, have

also been procured, and advantageously used by our

pupils.

These additions, although increasing our educational

facilities, are far from completing them, and making

them such as they ought to be. We need more speci-

mens, both of sensible objects from the animal and
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vegetable kingdoms, and tangible models of various

kinds ; so that in every case where it is possible the real

thing may be presented to the touch when it is studied

or taught. This mode of instruction is of inestimable

value. It bridges over the chasm from the known to

the unknown, from the concrete to the abstract, and lays

a solid foundation for the mind to work upon. It rouses

the attention of the pupils, and excites their interest.

It appeals to experience, and stimulates their powers of

observation to intense activity. It feeds the mind with

real food, and raises it out of the slough of inattention

and listless inactivity.

The first step in mental growth is to obtain knowl-

edge which comes in the form of the perception of

the qualities of objects, or of facts in regard to their

relations ; the next is a comparison of two or more

perceptions and the recognition of their points of like-

ness and unlikeness, then classification, then general-

ization, then law and principle, then definition. Thus

ideas are formed in the mind by abstraction and gener-

ahzation from facts revealed to it through the senses;

and the more numerous, varied, intense, and harmoni-

ous are the latter, the more complete and clear will

be the former, and the more profound the enjoyment

derived from them. What the pupils themselves per-

ceive of the tangible properties of things serves as the

basis of thought; and upon the vividness and fulness

of the impressions made upon them by external objects

depend the correctness of their inferences and the

soundness of their judgment. In early childhood the

perceptive faculties are relatively stronger than at a

later period ; and, while the understanding and reason
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still sleep, the sensitive mind is receiving those sharp

impressions of external things, which, held fast by the

memory, transformed by the imagination, and finally

classified and organized throngh reflection, result in

the determination of thought and in the formation of

character.

Descartes, in his philosophy, attempts to show that

the only reality of which we are absolutely certain is,

that ive think,— '•^ cogito, ergo sum,''— and that the

materials and order of thought are furnished by the

outer world. It is true, that the more we study natural

phenomena, and rise to a comprehension of the laws

that control them, the more thoroughly is the reasoning

faculty developed, and the better are we prepared to

perform the duties of life. But we must not lose sight

of the fact that the final result of mental discijDline is

the attainment, not of subsensuous, but of supersensuous

knowledge, and the ability to deal with abstract relations

and principles. This consummation of education should

not be hindered, either by neglect of object-lessons, or

by an exclusive and too long continuation of them.

Either extreme is dangerous ; for culture in the one case

rests upon a narrow and insufficient basis of fact, and, in

the other, the mind is kept under the dominion of the

senses, and independent thought is rendered nearly im-

possible.

Text-Books, their Use and Abuse.

The evil tendency of obliging pupils to commit to

memory the words of the text-book has been constantly

disapproved and persistently avoided.

This practice is a pernicious one, and has been



52 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

severely criticised and emphatically condemned by great

philosophers and distinguished educators. Hallam says,

that " Locke did not think that to pour the wordy book-

learning of pedants into the memory is the true disci-

pline of childhood ;
" and Montaigne observes, that " a

mere bookish learning is a poor stock to go upon.

Though it may serve for some kind of ornament, yet

there is no foundation for any superstructure to be raised

upon." It seems to have its origin in indolence or

ignorance, and lack of training, and is calculated directly

to narrow, rather than to expand, the mind. It fixes the

attention on words, rather than on thoughts, and makes

more of forms and symbols than of the thing symbolized.

It is not merely because Moses, Socrates, Confucius,

Plato, and Aristotle were great men themselves, but

that they happily lived before text-books were manufac-

tured, and had to invent their methods as they went on

teaching, that their vast original force has so gone out

upon the world of thought.

Text-books are used in our school as aids, rather than

as fetters ; as helps to elucidate the study which they

present, rather than as all-sufficient treasures of informa-

tion. The keynote with us is an extension of the

sphere and uses of oral instruction, which furnishes the

best facilities for the acquisition of knowledge. This

kind of teaching leads the mind to exert such activity

as will result in a thorough training of the i^tellectual

faculties and in the attainment of a good method of

thinking and acting.

But oral teaching, in order to be valuable, must be

systematic, connected, and harmonious, and not mere

random talk. Its form must be dialectic, and not dog-
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matic. Socrates, and, after him, Arkesilaos, first made

their pupils speak, and then spoke to them ; and every

true teacher ought to follow their example.

Music Department.

" By music, minds an equal temper know,

Nor swell too high, nor sink too low

:

If iu the breast tumultuous joys arise,

Music her soft, persuasive voice applies
;

Or, when the soul is pressed with cares,

Exalts her in enlivening airs." — Poj)e.

This department has fully sustained its high standing

in our system of education, and its work has been per-

formed in a manner which is very creditable to those

who are engaged in it.

Eighty-seven scholars have received instruction in

music during the past year, and the branches taught

may be summarized as follows : piano-forte, tlie parlor

and church organ, class and solo singing, flute, clari-

net, cornet, and other band instruments, harmony, coun-

terpoint, and the art of teaching.

The progress of the pupils has been very satisfactory,

and those among them who are gifted with special

talent, and possess such general mental ability as is

essential for the attainment of excellence in any art,

advance rapidly. But there are some who prove, after

a patient and fak trial, utterly destitute of natural apti-

tude for music. These are required to discontinue

their music-lessons, and to devote their time out of

school-hours to the acquisition of some useful trade, or

to some other manual occupation. In order to meet

the usual remonstrance^s of disappointed relatives and
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friends in such instances, a record of each scholar's

progress is kept, showing the number of lessons given

to him, the exact amount of music learned at each of

them, and the number of hours practised per week.

From these data the actual standing of every pupil can

be accurately obtained, and his ability or inaptitude for

further musical instruction exactly ascertained. There

are individuals who are afflicted with what Mr. Grant

Allen has called note-deafness,— an imperfection in the

nervous apparatus in the ear, analogous to color-blind-

ness, which is supposed to be due to the loss of sensi-

bility of one of the three sets of retinal nerve-fibres. To

such persons, as well as to those who are wanting in

mental capacity and calibre, instruction in music is of no

avail whatever, and the sooner they turn their attention

to some of the mechanical arts, the better it is for them.

Due attention is given to concerted music, such as

class-singing, band-playing, and the like; but the fullest

measure of attention and endeavor is directed towards

those forms of instruction and training which aim at

individual excellence both in vocal and instrumental

music. In the arena of practical life, the success of a

graduate who has been merely a member of a singing-

class, or of a band or orchestra, is rather doubtful ; but

if the culture of his voice has been such as to enable

him to sing artistically, accompanying himself, if need

be, on the piano-forte, or if he can play solos well on

any string, reed, or brass instrument which shall be fit

for the concert-room or for a select parlor-entertainment,

he will find almost anywhere an open field of usefulness,

and may derive substantial advantages from the practice

of his profession.
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Nearly all the individual lessons on instruments used

in the band, and most of the instruction in vocal music,

are given by three non-resident professors,— Messrs. H.

C. Brown, C. Higgins, and Madame Rametti. These,

with five resident teachers, one assistant, three music-

readers, and some of the advanced pupils, constitute

an able and efficient corps of instructors.

The Ohjectionahle in Music.

Music, like literature, has its low and sensational

forms, which tend to degrade both taste and feeling.

