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€ommontucaltl) of illassacljitsetta*

Perkins Institution and Mass. School for the Blind,

South Boston, Oct. 23, 1882.

To tbe Hon. Henry B. Peirck, Secretary of State, Boston.

Dear Sir:— I have the honor to transmit to you, for

the use of the legislature, a copy of the fifty-first aanual

report of the trustees of this institution to the corpo-

ration thereof, together with the usual accompanying

documents.
Respectfully,

M. ANAGNOS,
Secretary.
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COEPORATION.

BosTox, October 11, 1882.

The annual meeting of the corporation, duly

summoned, was held today at the institution, and

was called to order by the president, Samuel Eliot,

LL. D., at 3 p. M.

The proceedings of the last annual meeting were

read by the secretary, and declared approved.

The report of the trustees w^as presented, ac-

cepted, and ordered to be printed with that of the

director and the usual accompanying documents.

The treasurer, Mr. Edward Jackson, read his

report, which was accepted, and ordered to be

printed.

All the officers of the past year were reelected,

Mr. John C. Phillips having been chosen to fill the

vacancy caused by the death of the late Robert E.

Apthorp.

The meeting was then dissolved, and all in at-

tendance proceeded, with the invited guests, to

visit the various departments of the school and

inspect the premises.

M. AKAGKOS,
Secretary.





Commonto^alll^ of glassacljusftis.

EEPORT OF THE TRUSTEES.

Perkins Institutiox and Mass. School for the Blind,

South Boston, Sept. 30, 1882.

To the Members of the Corporation.

Gentlemen,— The undersigned, trustees, respect-

fully submit their annual report upon the affairs of

the institution, together with an account of the

celebration of the semi-centennial anniversary, pre-

pared by the committee in charge of the arrange-

ments of the festival, and other documents relating

to the progress and conduct of the establishment.

We take great pleasure in reporting, at the out-

set, that the school has maintained its usual high

standard of usefulness during the year, and that

its prosperity is undiminished.

The completion of the printing fund is a theme

for especial congratulation; but of this the story

will be fully told in the report of the director.

The present total number of blind persons con-
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nected with the establishment, in all its depart-

ments, is 165.

The household has been entirely exempt from

disease or severe illness, and blessed with the

usual degree of health.

The general results of the year's experience

have been very satisfactory, both in an educational

and material aspect, and call for grateful acknowl-

edgment.

The teachers and officers have performed their

respective duties with commendable zeal and in-

defatigable energy, and have proved themselves

worthy of the fullest confidence and praise.

The pupils have been diligent in their studies,

attentive to their occupations, orderly in their

manners and obedient in their conduct.

The favors bestowed ujDon the institution during

the past 3^ear have been numerous and substantial.

Their recollection is a source of great happiness to

the friends of the blind, and urges us on to still

greater efforts to deserve their continuance.

Members of our board have made frequent visits

to the school and close examination of its opera-

tions, and are satisfied that kindness is the law

and spirit of its administration, that great care is

taken to regulate the diet, exercise and discipline

of the pupils, and that the domestic department is

conducted with systematic neatness and reasonable

frugality.

In closing these preliminary remarks, we may
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be permitted to add that, mindful of the trust

committed to om' keeping, of the powers which it

delegates, and of the responsibiUty which it im-

poses, we have endeavored to direct onr action in

such a manner as to improve the efficiency of the

institution, promote the welfare of its beneficiaries,

subserve the interests of the community, and ad-

vance the cause of humanity.

Semi-Centennial Anniversary.

In accordance with a vote passed at the last

annual meeting of the corporation, the semi-cen-

tennial anniversary of the institution, together

with the commencement exercises of the school,

was held at Tremont Temple, on Tuesday, June

13th, at 3 p. M. A very large and cultivated audi-

ence, rciiresenting the intelligence, benevolence

and wealth of our community, filled the large hall.

The occasion was one of exceeding interest, and

roused feelings of the deepest gratitude in the

hearts of all lovers of the cause of humanity. It

showed, in a striking manner, the workings of the

school in its various departments, and the marvellous

changes eflfected through its agency in the mental,

physical, moral and social status of the blind.

Half a century ago this afflicted class were mere

objects of pity and charity. They were entirely

dependent upon the mercy and sympathy of their

fellow men. JSTo day of hopefulness returned to

them with the seasons of the year. They w^ere
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suiTOunded by " cloud and enduring dark." The

doors of usefulness were closed to them, and the

field of industry was an unexplored region for

them. Their calamity was so appalling to the

eyes of the casual beholders, that no one thought

it feasible to turn into their minds the stream of

education, and fertilize the soil of their activity by

means of enlightenment. Thus the circle of their

lives may be likened to a mere pool of stagnant

waters, pregnant with the ills of idleness and sor-

row,' poverty and gloom, unhappiness and neglect.

Such was the condition of the blind on this con-

tinent, when Fisher and Howe and Prescott pro-

claimed the gospel of their deliverance from the

dungeon of intellectual and moral darkness, and

pointed out the means which could be used as a

powerful lever to raise them in the scale of inde-

pendence and dignity. These glad tidings touched

a responsive chord in the noble hearts of such gen-

erous men as Colonel Perkins, Jonathan Phillips,

Peter C. Brooks and a host of others among the

public-spirited sons of Massachusetts, and the in-

fant school was auspiciously planted and tenderly

nurtured by the munificence of their philanthropy.

Thus a new departure was inaugurated in the

fortunes of the blind, and fifty years of labor and

struggle, of anxiety and encouragement, of toil

and hope under gigantic difficulties, ended in

triumph and success, and wrought a remarkable

revolution in the realm of humanity. The little
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timid band that gathered around Dr. Plowe has

grown to the ranks of hundreds and thousands ot

active and self-supporting men and women, whose

usefuhiess is one of the fairest flowers of the asre,

and is now so well established that it can never

be uprooted or impaired.

As we look back upon this half century of inter-

esting and important events in the history of the

education of the blind, it seems like a great avenue

leading upward to that goal, which Dr. Eliot so

nobly pointed out in his address to the gradu-

ating class, and Avhich they have at length so

nearly reached. Weary has been the journey for

themselves and for their helpers; but they are

there, and Heaven be praised for their having thus

attained the object for which fifty years have been

so w^orthily spent. Many have died ere that half

cycle was completed. Others of the old pupils

have lived on to see with their mind's eye the vic-

tor}^ which has crowned their cause, and to bear

testimony to the fact that the blind man of today

needs no longer to be pleaded for. He takes his

place among his peers. He shares with them all

the privileges and duties of citizenship. He con-

stitutes an integral part of society. True, while

his fellow men are sailing towards the harbor of

success, provided with every possible facility and

convenience, he is steering his imperfect and scant-

ily supplied craft under immense difficulties and

enormous privations; but the hardships and an-
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noyances of the voyage, discomforting and trying

as they are to him, are not profitless and without

good eifects either to himself or the community in

which he lives.

Miss Sophia Carter, one of the first six pupils

of Dr. Howe, after witnessing the exercises at

Tremont Temple, wrote to her friends at the

institution that, if during the coming fifty years

as much shall be done as has been accomplished

since the foundation of our school, blindness will

almost cease to be a calamity. Let the noble

work, so auspiciously begun, go on steadily to

such a glorious consummation as to render these

words a verity. Let Massachusetts which, for half

a century, has led the way in the cause of the edu-

cation of the blind, suff'er none to go before her

now. Let her still bear aloft the torch. Her

bright example is already emulated through the

length and breadth of the whole land.

Embossing Books roR the Blind.

The work in the printing department of the in-

stitution has been carried on during the past year

with unusual vigor and exceedingly satisfactory

results, and numerous valuable books have been

issued by the " Howe Memorial Press."

" Silas Marner," which is considered one of the

most finished of George Eliot's novels, and two

volumes of poems, one consisting of selections

from the works of Lowell and the other from
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those of Bryant, have been added to our series of

standard books. The whole of the expense for

printing and electrotyping- LoAvell's poems, amount-

ing to five hundred dollars, was defrayed by our

colleague, Mr. Robert Treat Paine, Jr.

In the line of juvenile publications the following

books have been issued during the past year: Selec-

tions from the tales of Hans Christian Andersen;

" Children's Fairy Book," a collection of stories in

prose and verse; " Scribner's Geographical Read-

er; " a series of seven small readers, with a primer,

and three volumes of the " Youth's Library." Of

the character and usefulness of this last work, the

following explanations, copied from its prefiice,

will give a suflScient idea:

" ' The Youth's Libraiy,' consisting of seven volumes of full

size, is a continuation of the small-sized readers, which have

just been published in seven parts, with a primer, under the

title of ' The Child's Book.' The two series of books form

together a complete set of s3-stematicallv arranged and care-

fuUj' graded readers. The character and classification of (he

lessons and exercises contained in them have been determined

by special stud^- of the wants of the blind. Almost all the

pieces present a freshness and attractiveness not less welcome

than novel. They have been selected from a great variet\' of

books of child-lore, natural histor}' and philosoi)hy, mythology,

astronomy' and general literature, with a view of interesting ihe

pui)ils in learning to read, and at the same time of giving them

a large fund of useful information regarding the world around

them. The lessons of some of the readers relate mainlv to

zoolog3', while in others botau}- or mineralogy, physics or his-

tory, biograph}' or literature, predominate. The principal idea
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in each of the volumes is, however, to teach children aud youth

to read, to awaken in them the greatest possible interest in

everything that is beautiful, good, or useful, and to sustain it

b\' such guidance as tends to a gradual and sj'stematic edu-

cational development."

For the publication of Andersen's stories and

tales, and the seven small readers, with the primer,

we are indebted to the gi-eat and ceaseless gener-

osity of Mrs. Peter C. Brooks, wdio has befriended

the blind in various ways, and whose munificent

liberality will ahvays shine forth like a bright gem

in the annals of beneficent actions.

The arrangements of our pi-inting office are now

complete in all their details. The appliances and

facilities for doing steady and thorough Avork have

been improved and increased, wdiile the cost of

embossed books has been greatly reduced. The

imj^ression obtained from our electrotyped plates

is even, sharp, firm and durable. The quality of

the paper and all other materials used, continues

to be excellent. According to the uniform testi-

mony, volunteered by intelligent and experienced

readers from various parts of the country, the pro-

ductions of our press are in every respect finer

and superior to those of any other. Moreover, a

careful examination of the prices marked on our

catalogue w^ill show that they are at least seven-

teen per cent, lower than those charged elsewhere.

Wishing to extend the benefits flowing from our

printing establishment to all blind persons Avho
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may be in need of them, the following preamble

and resolutions were unanimously passed at the

last quarterly meeting of our board:

"TF7ie7*eas, The object of the friends of the blind in raising

an endowment of one hundred thousand dollars for the ' Howe

Memorial Press,' is not only to provide the pupils of our insti-

tution with an adequate supply of embossed books and tan-

gible apparatus, but also to render our publications accessible

to all sightless readers in New England, and to aid, so far as

it lies in our power, all other schools similar to our own in

their efforts to increase and improve their educational facilities :

''•Resolved, That copies of the books issued by our press be

placed in the public libraries of Providence, Rhode Island
;

Worcester, Massachusetts ; Hartford, Connecticut, and Lew-

iston, Maine, to be loaned free of charge to all blind persons

who ma}^ desire to read them.

''Resolved, That all our publications be sold -to regular insti-

tutions at fifteen per cent, below the actual cost marked on

our catalogue."

We earnestly trust and hope that w^e shall soon

be so favored by circumstances as to increase this

discount to forty per cent, at least, and reduce the

cost of embossed books to the lowest possible

figure.

KlNDERGAETE]^ AND PRIMARY ScHOOL.

It was stated in the course of the exercises of

the semi-centennial anniversary at Tremont Tem-

ple, that the most urgent need in the cause of the

education of the blind is the establishment and

endowment of a kindergarten or primary school.
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A careful investigation of the matter will prove,

beyond doubt, that the organization of an institu-

tion of this kind is not a mere desideratum; it is an

imperative necessity.

There is in New England a large number of

blind children betAveen the ages of five and nine,

.who are too young to be received in a mixed

school like ours. They live and move in a very

unhealthy atmosphere. Their minds are contami-

nated by low influences, and their growth stinted

by their confinement in ill-ventilated and comfort-

less quarters. They waste away under the rust of

neglect, and the want of sufficient food and proper

care. They parch and pine within a short distance

of the refreshing waters of a benevolence known

all over the (Civilized world.

For such children the kindergarten system, with

the genial warmth of kindness radiating from its

principles, with its methodically arranged gifts and

games, its block building, weaving, sewing and

modelling, affords the best and most efficient means

of training. It is calculated to awaken, strengthen

and regulate their faculties of imagination, volition

and action, which are weakened by their infirmity,

depressed by the wretchedness of their surround-

ings, and benumbed by the frost of their pi-iva-

tions. It promises to raise them up from a state

of misery, sloth and torpor, to that of comfort,

activity and diligence. It will create a new era in

the history of the education of the blind, by laying
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the foundations and increasing the possibilities of

a higher standard of attainments than has hitherto

been reached.

The necessity for immediate action in this mat-

ter is thoroughly discussed and plainly shown in

the report of the director, and an appeal is made

in behalf of these unfortunate children for the

foundation and endowment of such a school as

would be the means of their deliverance from their

present condition. The call for aid to this end is

clear, broad, pathetic and to the point. We
heartily commend it to the favorable consideration

of a generous public.

Fln'Ances.

The report of the treasurer, Mr. Edward Jack-

son, is hereto annexed.

It is as usual clear, concise and accurate in

every particular, and shows the financial affairs

of the institution to be in as favorable a state as

ever before.

It may be summarized as follows:

Total receipts during the year, . $79,306 42

Total expenditures, . . . 69,607 83

$9,638 59

Deducting amount due at the beginning of the 3'ear, 1,288 16

Cash balance in the treasury, .... $8,350 43
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For an easier and more minnte examination of

the financial concerns of the establishment, the

report of the treasnrer is accompanied by an anal-

ysis of the steward's acconnts, by which both the

ordinary and extraordinary receipts and expenses

may be seen and understood at a glance.

Owing to the advanced prices of provisions and

all other articles of household consumption, it has

been necessary for us to spend, during the past

year, a larger sum of money than during the pre-

vious one; but we have endeavored to be strictly

prudent in all disbursements. We have lavished

nothing on show or ornamentation. Our rule

has been, however, that the best and most ap-

proved system is the cheapest in the end; and

when a question has occurred as to the adoption

of one of two methods of procedure, we have

asked which is the best and most promotive of the

interests of the school, and not which costs the

least.

The auditors have kept a constant supervision

over the expenditures of the establishment. They

have examined the accounts regularly at the end

of each month, and have certified that they have

found them correctly kept, and all entries 2^1'operly

authenticated by vouchers, which are approved,

numbered and placed on file.

It is with a feeling of much gratitude, that we

desire to express our obligations to these gentle-

men, as well as to the treasurer of the corporation,
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for the fidelity, wisdom and promptness which

they have shown in the discharge of their respec-

tive duties.

Death of Mr. Apthoep.

Since the last meeting of the corporation our

board has met with a great loss in the death of Mr.

Robert East Apthorp, which took place at his

home on the 10th of February last, at the age of

seventy. Mr. Apthorp has been associated with

us for fifteen years, and has at all times and on all

occasions been a wise, faithful and useful counsel-

lor and cooperator. He was deeply interested in

the institution. He made frequent informal visits

to the school, and ever gave his afiectionate and

cheering sympathy and encouragement to the

teachers, the ofiicers and the children. He never

declined any labor, or shrank from any responsi-

bility. He took an active part in the movement

for raising the printing fund, and several of his

pathetic appeals which appeared in the " Daily Ad-

vertiser," the "Evening Transcript," the "Christian

Register," and other newspapers, touched many a

tender heart and rendered the task of soliciting

subscriptions somewhat easier for Mr. Snelling.

The trustees embodied their sense of his character

and services in the following resolutions, which

were communicated to his family and entered on

the records :
—

" Besolved, 1. That in the death of Robert East Apthorp, we

mourn the loss of a dear and honored associate and friend, whose
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long and faithful service in the many difficult and delicate trusts

and functions which have fallen to him among the duties of this

board ; whose hearty and untiring devotion, even in his daj's of

suffering, to the best good of the Perlvins Institution ; whose

warm personal interest and friendship for the blind pupils and

the officers and teachers of the school ; and whose uniform, con-

sistent courtesy and dignity, and charm of manner, — a cour-

tesy' that sprang from a sincere regard and sympath}' for others,

high or low, — a dignit}' in which self-respect meant true respect

for human nature ; in short, whose whole influence and example

as a member of this board have endeared him to ever}- inmate,

manager and friend of the institution, and made our intercourse

with him a sweet raemor}' for all our lives.

"2. That we heartily indorse the touching resolutions passed

in honor of his memory at a recent meeting of the officers,

teachers and pupils of the school.

"3. That we are thankful for his long and effectual cooperation

with us, and for the example he has set us ; and we trust that

the spirit and the influence of that example may still live in us

and those who shall succeed us in the responsible charge which

we have undertaken.

" 4. That the respectful sj'mpathies of this board are hereby

tendered to the famil}- and nearest friends of the deceased in

this their deep affliction ; and that a cop}' of these resolutions be

transmitted to the family by the secretary and entered on the

records."

The resolutions of the officers, teachers and

pupils, to which reference is made in the above, were

as follows: —
" Resolved, That the members of the household of the institu-

tion are deeply afljected by the sudden death of Mr. Robert E.

Apthorp, late a member of the board of trustees, and that we

are called upon to mourn in his decease the loss of one of the
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most constant and efficient friends of the cause of the education

of the blind, one whose intelligent interest, active labors and

wise counsels have contributed largely to the career of useful-

ness and beneficence of our school.

" Resolved, That we desire to express our profound gratitude

for his warm sympathy, his genial courtesy and his noble

friendliness toward each and all the members of our household.

" Resolved, That the secretar}' be directed to transmit a copy

of these resolutions to the family of the deceased."

We mourn also the death of three other esti-

mable friends of the institution, — that of Mr.

Benjamin S. Rotch, who served for many years as

a trustee; that of Miss Mary Wigglesworth, who

has shown her good-will toward its beneficiaries

by generous voluntary contributions to its funds,

and that of Mr. Delano A. Goddard, late editor-in-

chief of the " Boston Daily Advertiser," who took a

deep interest in the school, visited it repeatedly,

and rendered valuable aid to the advancement of

the cause of the education of the blind through the

influential columns of his journal.

"Work Department for Adults.

The operations of this department have been

carried on steadily during the last year, but its

financial condition, although improved somewhat,

is still far from satisfactory.

The receipts from all sources have amounted to

$15,680.86, being an increase of |1,5G2.45 over

those of the previous year.
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The expenses for stock, labor, rent of store and

all other items have been $16,748.06.

Thus the actual loss of this department during

the last twelve months is $1,117.29, while that of

the preceding" year amounted to $1,186.33.

The number of blind persons employed in the

workshop is 20; and the sum paid in cash to them,

as wages for their labor, is $3,600.81, or $165.78

more than in 1881.

This exhibit shows that, although the sales of

our industrial department have slightly increased,

they are not yet sufficient to pay the expenses and

to give employment to all meritorious blind men

and women who need it.

