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NOTE.

Credit is due both to Miss Sarah Elizabeth Laue, libraiian of the institution, and

Miss Martha W. Sawyer, clerk, for the assistance which they have given me in the

preparation of this report. Besides collecting facts and revising manuscripts and

proofs, the former has compiled the account of Laura Bridgman's semi-centennial

anniversary, and the latter has written the sketch of Edith M. Thomas and the

proceedings of the reception at the kindergarten, and of the commencement ex-

ercises of the institution. M. A.



Commonfooltlj of Uliissacl^usdts,

Perkixs iNSTiTrrioN AND Mass. School for the Blind,

South Boston, Nov. 27, 1888.

To the Hon. IIenky B. Peirce, Secretary of State, Boston.

Dear Sir: — I have the honor to transmit to you, for

the use of the legishiture, a copy of the fifty-sixth annual

report of the trustees of tliis institution to the corporation

thereof, togetlier with that of tlie director and the usual

accompanying documents.

Eespectfully,

M. ANAGXOS,
Secretary.



OFFICERS OF THE CORPORATIOK

1888-89.

SAMUEL ELIOT, LL.D., President.

JOHN CUMMINGS, Vice-President.

EDWARD JACKSON, Treasurer.

M. ANAGNOS, Secretary.

FRANCIS BROOKS.
JOHN S. DWIGHT.
WILLIAM ENDICOTT, Jr.

JOSEPH B. GLOVER.
J. THEODORE HEARD, M.D.

ANDREW V. PEABODY, D.D.

BOARD OP TRUSTEES.
EDWARD N. PERKINS.
WILLIAM L. RICHAKDSON, M.D.
HEN^RY S. RUSSELL.
THOMAS F. TEMPLE.
8. LOTHROP THORNDIKE.
GEORGE W. WALES.

STANDING COMMITTEES.
Monthly Visiting Committee,

whose duty it in to visit and inspect the Institution at least once in each month.

1889. 1889.

January F. Brooks

February, .... J. 8. Dwight
March, W. Endicott, Jr.

April, A. P. Peabody.

May J. T. Heard.

June, J. B. Glover.

July, . .

August, .

September,

October, .

November,

December,

E. N. Perkins.

W. L. Richardson.
H. 8. Russell.

T. F. Temple.
B. L. Thorndike.
G. W. Wales.

Committee on Education.

J. 8. Dwight.
Francis Brooks.

A, P. Peabody.

House Committee.

E. N Perkins.

G. W. Wales.
Francis Brooks.

Committee on Finance.

S. L. Thorndike.

J. B. Glover.

W. Endicott, Jr.

H. 8. Russell.

T. F. Temple.

Committee on Health.

J. Theodore Heard, M.D.

W. L. Richardson, M.D.

T. F. Temple.

Auditors of Accounts.

J. T. Heard, M.D.
8. L. Thorndike.



OFFICEKS OF TlIF IXSTITUTION.

DIHECTOR.

M. ANAGNOS.

MEDICAL INSPECTOR.

JOHN IIOMANS, M.D.

LITERARY DEPARTMENT.
EDAVARP E. ALLEX.
MlS8 MARY llOWAIil).

Miss KATK F. G1UU8.
Miss JILIA A. BOYLAN.

Miss DEI.LA BEXXETT.
Miss SARAH M. EIIJ.EY.
Miss FANNY S. MARRETT.
Miss EMMA A. COOLIDGE.

Miss SARAH ELIZABETH LANE, Librarian.

Miss MARTHA W. SAWYER, Clerk.

THOMAS REEVES.
ELMER S. IIOSMER.
Miss FREDA BLACK.
Miss ELIZABETH B. LANGLEY
Miss MARY L. RILEY.
Miss AGNES E. SNYDER.
LEMUEL TITUS
THOMAS LEVERETT.
LORENZO WHITE.

DEPARTMENT OP MUSIC.
CARL BAERMANN.
GEORGE J. PARKER.
JULIUS AKEROYD.

Music Readers.

Miss ALLIE 8. KNAPP.
Miss ALICE BRTANT.
Miss THEODOSIA C. BENSON.

TUNING DEPARTMENT.
JOEL Vn-:ST SMITH, Itistriictor a7id Manager.

GEORGE E. HART, Timer.

DEPARTMENT OF MANUAL TRAINING.
Workrooms for Juveniles.

JOHN II. WRIGHT, Work JfaHer.

Miss A. J. DILLINGH.WI , Ilo;vfc Mistress.

Miss MARY L. fi^X'S.VOKV), Assistant.

EUGENE C. MOW WIT), Assistant.

THOMAS CARROLL, Assistant.

Workshop for Adults.

ANTHONY' W. BOWDEN, Manager.
PLINY UOUKUA,, Foreman.
Miss M. A. DWELLY, Forewoman.
Miss ELLEN M. WHEELOCK, Clerk.

ANTHONY W. BO\VI)EN

Matrons.

DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.
Steward. Housekeepers in the Cottages.

Mrs. M. a. KNOWLTON.
Mrs. L. S. SMITH.
Miss BESSIE WOOD.
Mrs. SOPHIA C. HOPKINS.

Miss MARIA C. MOULTON.
Miss ELLA F. FORD, Assistant

PRINTING DEPARTMENT.
DENNIS A. REARDON, .... Manager.

Miss ELIZABETH S. HOWE, Printer.

Miss ANNIE MACK, "

Miss ELLEN B. WEBSTER, Book-keeper.



8

MEMBERS OF THE CORPORATTOK.

All persons who have contributed twenty-five dollars to

the funds of the institution, all who have served as trustees

or treasurer, and all who have been elected by special vote,

are members.

Adams, John A., Pawtucket, R. I.

Adams, Waldo, Boston.

Agassiz, Mrs. E. C, Cambridge.

Alden, Mrs. Sara B., Boston.

Aldrich, Miss ]\Iary Jane, Boston.

Alger, Rev. William R , Boston.

Ames, F. L., Boston.

Ames, Oliver, Boston.

Amory, C. W., Boston.

Amory, James S., Boston.

Amory, Mrs. William, Boston.

Anagnos, M., Boston.

Andrews, Francis, Boston.

Appleton, Mrs. Randolph M., New
York.

Appleton, Mrs. William, Boston.

Apthorp, William F., Boston.

Atkins, Mrs. Elisha, Boston

Atkinson, Edward, Boston.

Atkinson, William, Boston.

Austin, Edward, Boston.

Aylesworth, H. B., Providence.

Bacon, Edwin M., Boston.

Bacon, Mrs. E. P., Boston.

Baker, Mrs. E. J. W., Dorchester.

Baker, Mrs. E. M., Boston.

Baker, Miss M. K., Boston.

Baker, Mrs. Richard, Jr., Boston.

Balch, F. v., Boston.

Baldwin, William H., Boston.

Balfour, Miss Mary D., Boston.

Ballard, ]\Iiss E., Boston.

Barbom-, E. D., Boston.

Barker, Josejah A., Providence.

Barrett, William E., Boston.

Barstow, Amos C, Providence.

Bartlett, Miss, Boston.

Bartlett, Miss F., Boston.

Bartlett, Mrs. Mary E., Boston.

Bartol, Rev. Cyrus A., Boston.

Bartol, Miss ISIary, Boston.

Barrows, Rev! S. J., Dorchester.

Beal, J. H., Boston.

Beard, Hon. Alanson W., Boston.

Beckwith, Miss A. G., Providence

Beckwith, Mrs. T., Providence.

Beebe, E. Pierson, Boston.

Beebe, J. Arthur, Boston.

Beebe, Mrs. J. Arthur, Boston.

Bennett, Mrs. Eleanor, Billerica.

Bigelow% IMrs. Prescott, Boston.

Binney, William, Providence.



Bla*:, 0. N., Boston.

Blate, James II., Boston.

Blan.lianl, G. 1). B., .Maiden.

Boarcjnan,^Iiss Cornelia B.,Boston.

Bourn Hon. A. O., Bristol, R. I.

Bouve,Thomas T., Boston.

Bowditli, Mrs. E. B., Boston.

Bowditdi, Dr. II. P., Jamaica Plain.'

Bowditei, J. I., Boston.

Bowditel, Mrs. J. I., Boston.

Brackett,Mrs. Henry, Boston.

Brackett,Miss Nancy, Boston.

Bradlee, t H., Boston.

Bradlee, I\lss Helen C, Boston.

Brewer, t'Vus, Boston.

Brewster, Ojnyn, Boston.

Brimmer, Iln. Martin, Boston.

Brimmer, Mt. Martin, Boston.

Brooke, Rev. '.topford W., Boston.

Brooks, Franc;, Boston.

Brooks, ]\Irs. Faneis, Boston.

Brooks, I\Irs. F.A.., Boston.

Brooks, Rev. Gei W., Charlestown.

Brooks, Peter C.Boston.

Brooks, Rev. Phijps, Boston.

Brooks, ShepherdBoston.

Brown, B. F., Bostn.

Brown, John A., Pi»vidence.

Brown, Mrs. John
\, Providence.

Browne, A. Parker, Boston.

Bullard, W. S., Bosti,.

Bullock, Miss Julia, i-ovidence.

Bumstead, Mrs. Fro^nan, Cani-

hridge.

Bundy, James J., Pro\'',ence.

Burnett, Josejih, Bostoi\

Burnham, T. O. II., BosVi.

Burnham, William A., B,ton.

Burton, J. W., M.I)., '.ushing-,

N. Y.

Cabot, W. C, Boston.

Callender, Walter, Provide\e.

Carey, The Misses, Cambridio.

Carpenter, Charles E., Provi\nce.

Carter, IMrs. Helen B , West Wy.
ton.

Gary, Miss A. P., Bo.ston.

Cary, Miss EHen G., Boston.

Cary, Mivs. W. F., Boston.

Cass, ]\Irs. D. S., Boston.

Case, Mrs. Laura L., Boston.

Center, Joseph II., Boston.

Chandler, P. W., Boston.

Chace, James II., Valley Falls, R.T.

Chaee, Hon. Jonathan,Valley Falls,

R. I.

Chadwick, Mrs. C. C, Boston.

Chamberlin, E. D , Boston.

Chapin, E. P., Providence,

Charles, Mrs. Mary C, Melrose.

Cheever, JNIiss A. M., Boston.

Cheever, Dr. David W., Boston.

Cheever, Miss M. E., Boston.

Cheeney, Benjamin P., Boston.

Chickering, George H,, Boston.

Chickering, Mrs. Sarah M., Joy
.Alills, Pa.

Clatlin, Hon. William, Boston.

Clapp, William W., Boston.

Clarke, Mrs. Jas. Fi'eeman, Boston.

Clarke, James W., Boston.

Clement, Edward II., Boston.

Coates, James, Providence.

Cobb, Mrs. Freeman, Boston.

Cobb, Samuel C, Boston.

Cobb, Samuel T., Boston.

Cochrane, Alexander, Boston.

Coffin, i\rrs. W. E., Boston.

Colt, Samuel P., Bristol, R. I.

Comstock, Andrew, Providence.

Coolidge, Dr. A., Boston.

Coolidge, J. R., Boston.

Coolidge, Mrs J. R., Boston.

Coolidge, J. Templeman, Boston.

Coolidge, Mrs. J. Templeman,
Boston.

Coolidge, T. Jefferson, Boston.

Cotting, C. U., Boston.

Crocker, Mrs. U. H., Boston.

Croft, Mrs. Came A., Boston.

Crosby, Joseph B., Bos.^on.

Crosby, ^Villiam S., Boiton.



10

Cruft, Miss Annah P., Boston.

Cruft, Miss Harriet O., Boston.

Cummings, Mrs. Annie L., Port-

land, Maine.

Cummings, Charles A., Boston.

Cummings, Hon. John, Woburn.

Curtis, C. A., Boston.

Curtis, George S., Boston.

Curtis, Mrs. Mai-y S., Boston.

Dalton, C. H., Boston.