Dime novels and vile fiction have then- counterpart in

musical compositions. This kind of music, which is

either meaningless, or ends in mere sentiment, without

exciting to generous and noble action, vulgarizing that

which is lofty and pure, or appealing dii'ectly to the

basest passions, is shunned in our curriculum, and that

alone chosen which has a tendency to arouse the higher

nature, to repress selfishness, to refine the taste, and to

restrain the lower propensities. Music of this kind,

while directly aiding in aesthetic culture, becomes an

important element in moral education.

The possession of the aesthetic faculty, that is, of a

well developed sense of the general fitness of beautiful

things, is one of the most important requisites of a

musician ; and this, together with the ability for sound

analytical criticism of musical compositions, can be at-

tained in the concert-room, where the compositions of

the greater and lesser masters are interpreted by emi-

nent artists. Thanks to the authorities and members of

the best musical societies of Boston, to the proprietors

of theatres, the managers of public entertainments, and
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also to a brilliant array of distinguished musicians in

our city,— the names of all of whom will be hereafter

gratefully mentioned in the list of acknowledgments,

— our pupils continue to be generously permitted to

attend the finest concerts, rehearsals, operas, oratorios,

and the like, and are favored with many most exquisite

artistic performances given in our own hall. They

actually live and move in a musical atmosphere, which

has, of course, a most powerful influence in the forma-

tion of the taste ; so that pure classical music is enjoyed

by them with the greatest zest and enthusiasm, and

concerts of a high order become favorite entertainments.

The True, the Beautiful, and the Useful in Music.

Herbert Spencer, m describing the importance of

the social and moral influence of music, says,—
" The tendency of civilization is more and more to repress the

antagonistic elements of our characters, and to develop the social

ones, to curb our purel}' selfish desires, and exercise our unselfish

ones, to replace private gratification b}' gratification resulting

from or involving the happiness of others ; and while, by this

adaptation to the social state, the s^'mpathetic side of our nature

is being unfolded, there is simultaneously* growing up a language

of sympathetic intercourse,— a language through which we com-

municate to others the happiness we feel, and are made to share

their happiness."

These words of the eminent scientist are in accord-

ance with the views of the most distinguished writers

and celebrated thinkers on the subject. Music is un-

doubtedly one of the spontaneous manifestations of that

intellectual activity which is the sjDecial characteristic

of man, and its value as a promoter of the beautiful,

and through it of the good, is universally admitted. It



1879.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27. 57

constitutes a very essential factor in the education of the

blind ; and its study and practice are earnestly pursued

in our school for the aesthetic culture which it affords,

for its beneficial results in mental and moral
J;
discipline,

and for the substantial advantages, as well as the pleas-

ure, which its devotees derive from its profession. But,

on the other hand, the idea that music should or can

constitute the sole aim of the efforts of the blind is a

mistaken and very pernicious one. It proceeds from

ignorance of the nature of the art itself, and rests upon

a mere illusion with regard to its effects upon man's

normal development. While no one wiU agree in these

days with the stern-minded Romans of old in their con-

demnation of music as effeminating, it is obvious, that,

if pursued with a narrow and exclusive devotion, it may

become so. The truest musician is he who is loyal to

his whole nature, who does not dwarf his mind, and

stunt his body, thereby in reality thwarting his art.

This fact, although apparently so self-evident, it is

always necessary to impress upon the minds of young

people, and especially upon those of the blind, in whom

neither pallid cheeks, sunken chests, sedentary habits,

lameness of the wrists, circumscribed mental horizon,

nor the limited circle of sympathies, can be improved or

remedied by exclusive devotion to one branch of edu-

cation, which must produce an inharmonious develop-

ment of all the faculties and powers. The success of

our graduates as music-teachers and performers depends

in no small measure upon the breadth of their general

knowledge and the degree of mental discipline which

they have attained in school. As in intellectu§,l train-

ing the aim is to ascertain the true in facts and in the
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relations of both the physical and mental worlds, so in

music the end sought is the beautiful, which is the true

in the relations of sound, and in their combinations and

qualities as they affect the sense of hearing. The true

includes all phenomena, and the beautiful refers to

those objective relations and combinations which afford

pleasure. Hence the two are so related to each other,

that each is essential in an educational course for the

ultimate success of the other, and that substantial

attainment in the former is necessary to the highest

proficiency in the latter. Without the assertion of the

intellect in music, its sweetness would cloy, and become

positively tiresome. Berlioz's remarks on this subject

carry with them more than ordinary weight. They

seem to be the embodiment of keen observation, ma-

ture experience, and sound judgment. " Music," says

he, " is at once an art and a science ; to have a thor-

ough knowledge of it, one must go through complex

and quite long studies ; to feel the emotions it arouses,

one must have a cultured intelligence and a practical

ear ; to judge of the value of musical works, one must

have a well-furnished memory in order to be able to

make comparisons, and, in fine, to know many things,

of which one is necessarily ignorant when one has not

learned them."

The ancient Greeks, who, by the harmonious develop-

ment and proper exercise of all the mental faculties

and bodily powers, reached the beau ideal of physical,

intellectual, and aesthetic perfection, embraced in the

term music (novam)) the whole course of culture, from the

gymnasium to the academia. This definition may seem

over-wide at fhst, yet I venture to plead for its applica-
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tion in the case of the blmd. Then, and then only, will

education light for them the path to a noble social

equalization and the domain of a rational individual

happiness, when, like Phoebus in Guide's famous pic-

ture, the luminous herald is permitted to ride in a car

of faultless workmanship, in which symbol I would

embody the idea of a perfect physical development

bearing along as in a beautiful chariot the glory of the

illuminated mind.

Tuning Department.

In order that our pupils may obtain the necessary

training for the productive employments of life, our

system of instruction is not confined to the ordinary

branches of an English education alone, or to the culti-

vation of music, the broadening of the intellect, or the

refinement of the aesthetic nature. Addressing the

mind, it does not ignore the hands, or the whole range

of those faculties of which they are the special instru-

ments, but aims to develop the mechanical aptitudes

and tastes of our pupils, and send them out sufficiently

prepared to earn their living by their own exertions.

The tuning department, infusing as it does a new

motive into the activities of the blind, is a valuable aux-

iliary to this end, and an important adjunct to our sys-

tem of education. It opens a new and lucrative field of

usefulness to our graduates ; and a considerable number

of young men who despaired of success in other call-

ings are doing exceedingly well as tuners of piano-

fortes.

This department has received during the past year all

the attention which its practical ends and general pur-
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poses deserve, and a great amount of work has been

accomplished in it. Its present condition is excellent,

and its future prospects very promising.

The number of pupils who have received instruction

in tuning is seventeen ; and the time devoted by them to

taking lessons and practising varies, according to their

attainments and necessities, from five to twenty-four

hours a week.

Two of the pupils graduated from this department

at the close of the last term ; and one of the former

graduates has been employed during the year on a reg-

ular salary to assist in tuning the piano-fortes used in the

schools of the city of Boston.

Another piano-forte has been added to those already in

use in this department, and our collection of appliances

for the practical study of the internal mechanism of

instruments of various kinds has been increased by the

generous gift of Messrs. Steinway and Sons of two

models of the actions of then- upright and grand piano-

fortes. For finished workmanship, beauty, and com-

pleteness of construction, these models can hardly be

surpassed, and they are great ornaments to the appara-

tus of our tuning department.

Manufacturers of piano-fortes in this and other cities

will promote their own interests, as well as those of the

blind, by placing models of their actions in this institu-

tion. Tuners who are thus assisted in mastering thor-

oughly the details and peculiarities of various instru-

ments are able to recommend them among the clientele

which they almost invariably acquire on leaving school.

Thus the sale of the instruments is increased, and a

knowledge of their special characteristics diffused in
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different parts of the country. This is particularly de-

su'able where any new principles are involved in then-

construction.