The patronnge of our fellow citizens to this

beneficent enterprise is again earnestly solicited,

and with the fullest confidence that the mattresses,

feather-beds, pew and boat cushions, door-mats,

and the rest of the articles manufactured in our

workshop, are as good in material and as strong

in fabric as the best in the market. They are put

at the lowest possible price, and the public are

requested to call and examine them without being

expected to pay any more than their real value,

with no increase of charges for the benefit of the

blind who make them. The current of a liberal

patronage must float an enterprise which affords to

a number of afflicted men and women the means

for self-support and comfort.
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FiN^AL Remarks.

In summing up the review of last year's work,

we rejoice to think that you will find ample evi-

dence in it that the trust committed to our charo-e

has been faithfully and successfully administered,

and has furnished renewed cause for the most

grateful remembrance of the illustrious founders

of the institution.

We cannot take leave of the benefactors and

friends of the school without thanking them heart-

ily for the continuance of the favors which they

have bestowed upon it, and their kind appreciation

of our endeavors to render it a rich blessing to its

beneficiaries. We assure them that no pains shall

be spared on our part to make it even more efii-

cient and useful in the future than it has been in

the past.

Finally, we would commend the institution and

the interests of the blind to the fostering care of the

executives and the legislative bodies of Kew Eng-
land; to the special attention of the corporation,

and to the generous aid of the public. They still

have, each and all, important duties to perform.

The establishment still requires their kind coun-

tenance, encouragement and assistance, for it has

not yet reached its highest point of usefulness; nor

can it ever do so without the earnest efibrts and



32 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

hearty cooperation of all with whom rests the

responsibility of its snccess.

All which is respectfully submitted by

JOHN S. DWIGHT,
JOSEPH B. GLOVER,

J. THEODORE HEARD,
HENRY LEE HIGGINSON,

JAMES H. MEANS,
ROBERT TREAT PAINE, Jdn.,

EDWARD N. PERKINS,

JOHN C. PHILLIPS,

SAMUEL M. QUINCY,

SAMUEL G. SNELLING,

JAMES STURGIS,

GEORGE W. WALES,
Tricstees.
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REPORT ON THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY.

To THE Members of the Corporation.

Gentlemen,—The committee on the celebration of

the fiftieth anniversary feel that there is little left

for them to report after the signally fine report made

by the festival itselfand by the school. They entered

at once upon the work of preparation, which for

them was limited mainly to the outward aspects

of the aff'air, the engaging of eminent speakers, the

issuing of invitations to governors, mayors, dis-

tinguished men and women, and the friends of the

blind in general, being relieved of all anxiety or

labor about the exercises in themselves, and the

whole plan and arrangement of the programme

(beyond some general consultation), by the admir-

able judgment, the fruitful invention and the en-

thusiastic, timely, thorough and well-ordered work

of the whole hive of pupils, teachers and director.

The festival came oft' as announced on the after-

noon of June 13, 1882, at the Tremont Temple,

which was filled at an early hour with an audience

of culture and of character, attracted by no idle

curiosity, but full oftender human interest in the

education and the welfare of the blind.
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Several of the most eloquent philanthropists of

our country had expressed the deepest interest in

the occasion, and a desire to take part in it per-

sonally and viva voce, and were detained only by

imperative engagements. His Excellency Governor

Long had heartily consented to preside and speak,

but was prevented by an absolute necessity of rest

and change of scene. Col. Higginson with jo}^

consented to make the principal address, but ill-

ness interfered; yet the disappointment was soon

forgotten in the admii-ably pertinent, impressive,

eloquent remarks made by the honored president

of our corporation, who took the chair, and who

also spoke words of wisdom and good cheer to

those pupils who received at his hands their diplo-

mas on the completion of their studies.

The exercises of the pupils were of the most

•interesting description, covering a wide and varied

field of reading from raised type, declamation,

original essays, well conceived and well expressed

both in the writing and delivery, strikingly beau-

tiful exercises in geography, in military drill and

calisthenics, and touchingly so those of the kinder-

garten class in modelling from clay, etc. And the

whole was sweetened and enlivened by excellent

music from the school band, and airs, part-songs^

and instrumental solos of really artistic character.

To these were added a beautiful poem, written and

recited by Mrs. Anagnos, and an off-hand address

by the indefatigable director, Mr. Anagnos, present-
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ing a very earnest, cogent plea for the means of

founding the next most needed auxiliary and com-

plement to the school : to wit, a preparatory or

kindergarten school for the youngest children who

are blind.

The audience listened with delighted interest,

many with moist eyes, to all this, in spite of the

unexpected great length of the exercises. A new
life, too, was given to the occasion by the announce-

ment of the completion of the printing fund of

1100,000.

Respectfully submitted.

J. S. DWIGHT,
SAMUEL M. QUINCY,
WM. F. APTHORP,

Committee.
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THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.

To THE Trustees.

Oentlemcn,—Another year in the Hfe of our in-

stitution has passed, and it affords me very great

pleasure to say that so even has been the tenor of

its way, that in turning back the record of its days,

weeks and months, little is found which calls for

special notice.

The general state of the school has been both

pleasant and prosperous, and no adverse event has

occurred to retard the progress or impair the use-

fulness of the institution.

The total number of blind persons connected

with the various departments of the establishment

at the beginning of the past year, as pupils,

teachers, employes, and work men and women, was

162. There have since been admitted 29 ; 26 have

been discharged; making the present total number

165. Of these, 145 are in the school proper, and 20

in the workshop for adults.

The first class includes 129 boys and girls, en-

rolled as pupils, 12 teachers and 4 domestics. Of

the pupils there are now 108 in attendance, 21

being temporarily absent on account of illness or

from various other causes.
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The second class comprises 16 men and 4

women, employed in the industrial department for

adults.

The doors of the school have thus fai* been wide

open to all applicants of proper age and mental

qualifications. This will undoubtedly continue to

be the policy of the institution so long as the space

at our command enables us to receive the yearly

increasing numbers of sightless children who are

sent to us for education and traininjr.

The health of the household has continued to

be remarkably good. 'No death has invaded our

circle, nor has any case of severe disease occurred

at the institution. This exemption from mortality

and illness during a season which has been noted

for its unhealthiness, demands special recognition

and grateful mention.

The usual course of study, music, physical train-

ing and handicraft work, has been pursued during

the past year with uninterrupted regularity and

excellent results. The fruits of every year's work
bring renewed confirmation to the earnest hopes

of those who are deeply interested in the welfare

and progress of the institution, and although all

the recipients of its benefits are not able at once to

provide for themselves, they are, as a class, elevated

intellectually, morally and socially^ and become
more active and independent, and less of a burden

to themselves and to their relations and friends.
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Review oe tee Yarious Departments.

A brief review of what has been accomplished

during the past year in each of the departments ot

the institution will show that our general course

of instruction and training has been so improved

as to give definiteness to the work of the school

and to secure regular and permanent results.

Literary Department.

The degree of success which has attended the

operations of this department is exceedingly grati-

fying, and augurs still better results and greater

usefulness in the future.

The course of study has been regularly and

assiduously pursued, and the progress made by

the pupils in their respective studies is generally

commendable.

All suggestions of improvements in the proc-

esses of mental development and discipline have

been carefully considered, and expedients have

often been devised for the more sure and rapid

attainment of the desired results.

Several changes m the administration of this

important department, pointed out by mature ex-

perience, have been made, and no efforts have been

spared to promote its efficiency, invigorate its

organic forces, increase its educational facilities,

multiply its mechanical appliances, and keep its

light burning steadily and brightly.
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Instruction in most of the common branches has

been freed from all typical oppressiveness, and

given in a simple and natural way. Yarious con-

trivances have at times been resorted to as a relief

from monotony, and the fog of dulness has been

shut out from the atmosphere of the school-room

by the charm of novelty and the warmth of ever

fresh and unfailing interest. Whenever the objec-

tive method was admissible or possible, it has been

unhesitatingly adopted and put into practice in

preference to any and all others.

Reading by the touch has been taught with the

greatest care, and the utmost pains have been taken

with the intonation of the voice and the articulation

of the throat. The fresh and valuable books re-

cently embossed in our printing office have served

as a powerful impetus in this direction, and created

an ardent desire among the blind for choice litera-

ture adapted to their wants. This craving, fos-

tered and strengthened by every new addition

made to our library, has already exercised a salu-

tary influence upon many a sightless child and

youth, inciting them to a more frequent use of their

fingers, and a desire to drill and train them more

perseveringly than heretofore. As a consequence,

of the whole number of pupils in attendance at

our school during the past year, there were only

four who could not read with more or less facility

the products of our press. Two of these, owing
either to mental weakness or physical incapacity,
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were unable to decipher the letters of the alphabet

in any of the line or point systems of printing.

Of the remaining two, one could read both Moon's

and Braille's characters, while the other was only

able to make out with great difficulty a few sen-

tences in Moon's publications.

Thoroughness has continued to be the leading

principle in whatever the pupils have undertaken

to do. Every particular of their work has received

due attention, and nothing has been slighted or

neglected on account of its being insignificant

from a material point of view. The reason for this

insistance is very obvious. In the light of educa-

tion details or objects which may at first sight

appear comparatively valueless, are really of the

greatest practical importance, not so much for the

amount of information which they yield, as because

of the development which they compel. The

mastery of certain subjects in all their minutiae

evokes efi'ort and cultivates powei's of application,

which otherwise might have lain dormant. Thus

one thing leads to another, and so the work

goes on through life. But indulging in discour-

agement has never helped any one over a difficulty,

and never will. D'Alembert's advice to the student

who complained to him of his want of success in

mastering the elements of mathematics was the

right one. " Go on, sir, and faith and strength

will come to you."

At the reopening of the school, after the sum-
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mer vacation, both teachers and pupils have

promptly returned to their work, and resumed their

respective duties with fresh zest and new sense of

power. There is a feehng of activity and vigor in

the air, and they all seem to be animated by an

earnest desire to profit by the boundless possibil-

ities of a promising year which stretch before them.

Music Department.

This department has been conducted upon the

same general plan as in previous years. K^o

changes cither in organization or in management

have been attempted, and no new theories have

been adopted. Improvements, however, in the

processes of instruction and the details of adminis-

tration have been made from time to time, and

warrant a feeling of great satisfaction.

The number of pupils in the music department

during the past year was 73. Of these, 68 received

instruction in the piano, 47 in class singing, 17 in

private vocal training, 21 in harmony, 10 in the

cabinet and church organ, and 21 in reed and bi'ass

instruments.

There were four normal classes w4th an average

membership of five each for instruction in the art

of teaching.

The Braille system of musical notation has been

used by the pupils, as heretofore during the last

eight or nine years, in copying portions of text-

books for the piano, harmony and counterpoint, for
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permanent use. It has also been used for band

music.

The practical utility and thoroughness of the

course of instruction pursued in our music depart-

ment may be illustrated by the experience of a

young man, who was a graduate from another

school and came here at the close of his course for

a single year only. After leaving his alma mater,

he obtained some pupils on the pianoforte, and,

although he was a good player, he neither knew

how or what to teach them, not having committed

any instruction book or books of etudes for this

instrument to memory. His collection of i^ieces

was small and not sufSciently varied. After spend-

ing nine months here, these defects were remedied,

and he returned to his home in Buffalo, IS^. Y., and

again obtained pupils, but this time he knew how

to teach them. It is just a year since he left us,

and during all this time he has had plenty to do.

He is the organist of a Roman catholic church,

has twenty-three scholars on the pianoforte, and

one on the violin. His success is complete in

every respect.

Yiolin playing is the only important branch of

music absent from our course. This instrument

is unquestionably the most favorite one at the

present time. Judged by its wide popularity, it

reigns supreme over all others. It charms and

delights alike the 3^oung and the old, the wise and

the unlearned, the student and the man of affairs.
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the sedate and the gay. The brilliancy and intrinsic

sweetness of its sound infuse a sense of liveliness

and create a feeling of joy and happiness which

are unequalled. While the range of its organic

resources and the compass of its hamionic com-

binations and rhythmic successions are neither as

extensive nor as comprehensive as those of the

organ and the pianoforte, its melodious effects, its

power and nobleness of expression, its suppleness

of tone are, on the other hand, superior to those

of any other instrument, ^o school of music can,

in our days, be considered as complete without the

study of the violin. The seriousness of the objec-

tions which were cogent in the early part of the

history of the institution and caused its discontin-

uance is invalidated, or at least greatly modified,

by the present intellectual, moral and social status

of the blind; and I earnestly recommend that pro-

vision should be made for' its speedy introduction

into both branches of the music department.

Extensive as are the facilities afforded at the

institution itself for thorough instruction and prac-

tice, and great as are the actual benefits accruing

from them, their value is vastly enhanced by the

rare external opportunities for the cultivation and

refinement of the artistic taste, which are freely

ofi'ered to those of our scholars who are gifted with

natural ability for the study of music.

Through the great kindness and generosity of

the leading musical societies of Boston, of the
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proprietors of theatres, the managers of public

entertainments, and also of the most eminent musi-

cians in the city,— the names bf all of Avhom will

be given elsewhere,— our pupils have continued to

be permitted to attend the finest concerts, rehear-

sals, operas, oratorios and recitals, and to hear the

compositions of the greater and lesser masters

interj)reted by distinguished individual artists or

well drilled orchestras. I avail myself of this

opportunity to express in the name of the school,

to each and all of them, our warm thanks and

grateful acknowledgments, and to join the public

at large in the hearty wish for their future success

and i^rosperity.

But the discharge of this pleasant duty is, I am
grieved to say, blended with a feeling of sincere

regret and disappointment, caused by the announce-

ment that the concerts of one of the most promi-

nent of these organizations, the Harvard musical

association, will be heard no longer. This society

has been a constant friend, an eiEcient educator

and a great benefactor to the blind of I^ew^ Eng-

land. For sixteen j^ears it has opened its doors to

them with unparalleled liberality, and freely ex-

tended to them abundant opportunities for hear-

ing the best performances of the chefs d'ceuvre of

classic music, thereby contributing largely to the

full develojjment of their artistic sensibilities, criti-

cal acumen and general musical culture. These

uncommon advantages w^ere so highly valued and
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fully appreciated by our pupils, that their loss is

keenly felt and deeply regretted by all of them.

Let us hope and trust that the noble example of

the Harvard musical association will be followed

by others, and that the cause of the education of

the blind will not cease to be remembered by those

who have it in their power to befriend and

advance it.

TuN^iNG Department.

This department has received its wonted share

of attention and shows results quite as encourag-

ing as those of former years.

As the circle of possible pursuits and remunera-

tive employments for the blind becomes more and

more restricted by the invention and use of machin-

ery in all manufacturing processes, by the division

of labor and by the enormous development of

absorbing monopolies, it is more urgent that the

most perfect provision should be made for those in

which they can excel. Expeiience has proved that

the art of tuning pianofortes is the most prominent

among them, and no institution for the blind can

aftbrd to neglect or slight it. In our system of

training the pupils for useful occupations it holds

a very important position.

During the past year several improvements have

been made in the appliances employed in the tun-

ing department, and new facilities have been added

for carrying on its operations successfully, and ren-
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dering the instruction and practice of the recipi-

ents of its bene^ts thorough and efficient.

The contract for tuning and keeping in repair

the pianofortes of the pubHc schools of Boston has

again, for the sixth time, been awarded to the tun-

ing department of this institution, on the same

terms as heretofore, and without the least opposi-

tion from any direction. This unanimous and

prompt action of the committee, together with the

steady increase of patronage which has been ex-

tended to our tuners by some of the very best

families of Boston and the neighboring towns, is

very gratifying to them, and speaks more elo-

quently for their skill and efficiency than words

can do. Moreover, it constitutes in itself a com-

plete answer and consummate refutation to the

base aspersions, sneering insinuations and un-

friendly remarks, which are now and then, either

thoughtlessly or designedly, directed against the

abilities of the blind.

The most contemptible criticism of this kind

appeared last July in the editorial columns of the

"Musical Critic and Trade Review" of ^ew
York. The writer of this curious paragraph asserts

that, having watched the method of a blind tuner,

he saw that " he had no conception of the prin-

ciples of proper tuning." He says :
" His musical

ear was true, but he did not understand the me-

chanical construction of the piano, and there is no

doubt that he succeeded in ruining the instrument.
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Some persons may be actuated by a spirit of char-

ity in engaging a blind man for the purpose of

tuning their pianos, but they could better affoid

to pay the unfortunate man a few dollars to keep

him from touching the piano, and at the same time

make money by the operation, as the damage

usually done is equal to twenty times the cost of

tuning."

This statement is as reckless and untrue as it is

cruel and unjust to a large class of our fellow men,

who are striving determinedly to reach the goal of

independence and grapple resolutely with the for-

midable difficulties opposing their advancement to

the dignity of self-maintenance. It misrepresents

the nature of their work, gives false impressions

of the thoroughness of their training, undervalues

their capacities, and adds a vast amount of

anguish to their sore calamity. Conceived in su-

preme selfishness and mean jealousy, if not in des-

picable malice, and couched in terms of hypocrisy

and pretence, it is calculated to strengthen the

common prejudices against sightless tuners, create

mistrust in their endeavors, deprive them of their

share in the public patronage, and thus condemn
them to the evils of idleness and the mercy of

charity.

Now the facts of the case are simply these. In

consequence of their infirmity the blind begin

early to concentrate their attention upon the im-

pressions received through the auditory organs.
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They constantly employ the ear for various pur-

poses for which seeing persons use their eyes,

and they let it rest only when they are asleep.

While in school, they live and move in an atmos-

phere which resounds with musical tones. By
this incessant exercise their sense of hearing is so

improved, and acquires such an acuteness and

nicety, that the relations of sounds, and the imper-

fections of unisons and intervals, imperceptible to

ordinary listeners, are apparent to them. This

powder and accuracy of the musical ear of our

pupils is coupled and sustained by a practical and

systematic knowledge of the construction of the

pianoforte and its internal mechanism which they

acquire in the tuning department of this institu-

tion. Here, aided by the use of models and the

dissection of old instruments, they study wath

great care and under efficient guidance the differ-

ences in the structure of the various kinds of

actions, learn the details of their workings, and

become familiar with the form, size and relations

of every part, the materials of which it is com-

posed, and the office it performs. In addition to

this, special attention is paid to that branch of

physics which treats of the nature of sound and

the laws of its production and propagation. Thus,

all things being considered, our tuners are far

better prepared in theory as well as in jDractice for

the successful pursuit of their art than the great

majority of their seeing competitors, and have



1882.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 27. 49

positive advantages over them, both in their nat-

ural aptitudes and in their acquired qualifications.

This assertion does not rest upon mere s])ecu-

lation or a 'priori reasoning. It is based upon

undisputed facts which, warranted by history and

confirmed by daily experience, ought to dispel all

reasonable doubts as to the competency and success

of the blind as tuners of pianofortes. Some of

these are herewith given in the briefest possible

manner.

1. Claud Montal, a graduate of the school for

the young blind in Paris, has been one of the most

distinguished tuners in that city, and he not only

made improvements in his art but contributed

more than any other individual to its present per-

fection. His treatise on the subject is still a work

of unsurpassed merit. His knowledge of the

mechanism and construction of pianofortes was so

thorough and extensive that he became the head

of one of the leading and most prosperous facto-

ries of these instruments. His talents were gen-

erally recognized and fully appreciated by eminent

artists everywhere. He was the author of several

inventions; but the most valuable of these was

that concerning the pedals. He exhibited in Lon-

don in 1862 a '•^ iitdale d''expression^'' diminishing

the range of the hammers instead of shifting them,

an expedient now employed by Amei'ican and

German makers, and a '•'pedale de prolongement^^

by using which a note or notes may be prolonged
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after the fingers have quitted the keys. Mental's

genius has planted the art of tuning pianofortes so

firmly in the curriculum of his alma mater, that

about one-third of the graduates of that school

continue to become skilled in it and to earn their

living by its practice in the capital and provinces

of France.