Dalton, Mrs. C. H., Boston.

Darling, Cortes A., Providence, R. I.

Darling, Hon. L. B., Pawtucket, R. I.

Davis, Miss A. W., Boston.

Davis, Mrs. Nancy S., Fitchburg.

Day, Daniel E., Providence.

Dean, Hon. Benjamin, South Boston.

Devens, Rev. Samuel A., Boston.

Dexter, Mrs. F. G., Boston.

Dinsmoor, George R., Keene, N. H.

Dow, Mrs. Moses A., Boston.

Durant, William, Boston.

Dwight, John S., Boston.

Eaton, W. S., Boston.

Eliot, Dr. Samuel, Boston.

Elliott, Mrs. ISiaud Howe, Boston.

Emery, Francis F., Boston.

Emery, Isaac, Boston.

Emmons, J. L., Boston.

Emmons, Mrs. NathU H , Boston.

English, James E., New Haven,

Conn.

Endicott, Henry, Boston.

Endicott, Miss Mary E., Beverly.

Endicott, William, Jr., Boston.

Ernst, C. W., Boston,

Farnam, Mrs. Ann S., New Haven.

Faulkner, Mrs. Charles, Boston.

Fay, II. H., Boston.

Fay, Mrs. II. H., Boston.

Fay, Miss Sarah B., Boston.

Fay, Miss S. M., Boston.

Ferguson, Mrs. C. H., Dorchester.

Ferris, M. C, Boston.

Field, Mrs. Nancy M., Monson.

Fisk, Rev. Photius, Boston.

Fiske, J. N., Boston.

Fitz, Mrs. W. Scott, Boston.

Flint, Charles L., Boston.

Folsom, Charles F., M.D., Bcston.

Forbes, John M., Milton.

Forbes, R. Bennett, Milton.

Foster, F. C, Boston.

Foster, John, Boston,

Freeman, Miss Hattie E., ;^oston.

French, Jonathan, Boston

Frothingham, A. T., Bostm.

Frothingham, Miss Ellei, Boston.

Frothingham, Rev. Frecirick, Mil-

ton.

Frothingham, Octaviu.'B., Boston.

Gaffield, Thomas, Boson.

Galloupe, C. W., Bostm.

Gammell, Prof. Wm Providence.

Gammell, Mrs. Wm Providence.

Gardiner, Charles F, Boston.

Gardner, George, Dston.

Gardner, George ^, Boston.

Gardner, Mrs. Joli L., Boston.

George, Charles -•, Providence.

Gill, Mrs. Franci A., Boston.

Gill, Mrs, Mary!^-, Boston.

Glidden, W. T.,3oston.

Glover, A., Bo»on.

Glover, Miss /igusta, Boston.

Glover, Miss aroline L., Boston,

Glover, J. B.^^oston.

Goddard, Bejamin, Brookline,

Goddard, Ms Matilda, Boston.

Goddard, ]\ss Rebecca, Boston,

Goddard, '.'P- I-, Providence,

Goddard, iHiam, Providence,

Goff, Dar s, Pawtucket, R. I.

Golf, Daiis L., Pawtucket, R. I.

Goff, Lyan B., Pawtucket, R. I.

Goodnc> Mrs. Lucie M., Cam-

brid'-

GoodA^i Miss A. M., Cambridge.

GrayIi"S- Ellen, New York City.

Qra^Mrs. Horace, Boston.

Qre^e, Edward A., Providence.

Qi-«ne, S. H., River Point, R. I.
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Russell, Henry (1., Providence.

Russell, Mrs. Henry (i., Provi-

dence.

Russell, Henry S., Boston.

Russell, Miss ^Marian, Boston.

Saltonstall, Henry, Bo.ston.

Saltonstall, Hon. Leverett,Xewton.

Saltonstall, Mrs. Wm. G., Boston.

Sampson, George, Boston.

Sanborn, Frank B., Concord.

Sayles, F. C, Pawtucket, R. I.

Sayles, W. F., Pawtucket, R. I.

Schlesinger, Barthold, Boston.

Schlesinger, Sebastian B., Boston.

Sears, David, Boston.

Sears, Mrs. David, Boston.

Sears, Mrs. Fred., .Tr., Boston.

Sears, F. R., Boston.

Sears, Mrs. K. W., Boston.

Sears, Mrs. P. II., Boston.

Sears, Mrs. S. P., Boston.

Sears, W. T., Boston.

Sharpe, L., Providence.

Shaw, Mrs. G. Ilovvland, Boston.

Shaw, Henry S., Boston,

Shaw, Quincy A., Boston.

Shei^ard, Mrs. E. A., Provid^ce.

Shepard, Mrs. T. P., Providence.

Sherwood, Mrs.,John H., New York
City.

Sherwood, W. II., Boston.

Shimmin, C. F., Boston.

Shijipen, Rev. R. R., Washington.

Sigourney, Mrs. Ilenr}-, Boston.

Silsbee, Mrs. M. C. D., Boston.

Simpkins, ]Mrs. John, .Jamaica

Plain.

Slater, H. N., Jr., Providence.

Snelling, Samuel G., Boston.

Spaulding, .J. P., Boston.

Spencer, Henry F., Boston.

Sprague, F. P., Boston.

Sprague, S. S., Providence.
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Stanwood, Edward, Rrookline.

Stearns, Charles IL, Brookliiie.

Steere, Henry J., Providence.

Stewart, Mrs. C. B., Boston.

Stone, Joseph L., Boston.

Sturgis, Francis S., Boston.

Sullivan, Richard, Boston.

Swan, Mrs. Robert, Boston.

Sweetser, Mrs. Anne M., Boston.

Taggard, B. W., Boston.

Taggard, Mi's. B. W., Boston.

Talbot, Mrs. Isabella W., North

Bill erica.

Tappan, ]\Iiss 'Murj A., Boston.

Tappan, ]\Irs. William, Boston.

Tarbell, George G., M.D., Boston.

Temple, Thomas F., Boston.

Thaxter, Joseph B., Hingham.

Thayer, Miss Adele G., Boston.

Thayer, Miss A. G., Andover.

Thayer, Rev. George A., Cincinnati.

Thayer, Mrs. Nathaniel, r>oston.

Thomas, H. H., Providence.

Thomas, Capt. J. B., Boston.

Thorndike, Mrs. Delia D., Boston.

Thorndike, S. Lothrop. Cambridge.

Thurston, Benj. F., Providence.

Ticknor, Miss A. E., Boston.

Tilden, Mrs. M. Louise, Milton.

Tilton, Mrs. W. S., Boston.

Tingley, S. H., Providence.

Tolman, Joseph C, Hanover.

Torrey, jNIiss A. D., Boston.

Townsend, Miss Sophia T., Boston.

Troup, John E., Providence.

Turner, Miss Abby W., Boston.

Turner, Miss Alice ]VI., Boston.

Turner, Miss Ellen J., Boston.

Turner, ]\Irs. M. A., Providence.

Turner, Royal W., Randolph.

Underwood, F. H., Boston.

Ujjton, Geoi-ge B., Boston.

Villard, Mrs. Henry, New York.

Wainwright, Miss R. P., Boston.

Wales, George W., Boston.

AVales, Miss Mary Anne, Boston.

Ward, Rev. Julius H., Boston.

Warden, Erskine, Waltham.

Ware, Mrs. Charles E., Boston.

Ware, Miss M. L., Boston.

Warren, J. G., Providence.

Warren, Mrs. J. Sullivan, Boston.

Warren, Mrs. Wm. W., Boston.

Washburn, Hon. J. D., Worcester.

Waters, Mrs. Elizabeth F., Boston.

Waterston, Mrs. R. C, Boston.

Watson, Miss E. S., Weymouth.
Webster, Mrs. John G., Boston.

Weeks, A. G., Boston.

Welch, E. R., Boston.

Weld, Otis E., Boston.

W^eld, R. H., Boston.

Weld, Mrs. W. F., Philadelphia.

Weld, W. G., Boston.

Wesson, J. L., Boston.

W^heeler, Nathaniel, Bridgewater,

Conn.

Wheelock, Miss Lucy, Boston.

Wheelwright, A. C, Boston.

Wheelwright, John W., Boston.

White, B. C, Boston.

White, C. J., Cambridge.

White, Charles T., Boston.

White, G. A., Boston.

White, Joseph A., Framingham.

Whitehead, Miss Mary, Charles-

town.

Whitford, George W., Providence.

Whiting, Ebenezer, Boston.

Whitman, Mrs. Sarah W., Boston.

Whitney, Edward, Belmont.

Whitney, E., Boston.

Whitney, H. A., Boston.

Whitney, H. M., Boston.

Whitney, INIrs., Boston.

Whitney, Miss, Boston.

Whitney, Miss Sarah A., Boston.

Whitwell, S. Horatio, Boston.

Whitwell, Miss S. L., Boston.

Wigglesworth, Miss Ann, Boston.

Wigglesworth, Edward, M. D., Bos-

ton.
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Wif2:<^lL'.s\vui-th, Thomas, Boston.

Wi<;litman, W. B., Providence.

Williams, Georji^e W. A., Boston.

Wilson, Mrs. Maria Gill, Newton-

vilh^

Winslow, Mrs. Geor<^e, Roxbury.

Winsor, J. B., Providence.

Winthrop, Hon. Robert C, Boston.

Winthroi), Mrs. Robert C, Boston.

AN'iutliroi), Mrs. Tlu^mas L., Boston.

Wolcott, J. II., Boston.

Wolcott, Mr.s. J. II., Boston.

W^olcott, Ro<2^cr, Boston.

W'oods, Henry, Boston.

Worlliinj^ton, Roland, Rox])ury.

Young, Alexander, Boston.

Young, Mrs. B. L., Boston.

Young, Charles L., Boston.
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SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE GOEPOEATION.

South Boston, Oct. 10, 1888.

The annual meeting- of the corporation, duly

summoned, was held today at the institution, and

was called to order by the president, Samuel

Eliot, LL.D., at 3 p.m.

The proceedings of the last meeting were read

by the secretary, and declared approved.

Mr. John S. Dwight presented the report of

the trustees, which was read, accepted, and or-

dered to be printed with that of the director and

the usual accompanying documents.

The treasurer, Mr. Edward Jackson, read his

report, which was accepted, and ordered to be

printed.

The corporation then proceeded to ballot for

officers for the ensuing year, and the following

persons were unanimously elected :
—

President— Samuel Eliot, LL.D.

Vice-Pi'esident— John Cummings.

Treasurer— Edward Jackson.

Secretary— M. Anagnos.
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Trustees— William Emlicott, Jr., Jos-jph B. Glover, J. Theoilore

Heard, M.I)., Andrew P. reabody, I) J)., Edward N. Pcrkin.s, Henry

S. Russell, S. Lothrop Thorndike and (ioorge W. Wales.

The following persons were afterwards added

to the list of the members of the corjDoration by a

unanimous vote: T. O. II. P. Burnham, Alexander

Young, John II. Holmes, Rev. George W. Brooks,

George G. Tarbell, M.D., Frank E. Ilodgkins,

Dr. A. S. Hill and Erskine AV^arden.

The meeting was then dissolved, and all in

attendance proceeded, with the invited guests, to

visit the various departments of the school and

inspect the premises.

M. a:n^ag]s^os,

Secreiary.
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REPOKT OF THE TRUSTEES.

Pekkixs Institvtion and Massachusetts School tor the Blind,

SorxH Boston, Oct. 3, 1888.

TO TEE MEMBERS OF TEE CORPORATION.

Gentlemen and Ladies:—We have the honor

to present to you, and, through you, to the legis-

lature of the commonwealth, the fifty-seventh

annual report of the institution under our charge

for the year ending Sept. 30, 1888.

For fuller details you will look, of course, to

the more copious report, hereto aj^pended, of the

director.

1. The quarterly reports of the director, con-

firmed by the personal observations of the members

of this board, present a very satisfactory record of

the life, the education, and the whole work of the

institution during the past year.