The contract for tuning and keeping in repair the

piano-fortes used in the public schools of Boston has

been renewed for another year on the same terms as

before, and without the least opposition from any direc-

tion. This unanimous and prompt action of the com-

mittee is highly complimentary to our tuners, and

speaks more eloquently for their skill and efficiency

than words can do. It is a source of encouragement to

the blind of New England and a noble example of jus-

tice and foresight which does honor to the members of

the school board of Boston, and ought to be followed by

the authorities of every city in America.

The popular prejudice against the ability of the blind

as tuners, teachers, or adepts in any art or profession,

which has for a long time blocked up their way to use-

fulness and independence, thus gratuitously increasing

the grievous burden of their misfortune, is gradually

yielding to a better understanding of their skill and

capacity ; and many of the best and most intelligent

families of Boston and the neighboring towns unhesi-

tatingly place their costly instruments under the care of

our tuning department, and, so far as we know, not only

has no fault been found with the work done upon them,

but general satisfaction seems to echo from all direc-

tions. For this feeling of confidence in the proficiency

of our tuners, and for the generous patronage which

is constantly extended to them, we are greatly indebted

to some of our most distinguished musicians and to

many teachers and eminent citizens, who, by employing
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our men to keep their own piano-fortes in order, have

manifested their reliance upon the work of the bhnd

in the most practical and convincing manner.

It has been repeatedly stated in my previous reports,

that the blind develop, in consequence of their infirmity,

a remarkable power of distinguishing the pitch and

quality of sounds ; that, as a result of this ability, they

acquire great proficiency in the art of tuning piano-fortes
;

that in this calling they labor under no disadvantage

whatsoever, and therefore are exceedingly successful;

and that their work is in many respects more thoroughly

and satisfactorily done than that of most of their seeing

brethren in the craft. I desire to repeat the assertion

here with all the emphasis which proceeds from full con-

viction ; for it does not rest upon mere a priori reason-

ing, but is warranted by experience gathered in the field

of observation and study, and confirmed by facts obtained

by scientific investigation. So far as the calling of a tuner

is concerned, it is beyond doubt, that, other things being

equal, the blind, living as they do in this institution in an

atmosphere eminently musical, and enjoying uncommon

advantages for theoretical study and thorough practical

training in the art of tuning, are qualified to do their

work more satisfactorily than their seeing competitors in

the art. Hence it is earnestly hoped that the com-

munity in general, and piano-forte manufacturers in par-

ticular, will take more notice of this fact, and will favor

our tuners in their efforts for self-maintenance with

more encouragement in the future than they have done

heretofore. As sight is a condition sine qua non in the

pursuit of the mechanical arts, the sphere of employ-

ments for our graduates is a contracted one, and it is
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simply a matter of justice, that, in those branches of

industry in which they compete successfully with other

workmen, and even excel them, they should receive all

the patronage, nay, the preference, which is due to

them as an inherent part, and as active members, of the

organic body of society.

Technical Department.

This department continues to perform its important

part in the work of training our pupils for useful inde-

pendence and happiness.

While we are deeply impressed with the magnitude

of the benefits which intellectual and moral culture con-

fer upon the blind, yet their education would be de-

cidedly deficient, if not supplemented by instruction in

some kind of handicraft, and the acquisition of a fair

amount of skill for its pursuance. The system which

makes the training of the hands keep pace with the

mental development is of immense importance to the

blind, and the good effects produced by it may be

summed up as follows :
—

First, it arouses the senses to activity, and provides

the mental faculties with a gentle stimulus, while it

prevents the morbid action of the brain which too much
study is apt to produce in young persons.

Secondly, it trains the muscles to respond immediately

to the will, and gives dexterity in the use of tools and

in the handling of materials.

Thirdly, it furnishes pleasant, and, in most cases,

profitable occupation, without which the time might be

passed in idleness, despondency, and dissipation.

Fourthly, its uifluence may be likened to that of a



64 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

utilitarian gymnasium, and it exercises an important

hygienic agency.

Finally, it aims to impart a healthy tonic against the

sentimentalism and dilettanteism which are the bane of

our age, and to inculcate the wholesome lesson that

young people must work in order to enjoy ; that they

cannot accomplish any thing creditable without applica-

tion and diligence ; that they must not be daunted by

difficulties, but conquer them by patience and perse-

verance ; and that, above all, they should seek elevation

of character, without which capacity is worthless, and

worldly success is naught.

For these reasons manual labor has always been

made one of the most prominent means of improve-

ment in this institution ; and its dignity and usefulness

have been constantly asserted by precept and example.

All our pupils, whether children of the rich or of the

poor, are required to spend a part of their time daily in

the industrial department, and to learn to work with

theh hands, so that, when they leave the school, they

may not only be instructed in the various branches of

study, but possessed of knowledge of some profession,

or of one or more trades, and, above all, with bodily

vigor, and with muscles trained to the performance of

the tasks which await them in the wide field of in-

dustry.

As has been repeatedly stated in former reports, the

technical department of the institution is divided into

two branches, one for the boys, and the other for the

girls. The business of both of these branches has been

conducted with rare assiduity and fidelity by those in

charge, and with very gratifying results.
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/. — Workshop for the Boys.

Eegular and systematic instruction in various trades,

such as seating cane-bottomed chairs, manufacturing

brooms, making mattresses, and upholstering parlor

furniture, is given in this shop ; and the pupils are

occupied as much as possible with work of a solid and

serviceable character, either for the use of the institu-

tion, or for sale.

The mode of instruction employed is simple and

practical, and the advancement of its recipients very

satisfactory.

The workshop for the boys, as well as that for the

girls, was never designed as a source of pecuniary profit

to the institution. We endeavor to make it pay its own

expenses ; but, if it did not quite do that,— as in reality

it does not,— the benefit to the pupils in training them

to mechanical skill, and habits of industry and regularity,

would still make it our duty to maintain it, and keep it

under the management and supervision of teachers

employed dii-ectly for the purpose by the institution.

In some parts of the country an arrangement is made

by which the pupils of educational establishments are

placed for certain specified hours of the day under the

charge of a contractor, who, in addition to the use of

the shop free of rent, receives the avails of theii- labor

in return for the instruction he may impart to them.

Such a plan is very convenient indeed where it does not

matter whether the training in handicraft is nominal or

not. It saves to an institution a certain amount of

money, and, what is more important than this, it lessens

the work of those managers who have a natural con-
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tempt for too much exertion ; but it cannot be too

severely deprecated, if the workshops are intended to

play in all its completeness the r61e which is assigned to

them in the education of the blind. The advancement

of the objects of an institution- is proportioned to the

degree of disinterestedness, zeal, efficiency, and aptitude,

displayed by those employed to carry on its work, and

the amount of influence and control which they exercise

over its beneficiaries. Now, a contractor who aspires

to reap as much pecuniary benefit from his undertakings

as possible, however tightly he may be bound to con-

form with the terms of his agreement, cannot perform

the duties of an experienced teacher in the cUfFerent

branches of handicraft satisfactorily and acceptably.