2. Messrs. Steinway & Sons of New York have

for a long time employed a blind man, named

Arnim Shotte, as head tuner of their celebrated

establishment, and in reply to a letter which I

addressed to them, asking for information with

regard to his success, they speak as follows :
" Mr.

Shotte's tuning is simply perfect, not only for its

purity, but for his skill of so setting the tuning

pins that the piano can endure the largest amount

of heavy playing without being put out of tune."

AVith this opinion coincides that of Messrs. Wm.
Bourne & Son of Boston, who have employed one

of the graduates of this institution, Mr. Joseph

H. Wood, as principal tuner for nineteen years,

and write :
" It gives us the greatest pleasure to

testify to the efiicient and excellent service ren-

dered by him to our establishment, and to say that

his able and skilful workmanship has always been

much prized by us." Other factories and dealers

of pianofortes in Boston, Providence, Cleveland,

Ohio, and elscAvhere have availed themselves of the

services of sightless tuners, and they all bear tes-

timony to the uniform success of their work.

i
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3. The tuners of this institution have for six

years taken charge of the pianofortes used in the

public schools of Boston— one hundred and thirty-

one in number. Their tuning, and the lesser repairs

which they themselves do, have received unqualified

commendation and cordial approbation from both

the music teachers and the proper authorities, and

never to my knowledge has a word of dissatisfac-

tion been breathed, or any complaint made of the

slightest injury to any of the instruments.

4. A number of prominent musicians, teachers

and critics in this city, such as Messrs. Carl Zer-

rahn, B. J. Lang, W. H. Sherwood, Julius Eich-

berg, John S. Dwight, J. B. Sharland, H. E. Holt,

J. W. Mason, the late Robert B. Apthorp, and

many others, after a patient and conscientious trial

of our tuners, have declared themselves " perfectly

satisfied with their work," have characterized it as

" equal to the best," and some of them have earn-

estly recommended the services of the blind to

their pupils and friends, and have obtained orders

for them. The most emphatic of the testimonials

cheerfully given to them was that of Mr. Sher-

wood, in which he says :
" My grand piano was

recently tuned and regulated by tuners from the

institution for the blind. They put it in better

repair and condition (in both action, hammer-felts

and perfect tune) than it has been for a long time

past. I cordially endorse their abilities in this line

as apparently unsurpassed."
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The chain of these tesdmonials and historic facts

could be greatly lengthened by the addition of

many others of a similar nature; but the above-

mentioned will suffice to prove the correctness of

my assertions, and to show that the blind are

remarkably successful as tuners of pianofortes, and

that the slurs cast upon their work by unprincipled

critics and heartless traducers are unmerited and

unjustifiable. That now and then there may be

found one of their number who is not an expert in the

art which he professes to pursue, and who may do

harm to an instrument entrusted to his care, no one

can reasonably deny. But is it fair, is it honorable,

is it humane to condemn a whole class of indus-

trious and meritorious people by the misconduct of

a few, to exclude them on that ground from the

active occupations of life and assign them arbi-

trarily to the unmitigated miseries of the alms-

house, from which they have been delivered through

the indefatigable toil and sagacious efforts of

eminent reformers and distinguished philanthro-

pists? Are the instigators of the paragraph pub-

lished in the " Musical Critic and Trade Review "

prepared to stamp as perfect or " well done " the

work of the legions of seeing persons who syarm

the country heralded by flaming advertisements and

circulars as first-class tuners, but who are both by

taste and training more competent to split wood or

till the soil than to handle and regulate musical

instruments? Yet it would be simply absurd to
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use their failings and misdeeds as a weapon against

a whole class of artisans, amongst whom there

are many of acknowledged skill and dexterity.

In closing these remarks, which duty and the

sense of justice compel me to write in defence of

the assailed rights and misjudged abilities of the

blind, I beg leave to state that the work of all the

graduates from the tuning department of this

institution who are supplied with certificates is

warranted to be thorough in every respect; and I

herewith appeal to the public to continue to favor

them with employment on the solid basis of busi-

ness and not on that of charity.

Technical Department.

A brief review of the work accomplished in the

two branches of the technical department will show

that its affairs have been managed with commend-

able diligence and with satisfactory results.

$ T. Workshop for the Boys.

Under the faithful care and general supervision

of Mr. John H. Wright, our boys have been reg-

ularly employed in this shop in working at the

usual trades, and have acquired more or less skill

in their pursuance.

The mode of instruction has been very simple

and eminently practical, and its chief object has

been to enable the pupils to use their hands with

dexterity, to exercise their faculties upon things
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tangible and actual, to manipulate materials, and

to learn how to construct various articles. The

valuable effects of this training are manifest not

only in the exactness or fitness with which mat-

tresses, or brooms, or cane seats, or other special

articles are prepared for the market, but in the

development of the powers and increase of the

capacities of the apprentices for the transaction of

business and for general usefulness.

II. WorJc-rooms for the Girls.

Of the condition and prospects of this branch

of our technical department I am able to give a

most favorable account.

Under the eflScient management ofMiss Abbj J.

Dillingham, the work-rooms for the girls have con-

tinued to be bee-hives of industry, and the articles

there manufactured have been most creditable both

to teachers and learners, and found so ready a sale

that only a few specimens could be seen in our t

cases at any one time.

The training which the girls receive in the work-

rooms, added to the experience Avhich they obtain in

domestic employments, is of incalculable benefit to

them. It enables them to engage in various occu-

pations adapted to their sex, and to become helpful

members of their families.

Department of Physical Training.

The 23upils, divided as usual into six classes of

moderate size, have repaired to the gymnasium at



1882. J PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27. 55

stated hours, and have been regularly instructed

and trained in those graduated trials of strength,

activity and adroitness by which the size and

power of the muscles are fully developed, the vital

processes of respiration, digestion and circulation

are promoted, the general health and agility in

motion improved, and the whole frame is invigor-

ated and prepared for sustaining prolonged and

sudden efforts.

The exercises comprised in our course of physi-

cal training have been selected with a view to their

suitableness to the capacity of learners of different

ages and of every grade of bodily strength, and

have been arranged in a progressive and systematic

manner, each step leading to that directly in

advance of it. They have been invariably con-

ducted by experienced and prudent teachers, who

allow no attempts of extraordinary or exaggerated

feats that might cause accidents, and their effect

upon the appearance, health, and strength of the

pupils has been quite remarkable.

The Printing Fund.

It was a source of no small gratification to have

been able to announce at the celebration of the

semi-centennial anniversary of the institution, that

the total amount of one hundred thousand dollars

for the permanent endowment of the " Howe

Memorial Press" had been contributed. The

generosity and benevolence of our citizens were
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never more signally manifested than in the comple-

tion of this enterprise, which will stand in per-

petuity, like a beautiful fountain, breathing forth

comfort and life-giving power.

About a year ago, while rendering a brief account

of the progress made in raising the printing fund,

we stated that the sum requisite was still incom-

plete, and urgently asked for further subscriptions.

Our appeal met with a prompt and hearty response.

The names of new contributors were almost daily

added to our list, and some of the noblest families

and constant benefactors of the blind, whose

modesty screens them from the public ken, sent us

the glad and refreshing order to double their origi-

nal donations of one thousand dollars, and in

several instances to multiply them b}^ five. Such

a grand use of the rules of arithmetic for the

benefit of suffering humanity is not a common

occurrence. It is, indeed, a rare phenomenon.

N^or is it the practice of men of ordinary mental

and moral calibre, who come into the possession of

riches by a mere stroke of luck or accident, and

whose charitable gifts are either exceedingly

slender in size or capricious and showy in character.

It is the privilege of great souls and hearts full of

sympathy and good-will. It is the ripe fruit of

pure unselfishness and benign philanthropy.

The completion of the printing fund is an act of

public-spirited beneficence which, we believe, has

no parallel in history, and reflects the greatest
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honor on the munificent hberality of the donors

and the organic fabric of the community in which

such enterprises are accomphshed. The books

which will be annually issued will prove not only

valuable treasures of enlightenment and wisdom,

but a perennial source of consolation under an

affliction which closes upon its victims the delights

and charms of the visible world. They will gladden

many a saddened heart, raise many a drooping

spirit, and comfort many a joyless dwelling. Like

balm and anodyne, they will assuage the pangs of

calamity and misfortune. For good literature is

one of the best remedies to a sorrowing soul.

Pliny says :

" At unicum doloris levamentum studia confugio ;

"

and Montesquieu declared that no grief is so deep

as not to be dissipated by reading for an hour :

" Je ii'ai jamais eu de chagrin si profond qu'une heure de

lecture ue Fait dissipe."

In the case of the blind this remedy acts with

tenfold force. The shadowed outward vision

causes the hght within to burn more brightly, as

the window-curtains drawn at dark increase the

glow of the fire and intensify the cheerfulness

inside the room.

To a generous and enlightened public, and to

the editors and proprietors of the leading news-

papers we are under great and lasting obligations

for the active aid and cooperation readily given
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to our earnest efforts to .bring the enterprise of

embossing books to its consummation. Encouraged

by the success thus attained, we are determined to

prosecute this grand object with all our energies,

until every sightless person who can read with the

tips of his fingers is provided with a sufficient

supply of choice and healthy literature.

Absolute ^eed of a Kindekgakten.

Eloquent the children's faces—
Poverty's lean look, which saith,

Save us ! save us ! woe surrounds us ;

Little knowledge sore confounds us
;

Life is but a lingering death.

Give us light amid our darkness
;

Let us know the good from ill

:

Hate us not for all our blindness :

Love us, lead us, show us kindness,

You can make us what 3'ou will.

"We are willing ; we are ready
;

We would learn if you would teach
;

"We have hearts that 3'earn towards duty
;

"We have minds alive to beauty
;

Souls that an}' heights can reach.

Mary Howii r.

These lines give a striking picture of the condi-

tion of a large number of little blind children who

are scattered in all parts of New England, living

in total physical darkness and indescribable desti-

tution. They set forth clearly and concisely their

wants and caj^abilities, and joresent in plain and
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simple words a pathetic and resistless appeal in

their behalf.

Like other human beings, these afflicted children

of night are endowed with faculties and capacities

susceptible of development, growth and improve-

ment, but, unlike most of them, they are considered

as hopelessly disabled by their infirmity, and are

thoughtlessly doomed to sloth and inertia. Pale,

nerveless, haggard, and evidently reduced in

vitality, they are confined to wretched lodgings,

and are permitted to lead a distressing existence.

All the natural pleasures of childhood are unknown

to them. IS'ot a ray of joy enters the dark cham-

ber of their isolation ; not a breath of happiness

lightens the heavy pressure of the clouds of their

calamity. They are usually born in poverty, and

often in moral depravity. They are nursed by

sorrow, surrounded by vice, accompanied by mis-

fortune, brought up in neglect, and tortured by

inexpressible misery. They live in a world of

seclusion and suffering, with the woes of which

very few of our citizens are acquainted. Hunger,

filth, fou lair, stifling heat, or severe cold— these

and their like are the daily attendants and constant

companions of these unfortunate human beings.

But it is beyond doubt that the souls of these

children have in them something of that cloud of

glory of which the poet sings, ^o matter how

hideous and squalid their lives may be, they have

susceptibilities that can be touched by kindness,



60 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

beauty and goodness. They have hearts which can

be reached by love and sympathy. They have the

germs of natural aj^titudes and mental abilities

which can be fostered by care and brought to fru-

ition by training.

JSTow the salvation and future welfare of these

children of misfortune depend wholly upon their

being removed from the poisonous effects of their

environment, and placed in neat and healthy quar-

ters, where the means for physical well-being and

systematic training are sufficiently provided, and

the sj^irit of good-will and benevolence all pervad-

ing and guiding, and where faith in man's capacity

for improvement and elevation is firmly adhered to,

and parental care and affection freely bestowed.

This salutary change should be effected before cor-

rupt tendencies and vicious propensities are hard-

ened and crystallized into permanent habits; and

the tender age between five and nine years seems

most appropriate for it. Being brought so early in

life under favorable influences and a regular course

of bodily, mental and moral culture, the children

will prove better subjects for reformation than if

taken in charge later on. Good principles and

aspirations will sink more deeply into their minds

while these are still in a plastic state and compar-

atively free from low impressions and mean encum-

brances; and when sound seed is sown before the

tares have time to take root, the probability is that
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the harvest will be more abundant and of a purer

and better quaJaty.

For the accomplishment of this noble purpose,

the foundation of a primary school for little blind

children is imperatively needed. As there is

neither room nor conveniences for such an estab-

lishment on the premises of this institution, and as

it is, moreover, neither advisable nor desirable to

have its tender inmates associated and brought up

together with youth between the ages of fifteen

and nineteen years, it should be placed elsewhere

wdthin the limits of the city. It should have a

pleasant and healthy location, and occupy a lot of

land comprising five acres at least. It should be

organized on sound principles, and conducted on a

broad and liberal policy. There should be nothing

about either its title or arrangements which would

in any way compromise its educational character.

Its existence should be secured by an endowment

fund of about two hundred and fifty thousand dol-

lars, and its doors should be freely opened not only

to such indigent blind children as are above

described, but to all others who are deprived of

the visual sense and may be desirous of entering

the school. They should be retained until the age

of twelve, and taught and trained objectively ac-

cording to the simple and rational methods devel-

oped in Froebel's kindergarten.

This system is admirably suited for the instruc-

tion of little blind children, containing, as it does,



62 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

within itself, that principle of organic life mani-

fested in gradual development, anc^ the power of

counteracting the undesirable effects produced by

the loss of sight and by weakening and degrading

influences. It turns innocent play to useful

account, and cultivates happiness on the fertile soil

of industry. By the felicitous combination of

" doing with knowing," the intellectual activity is

unconsciously promoted while the physical strength

is steadily increased. In the simple and delicate

crafts of folding, weaving, block-building, sewing,

embroidering upon cardboard, modelling in clay,

and the like, a grand purpose is subserved, that of

unfolding the various powers of the body and

mind just at the time when they are particularly

capable of harmonious growth, eager for improve-

ment and most pliable in every respect.

Of the numerous beneficent results obtained

from the above-named occupations and from simi-

lar interesting and attractive exercises, the fol-

lowing are the most noticeable: Good physical

development; muscular strength and elasticity;

habits of attention and order; clearness and precis-

ion in thinking; freedom and grace of movement;

quickness of invention and fertility of imagination

;

a keen sense of symmetry and harmou}^, together

with love ofconstruction and appreciation of utility

;

great mechanical skill in the use of the hands, and

initiation into the conventionalities of polite society,

in their demeanor toward each other, and in mat-
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ters of eating, drinking and personal cleanli-

ness.

The average intelligence of pupils taught in the

kindergarten is decidedly superior to that of chil-

dren who enter the primary schools without such

training. The former are more or less accustomed

to exert themselves in the search for information,

and prepared to derive greater benefit from instruc-

tion and mental discipline than the latter. They

generally observe accurately, seize ideas rapidly

and definitely, illustrate readily, work independ-

ently and express their thoughts with correctness

and fluency. To persons bereft of sight, Froebel's

system promises even higher results than these.

It afi'ords them unequalled facilities for gaining an

adequate conception of forms of various kinds, and

rare opportunities for the practice and refinement

of their remaining senses, especially of that of

touch, which is their chief reliance for the acquisi-

tion of all concrete knowledge, and consequently

the most important factor of their education.

Above all, the drill obtained through its exercises so

early in life and under such genial influences, will

prove a valuable auxiliary for future achievements

and the most effective agent for raising the stand-

ard of attainments in this school. For a great part

of the time which is now necessarily spent in mere

primary routine work and elementary training, can

then be devoted to the pursuit of advanced studies

both in the literary and musical departments, and
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to a thorough preparation for a professional or other

calling. Thus there will be a positive and most

significant gain at both ends, which will in some

measure pave the way for the solution of the great

problem of the higher education for the blind and

their thorough equipment for the struggle of exist-

ence.

It is obvious fi'om these facts and from a careful

consideration of the matter, that a well-fitted and

sufficiently j^rovided kindergarten Avill be to little

sightless children what the light of the sun and

the dew of heaven are to tender plants,— a source

of life and growth and strength, a flame dispelling

the clouds of darkness, a fountain of happiness and

strength, aiding them to outsoar the shadows of

their night. It will be a psalm of their deliverance

from the clutches of misery, a hymn to the dawn

of an era of freedom and independence, a benedic-

tion to the benevolence of our age.

In behalf of these afflicted children, who from

the midst of the wretchedness and neglect in

which they are plunged, stretch their helpless

hands towards the shore and call for a life-boat,

we make an earnest appeal to the generous and

wealthy members of our community, and hope that

it will touch a responsive chord in their hearts.

When they detei*mine to pronounce the grand ver-

dict and say, " let there be a permanent source of

light and happiness for little blind children,'- there
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will be no intellectual and moral darkness for them

any longer.

Cicero says, that men resemble the gods in noth-

ing so much as in doing good to their fellow

creatures. " Homines ad deos mdla se ^^ro29^?^s

accedunt, qiiam salutem liominibus dando.''^ There

may possibly be some, however, who are dis-

posed to bestow their gifts upon works of an

artistic nature, upon the cause of higher or pro-

fessional education, upon the furtherance of culture

and refinement, but not inclined to aid an enter-

prise which is calculated to seek its beneficiaries

in the humblest social ranks and lighten one of the

greatest human calamities of half its weight. If

there be such among our generous citizens, let me

remind them of the words of Richter: "Very beau-

tiful is the eagle when he floats with outstretched

wings aloft in the clear blue; but sublime when he

plunges down through the tempests to his eyrie on

the chfl*, where his unfledged young ones dwell

and are starvins"."o

Occasions of Interest during the Year.

Though a little shut in from the world, our

young people are not behindhand in echoing the

movements which characterize the day, and the

celebration of anniversaries and other occasions

during the past year has marked this tendency to

a very special and interesting degree.

The first of these festivals was held "in honor of
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the seventy-fourth birthday of N^ew England's

favored poet, John Green] eafWhittier, on the 17th

of December, 1881.

Inspired by the new and welcome delight of

being enabled to read his works for themselves

unaided by any one save their own printer, the

pupils of the advanced class in the girls' depart-

ment conceived the idea of celebrating both the

poet's birthday and their own gratitude by appro-

priate festal exercises; and a very charming and

much enjoyed evening was the result of this happy

thought. Some of the most beautiful of Whittier's

poems were read with much spirit and feeling,

their tender purity and pathetic grace being

brought out in high relief. Music and appropriate

remarks ensued and added considerably to the

liveliness of the occasion. The following exquisite

letter from the veteran poet, written in the touch-

ing vernacular of the interesting sect of Friends,

was received by one of our teachers who had

written to Mr. Whittier, informing him of the great

pleasure and delight which her pupils experienced

in reading his works:

Danvers, Mass., Dec. 12th, 1881.