The total number of blind persons in its various

departments at the close of the year was 214,

against 200 last year, and 180 a year before that.

Of the 214, 27 belonged to the kindergarten for

little sightless children at Jamaica Plain, 168 to

the school proper at South Boston, and 19 to the
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woi-kshop for adults. Tliese are the numbers after

allowing* for 2G avIio wei'e discliargx*d in the course

of the year. The nuinl)er of applicants for admis-

sion at the reo])ening of the school in September

has been larger than ever before, so that it has not

been easy to find dormitory room for all; especially

is this the case at the kindergarten, whose single

building already overflows, so that some of tlie

more advanced pupils have had to be transfei-red

to the buildings at South Boston.

The health of the household has not been so

good as usual. For particulars we refer to the

report of the director.

2. The School.

This is the central interest of the Perkins Insti-

tution. The whole evidence of the director and

the teachers, and all the personal inspection which

the members of this board have been able to make,

w^arrant us in saying, that the education in all its

departments — physical, intellectual, sesthetical,

moral, practical— has been more than kept up to

the high standard of the past few years. The

scheme has been broad and many-sided, constitut-

ing, in the words of Mr. Anagnos, " a sort of

physical, intellectual and moral gymnasium, pre-

paratory to the grct'it struggle in the arena of

life,"— a struggle which has peculiar difficulties

for young aspirants deprived of sight, and which

demands all possible furtherance of sympathy, and
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all enlightened means and processes of culture.

The education is progressive, and does not run

in ruts of hahit and tradition. The teachers, from

the director down, have their eyes watchfully open

to all new lights, which really are lights, and they

are eager to adopt all true improvements. Subject

to the controlling thought and method of the sys-

tem as a whole, the teachers are free to exercise

their own invention, and consult their own common

sense, their individuality of method and of influ-

ence. And, to any one who visits the class-rooms,

it is ahvays interesting and inspiring to remark

the zeal, the enthusiasm, the kindness and patience,

with which these teachers make their work attrac-

tive to themselves as well as to their pupils.

Physical training receives more and more care-

ful attention here, as its importance becomes more

appreciated, and its methods— its science, we may

say— more understood. The clear and earnest,

and indeed the learned manner, in which the vital

importance of this subject is set forth in the last

year's annual report of the director, including an

abstract of the whole history of the treatment, or

maltreatment, which the human hody has under-

gone in the alleged interests of the soul, prompts

us to ask every one to read it.

In the intellectual department, in reading, from

the raised type and from the Braille; in spelling,

writing and reciting, and in the forming habits of

distinct enunciation and agreeable, persuasive and
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yet uiiafTected utterance; in menial ai-illnnelie and

geography (bi'anchcs in wliicli tliese pupils have lor

years peculiarly excelled); in algebra; in natural

history, which, with them, is entirely object teach-

ing; and in higher branches like mental and moral

philosophy, history, literature and science, to wdiich

small classes of the more advanced ones give con-

siderable time,— the Avork is faithful on the ])art

of teacher and scholar. All that could be said of

it a yeai- ago can be said now, and even more, for

there is always progress.

Music has always held a prominent place in this

seven years' course of education. Here, too, we

must report a steady, uniform improvement. The

musical director, Mr. Thomas Keeves, with no

aid from his eyes, but seconded by able, faithful

teachers and by seeing music readers, still keeps

up the standard of attainment in chorus and solo

singing; in pianoforte and organ playing; in

correct, tuneful, tasteful execution of popular and

sometimes classical selections by the well-filled

band of reed and brass instruments (think of the

patience it must cost to teach them all their parts,

mostly by dictation, and the wonderful amount and

accuracy of memory in those who learn them !)

;

in musical theory also ; in the practice and analysis

of harmony, not stopping shoi't of counterpoint,

for their induction into the mysteries of which they

have for more tlian a year past had such material

to read and analyze and play and sing as some of
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the German chorals, set in the inimitable four-part

harmony of Bach,— an inestimable advantage to

them, both as accustoming them to the purest

models of artistic, tenderly expressive contrapun-

tal harmony, and as endowing them with the

means of inexhaustible social and religious edifi-

cation by participating together in such high and

perfect music. This ideal, to be sure, has been

only partially and quite imperfectly realized. The

experiment is in its infancy. Certain practical

difficulties, involving other aspects of the general

education, make it, as yet, impossible for any fre-

quent practice of the chorals by the four classes

of voices all together in full harmony. Sopranos

with altos, tenors with basses, learn and practice

their parts separately, eking out the other half of

the harmony by the pianoforte, which of course

falls far short of the ultimate intention; and all

other kinds of four-part singing suffer under the

same unfortunate embargo. But these chorals also

form good matter for the band. With the four

parts Avell distril)uted among the various instru-

ments, they constitute some of their most noble,

beautiful, uplifting and inspiring performances.

The number of pupils Avho received musical

instruction during the past year was one himdred

and thirteen. Of these, eighty-eight studied the

pianoforte; ten, the cabinet and pipe organs; six,

the violin; eight, the clarinet; one, the flute; nine-

teen, the various brass instruments; thirteen, the
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history of music; thirty-eight (divided into four

separate chisses) studied harmony; eighty-four

practised singing in classes, of which there are

five; and twenty-five received private lessons in

vocal training. Of the eighty-eight who began

to take pianoforte lessons, twelve discontinued

them, after a fair and careful examination, for

want of the necessary talent.

Among the studies and the remunerative indus-

tries of the institution, the tuning of pianos has

been practised with remarkable success. Mr. J.

"W. Smith, the able and devoted head of that de-

partment, with Mr. G. E. Hart and a corps of

well-tried practical tuners, continue not only to

be reengaged for the tuning and regulating of

all the pianos in the public schools of Boston, but

to give unfiiiling satisfaction in numerous families,

which have for years de23ended on their skill and

faithful care.

This scheme of education, already large and

many-sided, would not be complete without indus-

trial training, whereby every pupil, boy or girl,

may go out into the world armed for self-support

by a practical acquaintance with some branch of

manual industry. And this has been provided for

from the date of the organization of the school.

There is a workshop for the boys, in which the

usual mechanic arts are taught, and with success,

under the direction of work-master John II.

Wright. Special attention is paid to upholstery.
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with the details of which our assistant work-

master, Mr. E. C. Howard, has become very

famihar. The worlo'ooms for the girls are as

attractive as ever, offering a scene of lively,

varied, cheerful, useful, tasteful activity. Their

fine condition is mainly due to the unremitting

efforts and exquisite tact of the princij)al in-

structress and chief organizer. Miss Abby J.

Dillingham, whose feeble health, unfortunately,

compelled her to ask relief from her duties for

one year; but she has returned to her post with

improved health. In these rooms many of the

girls have become adepts in the use of the needle,

as well as in the manipulation of sewing and

knitting machines. In some kinds of sewing,

knitting and crocheting they surpass the majority

of seeing workers. They excel in several Idnds

of handiwork requiring taste as well as skill.

Kor is domestic labor neglected. They take

their turns in doing the lighter household work,

and will be able to do their part towards maldng

homes comfortable and neat and pleasant.

3. Commencement Exercises.

These were held, according to the annual

custom for the last seven years, on Thursday

afternoon, June 7, in the great hall of Tremont

Temple, more overflowed than ever by the eager

multitudes that sought admission.

As chance would have it, there were no grad-
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nates this year, no pupil l)eing yet prepared. This

fact must not be thought to contradiet or in any

way deduct from the credit we have just been

giving to the schooL It arose simply from some

reconstruction ol" the cui-ricuknn, with the addition

of new studies, making it impossible for any to

complete the course in season. But the exercises

were as significant, as varied, and as interesting

and impressive as they always have been. The

president of the corporation, Samuel Eliot, LL.D.,

presided, and an earnest opening address was

made by the Kev. AVilliam Elliot Grifhs, D.D.

As a prelude on the organ, a fugue of Bach was

played by Christopher A. Rowland. After the

address, a popular overture was plaj^ed by the

band of the institution, never before so well

equipped with clarinets, flute, coi'nets and all the

usual instruments of brass, and never more ac-

curate in intonation and in execution, while

showing a considerable gain in taste and good

expression. A class of boys were very quick

and sure in the solution of problems in mental

arithmetic. Then came reading from the raised

type by the touch by two of the younger girls,

who proved themselves remarkably proficient;

the clear, pleasant voice and just accent Avith

which they read it out Avere no less commendable

than the sure, quick motion of their fingers pick-

ing up the words. In the absence of the little

children of the kindergarten at Jamaica Plain,
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on account of the recent illness there, this reading

exercise was supplemented by the introduction of

that second Laui'a Bridgman, Helen Keller, eight

years old, from Alabama,— a child of remarkable

talent, whose rapid progress in the acquisition of

knowledge and the command of language during

the year and a half that she has been under the

wise, ajffectionate and patient training of Miss

Anna M. Sullivan, one of the most gifted and

accomplished graduates of our institution, has

been simply marvellous. On this occasion she

read with the left hand, rajjidly and easily, a

little story from the raised type, telling it at the

same time with her right hand through the finger

alphabet to her teacher, who interpreted to the

amazed, delighted audience. The ways of the

child were so attractive and so unaffected, she

was so happy and enthusiastic in the acquisition

of each new thought or image, so eager to learn

more, almost acting the whole story out with an

electric play of gestures and of features, an un-

conscious eloquence of the whole body, that she

seemed inspired. There was a grace and fasci-

nation in her every movement. Life and the

knowledge of new things, new thoughts, new

people, seemed an insatiable delight to her. Her

mental activity is untiring. Throughout the live-

long day she seeks, she learns, and she enjoys.

And her nature is most affectionate; she remem-

bers and she loves every one who has taken
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friendly notice of her, showing the most devoted

fondness for her teachers and her nearest fi-iends.

Of coarse the whole great audience were moved

to deepest sympathy, and wholly captivated by

so rare a child.

After a nice performance of Bach's first pre-

lude, arranged as a trio for violin, alto-horn and

piano, by C. W. Holmes, II. E. Mozealous and

H. W. ISIilcs, an exercise in geography with dis-

sected maps showed remarkable proficiency in

J. S. Davis, W. A. Messer and F. J. Muldoon.

The gymnastic exercises by the girls and by

the small boys, both tastefully and fitly uni-

formed, and the military drill of older boys,

under the exacting discipline of their " colonel,"

J. H. Wright, formed a spectacle well worth

witnessing. It was followed by a female chorus,

Eichberg's " To thee, O Country," sung with

sweet voices, tuneful and expressive. And then

came specimens of the way m which the little

kindergarten children (those at the parent school,

South Boston) model objects, illustrating chosen

subjects, in clay. This time they chose " The

Bee and its Work" for their subject; and very

curious, individual and apt, sometimes humorous,

were the forms they produced ; and quaintly naive,

at once shy and confident, their hurried viva voce

descriptions each one of his or her work. Helen

Keller bore her full share also in this triumph,

though she could not speak except through her
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teacher. While this plastic work was going

on, remarks on the kindergarten, with eloqnent

appeals for its snppoi't, were addressed to the

audience by Dr. Samuel Eliot and the Rev. Stop-

ford W. Brooke.

A song, " Queen of the Earth," delivered in a

fine, rich tenor voice, and with artistic, cultivated

style, by Lemuel W. Titus; a well-studied exer-

cise in science (a. The Sponge; h. A typical

plant) was offered by a class of girls; and the

programme, which the whole audience sat through

with more than patient interest, was concluded

with an effective singing, in full chorus, of Men-

delssohn's "May Song."