He will be inclined to look out for his own interests

rather than for those of the pupils committed to his

charge ; and instead of giving systematic and progres-

sive mstruction to all of them, and especially to those

who need it the most, he will pay particular attention

to those whose labor is profitable to himself, keeping

them at work on what they can do best at the expense

of breadth of training and the versatility which it im-

parts. He will not be disposed to be strict with them

by noticing whether they stand erect, are tidy, and free

from objectionable habits, and use proper language,

provided they work assiduously, and turn out as many

salable brooms or other articles as possible. He will

devote all his time and energy to the increasing of his

own business by urging on the older and more ad-

vanced, and will have none left to spend in guiding step

by step the young and unskilful, who are of feeble

temperament, and cannot use their hands to advantage,
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Thus, while the latter are sure to be neglected, the

former will be employed in the work which is most

lucrative, without any reference to their improvement

in the knowledge of their trades. The acquisition of

the habits of prudence and economy in the use of stock

is the only redeeming feature of the contract-system

;

but this is more than counterbalanced by the great dis-

advantages resulting from such an arrangement.

//. — IVorkrooms for the Girls.

The condition of the girls' branch of the technical

department is flourishing, and its work progresses most

satisfactorily. No pains have been spared in rendering

the lessons here given interesting and attractive, and

the responsive spirit shown by the pupils is very gratify-

ing to their instructors.

A few of our girls learn seating cane-bottomed chairs,

which is always a resource for a blind person, particu-

larly in small towns and villages ; but a livelier interest

is shown by the greater number in the various branches

of needlework which are taught in the sewing-room,

where the majority of the older girls spend a part of

the afternoon Fancy-work of difl'erent materials, and

more especially of the kind known among blind people

as bead-work, develops infinite ramifications in their

hands. New forms are invented from time to time, and

the ingenious work-mistress. Miss Dillingham, is con-

stantly on the alert to obtain, and introduce into the

school, the most recent and graceful patterns of various

articles which are esteemed desirable for gifts, &c. The

girls derive pecuniary profit from the disposal of the

fruits of their industry, and a great deal of zeal is natu-

rally displayed in their contrivance and manufacture,
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Besides these lighter forms of work, the sewing-

machines are kept constantly going ; and linen for the

household, as well as various other articles of use, are

prepared by the pupils. The generosity of Messrs.

Wheeler & Wilson has furnished this department with

two of their new " improved machines," the number

now amounting to nine in all. These machines continue

to be held in the highest esteem among us, and are

regarded as the most valuable adjunct to our sewing-

rooms.

It has also been deemed necessary to add to oui- stock

one of Franz & Pope's knitting-machines, which gives

better satisfaction than those formerly purchased of Mr.

Bickford of New York.

A variety of domestic occupations is moreover taught

to our gu'ls. Our cottage system affords an excellent

opportunity for learning by daily practice and routine

the economy of a frugal and orderly household. The

pupils manifest interest, application, perseverance, a

willingness to work, and a certain degree of pride in

what they accomplish. A woman's sphere of knowl-

edge is incomplete, unless it embrace some acquaintance

with work of this sort ; and it is especially necessary for

blind gii'ls to be trained m matters, which, if they had

sight, would be to them almost a second nature. Mil-

ton says,

—

"To know

That which before us lies in daily life

Is the prime wisdom ;

"

and every well-organized system of education should

afford to its recipients ample facilities for instruction

and practice in the ordinary callings of daily life,
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Department of Physical Training.

That the perfection of the operations of the mind is

dependent upon the soundness of the machinery by

means of which it manifests itself, and that a heakhy

and vigorous body is indispensable to success in any

active form of intellectual life, is too evident to need

demonstration.

Emerson says that the first thing in every efficient

man is a fine animal. Experience shows, that, without

this, nothing that is truly remarkable can be achieved.

Genius is very seldom, if ever, nurtured in a weak and

diseased frame. No man is at his best without physical

vigor. It is the strength of the body that nourishes the

power of the mind. In endeavoring to bring out the

beauty and brilliancy of the gem, we must not neglect

the casket which enshrines it. There can be no health-

ful or wholesome action of the mind or the moral per-

ceptions, if the physique is enervated. The age of an

animal life preceded the unparalleled intellectual and

aesthetic development of ancient Greece. The works of

Ictinus and Phidias, of Zeuxis and Praxiteles, of Plato

and Thucydides, of ^schylus and Demosthenes, were

produced when the first care in that country was to

make a man a magnificent creature, when corporeal

weakness was considered a positive disgrace, and physi-

cal deformity was not allowed to exist, and when beauty

and bodily vigor were classed among the noblest virtues.

Wiry muscles and firm flesh, good digestion, the

power of endurance of all kinds of labor, and a fresh

active brain, are highly essential for accurate perception,

retentive memory, clear judgment, and a pleasant frame
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of mind ; and these, as well as a blooming complexion,

graceful mien, and erect carriage, can be secured and

preserved only by regular and systematic exercise.

Physical training performs an important part in pro-

moting bodily vigor and intellectual growth, as well as

in combating the causes which tend to the deterioration

of the material frame, and lead to disease. It prevents

excessive stimulation and tension of the mind, which

causes a greater or less congestion of the brain, mani-

festing itself by chronic headaches, and bleedings at the

nose, and disorders of the digestive and nutritive func-

tions and the circulation. It lays the foundation of

permanent strength, and brings the powers of the mate-

rial frame under the immediate control of the will. Its

claims are urged by distinguished physiologists, and

recognized by eminent educators ; and the preaching of

the gospel of good health and bodily vigor is no longer

regarded as a sectarian hobby. On the contrary, it is

universally admitted, that unless the wonderful mechan-

ism, which is at once the domicile and the feeder of the

mind, be kept in the highest state of efficiency, no

success is attainable in any of the learned professions,

and I may safely say in any calling.

Such, in brief, are the beneficial effects, and such the

general considerations, which call for the physical cul-

ture of all children. But, besides these, the loss of

sight is a positive hinderance to the free and almost

ceaseless exercise of the muscular system which is neces-

sary in youth for the full development of the bodily

powers ; and its unfavorable effects upon the material

organization of the blind are so obvious, that a thorough

course of gymnastic training is demanded with tenfold
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force in all schools established for their benefit. High

shoulders, drooping heads, a cadaverous complexion, con-

tracted chests, lax muscles, a shuffling gait, a hacking

cough, and an embarrassing uncertainty regarding the

proper place to locate the arms and legs, are some

of the undesirable physical characteristics of our pupils ;

and they must be remedied as far as may be, and the

proper means must be assiduously employed in order

to put their material mechanism in as good order as

possible. The modes of exercise which brought forth

strength and beauty in ancient days, if adhered to per-

sistently, will undoubtedly eradicate special weaknesses

and defects, promote symmetry, increase vigor to ma-

turity, and sustain it unfailingly. It is a self-evident

fact, that in order to make good scholars, efficient musi-

cians, skilful mechanics, nay, men and women fit for life,

and able to perform its ordinary duties, we must first,

and above all, build securely the pedestal upon which

the statue of their education and professional training is

to be raised. Without this, all attempts to reach the

highest' intellectual and moral development will prove

abortive. A school that makes no provision to prevent

its beneficiaries from becoming sickly, crooked, mal-

formed, and feeble, both in mind and body, is doing its

work in the wrong way, and its usefulness is of a very

doubtful character.

The erection of a new and spacious gymnasium upon

the premises of the institution is justly regarded as an

important step, from which the most beneficent results

may be anticipated.

During the past year the interior of the new struc-

ture has been finished with hard wood, and made ready
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for use. Owing to the pressure of work, however, for

completing the repairs and improvements undertaken

in the main building before the commencement of the

school session, there was hardly any time left for select-

ing and arranging the necessary apparatus. This will

soon be accomplished, and there will be inaugurated a

system of physical culture which is calculated to make

the pupils well-proportioned, strong, and healthy, supple-

jointed, and graceful in repose or in motion, and so erect,

too, as to insure, whether on foot, sitting, or lying down,

ample room for the proper working of all the organs of

the human frame.