To Mary C. Moore :—

Dear Friend,— It gives me great pleasure to know that the

pupils in th}' class at the institution for the blind have the oppor-

tunity afforded them to read some of my writings, and thus hold

what I hope will prove a pleasaift communion with me. Ver^'

glad I shall be if the pen-pictures of nature and homely countr}'

firesides, which I have tried to make, are understood and appre-

ciated by those who cannot discern them by natural vision. I
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shall count it a great privilege to see for them, or rather to let

them see through my eyes. It is the mind after all that really

sees, shapes and colors all things. What visions of beauty and

sublimit}' passed l^efore the inward and spiritual light of blind

Milton and deaf Beethoven !

I have an esteemed friend, Morrison Heady of Kentucky, who

is deaf and blind
;

.yet under these circumstances he has culti-

vated his mind to a high degree, and has written poems of great

beaut}' and vivid descriptions of scenes which have been wit-

nessed only b}' the " light within."

I thank thee for thy letter, and beg of thee to assure thy

students that I am deeply interested in their welfare and prog-

ress, and that my prayer is that their inward and spiritual eyes

ma}' become so clear that they can well dispense with the out-

ward and material ones.

I am very truly thy friend,

John G. "Whittier.

The celebration of the birthday of Longfellow,

preceding, as it did, his death by so few weeks,

seemed in particular a very beautiful and, as it

were, almost prophetic feature of the intellectual

life of the school.

The garlands, the flowers, the pictures of the

great poet and of his home, were probably seen in

many celebrations of the occasion, which was won-

derfully and, as we have said, prophetically kept all

over the country. But perhaps there was some-

thing peculiarly touching in this outburst of grati-

tude towards Longfellow from the hearts of the

blind, to whom the difiiculty of reading his works,

as compared with the ordinary methods of publica-

tion, rendered them infinitely more precious, and

who welcomed his birthday with an enthusiasm

which only the aflSicted can know.
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Again, the singing of several of Longfellow's

pieces in their musical and well-tuned voices, was

a tribute sui generis to the genius of the day, and

the pupils entered into their dialogue on his birth-

day with an ardor which showed their worship of

the hero.

Mr. Longfellow himself was interested in hearing

of the histrionic attempt, which had been made

earlier in the winter, and in which the play of

" Maurice, the Woodcutter," was given in a very

lively and untrammelled manner. No blind person

unexpectedly entering the audience on that occa-

sion would have supposed that the actors before

him were sightless. Indeed, he would have imag-

ined from the animation of their speech and the

promptness of their actions, that he himself was

the only person in the room who could not see.

The pupils had been well drilled in the entrances,

exits, and other practical points of the little drama,

and their interest in the story carried them wholly

out of themselves, so that awkwardness, self-con-

sciousness and stage-fright were really left far

behind.

Passing over the amusing costume party got up

by our girls in the gymnasium of the institution,

which was highly enjoyed and a great success, the

memory dwells with delight and with lingering

glance upon the day chosen to acknowledge in a
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suitable manner the ceaseless and devoted efforts

of Mr. Samuel G. Snelling in behalf of the blind.

Mr. Snelling was himself totally imaware of the

festivity intended in his honor, coming out on the

afternoon appointed with a party of friends to go

over the institution. As was natural in the case of

distinguished visitors, the pupils were assembled en

masse in the hall, ready with their beautiful music,

with recitations and with reading. Gradually it

appeared that all the transactions centered toward

one object; and the demonstration becoming more

pointed, a climax was reached when a crayon por-

trait of Mr. Snelling was unveiled, to w^hich the

following inscription was attached: "This portrait

of Mr. Samuel G. Snelling was made at the expense

of the pupils and teachers of the Perkins Institu-

tion and Massachusetts School for the Blind, as a

slight token of their great and deep gratitude for

his persistent exertions and laborious efforts in

raising the printing fund for the blind of New
England." Mrs. Julia Ward Howe made one of

her happiest speeches on the occasion, closing with

the following appropriate verse:

" These friends who in the shadows sit,

Your kindly face cannot behold,

But 3-our soul features in their hearts -

Thej^ '11 keep enshrined in memory's gold."

Two crowns of roses were presented to Mr.

Snelling by a little boy and girl, on behalf of both
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departments of the school, and were gracefully

acknowledged by him in a few well-chosen words.

Kemarks by Mr. John S. Dwight, and music by

the celebrated pianist, Mr. Baerman, added greatly

to the delightfulness of the occasion. The guests

then visited the schools, and those who were able

to stay later had the pleasure of listening to a

recital by the eminent vocalist, Mrs. Clara Doria

Kogers, and in the evening to a concert of much

merit, given by Mr. S. B. Whitney, with the assist-

ance of Mrs. Topliffe and other well-known musi-

cians.

Thus the day was made thrice happy and trebly

noteworthy, and as such it will be remembered

by all who had the great pleasure of being present.

Closing with the celebration of the semi-centen-

nial anniversary, the past school year has certainly

been a memorable one. Yet, after all, it has only

exemplified, on a larger scale, the enjoyments and

advantages always open to the blind of New
England.

Movement eor the Blind in Peovidence.

Among the many interesting and gratifying

demonstrations in behalf of the blind, none was

more so than the action of the people of Provi-

dence, Rhode Island, in furtherance of the printing

fund.

A public meeting was held in the music hall

of that city on the 12th of April last, which was
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attended by a large, intelligent and enthnsiastic au-

dience. Governor Littlefield presided, and opened

the exercises with a brief address. About thirty

members of our school gave an exhibition in read-

ing and in various branches of study and vocal and

instrumental music, and illustrated, in a striking

and touching manner, the results of the beneficent

work begun by Dr. Howe fifty years ago. Perti-

nent speeches were made by the Rev. Dr. Robin-

son, president of Brown university, ex-governor

Yan Zandt, Bishop Clark, the Rev. A. "Woodbury,

the Rev. Dr. Behrends and the Rev. George Har-

ris, and a committee was appointed to take charge

of the matter, composed of Governor Littlefield,

Mayor Hayward, and ten other members represent-

ing the business interests, the social status and the

benevolence of the community.

Thus the work of soliciting subscriptions to the

printing fund was auspiciously inaugurated, and a

regular system of canvassing was pursued, by

means of which the amount of about seven thou-

sand dollars was raised.

For so satisfactory a consummation of this

movement the blind of IS^ew England are greatly

indebted to the prominent citizens and clergymen

of Providence who encouraged and promoted it,

to the editors of the two leading newspapers,

the "Journal" and the "Press," who cheerfully

espoused the cause and lent their influence to its

advancement, and es2:)ecially to our good friend.
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Mr. James B. "VVinsor, who devoted himself to it

from its very inception and labored persistently

and with marked disinterestedness until success

was fully attained.

Effects of Political Inteeference.

The public institutions of Great Britain and

America have their origin in the same causes, are

carried on for similar purposes, and are alike in

many resj^ects; but they diifer essentially in three

important points: in the fundamental principles of

their organization, in the sources from Avhich they

derive their means of existence, and in the scope

of their administration.

In Great Britain no provision is made by the

state in its sovereign character in favor of its

crippled and defective children. The budget

annually presented by the government and adopted

by the parliament contains no items of expense

either for their education or for their care and

maintenance. It is true that humane enterprises

are not neglected in England, and that the field

of philanthropy receives due attention and is

rendered productive of good harvest in some of its

parts: but the means of its cultivation are not

furnished from the public treasiu'y; they are raised

by the donations and contributions of benevolent

individuals. Society, as such, in its organic cajDac-

ity, recognizes no obligation towards its unfortu-

nate members. It is entii'ely left to private charity
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to perform this duty. History and experience

suggest, however, that whatever is done under

this form is often so hampered by conditions cal-

culated to minister to the whims and vanity of the

donors, is so ludicrously encumbered by a compli-

cated machinery of parade and show, of empty

titles and long subscription lists, of arrogant dis-

tinctions and humiliating ceremonies, of annual

dinners and begging sermons, that although it

may be very gratifying to the feelings and ambi-

tion of the givers, its blessedness is rather ques-

tionable so far as the recipients are concerned.

In this country the case is entirely different.

The state adheres to broader considerations and

higher principles, and its fixed polic}^ is to take

care of every disabled or incapacitated citizen, and

to provide the means of education for every child

within its borders, in view not only of his assumed

rights, but also for the protection of the commu-

nity itself against ignorance as a source of pau-

perism, and as unfitting men for the duties of

citizenship. Thus public institutions for the poor

and the perverse, the halt and the lawless, the

idiots and the insane, the deaf and the blind, are

established everywhere by legislative enactments

and are supported by funds to which each tax-

payer contributes his share.

This policy is unquestionably the right one.

Viewed in the light of social economy, it is just to

the sufferers, creditable to the community at large,
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and admirable in every respect; but, considered

in its practical workings, it is not entirely free

from grave disadvantages and certain perils. The

most serious of these arise from political or par-

tisan interference in the administration of the

affairs of public establishments and the control of

their interests.

The disastrous effects of this contemptible prac-

tice are so enormous that it would be very difficult

to exaggerate them. The lamentable condition of

many state institutions in various parts of the

country, especially in the West and South, shows

conclusively, that it is the most threatening as it is

the most insidious danger that besets them. In its

concrete application it eats " as doth a canker

"

into the very heart of their exis-tence. It is a cry-

ing evil, affixing a stigma upon the communities

which encourage or tolerate it. Born of no other

incentives than the lust of spoils and the thirst

for lucrative positions, it has already done an

incalculable amount of mischief. However it may

be disguised under this pretence or that excuse,

it is obviously pernicious in its character, demor-

alizing in its influences, unscrupulous in its

attempts, plunderous in its aims, vindictive in its

purposes, destructive in its tendencies, and reck-

less in its action. Through the viciousness of this

system the usefulness of state institutions is greatly

impaired, the essential powers on which their effi-

ciency rests are consumed, and the foundations of
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the moral dikes that shut out the waters of a sea

of ills are sapped. Honesty, fitness, capacity and

fidelity cannot possibly thrive or find adequate

protection under it. As a consequence, accom-

plished superintendents, trained and intelligent

teachers, experienced officers and faithful em-

ployes are summarily dismissed from their places

for no other cause but simply in order to make

room for corrupt politicians and to gratify the

hunger for office of their henchmen and satellites

who were howling on the confines of party strife.

Under such circumstances the vital forces of pub-

lic service are undermined, the springs of enthu-

siasm and earnest devotion to duty are dried,

activity and hopefulness are succeeded by apathy

and despondency, and men of talent, acknowl-

edged ability, scholarly attainments and independ-

ence of character are driven out of their professions

in disgust. They seem to prefer retirement to the

yoke of unreasonable and exacting despotism.

This evil has already assumed such immense

dimensions in several sections of the country that

it cannot be cured by the ordinary means of grace.

It has become a terrible incubus which must be

torn up by the roots, a nightmare which must be

shaken off" without delay. It has grown to a mon-

strous wrong, which deserves universal and unre-

lenting opprobrium, and which imposes upon the

good people of all political parties and religious

sects the solemn obligation to unite in a strenuous
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and determined effort to close the gates of public

institutions against the whirlwinds of political

antagonisms, partisan influences, and capricious

favoritism, bringing with them confusion, anarchy

and desolation. Unless this be effectually done,

the provision made by the state for the mainten-

ance and support of educational or charitable

establishments will prove in many instances a

source of trouble and annoyance, instead of a

means of convenience, prosperity, and permanent

peace.

It is with sincere pleasure that we are able to

say that such practices are almost unknown in

'Ne^Y England, and can hardly be tolerated by its

people. May their absence be perpetual!

Misapprehensions to be Avoided.

It is well known that some public institutions

have their origin in the idea of the supreme reign

of law and order and the protection of society,

others in pity and sympathy for the disabled and

suffering members of the human family, and still

others in the right to a thorough education which

the state accords to all its children, irrespective of

creed, color, social condition, or physical defects.

In other words, these establishments are either

penal, reformatory, eleemosynaiy, or educational in

their character. A thorough understanding of

these distinctions, as well as of the specific aims and

purposes of the different institutions, will help those
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in authority not only to minister properly to the

wants and training of their beneficiaries, but like-

wise to do perfect justice to all of them individ-

ually, and to infuse into those among them who
hope to depend upon their own efforts for self-

maintenance that spirit of manliness, dignity and

independence which is indispensable to general suc-

cess in life. A misapprehension of these points

will lead, on the other hand, either to mistaken

views of imaginary economy, or to mere illusions

as to the magnificent results of centralization in

the administration of public charities; or, again, to

the adoption of unwise rules and measures proving

in time positively detrimental to the welfare of the

wards of the state, and to the interests of the

community itself.

It is with sincere regret that I am constrained to

say in this connection that the unaccountable

attachment of the schools for the blind to the

national conference of charities and corrections as

one of its departments, coupled with a call to their

managers to join in the deliberations of this body

last August, is a striking illustration of such mis-

understanding. It shows clearly that the nature

and scope of the education of sightless children

and their legal right to it are not as widely and as

thoroughly known as they ought to have been. In

consequence of this want of knowledge, they are

arbitrarily separated from the deaf-mutes by the
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brief dictum of a convention, and indiscriminately

classed with paupers, criminals and lunatics.

I earnestly hope that the representatives of the

various schools for the instruction of the blind in

the country did not assent tacitl}^ to this unfortu-

nate misunderstanding. It would have been very

unwise, to say the least, on their part to do so.

Duty, as well as the fundamental principles of their

work and the vital interests of their charge, alike

demanded that they should endeavor to rectify this

error promptly and in the most emphatic manner.

For myself, I felt compelled to remonstrate against

it as uncalled for. It is a well established fact,

known to all who are familiar with the affairs of

this commonwealth, that our school is founded upon

the solid rock of equity, and not upon the piers of

pity and favor. It has therefore no official relation

whatever with the state board of charities. It

has been placed by law where it properly belongs,

namely, under the supervision of the state board

of education. It is classed with the normal

schools, the state art school, the Massachusetts

agricultural college, and the institutions for deaf-

mutes; and I could not allow myself to do the

slightest thing which might have even the appear-

ance of dragging it back among the eleemosynary

and reformatory establishments. In my judgment,

the meetings in which the cause of the blind ought

to be regularly and officially represented by their

instructors are not those of the national conference
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of charities and corrections, but those of the

American institute of instruction, and the national

educational association. 'No doubt much practical

benefit can be derived from the deliberations of

the former body, or from personal acquaintance and

comparison of notes with men and women who

labor in the field of benevolence, and are more or

less familiar with the management of public insti-

tutions; but the experience and knowledge obtained

from active cooperation with the leading educators

of the country, and from participation in such dis-

cussions as pertain to the improvement of the

methods of teaching, mental development, moral

culture, physical and technical training, school

discipline, and the like, are of far greater im-

portance.

For these reasons I felt constrained not only to

request that my name should be dropped from the

list of members of a standing committee of the

national conference of charities, but to raise my
* feeble voice against the injustice of classifying the

schools for the blind with eleemosynary, penal, or

reformatory institutions.

Conclusion.

In bringing this report to a close, I beg leave to

say that the institution, which hardly dared to call

itself a nucleus fifty years ago, to-day stands on

the firmest foundations of public confidence and

beneficent activity. As we cast a glance over the



80 INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND. [Oct.

history of the past, and trace the wandering course

of the river of memory, its earlier rills lead us up

among the hills of high endeavor, the thinner

atmosphere, where the first pioneers of the blind

labored for them in the midst of immense and often

disheartening difficulties, struggled for them with

the mightiest odds, and drove from their path the

demons of doubt, incredulity, discouragement and

despair. Oh! if but a breath of the intrepid spirit

of these earliest days still animates us, we can never

fail, even in the most arduous and perplexing un-

dertakings ! If there still remains within us a spark

of the old zeal which led our Cadmus onward, until

nothing, not even the walls of darkness and silence

shutting in the most secluded of human beings,

could resist his magic touch, the smallest child will

feel the contagion of the divine enthusiasm for wis-

dom, usefulness, and the bringing about of a more

perfect good on earth.

May the grand motives and noble purposes of

the originators and fathers of our enterprise, who

nursed it in its infancy, and carried it forward to

the fair goal of a brilliant and permanent success,

abide by their successors now and for ever.

Kespectfully submitted by

M. AISTAGKOS.
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ack:n^owledgme;n^ts.

Among the pleasant duties incident to the close of the j'ear is

that of expressing our heartfelt thanks and grateful acknowl-

edgments to the following artists, litterateurs, societies, proprie-

tors, managers, editors, and publishers, for concerts and various

musical entertainments ; for operas, oratorios, lectures, readings,

and for an excellent supply of periodicals and weekl}' papers,

minerals and specimens of various kinds.

As I have said in .previous reports, these favors are not only

a source of pleasure and happiness to our pupils, but also a

valuable means of aesthetic culture, of social intercourse and of

mental stimulus and improvement. As far as we know, there is

no community in the world which does half so much for the

gratification and improvement of its unfortunate members as

that of Boston does for our pupils.

/. — Acknowledgments for Concerts mid Operas in the City.

To the music committee of the Harvard Musical Association,

we are indebted for twelve tickets to each of their five sym-

phony concerts.

To Mr. Henry Lee Higginson, for thirty tickets to each of the

public rehearsals of his series of twenty symphony concerts.

To the Philharmonic Society, for twelve tickets to each of

their eight public rehearsals.

To the Handel and Haydn Society, through Mr. C. C. Per-

kins, president, and Mr. A. Parker Browne, secretary, for ad-

mission to two oratorios and two public rehearsals.

To Messrs. Tompkins and Hill, proprietors of the Boston

theatre, for admission of unlimited numbers to five operas.
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To Mr. Fiye, for eighty-five tickets to the opera of Lucia in

the Mechanic Charitable Association building.

To Mr. George H. Wilson, for seven tickets to the opera of

Fidelio, given as a concert.

To the Cecilia society, through its secretary, Mr. Arthur

Reed, for four tickets to each of five concerts. To Mr. C. C.

Perkins, for five tickets to two of these concerts.

To Mr. B. J. Lang, for admission to the rehearsal of Berlioz's

Eequiem.

To the Apollo Club, through its secretary, Mr. Arthur Reed,

for six tickets to each of six concerts.

To the Boylston Club, through its secretary, Mr. F. H. Rat-

cliffe, for eight tickets to each of five concerts.

To the president of the Euterpe society, Mr. C. C. Perkins,

for nine tickets to each of four concerts.

To Mr. Wm. Winch, conductor of the Arlington Club, for

four tickets.

To Mr. Georg Henschel, for thirty tickets to each of his

three concerts.

To Dr. Louis Maas, for ten tickets to each of his two piano

recitals.

To Mr. A. P. Peck, for forty tickets to one of Joseffy's piano

recitals.

To Mr. E. W. Tyler for ten tickets to each of Mr. Otto

Bendix's piano recitals.

To Mr. Loring B. Barnes, for forty tickets to Miss Fannie

Barnes's concert.

To Mr. Ernst Perabo, for twenty-five tickets to each of his

two piano recitals.

To Mr. Arthur Foote, for six tickets to one piano recital, and

the same number to five trio concerts.

To Mr. Wm. H. Sherwood, for six tickets to one piano

recital.

To Dr. Tourjee, for admission to two classical and thi-ee quar-

terly conservatory concerts.
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To Madame Terese Liebe, for twenty tickets to her concert.