These illustrations must have convinced all

witnesses of the high standard, steadily main-

tained, and with such excellent results, in the

whole education at the Perkins Institution. This

standard will inevitably rise to a yet higher point,

the fruits will be much finer, when the new kin-

dergarten shall have had a few years longer to

become fully operative, and when blind chil-

dren shall be sent to the parent school, not after

being, as hitherto, exposed in tender years to sad

neglect and all perverting influences, but properly

nursed and trained to pure and wholesome habits;

their young faculties developed; their minds made

receptive; their finer sensibilities ministered to;

their innocent affections met; and, under sympa-

thetic, constant care and teaching, heart and mind
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and limbs and senses kept in liarnionions play,

and their yonng lives made fall of happiness and

loving joy. The kindergarten, give it a fair

chance, will send another set of pnpils to the

older school, prepared by healthy early habit for

studies more advanced. The Kindergarten,—
we come now to that.

4. The Kindep.gaiiten for the Bli:nd.

A beautiful beginning has been made; a pleas-

ant domain secured; a building, — the nucleus

for future buildings,— comfortable and admirably

suited for its uses, completed, paid for, and now

already for a year and a half occupied as the

happy home and school of little sightless chil-

dren, who learn to read and play and sing and

exercise the senses which they have in a harmo-

nious, healthy way. Poor little innocents ! They

felt at once the gracious influences of the place,

as well as of the kind, noble women set to care for

them; the excellent matron. Miss Isabel Greeley,

the two trained Idndergartners, Miss Fanny L.

Johnson and Mrs. Sarah J. Davidson, and the

assistant matron. Miss Nettie B. Yose. In this

happy garden the young plants began soon to

brighten and develop. A single summer showed

great physical improvement in them all. They

seemed delighted to learn through object-lessons,

and their schoolrooms and their playrooms were

a charming scene to visitors. The spirit of the
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place was irresistible, bright, busy, loving and

progressive.

The school began in May, 1887, with ten

little pnpils, — seven girls and three boys.

At the close of the year, June last, there

had been twenty-three in all. The only draw-

back was the invasion of scarlet fever (of which

a full account is given in the report of the

director), with the death of one very promising

little boy. At present, twenty-seven children

have been received; the building has accommo-

dations for only thirty-two. One or two of the

most advanced have had to be transferred to

South Boston, and there are still more applicants.

"Waiting thus their turn, they are losing valuable

time, and, in most instances, remain exposed to

pernicious influences, from which they ought to

be speedily removed. The erection of a second

building, similar to that now in use, will ere long

become imperative. But where are the funds to

come from?

That "endowment fund of |100,000," which

alone will supply a reliable source of income for

the support of the kindergarten, accumulates but

very slowly. Through the strenuous efforts of

the ladies visiting committee, and of other

friends of little sightless children, about one-third

of this sum has been contributed. For the re-

maining tAvo-thirds we must appeal once more to

the philanthropic public.

The members of the ladies visiting committee
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have done well their part so far, and do not

falter yet. They have taken a profound interest

in their work, and rendered valual)le service in

many wa^s. They have visited the kindergarten

regularly, and in no mere perfunctory manner.

They have become acquainted with the pupils

and their needs; have learned to know them and

their teachers; have aided and encouraged both

with sympathy and good, womanly advice. They

have made several appeals to the public in their

behalf,— a public which has not yet met them

half way. They have held receptions, not with-

out fruit. They have done everything in their

power to bring the enterprise to the notice of

those who are blessed with benevolence as well

as wealth.

Shall the appeal fail? Shall a work so incon-

testably good, a cause so sacred, languish for

the want of money? Of course, it would be

insulting Providence to doubt that the fund will

be made up in course of time. But we need it

noiv. AVe need it, that the helpless little ones

presented for admission may not plead in vain.

AVe need it for the relief and freedom from

anxiety of our director, the self-sacrificing au-

thor of the plan, whose whole heart is in it; who
has racked his brain and strained every faculty

day and night in shaping and maturing it, and

has expended his rare powers of elucidation and

persuasion in getting others interested in it, until
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it is absolutely due to Mm that all who have the

means shall see to it that this foundation shall

no longer remain uncompleted. We owe it to

the beautiful idea itself, if only for its own sake,

to a new movement in the work of education,

one of the most original, most interesting, most

beneficent (so far as it has yet had a chance to

try itself) that ever sprang up among teachers

in the whole history of education. If you doubt

it, friend of humanity in this most philanthropic

neighborhood,— at all events reputed such,— let

us beg of you to take some early pleasant day,

when you can do nothing better, and go out to

Jamaica Plain and pay as long a visit as you

can to that humble but attractive kindergarten,

now only in its infancy. The teachers will wel-

come you with joy, explaining everything, con-

cealing nothing; and the little ones, the flowers

of this living garden, most certainly will win

your heart. Do not fail to take the trip, you

who delight in doing good and helping a good

work. What worthier can you find? Object-

teaching is the best kind for you, too; and

when you see the school in operation,— the first

such primary school for sightless children in the

world, — you will o\vn that its great usefulness

is already fully demonstrated, and that its im-

portance as the first round in the ladder of edu-

cation for the blind is shown by the fruits already

obtained through its ministrations.
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5. Fi>rANCES.

In the report of the treasurer, presented here-

with, full details are given of all the receipts and

expenditures of the year, which may be summa-

rized as follows: —
Cash on haiul, Oct. 1, 1887, .... $3,028 47

Total receipts from all sources during the year

(including collections of payable notes), . 160,4G3 80

$163,492 27

Total expenditures and investments, . . 126,185 75

Balance, 837,306 52

From this exhibit it may be seen that the

finances of the institution have been prudently

managed, and are in a satisfactory condition.

By Avill of the late Ann Schofield, the institu-

tion received a bequest of $2,000, and also an

interest in the estate Ko. 47 Pinckney street,

upon the death of certain relatives. These rela-

tives desired to purchase the interest, and the

institution accordingly sold it to them for the

sum of $2,250 (which in one sense was partly a

gift), making the total receipts from this bequest

amount to $4,250.

By a unanimous vote of the board, a part of

the permanent funds has been invested in real

estate. A brick building, four stories in height,

located at N^o. 10 Ilayward place, has been pur-

chased, and a part of it will be eventually used

for the purposes of the institution.
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The members of the finance committee have

exercised due care in all matters of investments,

while the auditors of the accounts have examined

all bills and vouchers with regularity and dili-

gence, and have certified their correctness.

6. Repaies and Improvements.

Xo structural alterations of noticeable magni-

tude have been undertaken during the past year,

and the work of repairs has been confined to

what seemed to be necessary for the preserva-

tion of the buildings,— some parts of which are

in a rather shal^y^ condition, — and for the health

and comfort of the household. The only radical

change has been made in the entrance of the main

Ijuilding (hitherto always a precipitously steep

and awkward, if not dangerous, approach) , which

has been reformed, reconstructed and improved as

much as the limitations imposed by an antiquated

edifice, ill-adapted to practical purposes, would

allow.

7. Printing for the Blind.

The press has been, during the year, in active

operation, and prolific in its issues. The edition

of the " Book of Common Prayer," for which Mrs.

Sarah A. Lawrence made provision, was issued

early in the year, and by her munificence a fund

is provided for reprinting it whenever new copies

shall be needed. Since its completion there have

been printed editions of Longfellow's " Hiawatha,"

'' Stories for Little Headers," " The Child's First



35

and Second Book,'" and tlic first volnme of living's

"Life of AVa.shing-ton," of wliicli tlic remaining

Yolunics are now in ])ress. Besides the books

already mentioned, an edition of one Imndred

copies of tlie " Story of a Short Life " has been

pi'inted for free distrilmtion, at the expense of

Miss Nina Rhoades of 'New York, whose liberal

gift we hei'e gratefully acknowledge.

The importance of this department cannot be

overestimated. AYith every new book there is

an enlargement for all coming time of the scope

of knowledge, aesthetic culture and intellectual

enjoyment for the blind^ and this not only for

our own institution, but for all similar schools in

the English-speaking world.

The most pressing need of this department

is a building, in which the different processes

may be conducted with increased focility; and

with it a fire-proof depositor}^ for plates, Avhich,

if destroyed, could be reproduced only with

a large and needless expenditure of labor and

money.

In addition to the books which have been

printed, ten wall-maps have been completed, and

the same number of dissected maps are in the

process of construction.

8. WoKKsiiop FOR Adults.

The workshop, as will be seen by the financial

statement, has barely supported itself; but it has

been of essential service in employing persons
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whose faithful industry entitles them to a liveli-

hood, but who without this resource would sink

into inevitable idleness and penury. This de-

partment deserves patronage, for its work is of

the very best quality, and at prices barely remu-

nerative. But it cannot compete successfully

with establishments that keep themselves before

the public by advertising and agencies. All that

it needs is an increased demand for its work.

We beg the friends of this institution to make

known in their respective circles this method by

which an essential charity may be conferred, with

mutual benefit to giver and receiver.

The first teacher in this department, John

Pringle, died on the 27th of August, at the age

of seventy-five, and in his fifty-sixth year of

service. He was educated at the Edinburgh

Institution for the Blind, and was engaged by

Dr. Howe to start the operations in handicraft

in the Boston school. He has filled his place

with credit and honor, and by industry and thrift

has secured a comfortable subsistence for his

family.

It is worthy of note that the three earliest

schools for the blind in this country all obtained

their first teacher in handicraft from the Edin-

burgh institution : John Pringle having come

thence to Boston in 1832; William Murray, to

Kew York in 1833; John Roxbury, to the Penn-

sylvania institution in 1833 or 1834.
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9. Death of Membeks of the Corporation.

The. corporation has lost by death during the

2:)ast year one of its most devoted and effieient

friends and helpers, James Sturgis, for more than

thirty years a member of the board of trustees.

"No man can have left a more precious memory

than he will ever hold in the respect, esteem and

love of the many who Avere in various ways

brought into relation with him. Kigidly upright,

benevolent equally from feeling and from prin-

ciple, wise in counsel, unsparing of time and

labor in any and every cause of human good, he

gave his whole noble self, mind, heart and soul,

to the interests of this institution, and has been

closely identified with its growth and well-being

for more than half the period of its existence.

The trustees, at a meeting on the 3d of Feb-

ruary, 1888, expressed their sense of his merit

and of their own bereavement and loss in the

following vote :
—

111 the death of James Sturgis, late a member of this

board, we have lost a constant, faithful and devoted friend

of our institution ; a colleague in whose intercourse, counsel

aild cooperation wc have always found enjoyment and

benefit ; an associate endeared to us b}' his uniform courtesy

and kindness ; and a fellow-eitizcn whose upright, honorable

and generous life has merited cordial esteem, respect and

confidence.

The other members of the corporation who have

died during the year are : Louisa May Alcott, well

known for her eminent and merited success as an
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author; Ezra Howes Baker; Mrs. E. B. Bigelow,

whose whole hfe was a mmistry of love; James

Freeman Clarke, whose loss is deeply felt in every

cause and interest of philanthropy; George H.

Corliss of Providence ; Mrs. Margarette S. Curtis;

Stephen Deblois, a man of high reputation for

fidelity in various positions of trust and influence

;

Mrs. George Gardner, who made it her happiness

to do good; Henry W. Gardner of Pi-ovidence;

Mrs. Sarah A. Gill of Worcester; William Gros-

venor of Providence ; Moses Hunt of Charlestown

;

John Pickett of Beverly, a man of surpassing

mei-it in all the relations of social and public life

;

Mrs. Sarah Shaw Russell, one of the noblest of

women, who abounded in kind offices in the

smaller and the larger circle; John H. Sturgis;

and Samuel D. Warren, a liberal supporter of

various public charities.

All which is respectfully submitted by

FRANCIS BROOKS,

JOHN S. DWIGHT,
WILLIAM ENDICOTT, Jr.,

JOSEPH B. GLOVER,

J. THEODORE HEARD,

ANDREW P. PEABODY,

EDWARD N. PERKINS,

WILLIAM L. RICHARDSON,

HENRY S. RUSSELL,

THOMAS F. TEMPLE,

S. LOTHROP THORNDIKE,

GEORGE W. WALES,
Trustees.
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THE REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.