The female pupils have received regular and thorough

physical training during the past year. Both the gallery

and new gymnasium have afforded ample opportunities

for this. They have been drilled with special care in

calisthenic exercises, and the results are very satisfactory.

Grace in attitude, and comeliness in appearance, have

been developed, and a greater amount of intellectual

work has been accomplished. Nervous restlessness is

gradually allayed, and headaches and other ailments are

not of as frequ'-nt occurrence as they used to be. The

tendency to distortion incident to the effects of the loss

of sight is overcome to a considerable extent, and, what

is especially noticeable, a strong, free, and vigorous

movement is substituted for the listless shambling or

the nervous jerkmg, which are common characteristics

among the pupils of those institutions where _the claims

of physical culture are utterly ignored. With the prog-

ress of time, and the improvements in our methods

which experience will suggest, it is hoped that our sys-

tem of bodily trainmg will become still more complete,
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and bear even more abundant fruit in the future than it

has done in the past.

Laura Bridgman.

This most interesting woman, the silent guest, now,

with one exception, the eldest inhabitant, of the institu-

tion, continues to reside with us, and to awaken never-

falHng interest in the minds of all who visit the estab-

lishment. Her pathetic history encircles her with a

halo which no worldly success or brilliancy could give ;

and she appeals mutely to the tenderest feelings of the

human heart. The story of her life is indissolubly bound

up with that of him who was more to her than a father,

the friend and teacher who struck the rock of silence that

the fountain of knowedge might gush, forth, infusing with

Promethean fire the mind which must otherwise have

remained dormant forever. Round him her earliest

memories entwine. His loving care and watchfulness

were the gate through which she entered into intelligent

and conscious life. It is not my purpose here to trace

the details of her rescue from the hopeless barriers

which hemmed her in on every side to an existence of

intelligence, activity, and happiness. Enough is known

to you of the wonderful way in which that isolated

mind was liberated from its dark tomb. The story of

Laura Bridgman is engraved in the memory of all who

were then living, and has been handed down as one of

the greatest monuments of human benevolence and

wisdom. I would merely give a brief account of her

present condition, in which I am certain that all who

have known her will feel interested.

Laura's health is more delicate than of old ; but her
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mental activity and sprightliness continue to distinguish

her as vividly to-day as they did in her earliest youth.

She is decidedly a living and feeling person ; and there

prevails more liveliness and animation in the room

where she is than in a group of five or six people of

phlegmatic temperament. If I may be permitted to

use a simile, Laura, with her warm, excitable feelings,

keen and quick perception, rapid intellectual processes,

and vivid emotional nature, surrounded as she is by an

impenetrable wall of silence, is like the snow-covered

Hecla, whose icy barriers enshroud the burning fire within.

Her life is necessarily a quiet one ; but she welcomes

every little variety with the enthusiasm of a child.

One must be with Laura in order to learn how great

may be the value of little pleasures. She is extremely

fond of the institution, preferring it as a residence to

any other place. Every new book which she reads

with her delicate fingers is an era in her life, every

piece of work accomplished a little triumph to rejoice

over. The loss of her best earthly friend has cast a

shadow over her life, and she treasures his memory with

an orphan's fidelity. Her religious nature is very

active ; and her remarks on such subjects are often

original and striking. She also puts a great deal of

warmth and vivacity into all her friendships and ac-

quaintanceships. It is usually a fancy of hers to bestow

the title of '• brother " or " sister " upon a dear friend.

Last spring she said to a young clergyman who re-

newed his acquaintance with her, " I love to meet the

saints." She is never so happy as when making herself

useful, and is much interested in the sewing-room for

the gu'ls, where she assists.
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A new work on Laura is in course of preparation by

Professor G. Stanley Hall, now resident in Berlin.

Professor Hall writes from that city, that the scientific

men of Germany are very much interested in her case.

Two articles from his pen have already been pub-

lished,— one in " The Mind," an English psychological

quarterly, and the other in " The Nation." Professor

Hall spent' some time in the institution, devoting every

moment of his visit to a close scientific observation of

Laura's case in all its bearings ; and his book is looked

forward to as one of the highest value.

A kind and noble friend of Laura's in Edinburgh,

Dr. David Brodie, conceived some time ago the idea of

making up a present in money for her among people

who were interested in her case in England and Scot-

land. His efi"orts met with a prompt and generous

response. It was most touching to find, that, after the

lapse of so many years since her misfortune first occu-

pied the public mind, there were so many yet living

who entertained the same warm and friendly interest

that was called forth so long ago. Indeed, it may

most truly be said, that, although afilicted, Laura has

always been very rich in friends. Though born to the

greatest of all calamities, that of being cut off" from all

communication with her kind, she was deeply blest in

her redemption from that grievous misfortune. The

noble act which rescued her from a doom too terrible

for the mind to dwell upon drew the hearts of all men

to her, and crowned her young life with joy and aff"ec-

tions which must blossom and bear fruit to all eternity.

Even the hardest heart must be softened in contemplat-

ing her afflictions. She has never awakened any but
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the tenderest feelings in all who have come in contact

with her ; and the path where so many thorns were

strewn has been spread with the fairest flowers that love

and friendship and unselfish benevolence could scatter
;

and thus may it be to the end !

Closing Remarks.

In submitting this report, gentlemen, to your forbear-

ing consideration, I beg leave to repeat in a few words

that no efforts have been spared to increase our educa-

tional facilities, and to secure to our pupils the highest

degree of usefulness, comfort, and happiness. Our

sphere of action is, of course, circumscribed by the

limited means at our disposal, and many desirable

things and helpful appliances are beyond our reach

;

but nothing that seems to be essential for carrying out

the work of the institution in an efficient and thorough

manner is omitted. We endeavor to improve our sys-

tem of instruction and training from year to year by

every possible means, to expand its scope, and to render

it a powerful agent for the amelioration of the condition

of the blind in general, and for theu' elevation in the

social and moral scale to the same level with their more

fortunate fellow-men. In spite of the many obstacles

and difficulties encountered in the application of this

system, its workings have thus far proved successful.

An aspiration after self-support and independence is the

primary manifestation of its effects ; and dignity, self-

respect, and refinement are its ripe fruit. This is so

true, that we may as well 'expect to see the organized

beggary of southern Italy transplanted and thriving in

the uncongenial soil of Massachusetts, as to imagine the
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educated and industrious blind of New England march-

ing under the same banner with those of the old world,

asserting the rights of pauperism by the lamp-posts, or

clamoring for alms in the churchyards.

It is always a great satisfaction to me to acknowledge

my obligations to all who are associated with me, for

the valuable assistance which they have given in the

promotion of the comfort, happiness, and welfare of the

household, the efficiency of the school, and the general

prosperity of the institution. By their genuine sym-

pathy and kindness of heart, then* rare combination of

perfect gentleness with a rational degree of firmness,

their tact, and their untiring devotion to their charge,

they have rendered most valuable services in the educa-

tion and training of our pupils, and have won alike their

respect and gratitude. »

In conclusion, gentlemen, I desire to express to the

members of your board my heartfelt thanks for your

courtesy, kindness, confidence, and cordial cooperation.

Whatever has been done during the last four years to

increase the efficiency, and advance the working power,

of the institution, is largely due to your broad views,

wise resolutions, and liberal policy. If any thing has

been neglected which might have been accomplished,

the fault lies neither with your board, nor with my

assistants, but with myself.