To Mr. Arthur "Whiting, for admission to one piano recital.

To Mr. Albert Conant, for twelve tickets to one of the Peter-

silea conservatory concerts.

To Mrs. Leavitt, of the W. C. T. U. committee, for twenty

tickets to the children's temperance festival.

To Miss Anna Dunlap, for six tickets to each of her two

concerts.

To Mr. J. F. Winch, for ten tickets to one concert.

II.— Acknoidedgments for Concerts given in our Hall.

For a series of recitals and concerts given from time to time

in the music hall of the institution, we are greatly indebted to

the following artists :

—

To Prof. Carl Baerman and Mrs. Clara Doria Rogers.

To Mr. S. B. Whitney, organist, Mrs. C. F. Topliffe, pianist,

Mr. G. B. Van Sanvoord, flutist, Mr. E. B. Marble, violinist,

and Mr. Arthur Stockbridge, cellist.

To Mr. Albert Meyers, assisted by Miss Annie C. Wester-

velt. Miss Nellie M. Moore, Mr. B. F. Hammond of Worcester,

Mr. Frank Douahoe, organist and pianist, and Mr. J. P. Leahy,

elocutionist.

To Mrs. Freeman Cobb, assisted by Miss Fannie Barnes, Miss

Hunneman, Mrs. Ella Cleveland Fenderson, Mr. Smith, and Dr.

Fenderson.

To Mr. Stark, assisted b}^ Mrs. Starkweather, Mrs. Scott

James, Mr. E. R. Eaton, Mr. George Buckmore, and Miss

Nason, reader.

To Mr. Clayton Johns, for a piano recital.

To Miss Woodward, for a lecture on Norwegian music, with

illustrations.

III.— Acknoidedgments for Lectures and Readings.

For various lectures, addresses and readings, our thanks are

due to the following friends : Miss Helen McGill, Ph.D., Mrs.
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Julia Ward Howe, Mr. F. H. Underwood, Samuel Eliot, LL.D.,

G. Stanle}^ Hall, Ph.D., W. D. Howells, Mr. R. W. Jamieson,

and others.

IV. — AcJcnoivledgments for Shells, Specimens, etc.

For a valuable collection of shells and specimens of various

kinds we are under lasting obligations to the Boston Natural

History Societ}', through its custodian, Prof. Alpheus Hyatt,

who has taken a kind interest in our little museum and has

shown his good will and friendliness towards the institution and

its beneficiaries in many ways.

Y.—Acknowledgments for Periodicals and Newspapers.

The editors and publishers of the following reviews, maga-

zines and semi-monthly and weekly papers, continue to be ver}'-

kind and liberal in sending us their publications gratuitously,

which are always cordially welcomed, and perused with

interest :

—

The N. E. Journal of Education,

The Atlantic,

Wide Awake,

Boston Home Journal,

Youth's Companion, .

The Christian, .

The Christian Register,

The Musical Record,

The Musical Herald, .

The Folio,

Littell's Living Age, .

Unitarian Review,

The Watchman,

The Golden Rule,

Ziou's Herald, .

The Missionar}' Herald,

Boston, Mass.
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The Salem Register, .... Salem, Mass.

The Century, .... Miv York, N. Y.

St. Nicholas, .... " »

The Christian Union, . .
" "

The Journal of Speculative Philosophy, " "

Journal of Health, . , . Dansville, N. Y.

Church's Musical Journal, . . Cincinnati, 0.

Goodson Gazette, Va. Inst, for Deaf-3Tutes and Blind.

Tablet, . . West Va. " '' " "

Companion, . 3Tiyinesota Institute for Deaf-Mutes.

II Mentore dei Ciechi, . . Florence, Italy.

I desire again to render the most hearty thanks, in behalf of

all our pupils, to the kind friends who have thus nobly remem-

bered them. The seeds which their friendly and generous atten-

tions have sown have fallen on no barren ground, but will

continue to bear fruit in after ^-ears ; and the memor}' of many

of these delightful and instructive occasions and valuable gifts

will be retained through life.

M. ANAGNOS.
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Certificate of the Auditing Committee.

Boston, Oct. 9, 1882.

The undersigned, a committee appointed to examine tlie accounts

of tlie treasurer of the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School

for the Blind, for the year ending Sept. 30, 1882, have attended to

that duty, and hereby certify that they find the payments properly

vouched and the accounts correctly cast, resulting in a balance of

eight thousand six hundred and forty dollars and twenty cents on

hand, deposited in the New England Trust Co.'to the credit of the

institution.

The treasurer also exhibited to us evidence of the following prop-

erty belonging to the institution.

A. T. FROTHINGHAM,
GEO. L. LOVETT,

Auditing Committee.

General Fund.

Notes secui'ed by mortgage,

30 shares Boston & Pmvidence R. R.,

60 shares Fitchburg R. R , .

Estate No. 11 Oxford street, Boston, .

2 Eastern R. R. bonds,

2 Cliicago, Burlington & Quincy bonds,

Harris Fund.

Notes secured by mortgage,

1 Boston & Lowell R. R. bond, .

3 Eastern R. R. bonds,....
3 Chicago, Milwaukee &«St. Paul R. R

bonds,

15 Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R. R
bonds,

Pi'inting Fund.

Notes secured by mortgage,

Temporary notes,

2 Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul R. R.

bonds, .......
5 Ottawa & Burlington R. R. bonds, .

5 Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council Bluffs

bonds,

10 Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R. R.,

$40,000 00

4,200 00

6,374 00

5,500 00

1,000 00

1,686 28

$61,000 00

1,000 00

3,000 00

3,000 00

12,732 08

$2,500 00

82,500 00

2,159 00

5,550 00

6,200 00

8,360 00

5,760 28

),732 08

107,269 00

$246,761 36
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DETAILED STATE^IENT OF
RECEIPTS.

TREASURER'S

Oct, 1. Balance on hand, ....
7. Interest on note, ....

15. Interest on note, ....
31. State of Massachusetts, .

Nov. 17. Discount on note, ....
25. Interest on Ottawa & Burlington R. R.

25. Sale of estate No. 11 Endicott street,

29. Interest on note, ....
Dec. 20. Boston & Providence R. R. dividend,

2-4. Interest on note, ....
Interest on New England Trust Co.,

Jan. 14. State of Massachusetts, .

25. Receipts from M. Anagnos, director, as per

following:—
Income of legacy to Laura Bridg-

man, ....
State of N. H., acc't B. F. Parker,

J. J. Mundo, account of daughter

W. D. Garrison, account of son,

J. R. Cocke, account of self, .

Sale of admission tickets.

Tuning,

P. Thatcher, acc't of Henry Boesch

J J. M'CafFerty, acc't of daughter

Gift of Sir Moses Montefiore, .

Receipts of woi-k department :

—

For month of October, $1,591 50

November, 1,164 44

December, 1,350 11

Sale of books acc't j^rinting dep't.

123,997 03

270 00

150 00

7,500 00

3G2 18

bonds 150 00

3,650 00

240 00

120 00

300 00

239 82

7,500 00

. $167 90

', 45 02

L-, 50 00

. 300 00

40 00

12 00

. 600 00

100 00

50 00

21 97

27. Interest on note,

30.

Amount carriedforward,

4,106 05

747 10

6,140 04

. 303 75

, 75 00

75 00

• 300 00

$51,372 82
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Amount broughtforward, $51,372 82
1883.

Jan. 30. Interest on note, 200 00
" " " 125 00
" " " 540 00

Feb. 6. Note collected, 5,000 00

Interest, 31 25

14. Interest on Kansas City, St Joseph & Coun-

cil Bluffs R. R. bonds, 175 00

Feb. 14. Interest on Milwaukee & St. Paul R. R.

bonds, 150 00

Interest on Boston[& Lowell R, R. bonds, , 25 00

28. Interest on note, 125 00

March 1. Eastern R. R. coupons, 270 00

Sale of note, 10,000 00

Interest on note, 687 50

Interest on note, 156 57

April 1. Discount on note, 155 56

3. State of Massachusetts, 7,500 00

5. Interest on Ottawa & Burlington R. R.

bonds, 150 00

20. Interest on note, 305 00

Estate of R. E. Apthorp, for i-ents col-

lected, 200 00

25. M. Anagnos, director, as per following :

—

Tuning, $590 00

Mrs. Knowlton, account of daughter, . 24 00

Sale of brooms, account of boys' shop, . 37 18

Admission fees, 55 47

Printing department, for boxes, etc., . 74 34

Income of legacy to Laura Bridgman, . 40 00

Sale of old junk etc., . . . .48 83

Receipts of work department:

—

For month of January, $1,119 99

February, 696 53

March, 890 50

2,707 02
Sale of books, acc't of printing de-

partment, 487 55

4,064 39

29. Interest on note, 270 00

Interest on note, 150 00
May 1. Boston & Providence R. R. dividend, . . 120 00

8. American printing house, for the

blind, Louisville, Ky., 581 25

Amount carriedforward, ..... f82,354 34
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Amount brought forward,
1882.

May 27. Interest on note,

30. " " " . .

July 1. " " " . .

6.

July 7. State of Massachusetts, .

13. Interest on Kansas City, St. Joseph & Coun

cil Bluffs R. R. bonds, .

15. " " Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R
R. bonds, ....

" " Boston & Lowell R. R. bonds.

July 25. Interest on note.

28 Payment of one-half mortgage note.

Interest on mortgage note,

Aug. 4. Interest on Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R
R. bonds,

Note collected,

M. Anagnos, director, as per following:

—

J. J. M'Cafferty,acc't of daughter, $50 00

F. A. Hosmer, account of son, . 300 00

J. R Cocke, account of self, . . 60 00

Tunings 300 00

Sale of soap-grease, . . • 31 24

Receipts of work depai*tment :

—

For month of April, $1,234 29

May, 1,322 53

June, 1,687 43

Sale of books, acc't of printing

dep't,

4,244 25

71 00

12. American printing house for the blind, Louis

ville, Ky.,

J. V. Apthorp, rents collected.

State of Connecticut for board and tuition of

beneficiaries,

Discount on note,

15. Interest on notes,

Amount carried forward, ....

582,354 34

240 00

99 40

300 00

200 00

125 00

540 00

7,500 00

175 00

150 00

25 00

300 00

75 00

75 00

9,000 00

810 00

200 00

10,000 00

5,056 49

85 75

250 00

4,300 00

228 75

303 13

22,392 86
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Aug-.

Sept

Amount brought forivard, $122,392 86

15. State of Vermont for board and tuition of

beneficiaries, 2,550 00

State of Rliode Island, board and tuition of

beneficiaries, 3,544: 00

State of Maine for board and tuition of bene-

ficiaries, 3,600 00

Notes collected, 15,000 00

12. Interest on Eastern R. R. bonds, ... 90 00

18. Interest on note, ...... 125 00

Discount on note, 300 00

26. Fitchburg R. R. dividends, .... 457 50

Notes collected, 10,000 00

Interest " 30 55

29. Note " 10,000 00

Discount on note, 362 19

30. State of New Hampshire for board and tui-

tion of beneficiaries, 3,620 00

Interest on note, 687 50

M. Anagnos, director, as per following:

—

Mrs. Knowlton account of daughter, $24 00

Tuning, 314 24

Sale of brooms, . . . . 23 36

Admission tickets, . . . . 27 96

Seating bench and tools, . . 23 55

Sale of old junk etc., ... 45 98

Printingdepartment, for maps, etc., 92 80

Receipts of work department :

—

For month of July, 1 1,697 26

August, 934 06

September, 1,992 22 4,623 54
Sale of books, acc't of printing de-

partment, 197 24

Subscriptions to printing fund,

5,372 67

61,296 00

$239,428 27

Analysis of Treasurer's Receipts.

The treasurer's account shows that the total receipts

for the year were .$239,428 27

Less cash on hand at the beginning of the year, . . 23,997 03

$215,431 24
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Ordinary Receipts.

From State of Massachusetts, . . .$30,000 00

beneficiaries of other states and indi-

viduals, 18,864 92

interest, coupons and rents, . . 12,570 65
[,435 57

Extraordinary Receipts.

From work department for sale of articles

made by the blind, etc., .

sale of embossed books, maps, etc.,

sale of real estate,

tuning,

sale of brooms at boys' shop,

sale of admission tickets, .

donation, .....
sale of bench and tools,

printing de]>artment, maps, boxes, etc.

sale of old junk, soaj)-grease, etc.,

notes,

subscriptions to printing fund, .

. $15,680 86

. 2,169 89

. 3,650 00

. 1,704 24

60 54

95 43

21 97

23 55

167 14

126 05

. 69,000 00

. 61,296 00
153,995 67

$215,431 24

General Analysis of Steward's Account.

Dr.

Receipts from auditors' drafts, General Acct., $65,281 61

Receipts from auditors' drafts, Printing, . 5,298 41

Less amount due steward Oct. 1, 1881,

Cr.

Ordinary expenses as per schedule annexed, $44,748 28

Extraordinary expenses as per schedule

annexed, ....... 18,389 76

Expenses of printing department, . . 5,276 16

Cash on hand. General Acct., . $958 56

Cash on hand, Printing Acct , . 22 25

5,414 20

980 81

$70,580 02

1,185 01

$69,395 01

),395 01
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Analysis of Expenditures for the Year ending Sept. 30, 1882,

AS PER Steward's Account.

Meat, 28,318 lbs., $3,057 33

Fish, 4,285 lbs., 242 87

Butter, 5,458 lbs., 1,918 62

Rice, sago, etc., 63 42

Bread, flour and meal, .... 1,273 82

Potatoes and other vegetables. 929 49

Fruit, 512 40

Milk, 21,516 qts , 1,371 13

Sugar, 7,343 lbs., 710 17

Tea and coffee, 610 lbs.. 201 25

Groceries, 907 33

Gas and oil, 487 13

Coal and wood, 2,192 12

Sundry articles of consumption, 111 61

Salaries, superintendence, and instruction, 15,685 12

Domestic wages, 4,137 00

Outside aid, . . *

.

253 49

Medicines and medical aid, . . .
" . 45 42

Furniture and bedding, .... 3,751 00

Clothing and mending, .... 20 30

Musical instruments, .... 443 38

Expenses of tuning department, . 756 38

Expenses of boys' shojo, .... 87 60

Expenses of stable, 180 33

Books, stationery and apparatus, . 1,493 62

Ordinary construction and repairs, 2,873 62

Taxes and insurance, 570 10

Travelling expenses, . . . . . 51 32

Rent of oflBce in town, . . . . . 250 00

Board of men and clerk during vacation. 79 00

Sundries, 101 91

$44,748 28^ ^"^

Extraordinary Expenses.

Extraordinary construction and repairs. 335 97

Bills to be refunded, 137 00
Beneficiaries of Harris Fund, 880 00

Lawyer's fees,.... 213 73
Expenses at Mechanics' Fair 75 00
Expenses of work department 16,748 06

18,389 76

$63,138 04
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Analtsis of Accounts of Printing Department.

Type 1313 98

Machinery, ^. ." 418 10

Labor, . . ., 1,331 67

Stock, 920 52

Electrotyping, 1,172 90

Binding, 922 70

Circulars, stationery, etc., 86 38

Travelling expenses, 109 91

$5,276 16

General Abstract of Account of the Work Department,
October 1st, 1882.

Liabilities.

Due to the institution for investments since

the first date,

Excess of expenditures over receipts.

Assets.

Stock on hand Oct. 1, 1882,

Debts due Oct. 1, 1882, .

43,657 87

1,067 20

$4,803 89

1,543 12

Balance against the work department, Oct. 1, 1882,

Balance against the work department, Oct. 1, 1881,

Less uncollectable bills from Dec. 6, 1878 to April 2, 1880,

charged off,

$44,725 07

6,347 01

$38,378 06

$38,378 06

37,205 32

$1,172 74

55 45

Cost of carrying on the work department for the year

ending Sept. 30, 1882, . $1,117 29

Cash received for sales during the year, . $15,680 86

Excess of expenditures over receipts, . 1,067 20
$16,748 06

Salaries and wages paid to blind people, $3,600 81

Salaries paid to seeing people, . . 2,445 79

Sundries for stock, etc., .... 10,701 46
$16,748 06
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Account of Stock, Oct. 1, 1882.

Real estate, $254,539 00

Railroad stock, 13,260 28

Notes, . 40,000 00

Harris fimd, 80,732 08

Printing fund, 107,269 00

Household furniture, * . . . 17,200 00

Provisions and supplies, 604 53

Wood and coal, 2,739 12

Stock in work department, 4,803 89

Musical department, viz.,

—

One large organ, $5,500 00

Four small organs, .... 750 00

Forty-five pianos, 11,000 00

Brass and reed instruments. 950 00

18,200 00

Books in printing office, .... . 8,100 00

Stereotype plates,
. 3,900 00

School furniture and apparatus. . 7,700 00

Musical library, ..... 600 00

Library of books in common type. 2,900 00

Library of books in raised type. 6,000 00

Boys' shop, 105 00

Stable and tools, 755 00

$569,407 90
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LIST OF SUBSCKIBERS TO FEINTING FUND.

Amount acknowledged in the last Report,

Moses Hunt,

A Bostonian, through C. P. Curtis, .

P. C. Brooks,

F., through S. G. SnelUng, .

B. S. Rotch,

F. R. Sears,

S. T. Morse,

'Mrs. B. L. Young, ....
Moses Hunt (final), .

R. T. Paine, Jr. (to be used as income),

A Friend, through S. G. S., .

Childi-en's Mission Society, North Adams,
A Lady, through R. E. Apthorp,

A. Nickerson, .....
J. L. Gardner, .....
James Sturgis,

R. H. Weld,

Mrs. E. F. Lang, sales of her blind daug
J. R. Coolidge,

F. W. Hunnewell, ....
INIrs. James Lawrence,

Geoi-ge W. A. Williams, .

Henry Lee, .....
G.S.Curtis,

Mrs. S. E. Guild (second donation),

Dr. David W. Cheever, .

Henry S. Shaw, ....
W. Endicott, Jr., ....
R. C. Greenleaf, ....
A Friend, through S. G. Snelling, .

Theodore Lyman, ....
Mrs. P. C. Brooks (to be used as income

C. W. Amory,

Mrs. Gardner Brewer,

H. B. Rogers,

hter' poems

$44,365 20

200 00

4,000 00

100 00

40 00

500 00

200 00

25 00

200 00

100 00

500 00

500 00

25 00

1,000 00

25 GO

300 00

50 00

25 00

10 60

50 00

100 00'

25 00

250 00

5,000 00

100 00

50 00

25 00

100 00

1,000 00

1,000 00

600 00

60 00

500 00

100 00

100 00

1,000 00

Amount carried forward. 52,115 70
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Amount brought forward,

Mrs. William Amory, ....
L. M. Stand ish,

Woburn Unitarian Sunday School, .

F. W. Palfrey,

C. J. White

Two Friends,

Seven Friends, in Randolph, .

A Friend,

J. B. Glover

Mrs. J. T. Coolidge,

F. C. Foster,

Two Friends,

G. M. W.,

A Friend, through S. G. S., .

G. A. Gardner,

Willard G. Gross,

A sincere Friend,

Mrs. B. W. Taggard

Miss Susan Weld, . . ...
F. C. Lowell,

Mrs. C. P. Curtis, Senior, . ...
A. Parker Browne, . .