" Je songc a Tan qui s'avance,

Tout aimable et tout joyeux,

Rempli de foi, d'esperance

Et de reves radieux."'— Duval.

To THF, Board of Tuustees.

Oeiitlemen:— Another year, the fifty-sixth in

the history of the institution, has just closed; and,

in bidding it farewell and welcoming the radiant

dawn of a new one, I beg leave to submit to you

a brief account of what has been done during its

course, and to touch npon such matters as are

germane to the education of the blind or concern

their general welfare.

It is a great pleasure to be able to state, at the

outset, that the current of events has flowed on

regularly and quietly, and that nothing unusual

has occurred to impede its onward motion or to

disturb its evenness.

The establishment has enjoyed a high degree of

prosperity. The tasks and enterprises appropriate

to its different branches have been carried on with
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care and assiduity, and its affairs, both external

and internal, are in such a desirable condition,

that, if we cannot announce the full realization of

all our wishes and hopes, we may yet rejoice in

the abounding evidence that w^e have not labored

in vain.

JS'uMBER or Members of the Institution.

" Learning's little household did embark,

With her world's fruitful system, in her sacred ark."

Savift.

At the beginning of the past year the total

number of blind persons connected with the in-

stitution in its various departments, as pupils,

teachers, employes and work men and women, was

200. Since then 40 have been admitted and 2G

have been discharged, making the present total

number 214.

Of these 167 are in the school proper, 28 in the

kindergarten at Jamaica Plain, and 19 in the

industrial department for adults.

The first class includes 153 boys and girls en-

rolled as pupils, 11 teachers and other officers, and

3 domestics. Of the pupils, there are now 141 in

attendance, 12 being temporarily absent on account

of ill health or from other causes.

The second class comprises 27 little boys and

girls and one teacher; and the third 19 men and

women employed in the Avorkshop for adults.
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Health of the Household.

" /Joicxy y(ifJ TO (5' vyiria^ f'x^'"— Euuii'idks.

I regret to be obliged to report that the stand-

ard of the general health of the household has

been below the customary average. True, we

have had no violent outbreaks of epidemics, nor

any instance of serious illness; but our records

show an unusual amount of ailments of a minor

character. This has been especially the case in

the boys' department. Here, dui-ing the months

of February and March, an uncommonly large

number of pupils, teachers and other officers, were

on the sick list from one to two weeks at a time,

suffering either with nausea and diarrhoea, or with

sore throats and a sort of weakening debilit}'.

As a class of diseases similar to those occuring

with us were prevalent in our neighborhood, their

cause may be reasonably attributed to the atmos-

pheric influences, which were for the most part

marked with frequent changes, extremes of tem-

perature and unwonted dampness.

At the recommendation of our medical inspector,

Dr. Homans, the sanitary arrangements of the

main building were at once examined by the

proper authorities. The large cistei'n was emptied

and cleaned, and the vent pipes of the traps Avere

altered and reconstructed in strict conformity with

the provisions and requirements of the new law

regulating matters of drainage and plumbing.
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In the girls' department, in addition to several

cases of measles of the lightest form, there has

been one of scarlatina. As soon as the nature

of the disease was ascertained, the little patient

was removed to the city hospital, where she re-

ceived proper treatment, and made good recovery;

the cottage in which she lived was thoroughly

fumigated under the supervision of an agent of

the board of health, and measures which proved

very cftectual were taken to prevent the spread

of the infection.

Death has not penetrated the walls of the

institution itself to lay its rude hands upon any

of its inhabitants; yet we have to mourn the sad

loss of two of our pupils,— Rosanna O'Riley of

Somerville and Carl Paddleford of Boston. They

died at their respective homes, the former in

March, and the latter on the 29th of June.

Rosanna was an amiable and well-disposed girl,

born with all her faculties in perfect condition

About four years ago, while attending school in

her neighborhood, she received a' very severe

mjury by the fall of a heavy gate,— which

struck her on the side of the head,— and lost

her sight in consequence of the blow. Evidently

a serious disturbance was caused in the cerebral

region by this accident, from the painful effects

of which she never recovered, suffering more or

less from them as long as she lived. Three days

after her admission to this institution, which took
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place on the 21st of September, 1887, she had one

of these attacks, and was obliged to go home and

remain there for three or four weeks. This has

happened several times. Finally, she was placed

at the Massachusetts General Hospital, where she

had most excellent care and medical attendance.

She was repeatedly and thoroughly examined by

the best specialists and other eminent physicians

connected with that renowned institution, but

they were baffled in their investigations and diag-

nosis by some symptoms of the malady, which

seemed to be unique in their nature.

Carl was a good, honest, conscientious lad, of

average mental ability, and refined bodily organ-

ization. As he was ailing with a soreness of

the bowels, to which he was subject, he went

home four days before the close of the school

term for the summer vacation. Soon his illness

developed into typhoid fever of a dangerous char-

acter, and terminated fatally. Ilis demise was

very sudden, and cast a gloom over his loving

sisters and father, while it filled with grief every

member of our household.

Keview of the Work of the Institution.

" Let us survey the vantage"— Shakespeare.

The work of the institution has been carried

on, as usual, in five distinct departments; and a

brief review of the operations of these diiferent
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branches during the past year will show that our

system of physical education, mental develop-

ment, moral and aesthetic culture, and manual

training, has been pursued patiently and perse-

veringly, and that the results produced thereby

are manifest in various ways.

Department of Physical Culture.

" Health is the vital principle of bliss,

And exercise of health."— Thomson.

The value of physical culture has been fully

recognized in our school, and due attention has

been paid to it. Indeed, it is no presumption

on our part to say, that no similar establish-

ment in this country affords better and ampler

facilities for the regular and systematic training

of the bodily powers than does our institution.

We aim to render these in the highest degree

efficient in their several functions, to check mor-

bid tendencies and to prevent disease.

Our gymnasium is adequately equipped with

the necessary appliances and apparatus, and the

various exercises therein prosecuted, under the

direction of Colonel John H. Wright and Miss

Delia Bennett, are progressive in their arrange-

ment and simple in their character. They tend

to oxygenate and purify the blood, expand the

chest, call all the different sets of muscles alike

into play, strengthen the nerves, increase the
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action of the circulatory organs, promote diges-

tion and assimilation of food, develop rolnist

constitutions, and fortify those that arc feeble,

and keep up the sanity and vigor of the hrain.

In compliance ^vith the requirements of the

institution, the pupils have pursued the series

of gymnastics assigned to them with steady reg-

ularity. Moreover, every method has been em-

ployed to induce and even to compel them to

spend a portion of their time in the open air

every day. Our rules requiring them to be out

of doors during recesses are enforced quite as

I'igidly as those which demand their presence in

the schoolroom during study hours.

Literary Department.

"The helm ma}- rust, the laurel bough may fade,

Oblivion's gvasp may blunt the victor's blade

;

But that bright, holy wreath which learning gives,

Untorn by hate, unharmed by envy, lives."— Gkahame

In reviewing the w^ork of this department, I

note with pleasure the advance herein made, and

am happy to report that the mental activity of the

pupils has been diligently promoted, and that

their appreciation of knowledge, and their desire

to crown their heads with the " bright wreath

which learning gives," have been steadily de-

veloped.

Following the injunction, riil temere novan-

dum, we have made no rash innovations in the
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modes of teaching; yet rational improvements have

been introduced, and the evolution of ideas from

the examination and study of sensible objects has

been steadily promoted. Great reliance has been

placed upon the employment of tangible articles

and concrete illustrations as the fittest means for

imparting exact knowledge to the blind, as well as

stimulating their thoughts. Objects and materials

of various kinds, freely drawn from the animal,

vegetable and mineral kingdoms, have been in

constant use. This method of instruction is of

incalculable benefit to both seeing and sightless

children. For, as Goethe says, nature is the only

book that presents weighty matter on every page.

" Die Natur ist das einzige Buch, das auf alien Blilttern

grossen Inlialt bietet."

Owing to a variety of causes of a purely per-

sonal character, an unusually large number of

changes has occurred in the corps of instructors

in the boys' department, where there I'cmains but

one of the four teachers who were with us twelve

months ago.

For reasons relating to the condition of her

health. Miss Sarah J. AVhalen withdrew from the

service of the institution at the beginning of the

spring term in April, and Miss Mary Howard of

Chelmsford was appointed as her successor. Miss

Howard is perfectly familiar with the wants and

requirements of the blind, and has proved to be a
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valuable acqiii.silion to ihe jye^'sonelle of our school.

Patient, unaysumiiig, modest, strictly conscien-

tious, prudent, and of a well-balanced mind, she

is thoioughly devoted to her work, and spares no

labor to make it a success.

At the close of the school term. Miss Annie K.

Gifford declined a reelection, having decided to

spend a part at least of the coming year at her

home in Piovincetown, in order to obtain some

rest and recreation made necessary in her case by

the fatigue resulting from the faithful performance

of her duties. She was quiet in her demeanor,

and of a retiring disposition, but true, honorable,

discreet and fair-minded in all her dealings with

her i)upils and associates. It was with deep regret

that we felt ourselves obliged to part with her.

Miss Kate F. Gibbs, a graduate of the Westfield

normal school, and a person of experience and

good parts, was appointed to fill the vacancy. A
lew weeks later Mr. Jesse T. Morey sent us formal

notice of his decision to quit his post as piincipal

teacher in this department, in order to enter uj^on

the duties of suj^erintendent of the public schools

of a town in Nebraska, to which office he had just

been elected. His resignation was accepted, and

Mr. Edward E. Allen of West Newton was chosen

in his place. Mr. Allen belongs to a family of

teachers noted for their fine culture and ripe

scholarshij),'and seems to have inherited some of

their tastes and traits of character. He is well
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acquainted with our work in all its special features,

and the fact that he does not intend to consider

teaching as a temporary resort, or as a stepping-

stone to some other profession, bat regards it as

his permanent occupation, renders his joining our

corps of instructors ])eculiarly welcome to us.

We have often had occasion to remark that the

training which the blind children and youth receive

at our school is not only beneficial to themselves,

but also, in some instances, helpful to their fam-

ilies, both in an educational and moral point of

view. As a further proof of this fact, we copy

the following extract from a letter written to us

by an intelligent and philanthropic lady, who is

connected with one of the leading benevolent

societies of her place, and who is deeply interested

in the welfare of one of our little boys:—
I have waited a few days before answering your note, as I

wished to see Charles R . I am very much pleased to

notice his improvement in every respect. His mother says

that she shall give his brothers a good education, so that they

may not be inferior to Charles. Freddy will enter the grammar

school this fall. As you perceive, the education which Charles

is receiving will benefit the whole family. And, as I hoped,

the father is keeping sober while Charles is at home.

One of our graduates of the class of 18S7,

Mr. William B. Perry, who, in addition to the

branches taught in our school, applied himself to

the study of Greek and Latin with the assist-

ance of a private tutor, has just been admitted
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to Amherst College without a single condition

or restriction, having passed the requisite exam-

ination very creditably.

Dei»aktmknt of Music.

" There is a charm, a power, that sways the breast

;

Bids every passion revel or be still

;

Inspires with rage, or all onr cares dissolves

;

Can soothe distraction, and almost despair

:

That power is music."— Ahmstuong.

The amount of good work accomplished in this

department daring the past year is very ci-edit-

able to all connected with it, in whatever capacity.

The principal branches of both vocal and in-

strumental music have been well taught by com-

petent instructors, but special stress has been

laid on the study of the pianoforte, a proficiency

in which is indispensable to those who intend

to follow the musical profession.

One of the classes in harmony, consisting of

ten girls, finished the first and second parts of

Richter's manual, studying at the same time com-

position in its simpler forms. Fully realizing the

intrinsic value of this branch, they worked sedu-

lously to become proficient in it. The fruits

of their labors were displayed in two concerts,

the results of which were very gratifying, prov-

ing that the efforts of these young girls have

been crowned with success. The programmes

of these entertainments were made up wholly
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of original music, in which were inclndecl pieces

both for the pianoforte and the voice, the former

being for two and four hands, and the latter

for one, two, three, and four voices. In some

instances, the words of the songs were also

written for the occasion. The teaching of har-

mony is a suitable employment for those of the

sightless musicians who are gifted by nature

with a good ear, whereby they can readily distin-

guish each separate tone in any series of chords

on the pianoforte.