Respectfully submitted by

M. ANAGNOS.
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

Among the pleasant duties incident to the close of the j-ear is

that of expressing our heartfelt thanks and grateful acknowledg-

ments to the following artists, litterateurs, societies, proprietors,

managers, editors and publishers, for concerts and various musi-

cal entertainments, for operas, oratorios, lectures, readings, and

for an excellent supply- of periodicals and weekly papers.

As I have said in previous reports, these favors are not onlj' a

source of pleasure and happiness to our pupils, but also a valuable

means of aesthetic culture, of social intercoiirse, and of mental

stimulus and improvement. As far as we know, there is no com-

munity in the world which does half so much for the gratification

and improvement of its unfortunate members as that of Boston

does for our pupils.

/. — Acknowledgments for Concerts. &c., in the City.

To the Harvard Musical Association, through its president, Mr.

John S. Dwight, for fifty season-tickets to eight symphony concerts.

To Messrs. Tompkins and Hill, proprietors of the Boston Thea-

tre, for admitting parties in unlimited numbers to ten operas, and

also to H. M. S. Pinafore. To this latter, the invitation was given

in the most cordial form of carte blanche for one week and a half;

and all the members of our household, old and young, had an

opportunity to attend the popular opera more than once, thanks to

the great generosit}- of the proprietors, who, however crowded

their theatre ma}' be, alwa^'s make room for "-their friends," the

blind.

To the Handel and Haydn Society, through its president, Mr.

C. C. Perkins, for tickets to five of their grand concerts.
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To Boylston Club, through its conductor, Mr. George L. Osgood,

and its secretary, Mr. F. H. Ratcliffe, for admission to three con-

certs.

To Mr. R. M. Field, manager of the Boston Museum, for an

invitation to children's Pinafore.

To Messrs. Hathaway and Pond, for fifty tickets to their Wil-

Jielmj concerts.

To Mr. H, C. Brown, for admission to a series of concerts by

his band.

To Miss Edith Abell, for admission to her concert, in which the

" Stabat Mater " was given.

To Madame Cappiani and the Alpine quartette we are simi-

larly indebted.

In the line of purely classical music we are under great obli- -

gations to the Euterpe Society, for admission to their series of

four chamber concerts ; to Mr. W. H. Sherwood, for permission to

attend his series of ten piano-forte recitals ; to Mr. B. J. Lang, for

admissions to his series of two concerts ; to Mr. J. A. Preston, for

a similar favor ; and to Miss Charlotte Hawes, for an invitation to

attend one of her lectures on music.

Our pupils have also occasionally attended some of the concerts

which are free to the public.

We are also under great obligations to Mr. J. T. Zimmerman

for an invitation to the Siege of Paris, the particulars of which

were clearly explained to our pupils by his agent.

II. — Acknoioledgment for Concerts given in our Hall.

For a series of fine concerts and miscellaneous entertainments

given in the hall of the Institution we are under great obligations

to the following eminent artists :
—

Miss Fanny Kellogg, Mr. John Orth, and Mr. Wulf Fries.

Madame Rametti and several of her pupils.

Mr. Hanchette and Miss Claybor.

Miss Ware, pianist, and Mr. Akeroid, violinist.

Mr. Preston, organist of St. Peter's Church, Cambridge.

Miss Dow, vocalist, and Miss Bennett, reader.
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///. — Acknowledgments for Lectures and Readings.

For a series of lectures and readings we are greatly indebted to

the following kind friends who have generously volunteered to

interest and entertain our pupils : To Dr. F, W. Holland of

Cambridge, Professor James Rosedale of Jerusalem, Mr. R. W.
Jamieson of South Boston, Miss S. E. Oglevee of Springfield, O.,

Miss Ellen Reed of Nova Scotia, and Miss Mason of Boston.

IV. — Acknowledgments far Periodicals and Newspapers.

The editors and publishers of the following reviews, magazines,

and semi-monthl}" and weekly papers, continue to be very kind and

liberal in sending us their publications gratuitous!}', which are

always cordially welcomed, and perused with interest :
—

The N. E. Journal of Education

The Atlantic

The Christian .

The Christian Register

The Folio

The Sunday Herald .

Unitarian Review

The Watchman

Wide Awake

The Salem Register .

Illustrated Scientific News

Scribner's Monthl}^ .

St. Nicholas

The Christian Union

The International Review .

National Quarterly Review

Musical Review

The N. Y. Weekly Post .

Journal of Health

The Journal of Speculative Philosophy

Lippincotts' Magazine

The Penn Monthly .

Robinson's Epitome of Literature

Boston, Mass.

Salem, Mass.

New York, N.Y.,

Dansville, N. Y.

St. Louis, Mo.

Philadelphia, Penn.
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The Normal Monthl}' Review . Sliippenshurg, Penn.

Indiana School Journal . . . Indianopolis^ Ind.

Canada School Journal . . . Toronto, Can.

Goodson's Gazette, Va. Inst, for Deaf-Mates and Blind.

Tablet . . West Va. " " " ^'

Mirror . . Michigan *' " " '•

Companion . Minnesota '•' " '' "

Philomathean Argus . . Ohio Inst, for the Blind.

Mistletoe loiva " " " "

II Mentore dei Ciechi . . . Florence, Italy.

I desire again to render the most heart}' thanks, in behalf of all

our pupils, to the kind friends who have thus nobl}' remembered

them. The seeds which their friendly and generous attentions

have sown have fallen on no barren ground, but will continue to

bear fruit in after-years ; and the memory of man}- of these

delightful and instructive occasions and valuable gifts will be

retained through life.

M. Anagnos.
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Detailed Statement of Treasurer's Account.

Dr.
1878-1879.

To cash paid on Auditor's drafts

city of Boston for taxes

for re-investments

on hand Sept. 30, 1879

.$66,.348 66

166 40

. 32,914 97

579 21

$100,009 24

1878.

Sept. 30.

Oct. 1.

15.

23.

30.

Nov. 29.

Dec. 11.

1879.

Jan. 1.

2,

4.

20.

25.

Ck.

By balance of former account $2,649 67

cash from State of Massachusetts . . . 7,500 00

From six months' interest on note, $5,000, at 6 per

cent 150 00

six months' interest on note, §3,500, at 6 per

cent 105 00

interest on note, $12,000 390 00

dividend on Boston and Providence Railroad . 90 00

six months' interest on note, $8,000, at 6 per

cent 240 00

six months' interest on note, $3,500, at 7 per

cent 122 50

six months' interest on note, $8,000, at 6 per

cent 240 00

State of Massachusetts 7,500 00

interest on note of S18,000, at 6 per cent . 540 00

$20,000, at 6 per cent . 646 67

rents 239 56

M. Anagnos, Director, as per following:—
J. B. Winsor, for board and tuition

of son $300 00

incomeof legacy to Laura Bridgman . 85 00

State of Rhode Island, for clothing

for H. Lanergan . . . 20 00

town of Dedham, account of Mary
O'Hare 22 19

Dr. A. W. Burnham, account of

daughter 50 00

city of Boston, for tuning . . 600 00

sale of books in raised print . . 84 15

receipts of work department :
—

for October . . $1,315 28

November . . 1,037 56

December . . 871 50
3,224 34

Amount carried forward

4,385 68

$24,799 08
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1879.

Jan. 25.

Feb. 1.

21.

24.

Mar. 1.

Apr. 1.

15.

28.