C. C. J.,

Mrs. W. Appleton,

Mrs. P. C. Brooks (second donation to be used as

Mrs. M. R. Peabody,

John Richardson, . , . .

Friends, through Miss Cruft, .

Mrs. and Miss
,

Charles L. Young,
Mrs. J. F. Clarke

Miss Cora H. Clarke,

Mrs. William W. Warren, . • .

Miss E. F. Mason, ......
Miss Ida M. IMason,

Mrs. Sarah S. Fay (second subscription),

A Friend,

Mrs. Caroline Merriam, ....
W.

Mrs. A. W. Davis,

Mrs. M. B. Sigourney,

income),

;62,115 70

500 00

20 00

18 87

10 00

30 00

2 00

520 00

5 00

200 00

100 00

100 00

11 00

6 00

200 00

200 00

5 00

5 00

25 00

50 00

5 00

25 00

35 00

10 00

100 00

500 00

500 00

5 00

35 00

100 00

115 00

100 00

25 00

5 00

100 00

500 00

500 00

1,000 00

200 00

100 00

50 00

500 00

50 00

100 00

Amount carried forward. 3,782 57
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Amount brought forward,

W. D. Pickman,

Jona. French, .

J. C. Palfrey, .

R. A. & M. G., .

A Friend, through S. G. S

Samuel C. Cobb,

Three Friends, .

Mrs. J. H. Wolcott (second donation)

J. H. Weeks, .

S. W. Rodman,

.

A Friend, ...
S. E. and A., .

Miss Madelaine C. Mixter

Miss Helen K. Mixter,

Macullar, Parker & Co.,

A. T. Lyman, .

Mrs. Fred Sears, Jr.,

E. D. Peters, .

Delia D. Thorndike,

.

J. P. Bradlee, .

Miss Black,

G. N. Black, .

Nevins & Co., .

W. S. Eaton, .

J. C. Ropes,

T. Lyman,
Mrs. Isaac Sweetser,.

E. Whitney,

Mrs. W. E. Coffin, .

Francis Andrews,

Mrs. G. R. Minot,

Mrs. David Sears, .

M. D.. and J. P. Spaulding,

J. N. B., .

Oliver Ames,

Mrs. Elisha Atkins, .

C. E. Ware,

A Friend, through S. G. S

Miss A. D. Torrey, .

Mrs. Charles Webb Howard, California,

James H. Blake,

Mrs. J. I. Bowditch,

George P. Denny,

Amount cat-ried forivard,

$68,782 67

600 00

100 00

60 00

60 00

250 00

60 00

3 00

300 00

25 00

50 00

50 00

10 00

250 00

250 00

250 00

50 00

25 00

26 00

60 00

100 00

100 00

600 00

1,000 00

100 00

50 00

50 00

300 00

500 00

50 00

25 00

25 00

50 00

1,000 00

5 00

250 00

300 00

100 00

50 00

50 00

250 00

100 00

200 00

100 00

5,376 67
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Amount brought fonvard,

J. W. Wheelwright,

S. Johnson,

M. C. Ferris, .

H. C. Grant, .

Mrs. Caroline Merriam, .

Charles Merriam,

John Pickett, Beverly,

Rev. Frederick Frothingham,

Geoi-ge G. Lowell, .

Mrs. C. H. Joy,

Mrs. Theodore Chase,

R. E. Robbins, .

Miss A. G. Thayer, .

Rev. J. H. Means,

S. G. Deblois, .

A. T. Perkins, .

Mrs. A. Hemenway, Jr., .

Mrs. S. Piper, .

W. T. Piper, .

Anonymous,

R.,

Mrs. W. F. Gary,

Mrs. F. A. Brooks, .

Miss Susan I. Linzee,

W. T. Glidden, .

S. R Payson, . . . •

Mrs. S. Cabot, Sen.,.

J. M. Prendergast, .

Mrs. Walter Baker, .

Miss S. F. King,

Mrs. King, Attleboi'o',

A. J. Templin, .

H. B. Cross,

A. B. T. Myers,

Mrs. E. Pickering, .

Thomas Mack,

J. H. Sturgis, .

Stephen Salisbury, Worcester,

B. P. Cheney, .

B. Schlesinger,

J. L. Little,

Miss C. A. Brewer, .

Sebastian B. Schlesinger,

;'6,375 57

60 00

200 00

60 00

10 00

50 00

100 00

200 00

1,000 00

50 00

500 00

20 00

500 00

600 00

26 00

25 00

50 00

200 00

6 00

6 00

10 00

1 00

200 00

50 00

100 00

100 00

600 00

200 00

60 00

300 00

10 00

5 00

1 00

1 00

5 00

6 00

100 00

50 00

3,000 00

1,000 00

200 00

500 00

100 00

25 00

Amount carried forward, 3,428 57
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Amount brought forward,

Mrs. F G. Willard, .
[ '\

. $8G,428 57

25 00

Hon. W. W. Hoppin, Providence,

A. B. Arnold,

35 38

25 00

D. R. Brown, 5 00

Two Friends in Boston, . 100 00

Mrs. Helena M. Kent, 100 00

A. G. Weeks, .... 200 00

S E. Peabody

H.M.Whitney,
Easter collection in Trinity church,

200 00

200 00

20 00

Mrs. H. H. Fay,

Alexander Cochrane,

60 00

250 00

H.A.Whitney,

H. C. Lodge, . . . .

100 00

100 00

F. L. Ames, ....
E. H. Baker, . . . .

1,000 GO

100 00

C. U. Cotting, .... 200 00

J. F. Osgood, .... 200 00

Mrs. Wm. F. Weld (last thousand to

A Friend,

mak e up $100,000) 1,000 00

50 00

G. Higginson, ....
Isaac Thacher,.... 500 00

100 00

Mrs. F. H. Bradlee, . 100 00

K. W. Sears, .... 100 00

S. W. Marston, 250 00

F. H. Bradlee 100 00

Joseph Burnett,

Mrs C. H. Joy,

J. A Beebe, ....
100 00

500 00

50 00

J. W. Linzee,

Cash,

50 00

50 00

W. S. C, 250 00

C. F. Shiramin,

H. B. Rogers ($5,000 in al

W. Endicott, Jr. ($5,000 i

C. W. Galloupe,

A. Glover,

J. N. Fiske,

1), .

1 all).

25 00

2,000 00

4,000 00

100 00

100 00

100 00

Through W. F. Apthorp,

Mrs. G. W. Hamnaond,

100 00

10 00

Mrs. S. A. Miller, . 5 00

S. Weaver, 5 00

L. A. Tillinghast, 5 00

Amoujit carried forward, )S,988 95
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Amount brought forward,

T. Little,

Joshua Gray,

B. F. Gilman, .

W. C. Cabot, .

Mrs. Robert Swan, .

Providence, R
Cash, through Mr. Howard,

J. H. and J. Chace, .

Henry W. Gardner, .

Rt. Rev. Thomas M. Clark,

Jacob Bunnell,

A. D. Lockwood,

James Boyce,

T. P. I. Goddard, .

Mr. and Mrs. William Gammell,

A Friend, ....
A. H. Okie,

A. O. Bourn,

Miss A. G. Beckwith,

Cash, ....
Hon. Wm. S. Hayward, .

Fitz James Rice,

William Goddard, .

S. S. Sprague, .

Mrs. E. A. ShejDard, .

James Coats, .

Rowland Hazard,

D. Goff & Sons,

Miss Caroline Richmond,

Joseph A. Barker,

Callender, McAuslan & Troup

Hon. Henry Howard,

Edwin Barrows,

Mr. and Mrs. Henry G. Russell

Mrs. Anna A. Ives, .

S. H. Greene & Sons,

Daniel E. Day, .

Henry L. Kendall, .

Fred I. INIarcy, .

W. F. Sayles, .

R. Sherman,

Geo. W. Dart, .

Amount carried forward.

$98,988 95

1 25

2 00

2 00

100 00

20 00

10 00

100 00

50 00

20 00

100 00

100 00

20 00

200 00

1,000 00

50 00

10 00

25 00

60 00

102 00

100 00

100 00

250 00

100 00

200 00

300 00

200 00

200 00

20 00

50 00

100 00

25 00

5 00

300 00

200 00

100 00

100 00

50 00

50 00

100 00

10 00

10 00

$103,521 20
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Amount brought forward, $103,521 20

Mrs. J. C. Brown, .... 50 00

A Friend, 60 00

Hon. A. C. Howard,.... 100 00

Miss Julia Bullock, .... 100 00

Whitford, Aldrich & Co., 25 00

L. Sharpe, 50 00

Hiram B. Aylesvvorth, 25 00

Fannie Kimball (collected from friends) 15 00

Free Religious School, 5 00

Mrs. Col. William Earle, 10 00

William Grosvenor, 50 00

Mrs. T. Beckwith 25 00

Benjamin F. Greene, 100 00

D. G. Littlefield, .... 50 00

L. B. Darling, 25 00

John A. Adams, .... 25 00

H.H.Thomas, 25 00

H. N. Slater, Jr., .... 25 00

L. B. Mason, , 50 00

Augustus Woodbury, . . . . 10 00

Rev. C. A. L. Richards, . 20 00

William Binney, .... 25 00

Edward Jollie, .... 10 00

Emily Waterman, .... 20 00

D. C. Jenckes, 10 00

George H. Corliss, .... 300 00

James J. Bundy .... 25 00

J. A. McCloy, . ... 25 00

Mrs. Sarah Pottei-, .... 25 00

AVillard Manchester, 5 00

Walter H. Manchester, 5 00

C. D. Wiggin, 5 00

C. A. Darling, 5 00

S. N. Smith, 5 00

J. S. Hudson, 5 00

J. E. Sturdy, 5 00

W. H. Fenner, 5 00

Kuowles, Anthony & Danielson, 100 00

Cash, 98 00

A Friend, 2 00

George L. Claflin & Co., ... 25 00

F. C. Sayles, 100 00

Benj. F. Thurston, .... 25 00

Amount carried forward. 1105,186 20
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AmotinL brought forward,

George Owen, .

Potter & Bnffington,

Rt. Rev. Thomas F. Hendvicken,

Charles H. George, .

E. P. Chapin, .

Charles E. Carpenter,

Hon. Henry Lippitt,

Henry J. Steere,

J. T. Snow,

A. L. Calder,

A. B. Gardiner,

W. B. Wightmau,
Mrs. M. A. Turner,

A. B. McCrillis,

G. W. Ladd,

John A. Brown,

Jesse Metcalf,

E. H. Brown,
F. M. Ballou, .

L. K. J., .

H. B. M., .

John S. Palmer,

Mrs. T. J. Hill,

George M. Turner,

A. B. Hawes,

Amos R. Turner,

Mrs. W. H. H. Brayman,

Mrs. N. B. Horton,

C. Wiggin,

J. C. Nichols, .

James T. Bower,

Sadie E. Bower,

Russell Vaughn,

J. C. Ellis,

S. B. Wickes, .

H. Phinney,

J. H. Eldredge,

Mrs. W. H. Cornell,

Samuel P. Colt,

Isaac Lindsley<

B. B. Edmands,

L. D. C, .

S. H. Tingley, .

Mrs. Fielden and Miss Chace's school,

$105,186 20

25 00

25 00

25 00

25 00

25 00

50 00

200 00

100 00

10 00

10 00

5 00

25 00

25 00

10 00

15 00

25 00

25 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

10 00

25 00

50 00

10 00

10 00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

25 00

2 00

5 00

5 00

25 00

26 00

$106,069 20
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LIST OF EMBOSSED BOOKS,

Printed at the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind.

TITLE OF BOOK.
^ o

=• a

c >

Howe's Cyclopa3dia, ....
Baxter's Call,

Book of Proverbs,
Book of Psalms,
New Testament,
Book of Common Prayer,

Hymns fol* the Blind, ....
Pilgrim's Progress, ....
Life of Melanehthon, ....
Natural Theology,
Combe's Constitution of Man,
Selections from the AVorks of Swedenborg,
Second Table of Logarithms,
Philosophy of Natural History,

Huxley's Science Primei's, Introductory,

Memoir of Dr. Samuel G. Howe, .

Cutter's Anatomy, Physiology and Hygiene,
Viri Romre, new edition with additions.

Musical Characters used by the seeing,

Guyot's Geography, ....
Scribner's Geographical Reader, u

Dickens's Child's History of England, .

Anderson's History of the United States,

Higginson's Young Folks' History of the United States

Schmitz's History of Greece, .

Schmitz's Hi.story of Rome, .

Freeman's History of Europe,
An Account of the Most Celebrated Diamonds,
Extracts from British and American Literature,

American Prose,

Hawthorne's Tanglewood Tales, .

Dickens's Old Curiosity Shop,
Dickens's Christmas Carol, with extracts from Pickwick
Goldsmith's Vicar of Waketield, . . .

George Eliot's Silas Marnei% ....
Biographical Sketch of George Eliot, .

Milton's Paradise Lost,

Polie's Essay on Man and other Poems,
Shaksjieare's Hamlet and Julius Ca?sar,

Byron's Hebrew Melodies and Childe Harold,

Tennyson's In Memoriam and other Poems, .

Longfellow's Evangeline, . .

Longfellow's Evangeline and other Poems, .

Whittier's Poems,
Lowell's Poems,
Bryant's Poems,
Longfellow's Birthday, by J. R. Anagnos,
Commemoration Ode, by H, W. Stratton,

U 00
50
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00

3 00
3 00
2 00
3 00
3 00
2 00

35
4 00
2 50
3 00
2 50
3 50
3 00
2 50
2 50

50
3 00

00
00
00
00
00

3 50
25

3 00
3 00

25
10
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LIST OF EMBOSSED BOOKS,

Printed at the PerJdns Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind.

TITLE OF BOOK.

JUVENILE BOOKS.

An Eclectic Primer,
Child's First Book, .

Child's Second Book,
Child's Third Book,
Child's Fourth Book,
Child's Fifth Book, .

Child's Sixth Book,
Child's Seventh Book,
Youth's Library, vol. 1st,

Youth's Library,

Youth's Library,

Youth's Library,

Youth's Library,

Youth's Library,

Youth's Lilirary,

2d,

3d,.

4th,

5th,

6th,

7th,

Children's Fairy Book, by M. Anagnos,
Andersen's Stories and Tales,

Eliot's Six Arabian Nights,

Lodge's Twelve Popular Tales,

p. a

40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
50
00

3 00
2 00

N.B. The prices in the above list are set down per volume, not per set.
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LIST OF APPLIANCES AND TANGIBLE APPARATUS

Made at the Perkins Insliiulion and Massachusetts Schoolfor the Blind.

Geography.

I. — Wall-Maps.

1. The Hemispheres,....
2. United States, Mexico and Canada,

3. North America, ....
4. South America, ....
5. Europe,

6. Asia,

7. Africa,

8. The World on Mei'cator's Projection,

Each §35, or the set, $28

II.— Dissected Maps.

size, 42 by 52 inches.

size, 30 by 36 inches.1. Eastern Hemisphere,

2. Western Hemisphere,

3. North America,

4. United States,

5. South America,

6. Europe, .

7. Asia,

8. Africa, .

Each §23, or the set, $184.

These maps are considered, in point of workmanship, accuracy and

distinctness of outline, durability and beaut}', far supei-ior to all thus

far made in Europe or in this country.

" The New England Journal of Education " says, " They are very

strong, present a fine, bright surface, and are an ornament to any

school-room."
III.

—

Pi7i-Maps..

Cushions for pin-maps and diagrams, .... each, $0 75

Arithmetic.

Ciphering-boards made of brass strips, nickel-plated,

Ciphering-types, nickel-plated, per hundred, .

Writing.

Grooved writing-cards,

Braille tablets, with metallic bed.

Braille French tablets, with cloth bed.

Braille new tablets, with cloth bed, .

Braille Daisy tablets.

each. $4 25
"

1 00

each. $0 10
"

1 50
"

1 00
(1

1 00
" 5 00
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TERMS OF ADMISSION.

" Candidates for admission must be over nine and under nineteen

years of age, and none others sliall be admitted." — Extract from the

by-laws.

Blind children and youth between the ages above pre-

scribed and of sound mind and good moral character, can

be admitted to the school by paying $300 per annum.

Those among them who belong to the State of Massachu-

setts and whose parents or guardians are not able to pay

the whole or a portion of this sum, can be admitted

gratuitously by application to the governor for a warrant.

The following is a good form, though any other will

do:—
" To His Excellency the Governor.

" Sir,— My son (or daughter, or nephew, or niece, as the case may
be), named , and aged , cannot be instructed in the common
schools, for want of sight. I am unable to pay for the tuition at the

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the Blind, and I

request that your Excellency will give a wai'rant for free admission.

Very respectfully, ."

The application may be made by any relation or friend,

if the parents are dead or absent.

It should be accompanied by a certificate, signed by

some regular physician, in this form :
—

" I certify, that, in my opinion, has not sufficient vision to

be taught in common schools ; and that he is free from epilepsy, and

from any contagious disease.

(Signed) ."

These papers should be done up together, and forwarded

to the Director of the Institution for the Blind,

South Boston, Mass.
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Blind children and youth residing in Maine, New
Hampshire, Vermont, Connecticut and Rhode Island, by

applying as above to the Governor, or the " Secretary of

State," in their respective States can obtain warrants for

free admission.

The sum of $300 above specified coverj all expenses

(except for clothing), namely, board, lodging, washing,

tuition, and the use of books and musical instruments.

The pupils must furnish their own clothing, and pay their

own fares to and from the institution.

An obligation will be required from some responsible

persons, that the pupils shall be kept properly supplied

with decent clothing, shall be provided for during vaca-

tions, and shall be removed, without expense to the insti-

tution, whenever it may be desiral)le to discharge him.

The usual period of tuition is from five to seven years.

The friends of the pupils can visit them whenever they

choose.

The use of tobacco, either in smoking or otherwise, is

strictly prohibited in the institution.

Persons applying for admission of children must fill out

certain blanks, copies of which will be forwarded to any

address on application.

For further information address M. Anagnos, Director

Perkins Institution for the Blind, South Boston

^

Mass,
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FIFTIETH ANNIVERSAEY

^Erfefns Enstttutfon anti fflassacfiusetts Scf)acil for t^e Blt'nlJ.

It was in the summer of 1832 that Dr. Howe first

gathered, in his father's house, on Pleasant street, the little

group of six children with which he commenced the enter-

prise which, under his paternal care, developed into the

Perkins Institution and Massachusetts School for the

Blind. It was thought fitting, therefore, that this fiftieth

anniversary should be especially and publicly celebrated,

and that this celebration should be held in connection with

the commencement exercises of the school. The following

circular was therefore issued :

—

Perkins Institution and Mass. School for the Blind,

Boston, May 23, 1882.

In accordance with a vote passed at the last annual meeting

of the corporation of this institution, the semi-centennial anniver-

sary of the establishment, together with the commencement

exercises of the school, will be held at Tremont Temple, on

Tuesday, June 13, at 3 p. m. His Excellenc}' Governor Long

has kindly consented to preside, and most of the chief magis-

trates and some of the maj-ors and eminent citizens of New
England have expressed the intention of attending the exer-

cises. Col. T. W. Hiooluson will sive an address.
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You are most cordially iuvited to honor the occasion with j^our

presence, and witness the performances, which will be to some

extent indicative of the character of the work accomplished

during the last fifty 3'ears for the amelioration of the condition

of the blind, and their elevation in the scale of humanit}-.