Two new pianofortes have been purchased

during the past year, and our collection of

musical instruments of different kinds has been

fully replenished, and has received many needed

additions.

For the clear understanding and due apprecia-

tion of the master-works of the inspired com-

posers, in addition to a comprehensive knowledge

of constructive details obtained by a thorough

study of the science of music, frequent attend-

ance upon musical performances of a high order

is indispensable. This privilege our students

have enjoyed in full measure, and we gladly avail

ourselves of this opportunity to acknowledge

our indebtedness to the leading musical societies

and organizations of Boston, to the proprietors

and managers of theatres, and to the distinguished

musicians of the city, — whose names will be

given elsewhere, — for opening to pupils of this
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institution, freely and in a most generous spirit,

the dooi's of the best concerts, oratorios, operas,

reeitals and entertainments of various kinds.

There have been four changes made in the

corps of teachers and music . readers of this

department. At the close of the last school

session, Miss Julia IT. Strong, who had ren-

dered good service for three years, declined a

reelection ; and the engagements of Miss Bertha

E. Reed and Miss Jenny A. Wheaton were

not renewed, in accordance with a previous under-

standing. During the latter part of the summer

vacation, Miss Daisy S. Monroe resigned her

position. The vacancies have been filled by the

appointment of Miss Agnes E. Snyder, Miss

Elizabeth B. Langley, Miss Alice Bryant and

Miss Theodosia C. Benson.

Tuning Depaktment.

" The sound

Sympbonious of ten thousand harps that tun'd

Angelic harmonies."— Milton.

Since the last report was made, the affairs

of this department have been managed with

the usnal ability and sound judgment.

While the year which has just elapsed has

witnessed no marked changes, it has, neverthe-

less, been a period of steady growth in those

things most desirable for the well-being of thia

department.
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The number of pupils has increased to six-

teen. The facilities for the study and practice

of the art of tuning have been kept up to the

usual high mark. The contract for taking care

of the pianofortes of the public schools has been

renewed for another year, and the receipts from

outside patrons indicate a growing feeling of

confidence in the skill and ability of sightless

tuners. Accounts received fiom former gradu-

ates of this department, who have settled in

various parts of New England, show a good

dearee of success. A few are located in the

western and southern states, and are estab-

lishing a business sufficient to yield them at

least a fair maintenance, and in some cases much

more than that.

Department of Manual Training.

" Great things of small

One can create, and, in what place soe'er,

Thrive under evil, and work ease out of pain,

Through labor and endurance"— Milton.

Manual training has been made one of the most

prominent means of improvement in this insti-

tution. Its claims are placed on a par with

those of the regular studies, and a part of each

day is devoted to it. All the pupils, whether

destined to become teachers of music, or of

some other branch, are required to spend a

number of hours regularly in the shop, in order
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to learn to use their fiiif^ers ; and, be their

social and domestic cireumstances what they

may, we cannot help urging- them most emphat-

ically to heed tiie following advice, which

according to Kiickert, a king gave to his

son :
—

" Be diligent

In learning all arts, in acquiring all manner of knowledge.

If you eorae to need them, they will be j'our capifcxl

;

If you do not, they will always be accomplishments."

A brief examination of the operations of the

industrial department will show that its work

has been carried on during the past year Avith

the same earnestness as heretofore, and with

equally satisfactory results in both its branches.

/. Worlcsliop for the Boys.

The manual training of the boys has been

carried on with commendable zeal and with

increasing success.

None of the usual branches of work has been

allowed to lapse, and some of them have been

greatly improved. This is specially true with

regard to the upholstering of furniture, which

has been steadily developed under the cai'c of

our assistant workmastei*, Mr. Eugene C. Howard,

and has become one of the leading and most

available occupations for the blind. Sevei-al oi

the older pupils have been so well ti-ained in

this ai't, and have acquired such a ])roficiency
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in it, as to enable them to take their places in

the ranks of regular craftsmen. During the

past year they have upholstered anew all the

furniture in the cottages for girls in a most

satisfactory manner.

//. WorJcrooms for the Oirls.

" One by the hearth sat, with the maids around,

And on the skeins of yarn, sea-purpled, sjDcnt

Her morning toil."— Homer.

The usual degree of activity has prevailed in

these rooms during the past twelve months,

and particular pains have been taken to maintain

their attractiveness, as well as the high stan-

dard of industry which the pupils are expected

to reach.

The classes in -sewing and knitting, both by

hand and machine, in bead and fiincy-work, and

in making useful and ornamental articles of

various kinds, have been continued with excel-

lent results.

In many cases the progress of the learners

has been very slow ; and, in order to teach them

the rudiments of handicraft step by step, the

instructoi-s in the diffei'ent branches have been

requii'ed to exercise no small amount of patience

and tact. Yet, on the whole, satisfactory advance-

ment has been made all along the line.

It gives us very great pleasure to report that

the piincipal teacher in this branch of the in
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dustrial (U'[)arlnK'nl, INIiss Ahhy J. 1 )iirni^ha!n,

who was eompi'lled by lecblu healih lo take

leave of absence for one year in order to seek

rest and i-ecuperation, has returned to her post

with strength renewed and spirits refreshed.

We regret to add, however, that her assistant

and substitute, Miss Cora L. Davis, who ren-

dered efficient service to the institution for six

consecutive years, is no longer with us, having

entered upon the duties of a home of her own.

The vacancy created by this new invasion of

matrimony has been filled by the appointment

of Miss Mary L. Sanford of Stamford, Yt. The

engagement of Miss A. M. Morrison as assist-

ant terminated witli the expiration of the school

year.

Laura Bridgman's Semi-centennial.

" Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale

Her infinite variety."

—

Shakespeaue.

A noteworthy event in the history of the school

occurred during the past year,— an event as nnique

and significant as it was interesting. It was noth-

ing less than " the commemoration of an achieve-

ment, which has won the admiration and excited

the astonishment of the world,"— a memorial meet-

ing in honor of Di*. Howe, as well as an occasion

of extending felicitations to Laura Bridgman,

who celebrated, on the afternoon of Dec. 2
1

, 1887,
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the fiftieth aiuiiversary of her admission to the

school.

The date was somewhat later than that of her

first arrival at the institution, but was chosen by

Laura herself, in order that her fifty-eighth birth-

day might carry off the honors.

The music hall of the institution was appropri-

ately decorated with plants and flowers, emblems

and mottoes; conspicuous among the latter, and

placed over the large organ, were Dr. Howe's

chosen words, here and now grandly exemplified,

" Obstacles are things to be overcome." In front

of the platform an evergreen tree had been placed,

beautifully decorated and heavily laden with pres-

ents sent by friends from far and near. The hall

was filled to its utmost capacity with the members

of the school, including those from the kinder-

garten, and with invited guests, among whom were

Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, Rev. A. A. Miner, D.D.,

Rev. Edward Everett Hale, D.D., Rev. Phillips

Brooks, D.D., Capt. Robert Bennett Forbes of

Milton, Mrs. John E. Lodge, Miss Sophia B.

Carter of Andover (one of Dr. Howe's first pupils)

and her sister Miss Emily Carter.

Laura was seated on the platform, and at her

special request Miss Moulton, the matron of the

institution, sat by her side and kindly gave her a

running interpretation of the performances as they

progressed.

Mrs. Howe presided, and opened the exercises

with the announcement that, in response to Laura's
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request, her friend, Miss Freda Black, would give

an organ solo, adding the explanation that Laui-a

enjo3's musie through her feet from the vibrations

of the floor. After the solo, which was spoken of

as " appropriately jubilant and brilliant," Mrs.

Howe gave a brief but most fitting address, in the

following words: —

We meet toda}' at once to congratulate a friend and to

celebrate an achieveniont. AVe congratulate Laura Bridgmau

upon the completion of her fiftieth year of life in this beloved

institution. We celebrate the victory achieved in her behalf

by heroic philanthropy over difficulties supposed to be insur-

mountable. When we think of what Laura's life might have

been, our thoughts present to us an abyss of darkness and iso-

lation which we have no power to measure. We commiserate

alike the blind and the deaf. " Knowledge at one entrance

quite shut out " is a fact sad enough to contemplate ; but when

siglit and liearing both fail, we might ask, what is left? In

Laura's case these precious senses were lost in infauc}'^, before

the immature mind had had anj' opportunity^ of enriching and

improving itself from the outer world. She had, indeed, seen

that beautiful world, but with the eyes of a little child who

knows not the meaning of what she sees. She had heard the

music of a mother's voice when it meant to her only the ready

sympathy and protection which the youngest child seeks and

needs. Education would have interpreted to her growing mind

the deep significance of these familiar facts. But at this junc-

ture education became impossible. The outer world became a

blank to her. We cannot wonder that her mother, on becom-

ing aware of the child's condition, thought of death as a happy

release for her. Any of us, under similar circumstances, would

have so considered it. But this captive of darkness was to be

ransomed. Even while people mourned and despaired for her,
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her deliverer was at hand. As in the old days of chivalry the

world was wont to demand a champion for a woman in distress,

so Rumor found our hero, Dr. Howe, dwelling with prophetic

foreboding upon the possibility of interpreting the two worlds

of thought and of action to one shut off from the royal road to

knowledge, the way of visible perception.

Laura seemed to be disinherited of her human estate. No
ray of light, no accent of instruction, could reach her. For her

there was no word, no definite thought. Now came the ques-

tion, can the most patient labor lead her to the apprehension of

language? Perhaps there would be one chance in favor of this,

and many against it. Of that one chance Dr. Howe determined

to avail himself to the utmost. He found the little girl desolate

at her father's fireside ; he persuaded her parents to give her

into his care. And, after many efforts and much anxious wait-

ing, the light within the beleaguered citadel answered to the

light without, and Laura entered into the great inheritance of

human thought and expression. So we congratulate Laura to-

day upon having been enabled to live so much of a normal

human life, rich in sympathy, and full of instruction to herself

and others. And, rejoicing with her, we may also rejoice that

the ministration which has been so happy in her case has be-

come a point of departure for the instruction of man}^ who are

cut off, as she has been, from the immediate sources of knowl-

edge, but who, like her, may be led to attain the great results

of human life.

At the conckision of her address, Mrs. Howe
remarked that Laura herself had something to

say, and proceeded to read the following' sketch

written by Miss Bridgman: —
There was a little blind and deaf and dumb girl named

Laura D. Bridgman, whose eye was shaded by a curtain from

her childhood ; then the curtain was drawn up by the hand
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of riod, and Iicr Ih'iuV was lillcd with lii;Iit divine. She lived

on :ui iiinneiise farm in Hanover, N. II. She was conducted

to Hoston hy Iier jKirents at the a<j;o of seven years. A
great and wise gentleman came to visit her at lier own liome.

His name was Dr. S. CI. Howe, of whom little Laura was so very

shy ; she was timid of his long hands when he took her tiny

hands gently and kindly. Little Laura was shy when Charles

Sumner and Dr. John Fisher and other gentlemen greeted

her most cordially and kindly. She was so hapi)y to live

with Dr. Howe and his sister Jeannette for months. He

bought her a little costly chair with a stuffed seat, which she

enjoyed highly ; also a nice low and narrow bed, which could

be made for sitting up in instead of leaving the French

couch.

It was a jo^'ous privilege for her to learn to spell on

her tinj' fingers. She learned to thread a darning needle by

the aid of the first matron of the institution, whose name

was ]\Irs. Smith. She loved her dearly. She used to rock

on a rocking horse ; she used to ride in a basket witli wheels,

the girls loved to draw her so much. She studied arith-

metic, algebra, geography, historj^, astronomy, philosophy and

geometry when she was grown up. It was a blessing that

she could accomplish various things. Besides doing duties

for the matron and friends, she was happy to be the assist-

ant of the teacher in the work school for many long terms.