Amount brought forward .$24,799 08

From six months' interest on note, S15,000, at 6 per

cent ......••
interest on deposit ....••
William Hunt, executor of will of William

Taylor of Tewksbury, account legacy .

dividend on Fitchburg Railroad

six months' interest on note, $25,000, at 6 per

cent ......••
State of Massachusetts

six months' interest on note, $5,000, at 6 per

cent ....••••
six months' interest on note, $3,500, at 6 per

cent ....••••
M. Anagnos, Director, as per following :

May 20.

27.

29.

June 12.

24.

July 1.

5.

450 00

155 11

700 00

135 00

750 00

7,500 00

150 00

105 00

sale of books in raised print

tuning ......
J. B. Winsor, donation .

Nebraska Institution, for map.

sale of brooms . ...
writing-tablets ....
admission-tickets ....
old barrels, junk, &c.

Mrs. Knowlton, account of daughter,

salesroom, for storing coal

town of Brimfield, account of George

Needham .....
Redmond Geary, for travelling ex-

penses......
Mrs. Quimby, account of daughter,

receipts of work department :
—

for January . . $744 07

February . . 457 53

March . . 763 15

$229 36

531 00

100 00

37 00

38 63

8 43

27 44

66 78

36 00

6 85

5 45

38

00

1,964 75

payment of note ....
interest on note ....
dividend from Boston and Providence R
six: months' interest on note of $8,000

per cent .....
six months' interest on note of $3,500

per cent .....
interest ten days, $5,000...
State of Massachusetts .

six months' interest on note, $18,000

per cent .....
Amount carried forward ....

R.

at 6

at 7

at 6

3,058 07

12,000 00

379 17

90 00

240 00

122 50

8 33

7,500 00

540 00

.$5b,682 26
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1879.

July

Amount brought fonvard ..... .^58,682 26

9. From payment of mortgage note .... 20,000 00

interest on mortgage note .... 623 33

28. M. Anagnos, Director, as per following :
—

«ity of Boston, for tuning . . $300 00

sale of books in raised print . . 115 55

Henry T. Bray, for board and tuition

of self 200 00

receipts of work department :
—

for April . . . $815 04

May . . . 1,366 15

June . ... 1,241 54
3,422 73

six months' interest on note, $15,000, at 6

per cent

Aug. 1. interest on deposit .

20. State of Vermont .

Rhode Island

Connecticut

Sept. 1. six months' interest on Eastern R.R. bonds

Fitchburg Raih-oad dividend .

3, six months' interest on note of $25,000, at 6

per cent ......
17. State of New Hampshire....
30. M. Anagnos, Director, as per following :

—
A. W. Burnham, account of daughter, $50 00

inconre of legacy to Laura Bridgman, 40 00

C. A. Fairbanks, account of son' . 25 00

tuning 103 00

J. J. Mundo, account of daughter . 25 00

sale of old junk, &c. ... 54 80

books in raised print . . 38 36

writing-tablets . . . 19 46

brooms . . . • • 37 26

receipts of concert . . • . 7 00

admission-tickets . . . • 37 57

Miss Morton, account of Ida House . 7 75

Mrs. Knowlton, account of daughter, 12 00

salesroom, for use of horse and wagon

one year ..... 180 00

receipts of work department :
—

for July . . . $1,100 76

August . . 788 18

September . . 1,870 48

4,038 28

450 00

83 75

1,500 00

3,000 00

3,300 00

175 00

135 00

750 00

2,875 00

3,759 42
4,396 62

$100,009 24
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AxALYSis OF Treasurer's Accounts.

The Treasurer's account shows that the total receipts during

the year were $100,009 24

Less cash on hand at the beginning of the year . . 2,649 67

',359 57

Ordinary Receipts.

From the State of Massachusetts . . . 830,000 00

beneficiaries of other States and individuals . 11,559 77

interest, coupons, and rent .... 8,105 92

Extraordinary Receipts.

From work department, for sale of articles made by

149,665 69

the blind, &c

payment of mortgage notes .

sale of books and maps

112,371 24

32,000 00

504 42

tuning....... . 1,534 00

legacy and donation .... 800 00

sale of writing-tablets .... 27 89

brooms, account boys' shop

old junk, barrels, &c.

75 89

121 58

admission-tickets . . . . 65 01

receipts of concert ....
salesroom, for storing coal .

7 00

6 85

use of horse and wagon one year . ISO 00
47,693 88

• $97,359 57

General Analysis of the Steward's Account.

Dr.

Receipts from Auditor's drafts . . . $66,348 66

Less amount due Steward Oct. 1, 1878 . $546 63

balance in Steward's hands Oct. 1,

1879 773 16

1,319 79

Cr.

Ordinai-y expenses as per schedule annexed . S38,363 10

Extraordinary expenses as per schedule annexed . 26,665 77

5,028 87

55,028 87
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Analysis of ExPExniTUREs for the Year exding Sept. 30, 1879,

AS PER Steward's Account.

Meat, 24,302 lbs

Fish, 3,997 lbs

Butter, 4,755 lbs

Rice, saa^o, &c. .....
Bread, flour, meal, &c.^

Potatoes and other vegetables

Fruit

Milk, 21,400 qts

Sugar, 2,919 lbs

Tea and coffee, 622 lbs.

Groceries ......
Gas and oil .....
Coal and wood .....
Sundry articles of consumption .

Salaries, supei'intendence, and instruction

Domestic wages.....
Outside aid .....
Medicine and medical aid .

Furniture and bedding

Clothing and mending

Musical instruments ....
Expenses of tuning department .

" " boys' shoj?

" " printing-office .

" " stable ....
Books, stationery, and school apparatus

Ordinary construction and repairs

Taxes and insurance ....
Travelling expenses ....
Rent of office in town....
Board of blind men ....

" " man and clerk during vacation

Sundries

Kxtraordinary Expenses.

Extraordinary construction and repairs

Bills to be refunded ....
Beneficiaries of Harris Fund
Expenses of work department

$11,621 34

65 57

600 00

. 14,378 86

$2,177 01

220 55

1,153 50

99 30

160 64

729 13

325 50

958 47

245 98

83 54

393 41

371 92

2,199 42

214 69

14,827 85

3,964 94

181 14

32 57

1,146 30

13 94

83 31

807 90

74 36

2,197 60

344 42

1,663 89

1 ,322 48

1,617 26

130 34

250 00

252 13

85 72

33 89

$38,363 10

26,665 77

f65,028 87

I There was a large stock of flour and meal on hand Oct. 1, 1878, which accounts for the

smallness of this item.
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General Abstract of Account of Work Department,
Oct. 1, 1879.

L{ahiiitie.<>.

Due institution for investments at sundry times

since the first date $38,889 83

Excess of expenditures over receipts . . . 2,007 62

Assets.

Stock on hand Oct. 1, 1879

Debts due ......

,
1879 .

1878 .

^ear

. $4,467 83

. 1,400 66

. $12,371 24

. 2,007 62

5,868 49

$35,028 96

Balance against work departiflent Oct. 1,

(( ti i( (( ((

$35,028 96

33,138 49

$1,890 47

Dr.

Cash received for sales, &c., during the j

Excess of expenditures over receipts .

$14,378 86

. $3,136 31

. 2,504 14

. 8,738 41

Cr.

Salaries and wages paid blind persons

" " " " seeing "

Sundries for stock, &c. . . .

#14,378 86
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Account of Stock Oct. 1, 1879.