John S. Dwight,

Samuel M. Quixcy,

WlLMAM F. ApTHORP,

Committee of Arrangements.

Similar notices and paragraphs calling attention to it

were published in most of the Boston journals and in some

others. Tickets of admission were printed in raised type

in the printing office of the institution, and, accompa-

nied by the following programme of exercises, were sent

by order of the committee to former pupils, to members

of the corporation, and to benefactors and friends of the

institution. Others wishing to attend could obtain tickets

by application to the director.
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SEMI-CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY
AND COMMENCEMENT EXEECISES OF THE

Perkins Knstitutiau antJ fHassacl^usctts Sdjaol for tfje ISUntt,

TREMONT TEMPLE,

Tuesday, June 13, at 3 o'clock, P. M.

Doors open at 2.30 o'clock,

HIS EXCELLENCY GOV. LONG PRESIDING.

ADDRESS BY COL. T. AV. IIIGGINSON.

PART I.

1. Operatic Selections by the Band.

2. Introductory Remarks by . . His Excellency Gov. Long.

3. Address, Col. T. W. Higginson,

4. Aria, — "The trumpet shall sound" (with trumpet obligato),

from the Messiah (Handel), . . Wm. B. Hammond.
5. Essay,— "History,". . . . Miss Jennie M. Colby.

6. Commemoration Ode, .... Heniy W. Stratton.

7. Piano Solo,— Polonaise, opus 53 {Chopin), Miss C. A. Heine
• 8. Essay,— " Telegraphy " (illust'd by apparatus), Wm. C. Bolles.

9. Declamation,— " The Present Age " {Channing),

Henry B. Thomas.

10. Solo for'Alto Horn, Swiss Air and Variations, Arr. by B. F. Bent,

Christopher A. Howland.

11. Essay, — "Literature," .... Henry E. Boesch.

12. Reading by touch, .... Second Class of Girls.

13. Chorus for Female Voices,— " The Psalm of Life," (PinsiUi.)

FART II.

1. Poem, — " An Old Enterprise," by . . . Mrs. Anagnos.

2. Exercise in Geography, Little Boys.

3. Military Drill and Gymnastics.

4. Fantasie for Cornet (CMStoue Rosarie), . . J. R. Lucier

5. Essay, — "Energy," . . . Miss Lenna D. Swinerton.

6. Kindergarten Exercise, Little Girls.

7. Valedictory, Wm. B. Hammond.
8. Chorus, — a, " Ave Verum," {Mozart.)

b, " Receive the May with Blossoms," {Franz.)

9. Award of Diplomas by . . . . Dr. Samuel Eliot.

10. Band,— March, {J. R. Lucier.)
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There was a very great demand for tickets. The day was

beautiful, cool and clear, and an eager crowd awaited the

opening of the doors. Quite a number of persons endeav-

ored to enter without tickets, and were greatly disap-

pointed to find that even the offer of payment would not

secure them admission. The auditorium and balconies

contained a very large assembly, — large not only in

numbers, but in its representation of the best culture,

refinement and wealth of the city and its suburbs.

The platform was occupied by the pupils of the school, the

teachers, trustees and a few invited guests. The tasteful

grouping of the pupils and the bright dresses of the little

girls made it a very attractive scene, and'^the presence of

Laura Bridgman, who was seated among the teachers,

greatly enhanced its interest.

Mr. John S. Dwight, chairman of the committee of

arrangements, opened the meeting, expressing his regret

at having to announce a double disappointment. Governor

Long, who had expected to preside, being unavoidably

absent in Maine, whither he had gone to take a much-

needed rest ; and Col, T. W. Iligginson, who was to have

delivered the address, being prevented from attending by

a relapse of his recent severe illness. As a substitute for

both, Mr. Dwight said that he knew he should name a

most acceptable gentleman in the person of Dr. Samuel

Eliot. This announcement was very cordially received,

for the warm personal interest of Dr. Eliot in the school

renders him its best reiDresentative to the public. On

taking the chair. Dr. Eliot said, " No words are needed

from my lips to tell you wiiat the work is that is accom-

plished by the school. What the pupils do will be the

best comment on the institution."
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A medley of operatic selections was then performed

very creditably by the band, after which Dr. Eliot

addressed the audience as follows :

—

Address of Samuel Eliot, LL.D.

Members and Friends of the Institution :

"We celebrate our semi-centennial at this time because the

first pupils of the school were gathered, half a century ago, in

1832. We might have celebrated it last year, for it was then

fifty years from the appointment of Dr. Howe as director. If it

is true that the teacher qpakes the school. Dr. Howe made this

school. He brought to it in 1831, and he gave it in every suc-

ceeding year until his death, all the energy, all the aspiration

which belonged to him ; he formed its character from the first,

and trained not only its pupils, but its teachers ; nor these alone,

but its trustees, its benefactors, the very community, in a wise

understanding of the blind— their powers, their desires, their

destinies. He did not lay the actual foundations, but he built

upon them almost immediatefy after the}' were laid, and it is

his design, the idea which he conceived and graduall}' executed,

which w^e see and for which we are grateful toda}^ Not to legis-

lation or incorporation, not to an}' conventional organization

does an institution like this owe its life, but to the heads and

hearts of living men and women. They breathe into it, and it

breathes ; they live for it, and it lives. Our organization dates

from 1829, when the founders of the school obtained an act of

incorporation from the Massachusetts legislature. But that was

not the year when the school was really born, and its fiftieth

anniversary passed without commemoration. Then the work of

the institution was proposed. In 1832 it was begun.

The first to conceive this work, now reaching its half century,

was John D. Fisher. While pursuing his medical studies in

Paris, he had been much interested in the education of the blind in

that cit}', and what was done there he believed might be done here.

It seems simple enough to us, but it must have seemed difficult

to him, to induce Boston, then a place of comparatively limited

resources, to follow the example of the great capital, and he but

a young man just entering on a profession which claimed his

time and strength as its own. He was brave, however, as well

as benevolent, and went on from one man to another until he had
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persuaded a sufflcieut number of his fellow-citizens to hold a

formal meeting, and to take the steps which resulted in the

incorporation of the institution. He did more/far more than this.

He found Dr. Howe, engaged him in the service which he could

not undertake himself and made it certain as anj'thing earthly

can be, that the institution wotild be a reality. Dr. Fisher will

alwa3's be remembered as our f -under. He was one of the first

trustees, and continued to promote the work which he had

started. But in prombting it he was one of many ; in starting

it he was alone. Let some, at least, of the recollections which

this day stirs centre in him and renew our sense of his high-

minded devotion.

The first president of the corporation was Jonathan Phillips,

a name for many 3-ears before and after synonj-mous with public

spirit. He gave of his Avealth, and better still, of his wisdom, to

the cause of the blind, as he was wont to give to every good

cause . of his time. He was a very close friend of Channing,

who not only loved him, but leaned upon him. " That noble

intellect," wrote the great preacher, " was made for a world of

light, that noble heart, for a societ}' of truth and honor." It

was fortunate, indeed, for this institution to find such a man to

preside over its infancj^, and we can believe without an^- effort

that our histor}' would have been a different one but for Jonathan

Phillips. Let him, too, be reverently remembered at this hour.

Among the first trustees was a man now of world-wide fame,

but then known to few beyond his own circle here,— William H.

Prescott. He had a personal interest in the blind, being half

blind himself, sometimes unable to use his eyes at all, and

always subject to painful restrictions with regard to them. His

most important service to this institution appears to have been

an article of his writing in the " North American Review" for

July, 1830. He wrote not merelj- to show the need of a school

for the blind and the imperative dut}- of the communit}- to supply

it, but yet more to make that duty a hopeful one. The prevail-

ing sentiment concerning the blind, even among their well-

wishers, was compassion rather than confidence : thej- were a

sorely aflflicted class who could do little or nothing for themselves,

and must depend upon the charitable care of those around them.

Our trustee spoke in a very different tone. He pointed out the

compensations of the blind, showed how their mental grasp

might be strengthened bj- their infirmity, how memory and
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reflection might be developed in a life of thought unbroken by

the sights which often distract the minds of the seeing. This

was an inspiring view. It opened new hopes to the blind and to

their friends. It led those about them to trust in their capacity

for independence, in their abilit}' to support themselves, nay, in

their ability to support others ; and from that day to this there

has been no brighter thought in all the thinking about them.

No one can undervalue Prescott's histories. The}' have glorified

the name of his country as well as his own name. But were he

here to choose between them and the article which gave fresh

spirit to the blind and their friends, he would have reason to be

prouder of the article.

Not long after the earliest pupils were taken under instruction,

the women of Essex county were moved to assist them, and a

fair held in Salem in the early part of 1833 secured nearly three

thousand dollars. Their example was followed by the women of

Boston and the neighborhood, whose fair in Faneuil Hall brought

eleven thousand dollars and upwards to the treasury'. The result

in sympathy was worth far more. Thomas Handasyd Pei'kins

took the lead in expressing what was in man}- hearts, and gave his

mansion, valued at twent^'-five thousand dollars, on condition

that an equal amount in monej' should be contributed by others.

The subscription proved not only equal to, but double the sum
proposed. Thus in a few months about a hundred thousand dol-

lars was bestowed upon the school, and more than a hundred

thousand friends were led to interest themselves in its welfare.

The poet says, " 'Tis always morning somewhere in the world,"

and it was evidently morning in our institution in the 3-ear 1833.

The day which began so brightly has never been overcast. Its

light has gone on increasing towards the noon, and as it has

spread over earth and sk}', and filled new spaces with its lustre,

it has been reflected by hundreds of sightless ej'es. Of the inner

life into which this illumination has penetrated, of the minds that

have been expanded, of the souls that have been uplifted under

its deep-reaching influence, the stor}' has been written in heaven.

In face of such a record as this, without attempting to make
it fuller, we may well be thankful to keep our anniversar}'. We
do not keep it for the sake of the past alone, but for that of the

future. This semi-centennial year has witnessed the completion

of the noblest subscription yet made in behalf of the institution

and its constituencj'. One hundred thousand dollars have been
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given to the Howe Memorial Printing Fund, and from tliis, as

from a living fonntain, a rich stream of literature for the Wind

will flow on to the generations 3'et to be. Books which the

blind read with little less facility than we with eyes can show in

our reading, will now be multiplied. Libraries will grow up

here and everywhere to minister to the intellectual and moral

growth of those who have long been waiting for them ; and not

the blind only, but their seeing neighbors, will rejoice in the

abundant harvest.

Nothing done here but bears fruit elsewhere. The opening

of this institution was a blessing felt far bej'ond its borders.

Its example was followed in other states, and even in other

countries ; and many a blind man and woman besides those edu-

cated in our school owe their education indirect!}- to it, and

have cause to count its existence a benefit to them. So it will

be with our printing fund, so with every good thing that can be

grafted on our stock ; it will all tell, and wide as the world of

the blind will be the effect of each new movement in their behalf

originating here. Let us never doubt that our school is capable

of doing more for the blind than even the generous name of

Massachusetts can fully cover. Let us never cease to hope,

and, as far as in us lies, to exert ourselves, that the promise of

the last fifty years may be fulfilled in the next fifty, so that

when the full centennial anniversary shall come, it may be

greeted with heartfelt joy by the children and the children's

children who rise up to call this institution doubly blessed.

At the close of the address, Handel's aria, "The
trumpet shall sound," was sung by Wm. B. Hammond,

with trumpet obligate, and was greeted with hearty ap-

plause. It was followed by an essay on " History," which

was commended for terseness of phrase, and for the clear

and forcible manner in which it was read by the authoress,

Jennie M. Colby. Mr. H. W. Stratton then read from

his embossed manuscript the following—
COMMEMORATION ODE.

For him to whose large heart each noble cause

A potent magnet proved,

Whose deeds to yet re-echoing applause,

The soul of nations moved, —
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For liim toda}- strong beats our pulse of love.

A patli he slowly- oped

That led from depths of gloom to light above
;

With trials well he coped.

They ne'er his hope or might of will could foil,

Nor patience could consume.

What jo}' he felt when burst his bud of toil

Full into triumph's bloom !

What mines of bliss on us hath he bestowed !

His key of sympalh}'

The garden gates of knowledge oped, and showed

The realm within, where we

Now roam and pluck the choicest flowers and fruits,

Or quench from founts of lore

Our thirst, or anah'ze thought's deepest roots.

Drawn forth from learning's store.

And while amid these fragrant walks of truth.

Another boon is ours,—
The teaching of that golden-sandalled youth,

Which to us yieldeth powers

To run existence's race and gain a goal

That equalleth in worth

The highest aim of an}^ artist soul.

Not all, howe'er, is mirth,

Although we joyful dwell 'mid Pleasure's bowers

And gardens of delight.

Though compensation's law doth make the hours

Wing quickly on their flight.

Care's lash on us inflicts as fierce a sting

As on all other lives
;

In us the knife of mental suflfering

Its blade regardless drives
;

Affliction and true happiness do not

Necessit}- obey.

And ride in friendship's golden chariot

Along life's rugged wa}'.

Not few are they who foolishly suppose

Felicit}' is chief

Companion of our days. We sa}- to those,
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Though known to us is grief,

Whate'er the storms that faith doth bring upon

Life's billow}^ expanse,

Contentment's ever ready galleon

A vo^'age of safety grants.

Our sips from labor's cup, indeed, ar'e few,

But nourishment the}' yield
;

From countless scenes are w^e deprived, 'tis true
;

But hope doth ever wield

Within our breasts her sceptre. Time's fast wheel

With new work e'er is fraught,

Which w^e shall find. Our precious books reveal

The soaring wing of thought.

Ah ! when, upon our fingers, shall we cease

To number their amount?

Oh, ma}' the years to come, their sum increase

Beyond the power to count

!

From seeds our patron sowed so long ago,

That climbed progression's path.

Whose steep, full well all enterprises know,

A goodl}' harvest hath

By us been reaped of golden knowledge-sheaves.

Which we have gathered fast

In Memory's bands. His work today receives

An impulse ne'er surpassed.

Upon whose chord of influence ma}' deeds

Of future years be strung.

Our name depends on how each nature heeds

Its acts and careless tongue
;

All words and deeds form fabrics which the loom

Of time relentless weaves
;

From these the world of thought within its womb
Opinions soon conceives,

And reputation thereupon is based.

It thus behooveth each

To be 'neath caution's willing wing well placed.

For she doth wisdom teach.
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Let us present Minerva with the ke}'

That opes the treasure-room,

—

The thought-filled chambers of the mind ; for she,

As weaver to the loom,

Will feed it with our wisest words and waj-s
;

And thus the light of fame

Won by our peerless school shall brighter blaze.

The fabric of a name

Unsullied, pure, may all who in it move

Bequeath, and, year by year,

More worthy of its founder shall it prove,

And grow to us more dear.

And when our barks the future's tide shall sweep

Afar from this loved home,

The cable of remembrance then will keep

It near, where'er we roam.

For all whose generous gifts afford us aid,

Within our hearts and lives

The green of gratitude can never fade,

And ne'er oblivion's gyves

Their names, when tombed in ages, shall surround
;

But shining in the scroll

Of love for fellow-men shall the}' be found,

—

All time shall them extol.

To those who wisely guide the helm of this

The flagship of our fleet,

We who have known their care and s^^rapathies,

Our thanks can ne'er complete.

To ye whose work completion doth await

Within our honored walls,

To all our class in every land and state.

The smiling future calls

To add fresh fuel to the glowing flame

Of our desire to press

Upon the paths of knowledge, art and fame.

And capture proud success !

That flame doth generate the steam of will,

Which turns progression's wheels

Upon the track of life. The eye of skill

Each danger-sign reveals.
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Then let us on, and destinations reach

Of moral excellence,

As well as other aims of worth : ma}' each

Heed well experience.

Our efforts let cooperation guide
;

The}' who would wed Success

Must woo her well with energies allied

E'er she will answer— yes.

From out the zenith of the firmament

Of our advancing cause,

Hope's sun a disk refulgent doth present,

Whose shining- ne'er will pause
;

Nor 'neath the horizon of doubt shall sink

That orb which lights our wa}'.

Eel^-ing in the Guide divine, we link

Our hearts and lives for aye.

The piano solo (Chopin's Polonaise, Opus 53) which fol-

lowed, was so finely executed by Miss Constance A. Heine

that it won a most enthusiastic encore, to which the young

lacly responded. Commenting upon this performance, the

musical critic of one of our journals remarks that it was

played " with a really artistic comprehension of its mean-

ing," adding, " The shading of this pianist is excellent,

and she has a brilliancy of execution which is, under the

circumstances, marvellous."

The essay on " Telegraphy," by Wm. C. Bolles, which

he illustrated by the use of apparatus, giving as a speci-

men the first despatch ever transmitted, " What hath God

wrought?" was listened to with marked attention. It

was followed by a declamation, "The Present Age," de-

livered in a very creditable manner by Henry B. Thomas ;

after which Christopher Howland played an alto horn

solo, " Swiss Air and variations," which was critically

described as being "in every respect a fine performance."

Henry E. Boesch then gave a thoughtful essay on



1882.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27. 125

"Literature," which was favorably received; and four

girls of the second class read fluently and gracefully, from

embossed volumes, some well-chosen selections from

Longfellow, Whittier, Lowell, and Dr. Howe, after which

the singing of the " Psalm of Life " by a chorus of female

voices finished the first part of the programmie.

The second part began with the following poem by Mrs.

Anagnos, which was cordially appreciated :
—

AN OLD ENTERPRISE.

Fair and bright are trifles new,

But the great is ever true
;

When those trifles fade in dust.

Shines the gold that cannot rust.

Shines through springtide's budding fair,

Shines through summer's ardent air

;

Autumn's frosts cannot impair,

"Winter finds it glowing there.

Be our emblem, fairest Gold !

Strong as thou the cause we hold.

Bright as thou our hope and trust.

Firm the faith that cannot rust.

Then from thee a crown we '11 build,

Which no artist needs to gild
;

Circling form gives emljlem free

Of th}'' course, Eternit}'.

Not the serpent, but tlie dove.

Heralds forth the cause we love
;

Cause which all conspire to aid,

Which the great their own have made,

And the gentle for it pra3-ed.

And the strong worked undismayed.

Cause we love and love the giver.

Who loves right and helps it ever

;

Who forsakes its banners never.

When the stoutest quail and quiver.
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Yes ! that cause and thee, its king,

Let the friends of freedom sing !

Freedom from the bands of fate,

"Which she weaves with cruel hate
;

Freedom for the groping blind,

Freedom for the deathless mind,

-Freedom for the healing light.

All its lovers to requite.

The exercise in geography for little boys proved very

interesting to the audience. A basket of blocks, each

representing some state or country of a dissected map,

Avas produced, and as fast as they were handed to the

boys, they gave the name and locality of each, and

answered sundry questions as to form of government,

present ruler, etc. ; nor did they allow themselves to be

entrapped by misleading questions occasionally asked by

the teacher.

Perhaps the most striking feature of the occasion, and

one which was especially pleasing as showing the atten-

tion given to physical development, was the military drill

for boys, and the dumb-bell exercise for girls. The former

was conducted by Capt. J. H. Wright, and was highly

commended for precision of movement both in marching

and in the manual of arms. The girls were dressed in a

pretty uniform of white with red sashes and trimmings

;

and their prompt and easy movements in harmony with

the music made their performance especially pleasing to

the eye.