She hopes zealously that all children will be cared for with

a loving providence from our heavenly Father ; also that

they may love him.

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you all on the

blest anniversary of my birthday. I praise the Lord for his

loving kindness toward me. He has been merciful to enrich

me with a home and many friends during this long, long life

of fifty years. I have attained the enjoyment through the

wondrous goodness of our heavenly Father. If Dr. Howe

and Mrs. Morton and ]Miss Ilogers aud Mrs. Bond were on
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the wide earth, it would add the happiness of my greeting

them at this jubilee. But the Lord is my joy, and I rely on

him for real happiness. I loved Dr. Howe as well as an

own father. He was a precious gift from above for my

youth. He is more worthy than fine gold."

Dr. Samuel Eliot, president of the corporation,

was unable to attend the celebration, but sent a

congratulatory letter, containing facts and remi-

niscences of the deepest interest: —
Dec. 20, 1887.

Dear Mr. Anagnos : — I very much regret that illness will

prevent me from being with you tomorrow when you keep

Laura Bridgman's semi-centennial. The celebration of an

event so interesting to the school as her admission to it is a

happy idea, and I am sure, with Mrs. Howe and other friends,

it will be most happily carried out. Will you give Laura a

message of kindness and deep personal interest from me? I

am thankful for her that she has fifty rich years to look back

upon, filled as they are with memories of devotion to her and

devotion from her, the dead no less living to her than those

who survive, and all in one communion of helpfulness and love.

It is indeed a beautiful life, its great wants greatly supplied,

and its grateful returns flowing in an unbroken stream.

My own recollections of her are more than half a century

old. I was asked in my boyhood by Mr. Longfellow, my

mother's friend and mine, to go with him to the White Moun-

tains, and not with him only, but with his travelling companions

Mr. Hillard and Dr. Howe. Mr. Hillard was to deliver an

oration before a Dartmouth College literary society at com-

mencement, and so the first stage of our journey was Hanover,

N. H., where we spent several days. One afternoon Dr. Howe

left us to see a child of whom he had spoken as interesting him

strongly. She was not merely blind like his pupils in the

Perkins Institution, but was also deaf and dumb. Neither



61

Diirtiiiouth comnienceincnt nor the Wliite IMoiuituiiis liad been

the chief object of his journey, but this chihl, whom he thought

he could help, if her parents were willing to intrust her to him.

It was a grave proposal to make to them, a grave responsibility

for him to assume ; but he was ready, and the parents yielded.

lie returned to us from his drive like one who had won a

victory; ai\d a victory it proved, — one of those victories of

peace which uplift humanity and bring us all nearer to God.

The day when Laura Bridgman was found in her helpless-

ness by her benefactor was her true birthday. Till then she

was more like one unborn ; but at his word she was born into

the life she has since lived. The lines of Whittier on his own

birthday come back to us as we celebrate hers :
—

" And if the eye must fail of light,

The ear forget to hear,

Make clearer still the spirit's sight,

]\Iore fine the inward ear.

Be near me in my hour of need.

To soothe, or cheer, or warn
;

And down the slope of sunset lead,

As up the hills of morn."

"With all good wishes, your faithful friend,

Sam'l Eliot.

A performance by the band then gave the audi-

ence another opportunity of witnessing Laura's

pleasure in music, as she frequent!}'- clapped

her hands and uttered sounds of delight.

Rev. Edward Everett Hale, D.D., was then

called upon.

He said that he had the advantage, which sixty-five years

of age gives, in being able to compare the present with the

past. He remembered the first fair for the blind which had
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been spoken of ; indeed, he was fond of telling his young

friends at the institution of the contribution which he made to

that fair, and of the glories of it in the eyes of a boy. In

those days, the blind had not one book to read where they

have now a hundred, and successes which we now count as

a matter of course were then spoken of as if they were

doubtful experiments.

It is impossible to speak on such an occasion without

recalling the memory of Dr. Howe, to whose courage, faith,

perseverance and insight, what we might call the second

birth of Laura Bridgman was due. To the sagacity of his

plans, to the diligent care of his daily observation, and to

that unbroken patience with which he carried on his care of

her, who shall say how much the world now owes? For,

indeed, the whole system of our modern education, not only

of the blind, but in all schools, has been changed by the

light thrown upon the training of the human mind in the

successive reports of Dr. Howe. And what a benefaction it

is which he and Laura Bridgman gave to this world ! How

much the world now owes of its knowledge of the mind and

its processes,— may I not say of the soul and its powers?—
which it can prove by a visible demonstration, for which,

fifty years ago, no such demonstration was possible ! Here

is the whole range of skepticism as to spiritual power ; here

are the people who tell us that to the operation of the five

senses is due all the knowledge which we call spiritual

knowledge, all the conceptions which we call spiritual con-

ceptions, all the insight which we call spii'itual insight. And

now those persons, when they tell us so, have to consider

the undoubted fact, that, in Laura Bridgman, who is bereft

of at least three of those senses, what we call spiritual life

shows no check or hindrance. The elements of spiritual life

are faith and hope and love,— "these three abide and are

eternal." And where will you go to find faith or hope or

love stronger in their woi"k, more distinct in every token
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which you may ask for, than you find them in the life of

our friend here, who is wholly deprived of the organs, which,

you are told, produced these realities by some mechanical

efficacy? This is no time nor place to carry out such illus-

trations of the new plane on which the whole science of edu-

cation stands, since Dr. Howe brought the little girl whose

new birthday we commemorate from her country home ; since

he lifteil her from that grade of being, Avhich one hardly

calls human life, in which she only felt with her finger-tips

the roughnesses of outside things, and made her live and move

and have her being in that other plane of life, where they

see as they are seen and know as they are known, even if

they think the thoughts of angels, and see the visions of

angels, and know the truth which angels are glad to know.

But, without carrying out into long detail the suggestions of

such memories, one is glad to express gratitude to Dr. Howe

and congratulation to her.

Kev. A. A. Miner, D.D., was the next speaker.

He gave an interesting acconnt of a call which

he made at Mr. Bridgman's house in Hanover,

N. H., during his residence in the neighborhood

as a young school-master, where he first saw

Laura, then a beautiful infant of a year old.

This was before the dreadful fever had deprived

her of every sense but that of feeling.

It would tax our imagination, he added, to conceive

how it could be possible for Laura to regain any fraction of

that which she had lost ; but it is only a wonderful illus-

tration of that great and wise maxim, " where there is a will

there is a way." What has here been done is but a dawn-

ing of the possibilities of education.
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A group of children seated on the platform,

and comprising the members of the kindergarten

in Jamaica Plain, were now introduced, and gave

a little song composed for the occasion, in the

following words :
—

The birthday queen we children greet,

And offer roses, fresh and sweet.

INIay fortune never ceane to bless

And crown her days with hap2)iness.

Meanwhile, two of their number came forward

and presented Miss Bridgman with a beautiful

basket of choice flowers, " which she fondled with

such evident delight that one could almost believe

her touch was delicate enough to convey to her

mind an idea of their true beauty in color and

fragrance."

Rev. Phillips Brooks, D.D., was then invited

to speak, and alluded to the mystery of Miss

Bridgman's life: —

How isolated, shrouded in darkness, it seems to us, yet

perhaps more blessed than we can imagine, since in her

blindness she may have seen things that other minds have

never conceived. There is something moi'e than the mere

fifty years of Laura Bridgman's life that we can be grateful

for. It has opened up a new thought, a new world to us,

— the knowledge of that great unseen. I do not know

kow much she has realized this, how much light she has shed

upon science and upon the method of treating those similarly

afflicted ; but it is certainly great. Her life has been free

from distractions ; it has not been pulled about by outside
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influence. In the silent house of fifty years this life must

have been drawn near to God with a nearness which we

cannot feel. If she has had thought of the great usefulness

of her life, of its inspiration, we have nothing to pity her

for, only to congratulate her, and feel a fellow-thankfulness

for her life.

The speaker hoped for many more years of

happiness for Laura, before the perfect life which

never ends should come. In conclusion, Dr.

Brooks made a pleasant allusion to the kinder-

garten and the parent institution.

Capt. "R. Bennett Forbes of Milton, one of

the oldest living representatives of the Perkins

family, contributed the following interesting remi-

niscence connected with Laura's history: —
As ray memory, like my speech, is very short, I have

reduced it to writing. Feeling great interest in this institu-

tion, and believing that I am the oldest representative of one

of its earliest friends. Col. Thomas H. Perkins, I have come

here at the invitation of Mr. Anagnos. After what has been

said by able speakers, it would be out of place for me to say

more than a few words, especially as my deafness prevented

my hearing what has been said. A friend reminds me that

Thomas Carlyle impudently said, "what great or noble thing

has America ever done?" It was replied: "She has pro-

duced a girl born deaf, dumb and blind, who, from her own

earnings, has sent a barrel of flour to the starving subjects of

Great Britain in Ireland." I had the pleasure of carrying the

flour to Ireland in the " Jamestown," in 1847 ; and, after forty

years, the fact has not been forgotten by the Irish people.

A statement was then given regarding the

number and condition of persons at the present
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day afflicted like Laura. " Two of these are now

under special training, and are in charge of

graduates of this school, — Edith M. Thomas,

scarcely nine years of age, who has just been

admitted to the kindergarten, and has already

mastered a few words in the finger language;

and Helen A. Keller of Alabama, who, though

little more than seven years of age, is quite

phenomenal in mental capacity and growth, and

has already made remarkable progress, as fac-

similes of her letters, in the neat ' square hand,'

clearly prove."

Helen's story excited intense interest, and held

the attention of the audience very closely, as it

seemed to present another little Laura Bridgman,

just emerging from dread darkness into joyful

light, under the faithful instruction of a gifted

teacher, who had studied Dr. Howe's methods and

imbibed his spirit, thus helping forward his great

work, and adding choice flowers to his memoriail

wreath. It seemed a singular coincidence that

Laura's semi-centenary should mark the advent of

two little hapless pilgrims to the beneficent care

that had given to her life all its brightness.

Selections from a biographical sketch of Laura,

compiled from Dr. Howe's reports, were read

by Eunice French, and a four-part song given

by the girls concluded the programme.

During the exercises Laura had shown a keen

and lively interest in all that was passing, and
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her mobile countenance and happy manner clearly

expressed the overflowing joy of her heart. When
she was at length conducted to the tree, her sur-

prise and delight seemed boundless. Fiiends

gathered around to present their congratulations,

and to witness her joy as she examined and

appropriated the gifts. As she had previously

intimated that nothing would give her more hap-

piness than a music-box, one was soon discovered

among her new-found treasures, and set in motion.

Holding it in her hands, she felt the vibrations of

the tune, and laughed aloud with pleasure. A gold

bracelet next caught her attention, and with an

expression of delight she placed it upon her wrist.

The whole scene was one which verified and

emphasized the assertion, that the development

of Laura Bridgman's nature to the point which

it has now reached, requiring as it has the utmost

skill and patience on the part of her instructors,

is " one of the most remarkable educational facts

of the century."

Helen Keller.

" Nor strong tower, nor wall of beateoi brass,

Nor airless dungeon, nor sti'ong links of iron,

Can be retentive to the strength of spirit."

Shakespeari:.