Real estate $247,800 00

Railroad stock 26,970 00

Notes secured by mortgage . 96,00U 00

U S. bond .... 5,000 00

Cash 1,352 37

Stock in work department . 4,467 83

Household furniture 16,581 41

Provisions and supplies 470 45

Wood and coal 2,204 86

Musical department, viz., —
One large organ $5,500 00

Three small organs . 730 00

Forty-three pianos . 10,992 00

Violins .... 150 00

Brass and reed instruments 1,926 53
19,298 53

Books in printing-office 3,100 00

Stereotype plates .
• 1,400 00

School furniture and apparatus 5,214 20

Musical library 600 00

Library of books in common type 1,050 00

" " " " raised type 5,000 00

Boys' shop .... 115 50

Stable and tools . 990 00

Boat 20 00

$437,635 15
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LIST OF EMBOSSED BOOKS,

Printed at the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind.

TITLE OF BOOK.

Howe's Geogra2:)hy

Howe's Atlas of the Islands ^

Howe's Blind Child's First Booki
Howe's Blind Child's Second Book
Howe's Blind Child's Third Book '

Howe's Blind Child's Fourth Book
Second Table of Logai'ithms

Astronomical Dictionary .

Rudiments of Natural Philosophy ^

Philosophy of Natural History .

Guyot's Geography
Howe's Cycloptedia .

Natural Theology
Combe's Constitution of Man .

Pope's Essay on Man ^

Baxter's Call ....
Book of Proverbs
Book of Psalms....
New Testament (small)

Book of Common Prayer .

Hymns for the Blind ^

Pilgrim's Progi'ess

LiJ;e of Melanchthon .

Dickens's Old Curiosity Shop
Shakspeare's Hamlet and Julius Csesar

Byron's Hebrew^ Melodies and Childe Harold
Anderson's History of United States .

Dickens's Child's History of England
Selections from the Works of Swedenborg
Memoir of Dr. Samuel G. Howe
Cutter's Anatomy, Physiology, and Hygiene
Vii'i Roma?, new edition with additions

The Header; or, Extracts from British and
Literature ^ ..... .

Musical Characters used by the seeing, with ex
Milton's Paradise Lost
Higginson's Young Folks' History of the United
Histories of Greece and Rome (in press)

American

planations

States

50

00
25
'25

25
25
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
50
50

00
00
00

00
35
00
50

1 Stereotyped.
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LIST OF APPLIANCES AND TANGIBLE APPARATUS,

Made at the Perkins Institution and JMassachusetts School for the Blind.

Geography.

T. — Wall Maps.

1. The Henaispheres

2. United States, Mexico, and Canada .

3. South America .......'
4. Europe '

5. Asia .........'
6. Africa '

7. The World on Mercator's Projection . . '

Each $35, or the set, $245.

size 42 by 52 inches.

II. — Dissected Maps.

1. Eastern Hemisphere

2. Western Hemisphere

3 Noi'th America .

4. United States .

5. South America .

6. Europe

7. Asia . . ; .

8. Africa

size 30 by 36 inches.

Each 123, or the set, $184.

These maps are considered, in point of workmanship, accuracy and

distinctness of outline, durability, and beauty, far superior to all thus

far made in Europe or in this country.

The "New-England Journal of Education" says, "They are very

strong, present a fine, bright surface, and are an ornament to any school-

room. '

'

III. — Pin-Maps.

Cushions for pin-maps and diagrams

Arithmetic.

Ciphering-boards made of brass strips, nickel-plated

Ciphering-types, nickel-plated, per hundred

Writing.

each, $0 75

each, $4 25

1 00

Grooved writing-cards . . . .

Braille's tablets, with metallic bed

Braille's French tablets, with cloth bed

Braille's new tablets, with cloth bed

Braille's Daisy tablets . . . ,

each, |0 10

1 50

1 00

" 1 00

3 75
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

Young blind persons between the ages of ten and nine-

teen, and of good moral character, can be admitted to the

school by paying $300 per annum. This sum covers all

expenses, except for clothing ; namely, board, washing, the

use of books, musical instruments, &c. The pupils must

furnish their own clothing, and pay their own fares to and

from the Institution. The friends of the pupils can visit

them whenever they choose.

Indigent blind persons of suitable age and character, be-

longing to Massachusetts, can be admitted gratuitously, by

application to the Governor for a warrant.

The following is a good form, though any other will do :
—

" To his Excellency the Governor.

"Sir,— My son (or daughter, or nephew, or niece, as the case may

be) named , and aged , cannot be instructed in the common

schools, for want of sight. I am unable to pay for the tuition at the

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind, and I re-

quest that your Excellency will give a warrant for free admission. .

" Very respectfully, ."

The application may be made by any relation or friend, if

the parents are dead or absent.

It should be accompanied by a certificate from one or

more of the selectmen of the town, or aldermen of the city,

in this form :
—

" I hereby certify, that, in my opinion, Mr. is not a wealthy

person, and that he cannot afford to pay S300 per annum for his child's

instruction. (Signed) ."

There should be a certificate, signed by some regular phy-

sician, in this form :
—

"I certify, that, in my opinion, has not suflBcient vision to

be taught in common schools ; and that he is free from epilepsy, and

from any contagious disease. (Signed) ."
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These papers should be done up together, and forwarded

to the Director of the Institution for the Blind,

South Boston^ Mass.

An obligation will be required from some responsible per-

sons, that the pupil shall be kept properly supplied with

decent clothing, shall be provided for during vacations, and

shall be removed, without expense to the Institution, when-

ever it may be desirable to discharge him.

The usual period of tuition is from five to seven years.

Indigent blind persons residing in Maine, New Hampshire,

Vermont, Connecticut, and Rhode Island, by applying as

above to the Governor, or the " Secretary of State," in their

respective States, can obtain warrants for free admission.

The relatives or friends of the blind who may be sent to

the Institution are requested to furnish information in an-

swer to the following questions :
—

1. What is the name and age of the applicant?

2. Where born ?

3. Was he born blind ? If not, at what age was his sight impaired?

4. Is the blindness total, or partial?

5. What is the supposed cause of the blindness?

6. Has he ever been subject to fits? •

7. Is he now in good health, and free from eruptions and contagious

diseases of the skin?

8. Has he ever been to school ? If yes, where ?

9. What is the general moral character of the applicant?

10. Of what country was the father of the applicant a native ?

11. What was the general bodily condition and health of the father, —
was he vigorous and healthy, or the contrary?

12. Was the father of the applicant ever subject to fits or to scrofula?

13. Were all his senses perfect?

14. Was he always a temperate man?

15. About how old was he when the applicant was born ?

16. Was there any known peculiarity in the family of the father of

the applicant ; that is, were any of the grandparents, parents, uncles,

aunts, brothers, sisters, or cousins, blind, deaf, or insane, or afflicted

with any infirmity of body or mind?

17. If dead, at what age did the father die, and of what disorder?

18. Where was the mother of the applicant born?

19. What was the general bodily condition of the mother of the appli-

cant,— strong and healthy, or the contrary?

20. Was she ever subject to scrofula, or to fits?

21. Were all her senses perfect ?

22. Was she always a temperate woman?

23. About how old was she when the applicant was born?
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24. How many children had she before the applicant was born?

25. Was she related by blood to her hnsband? If so, in what degree.

— first, second, or third coasius?

26. If dead, at what age did she die, and of what disorder?

27. Was there any known peculiarity in her family ; that is, were any

of her grandparents, parents, uncles, aunts, sisters, brothers, children, or

cousins, either blind, or deaf, or insane, or afflicted with any infirmity of

body or mind ?

28. What are the pecuniary means of the parents or immediate rela-

tives of the applicant?

29. How much can they afford to pay towards the support and educa-

tion of the applicant?

For further particulars address M. Anagnos, Director

OF THE Institution for the Blind, South Boston, 3fass.