The cornet solo played b}' jNIr. J. R. Lucier, although

very difficult, was rendered clearly even in the mos.t try-

ing passages, and was encored by the audience, and highly

praised by musical critics.

The lateness of the hour made it necessary to shorten



1882.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27. 127

the programme, and the essay on " Energy" was accord-

ingly omitted.

A class of little girls then came forward so that the

audience could see their work, and began modelling fig-

ures from clay ; and while they were thus occupied "\Vm.

B. Hammond delivered the

VALEDICTORY ADDRESS.

If we stand upon a lofty mountain and behold the scenery

which stretches before us, we experience feehngs of wonder and

grandeur ; and it is so to-day. As we stand upon an eminence of

fifty 3'ears and look down upon the past history of Perkins Insti-

tution, we are thrilled with similar emotions. Let us linger for a

few moments upon these heights, and briefly picture the scenes

which dot the landscajje of its histor3'.

Dr. Fisher of Boston first conceived the idea of establishing a

school for the blind in this countr3'. While pursuing his studies

in Paris, he often visited the institution of the 3'oiing blind in that

cit3^ ; and he was so deepl3' impressed b3' the advantages which

this school afforded its pupils, that he resolved to give the sight-

less of America similar opportunities. On his return to Boston

in 1826 he communicated his intentions to several prominent

persons in this cit3^ As a result several meetings were held in

behalf of the blind, and in 1829 it was voted that a committee

be appointed to ask the legislature ft^r a charter of incorporation.

This petition was unanimousl3" granted b3' both houses.

Dr. Fisher being unable to undertake the enterprise himself,

enlisted the S3-mpathies and cooperation of Dr. Samuel G.

Howe, who opened a school at his father's residence in Pleasant

street, in August, 1832, with a little baud of six pupils ; but

soon the number of applicants for admission became so numer-

ous that to accommodate them it was necessar3' that a larger

building should be provided. Col. Perkins, realizing this fact,

offered his mansion in Pearl street, on condition that the amount

of $50,000 be raised by subscriptions. The citizens of Boston
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responded to tlie appeal with that generosity and liberality which

has always characterized them ; and so great was the interest

manifested, that in one month this large sum was raised, and in

less than one 3'ear the legislatures of the several New England

states made appropriations, so that their blind children might be

educated at the Boston school.

In 1839 the facilities of the institution were greatly increased

by the exchange of the Pearl street mansion for the large and

commodious building which we now occupy on Dorchester

Heights. Year after year witnessed improvements in the build-

ing itself, while its utility as an educational establishment was

increased with the constant addition of school apparatus, mus-

ical instruments, and modes of instruction in handicraft.

The course of study pursued is essentialh' the same as in the

hish schools and academies of the United States. The aim of its

instructors has been to give the pupils such practical information

as will enable them to take their places as intelligent men and

women in society.

On the 9th of Januar}', 1876, the institution sustained an

irreparable loss in the death of its noble and great foimder, Dr.

Howe, who had been our beloved and revered director for

forty-four years. Mr. Anagnos was then elected by the trustees

to fill the vacancy. During his administration the school has

made rapid progress in the various branches ; but the crowning

effort of his labors in our behalf is the recent work of complet-

ing the fund for printing embossed books. To him and our

dear friend, Mr. Samuel G. Snelling, the blind of New Eng-

land will owe a lasting debt of gratitude ; and we are glad to

have this opportunity of returning our heartfelt thanks to them,

and to all who by their generosity have afforded us, and those who

will come after us, the means of reading for ourselves the best

books of the best authors of every age.

That our institution has done a great work, no one can doubt

;

for she has not only elevated the blind of New England, but her

influence has fallen upon the world like the beneficent rays of

the sun, to bring forth germs which should spring up into insti-
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tutions like herself. How well she has done her work may l)e

shown by the statement that at the present time twenty-nine

states have their own educational establishments for the blind,

the others making provisions for the instruction of their sightless

children at the nearest school. The Royal Normal College,

which is the pride and boa^t of England, may be rightly con-

sidered as an outgrowth of our institution. Thus far across the

Atlantic have the beacon lights of the Boston institution been

seen.

In considering the achievements of this school our minds natu-

rally turn to those who b}' their benevolence have enabled it to

accomplish so much. Yet, while we admire these noble men and

women, we can only linger upon the name of its founder. Dr.

Samuel C Howe. And though his deeds have inspired the poet,

singer and orator to breathe immortal words, we, the children

of his labor and love, would bring our offering, though it may be

only a simple flower, among the floral tributes to his memory.

There are certain phenomena in nature,—the roar of the cataract,

thunder, lightning, and the deep bass of the ocean, which fill the

mind with awe. Still, I think, as one contemplates a human

character which reveals a holy ambition and philanthropic

efforts for suffering humanity, that a feeling of sublimity is

produced which even the grandeur of nature cannot surpass.

Such emotions as these I experience in treating of the character

of Dr. Howe,— a character so grand and so vast in its proportions

that an abler pen than mine might well hesitate to attempt to

portray it. Genius is the shrine at which humanity has always

worshipped, and those men upon whom it has been bestowed

have too often been honored and immortalized, regardless of true

character. Thus it is that we admire the militar}- achievements

of Alexander, Caesar and Napoleon. Yet they were men whose

histories were written in blood and in desolated kingdoms, and

who sacrificed humanity to an extent which has never been

equalled by the greatest pestilence that has scourged the earth.

If such men as these claim admiration, how much more must Dr.
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Howe, whose genius was uot only great, but whose character was

above reproach.

There have lived few men to whom humanity owes more

than to him whose name we honor today, and it is not too much

to affirm that, had he never lived, many men and women who are

today enlightened and happy, might be groping in darkness

and despair. His philanthropy cannot be better expressed than

it has been by our poet Whittier :

—

" Wherever outraged nature

Asks word or action brave,

Wherever struggles labor,

Wherever groans a slave,

The throbbing lieart of freedom finds

An answer in his own."

It is needless for me to recount the history of this great man,

for the whole world knows it. It is written in the annals of

Greece, it is proclaimed through the happy countenances of the

blind, it is revealed through the intelligence of Laura Bridgman,

and it is stamped upon the face of the poor idiot. And what

was it that led him to accomplish these deeds which have made

his name so famous? Was it to establish an immortal fame?

Was it to have his name emblazoned upon the banners of civili-

zation, that all might see his glory? No ! for at the time when

he was doing these great works, the skeptical public laughed in

derision. It was simply the outpouring of his love and pity,

which was so great that as we contemplate it we become lost in

its vastness ; and as we review its histor}', we can only exclaim,

" Greater works than these can no man do." There have lived

great men who have written their glories upon granite and

marble
;
yet these monuments, like the bodies of their founders,

have crumbled into dust. But far different is the fate which the

fame of our hero will experience ; for it is uot inscribed upon

perishable granite or marble, but upon human character itself.

As we lay our garland of praise upon his memor}-, let us not bedeck

his tomb with mourning, but rather let us rejoice, for our bene-

factor is not dead. The truly great never die. Humanity has



1882.] PUBLIC* DOCUMENT— No. 27. 181

given him the title of philanthropist, which is the noblest gift

it can bestow ; and he has won for himself a name which will

endure as long as a Greek shall take pride in the glory of his

nation, as long as the world shall rejoice in philanthropy, virtue,

and the love of God. Until these shall vanish will the name of Dr.

Howe stand as one of the brightest stars which adorn the pages

of history,—a star which shall never fade, but will alwaj's be in

the zenith of its glory, shedding its lustre on coming genera-

tions, and revealing to the ages the splendor of the nineteenth

centur}'.

Today brings us to the close of another year ; and as we look

back thei'e is much that is pleasant to remember, though it is

with sadness that we speak of our friend, the late Mr. Apthorp,

who was so long one of our trustees, and who endeai'ed himself

to us b}' his friendl}' visits and personal interests in our welfare.

We shall always treasure in our hearts his kindness, and that of

the man}- friends who have contributed to our happiness.

To His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts, and to the

executives and the legislatures of the several New England

states, we are greatly indebted for their liberal appropriations

that have enabled the school to carry on its w^ork.

Director, teachers and officers, we who graduate today w^ould

pour out our gratitude to you for your kindness and self-sacrifice,

for your timely reproofs and watchful care ; and though our

thanks be but poorly expressed, our gratitude is none the less

sincere.

Fellow-classmates, the hour of parting is at hand. We who

have journeN'ed together for so many years, who have been

sheltered under the same roof, and have formed ties of brother-

hood which death only can sever, are soon to separate ; each to go

to his own field of labor ; and let us seek to live so that we shall

be a credit to ourselves, and an honor to our alma mater. It has

often been said that school days are the happiest in life, and

perhaps when our circuit of existence is nearly completed we

shall realize this statement ; for I am sure that we can never
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look back upon the past witli other than feelings of gratitude for

the dear friends who have done so much for us, and with jo}' to

the hours when we pla3'ed and sang together : yes, and the dear

old building itself, each room of which could tell a story that

would fill our countenances with smiles, and our e^'es with tears.

" This fond attachment to the well-known place,

"Where first we started into life's long race,

Will maintain its hold with imfailiug sway,

And we'll feel it in age and our latest day."

At the close of the address the little o:irls had finished

their modelling, the products of which represented geo-

metrical shapes, articles of connnon use, fruits and ani-

mals. Each exhibited to the audience the models she had

made, and gave a brief account of their nature and uses.

Mr. Anagnos then spoke, briefly explaining that these

exercises were a specimen of the regular instruction of the

school, and calling attention to the need of a primary or

kindergarten school for those \vho are too young for admis-

sion to this institution, and are, in consequence, suffering

deeply from the lack of early training. He announced a

determination to effect the establishment of such a school,

and made a brief but earnest appeal for assistance and co-

operation in the work, pointing out that no better monu-

ment could be reared to the memory of any philanthropic

ladj^ or gentleman who should feel disposed to endow it.

After the singing of the choruses by the pupils, the

di})lomas were presented to the graduates, Wm. B. Ham-

mond, Henry B. Thomas, AVm. C. Bolles and Henry E.

Boesch, by Dr. Eliot, who addressed them as follows :

—

I have the privilege of presenting the diplomas which have

been awarded to you by the director and faculty of the school.

You are well aware that they have made the award, and that I

am merely their instrument in transferring these rolls to your

hands.



1882.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT— No. 27. 133

1 congratulate you on receiving tliem today. AVe have been

keeping an anniversary full of precious memories and precious

hopes, and the diplomas associated with such an event have an

exceptional value. They will call up these exercises in after

years, and give you new courage as you remember the high and

solemn day on which you received them.

I congratulate you also on having enjoyed the great advan-

tages of your training at a time when they have been constantly

on the increase, and especially on receiving your education in a

period when the blind have proved themselves as fit to be highly

educated and highly trusted as any class among us. May you

add your ow^n proofs to those already given to this effect, and

may your lives be crowned with independence and success.

You will not, I am sure, consider yourselves separated from

the school by your graduation. On the contrary, you become,

by virtue of having reached the end of your undergraduate

course, fuller members of the institution than you have hitherto

been. You will be followed with watchful interest by those you

leave behind, and you will turn back to them with ever-growing

affection and gratitude. Faiewell.

A march composed by J. K. Lncier. and played by the

build, closed the exercises, which, though lasting nearly

three honrs and a half, lield the close attention of the

audience to the end.

The exercises, both individually and collectively, re-

ceived very- high commendation by the press. Of the

literary exercises one writer says. " There was manifest

throughotit a thorough knowledge and appreciation of the

subject, and it even required a mental etlbrt on the part

of the spectators to realize that the performers were not in

full possession of all faculties of bridy as well as of mind ;

"

and a musical critic says, " The outcome of such a con-

cert must inspire fhe public with confidence in the practi-

cal musicianship of the blind."
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The following lines, a voluntary contribution from a

former graduate, were to have ])een read, but were

crowded out hy lack of time.

LINES FOR THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY.

Bv P. Reeves.

The da}' was dawning o'er us

Just fifty 3'ears ago,

And now we sing in chorus,

Though the master is laid low.

To him we pa}' a tribute,

And for him we wdll iiray :

For he changed the clouded night

To a brigiit and sunny day.

A darker night in Egypt

The Egyptians never saw ;

He found us in the darkness,

He travelled near and far,

And the most atflicted ones

He gathered in a banrl.

Taught them how to read and write.

And led them by the hand.

He gave his time and talents

To educate the blind.

The star is slill ascendant

:

His work is well defined.

Dr. Howe, — the name we love

And ever shall revere !

Blest among the saints above.

His chair is vacant liere.

They knew him in the East,

They knew him in the West

;

In deeds of love and mercy

He ranks among the best.

And we should all be thankful,

And ever happy be.

And i^raise the man and master

Who made us proud and free.
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COKRESPONDEKCE.

The following letters were sent in response to invita-

tions to take part in the celebration of the semi-centennial

anniversary :

Letter from Governor Littlefield.

State of Rhode Island, Executive Department,
Pkovidence, June 7, 1882.

My Dear Sir: — I desire Ihrough you to thank the commit-

tee of arrangements for an invitation to be present at the serai-

centennial anniversary of the "Perkins Institution for the

Blind," to be held in connection with the commencement exer-

cises of 3^our school, on the 13th inst.

I regret to sa}- I am obliged to deny myself the pleasure of

being with you on that day, on account of public duties, which

call me to Newport.

I feel the disappointment keenlj^ as I had made up my mind
some weeks since to be with you on that occasion, which I sup-

posed would occur a few days later in the month.

I am pleased to see our little commonwealtii so well repre-

sented on 3'our programme. I am sure the scholars from this

anxl other states will perform the part assigned them to the full

satisfaction of teachers and friends, and with credit to the insti-

tution over which you preside with such marked ability. May
it be your pleasure on that day to report the one hunched thou-

sand dollars printing fund complete, and may the good work of

the institution be extended and streugtheued with each succes-

sive year, until every child in New England, deprived of sight,

may share its benefits.

Permit me to extend the cordial congratulations of the people

of Rhode Island to your presiding officer. His Excellency the

Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, your distin-

guished orator of the day, the committee of arrangements, and
all engaged in the celebration of the semi-centennial anniversary

of your noble institution.

Faithfully' 3'Oui-s,

A. H. Littlefield,
Prof. M. Anagnos,

Boston, Mass.
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Letter from Mr. William Chapin of Philadelphia.

The revered and honored principal of the Pennsylvania

Institution for the Blind, Mr. William Chapin, whose noble

life has l)een devoted to the cause. of the blind, not being

able to l)e present at the celebration, sent the following

letter :
—

Penn. Institution for the Instruction of the Blind,

Philadelphia, June 13, 1882.

My Dear Mr. Anagnos : — I have failed to acknowledge

your kind invitation to be present at the semi-centennial anni'

versqry and commericement exercises of j'our school, which are

really in full accomplishment at the time of this writing (Tues-

day, 4 p. M.) I regret the necessity of m}' absence, for I much

enjoy such commemorations. Your programme presents a very

happy and appropriate variety of exercises ; and I shall hope to

have the pleasure of reading the address of the occasion, by

Col. Higginson.

Be so kind as to furnish me with any paper which may give

a report of the exercises.

Your institution stands pre-eminent in our country. And its

present director abl}^ sustains the prestige which it gained by its

eminent founder. Dr. S. G. Howe. Believe me to be.

Very truly your friend,

William Chapin.
M. Anagnos, Esq.

Letter from Mrs. Julia Ward Howe.

Boston, June 13, 1882.

My Dear Friends : — It is with a regretful heart that I turn

my steps westward toda}^, in compliance with an engagement

which I made in ignorance of the precise date of j'our seini-

centeunial celebration. Though absent in person, my heart will

be with you at your festival ; and my most earnest good wishes

will always attend the progi'ess of the institution whose past fifty

years make us hope for still nobler achievements in the future.

Yours most affectionately,

Julia Wart> Howe.
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Despatch from Mr. B. B. Huntoon.

Louisville, Ky., June 14, 1882.

To M. Anagnos, Supt. Inst, for the Blind:

The Kentucky Institution for the Blind, as one of the children,

sends congratulations upon the celebration of the golden wed-

ding between the hearts of all New England and the Perkins

Institution for the Blind.

B. B. HUNTOON, Svpt.

Letter from Mr. Otis Patten.

Mr. Otis Patten, superintendent of the Arkansas insti-

tution for the blind, and one of the early pupils of Dr.

Howe, explained his absence from the festival in the fol-

lowing letter :

—

Arkansas School fok the Blind,

Little Rock, Ark., June 10, 1882.

Gentlemen :— Your kind invitation to attend the semi-

centennial celebration of the Perkins Institution for Blind I

found waiting me this evening on my return home after nearly

a week's absence. I regret that I shall not be able to be present

on that interesting occasion, as my own school does not close

till the 27th inst., and. we are very busy preparing for the closing

exercises. I had hoped that your celebration would be later in

the season, and looked forward to it with many pleasant antici-

pations. I entered the Perkins Institution as a pupil nearly

forty-seven years ago, and whatever of success I have had in

life I owe in great measure to that school, and to its noble

founder, Dr. S. G. Howe, whose kindness to me, an orphan

boy, is among my most precious memories.

Yours respectfully,

OTIS PATTEN.
To Messrs J. S. Dwight,

Samuel M. Quincy,

Wm. F. Apthokp,
Committee of Arrangements.
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Letter fkom J. Howard Hunter, M. A., of Toronto.

Mr. J. Howard Hunter, formerly principal of the

Ontario institution for the blind, and a gentleman of high

scholarly attainments and rare ability, sent the following

letter :

—

Office of the Inspector of Insurance, Ontario.

Parliament Buildings,

Toronto, Canada, 12th June, 1882.

My dear Anagnos : — I am very greatly obliged for 3-our

kind invitation to the semi-centennial of your noble institution

for the blind ; but owing to the pressure of official engagements I

must deu}- m^-self the sincere pleasure that it would have afforded

to offer you, in person, mj' best congratulations.

Now— and formerl}' ! What a half centuiy for the blind !

The transformation is surel}' the most marvellous that this won-

derful half century can sliow. What Boston and Howe and

Anagnos have contributed towards tliis transformation will, to

the full extent, be admitted on!}' when reflection ripens and when

the disturbing influence of personal rivahy is removed. Com-
petition, so valuable and necessary a spur in even works of phil-

anthrop}' produces— like au}^ other sharp spur— a temporary

soreness of the sides.

I have often thought, will some grateful blind student in the

better days that are to be become the historian of the educa-

tion of the blind? The class for whom these long ^ears of

ceaseless, anxious, ingenious toil have been expended will

doubtless ^ield a distinguished example of thankful recollec-

tion combined with briUiant literarj- expression. Assuredly, if

ever Ihat histor}- comes to be written in the spirit of gratitude

or simple truth, your name, my dear Anagnos, must constantly

recur.

That 3-ou would succeed in your latest enterprise, — the es-

tablishment of a fund sufficiently large to keep your embos&ing

presses constantly employed, — this was a foregone conchision :

for. though the undertaking seemed gigantic, it was a man of
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Titanic energy tliat undertook it. I most sincevel}^ congratulate

you and your distinguished board of trustees on this happy issue

of your joint labors, which so auspiciously completes the half-

century of your institution annals.

With kindest remembrances to Mrs. Anaguos and my Boston

friends,

Yours, ver}^ faithfully,

J. HOWARD HUNTER.