The case of little Helen Keller is a most striking

illustration of the truth, which is tersely but graph-

ically expressed in the above lines of the poet.
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When nineteen months old, this remarkable

child was snddenly attacked by a severe illness,

which, although brief in duration, destroyed her

senses of sight and hearing. As both these royal

avenues of perception were hopelessly closed, the

tiny victim was at once isolated from her environ-

ment, and sunk in the bosom of thick night and

profound stillness. She could no longer hear the

music of the birds and the soothing lullaby of her

loving mother, nor see the beauty of the flowers

and the smiling faces of those around her. The

sun and moon and every starry light were eclipsed

to her, and the booming of the cannon and the

thunder, " winged with red lightning and impetu-

ous rage," ceased to have the slightest effect npon

her sealed ears. To her all was black and peace-

ful, silent and awful. Hers seemed to be the se-

cluded lot of an exile in the world, debarred from

human fellowship, shut out from all that is sweet

in intercourse with others, and doomed in the very

midst of the crowd to the misery of solitary con-

finement. The following words of Sir Walter

Scott give as characteristic a description of her

position in society as if they had been written for

that express purpose :
—

" 'Twas a prison room

Of stern serenity and gloom."

But, although Helen's physical frame, deprived

of its principal channels of communication with the
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material world, became a sort of dismal dungeon

cutting her oft' " from the cheerful ways of men,"

her unfettered spirit was neither crushed nor

maimed, nor reduced to drowsy inertia and fatal

stupor by the mournful sullenness and dead silence

of its encasement. On the contrary, like a caged

lark, impatient of its captive state, it was con-

stantly striving for a vent whereby to get abroad,

to go out and examine the relations of external

things, to come in contact with living creatures and

inanimate objects.

While Helen's mind was thus laboring to escape

from the strong tower of its impi-isonment, my
friend and former pupil, Miss Anna M. Sullivan,

was engaged by Capt. Keller at my recommenda-

tion to aid his little daughter in her strenuous

eft'orts to gain freedom. Fully conscious of the

magnitude of the task, the young teacher entered

upon the duties of her holy mission with much dif-

fidence and not a few miso^ivino^s as to the com-

pleteness of her equipment and its adequacy to

meet the requirements. But she was determined

not to disappoint those who placed implicit confi-

dence in her ability. ]^or was there any ground for

serious apprehension of failure on her part. She

had no uncertain problems to solve, no untried ex-

periments to make, no new processes to invent, and

no trackless forests to travei'se. Her course was

clearly and definitely indicated by the finger of the

illustrious liberator of Laura Bridgman. His
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glorious achievement stood before her like a peer-

less beacon, illumining her pathway, urging her

onward, and filling her heart with hope and en-

couragement.

On taking charge of her little pupil, Miss Sulli-

van saw at a glance that she had an extraordinarily

bright child to deal w^ith, and that what was so

wonderfully made could not be kept in endless

shade. The ebulliency of Helen's mental activity,

and the outbursts of despair which followed the

failure of her attempts to make herself understood

by the members of her family, convinced the

teacher that there was a tremendous intellectual

force locked up and suppressed in a dismal grave,

struggling for an outlet, and ready to shatter its

barriers. Following the simplest and most direct

methods of Dr. Howe, Miss Sullivan sought

anxiously to find some aperture in the rocky walls

of the cavern, through which to convey the pabu-

lum of knowledge to a starving soul. Her efibrts

were rewarded with a speedy and grand success.

Helen's darkened mind was reached through the

sense of touch, and was filled with rays of celestial

light. The stupendous feat was accomplished m-

stantaneously, as by the touch of a magic wand.

The little prisoner was triumphantly rescued, and

became at once a citizen of the world. She is no

longer disinherited from her human estate, and

treads the earth with buoyant footsteps and a light

heart. Freed from her double incarceration, and
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lifted from her bondage, she stands now upon the

mount of mental vision, and receives her inspira-

tion directly from external sources. Her deliver-

ance from the dreadful abyss of blackness and soli-

tude was hailed with joy in every direction; and,

while she is still contending against fearful odds,

the people at large watch her with loving sympa-

thy, encourage her in her attempts to gain intel-

lectual light, feel pride in her achievements, ap-

plaud her triumphs, cheer her with appreciative

words and cordial greetings, and urge her to go

forward.

In my last annual report I published a short

sketch of Helen's case, together with a most

interesting and instructive account of her history,

and of the means and methods employed in her

education, written by Miss Sullivan. I shall now

notice in brief such of the developments or strik-

ing phenomena as have occurred during the past

year, dividing them into physical, intellectual and

moral.

Before proceeding with my story, I deem it

my duty to state, that personal observation and

careful study of the multiform phases presented

by this human marvel have convinced me, that

there is not the slightest exaggeration in what

has been said about her. This opinion is shared

by all who have come in contact with her.

Helen enjoys excellent health. Her appetite

is exceedingly good, and her sleep, which, in the
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language of the poet, constitutes the " chief

noiirisher in life's feast," is sound and unbroken.

Her bodily growth has been perfectly symmetrical.

She is now eight years and four months old,

and her height is four feet, five inches and three-

fourths. Her waist measures twenty-four inches,

and her head, which is broad and full, measures

twenty-one inches and a half in circumference—
in a line drawn around it and passing over the

prominences of the parietal and those of the

frontal bones. The measurement over the head

from the orifice of one ear to that of the other

is eleven inches and three-lourths, and from the

chin to the top of the crown it is thirteen inches.

IS^otwithstanding the rapidity of her physical

development, her frame is so fitly proportioned

and so well filled out, her stature so erect, her

features so symmetrical, and her figure so grace-

ful, that the following words seem to be pecu-

liarly fitting to her case:—
" How tall she grows ! What subtle grace

Doth every movement animate

!

With garments gathered for the race,

She stands a goddess, plump and straight."

Helen's mind is incessantly active, and its

enei-gy is so intense that men of the medical pro-

fession often ask the question, " does she rest

w^ell?" and seem to be surprised at the unex-

pected affirmative reply, which is invariably given

to them. There is sufficient ground, however,
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not only for mere apprehension, but for serious

fear, lest the continual excitement of her brain

should undermine her health. Of this danger

both her teacher and her parents are fully aware,

and they are very careful to guard against it.

They cause her to take appropriate bodily exer-

cise daily, and avoid everything that might pro-

duce disturbance in the nervous system, or serve

to stimulate vigorous thought. Since March last

no regular instruction has been given to her

either in reading, writing, arithmetic or any other

branch. Nevertheless, it is utterly impossible to

prevent her studying. AVhether she is in the

house or in the garden, out in the open country

or in the crowded streets of a city, on land or on

the water, she finds everywhere abundant mate-

rials for a lesson in geography or botany or

mathematics, or on some other subject. As soon

as she enters a car on a horse railroad, she wants

to know the color of the animals, the names of

the conductor and driver, the number of the

passengers, and whether there are any babies

among them, and asks what can be seen on either

side of the vehicle as it moves along on the

track. In June last she visited the Bunker Hill

monument at Charlestown, in comj^any with her

mother, her teacher and her friend, Mrs. Hopkins,

and manifested great interest in its history and

in its height. She had hardly reached the ground
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after descending from the top of the tower, when

she informed her companions that there were

two hundred and ninety-two steps in it, missing

only two from the exact number.

For six weeks I have had the rare pleasure of

sitting by her side at the table, and of walking,

playing, romping and travelling with her con-

stantly, and only once during this period did I see

her exhibit a spirit of impatience. This occurred

during a visit to Pilgrim Hall at Plymouth, where,

after examining various articles, such as a model

of the " Mayflower," a spinning wheel, Peregrine

"White's cradle, and several ancient chairs, tables

and utensils, she was very much disappointed

because everything was not explained to her

minutely, and because she was not allowed to lay

her hands on the contents of the cabinets, and on

all the precious relics that are treasured in that

sacred shrine. Her hunger for knowledge is in-

satiate. She is always on the qui vive for some-

thing new which seems beyond her reach, l^o

sooner does one begin to converse with her, than

the interrogatives, " why," " how many," " who,"

" what," " when " and " where," fly from her fingers

in rapid succession.

This constant seeking after information, and

incessant mental alertness, taxing as they do the

intellectual and reasoning faculties to the utmost,

might prove calamitous to a person of ordinary
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organization; but fortunately Helen is provided

with a safeguard of inestimable value in her cheer-

ful temperament, for she is ever merry, lively and

hopeful. She is full of sportiveness and glee, of

fun and frolic. She has in a full measure the

buoyancy and gayety of childhood. AVhen playing

with other little boys and girls, her shrill laugh

sounds loudest in the group.

" A sweet, heart-lifting cheerfulness,

Like spring-time of the year.

Seems ever on her steps to wait."

This glad flow of spirits is one of the main

tributaries to the stream of her physical well-

being; for, of all the mental dispositions that

exert a favorable influence upon health, cheerful-

ness is the most potent. It is a peculiarly excel-

lent tonic, and the " best cordial of all." It is a

perpetual song without words, promoting harmony

of soul, and refreshing mind and body as much as

actual rest.

"It gives to beauty half its power,

The nameless charm, worth all the rest—
The light that dances o'er a face,

And speaks of sunshine in the breast."

Indeed, joy, mirth, hope and a sense of content-

ment may be classed among the strongest and

most effective sanitary agencies. They stimulate

the respiration and circulation, and aid the various

organs of the body to perform all their functions

smoothly and powerfully.
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It has been ascertained, beyond the possibility

of doubt, that Helen has not the slightest percep-

tion of light or of sound. She is totally blind and

deaf. On the other hand, the acuteness of her

remaining senses, and especially that of touch and

feeling generally', has been brought to perfection

b}^ constant exercise. She recognizes her friends

as soon as her fingers come in contact with their

hands or with their dress, and not the faintest odor

escapes her notice. When anyone begins to play

on the pianoforte, on the organ or on any other

instrument, her brain is instantly informed of the

fact through the vibrations of the floor. While

attending one of the weekly concerts in our hall

last summer, she became so animated and enliv-

ened by the strains of the music, that it was quite

difficult to prevent her from indulging in dancing.

Of this diversion she is very fond, having learned

its rhythmic movements by feeling the motions of

the feet and the bend of the knee of one of her

little companions, who was trying to teach her the

Terpsichorean art.

Helen's mind has developed itself in a remark-

able manner during the past year. By cheerful

toil and patient labor she has gathered a rich

harvest of general information, and ha-s made

astonishing progress in the acquisition of lan-

guage. Her vocabulary has increased to such an

extent as to comprehend more than three thousand



77

words, which she can spell without a mistake and

employ accui'ately in composition. This is a

marvellous achievement, for there is no pupil in

any of the schools for the blind, from the lowest

up to the highest grade, who is so thoroughly

acquainted with the intricacies of orthography,

and none in those for deaf-mutes who can use

idiomatic English with such ease and precision.

Nay, more! There is no child of her age, in full

possession of his faculties, who could accomplish

in several years what she has done in nineteen

months.

The story of the progress made by this little

human being is like a romance. It is fraught with

interesting and instructive incidents, and opens to

all intelligent persons new sources of thought and

wonder. As will be seen by the extracts from her

diaries, and by her letters, she has gained an un-

common facility and copiousness of expression.

She takes great delight in reading to herself.

Indeed, it is an iudescribable pleasure to watch

her beaming and ever-changing -countenance as

the sentences fall from her fingers. Little stories,

written in a simple style, offer, of course, peculiar

attractions to her; but, no matter what the nature

of an embossed book is, she will occupy herself

with it for hours, apparently feasting on its

contents.

One evening she put her hand on a copy of
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Bach's chorals, selected and edited by Mr. John

S. Dwight for the use of the blind, which was

lying on my desk; and, as she turned a few

leaves, she began to inquire the meaning of the

words wie, schon, leuchtet, etc., which formed part

of the title of the first hymn, ^o explanation

was given to her then about the German or any

other foreign tongue. This was done, however,

on the evening of the 8th of July, when she

was anxious to know what Latin was, having

just heard it mentioned by a pupil of the high

school as one of the studies there. On being

told by her teacher that it was a foreign lan-

guage, spoken by an ancient people and alto-

gether different from ours, Helen caught the idea

instantly, and learned in a few minutes the words

mensa, liomo, pater, mater, jpuer, 'puera and soror,

most of which were spelled to her only once.

The next day she left Boston for Brewster,

where she was to spend the summer months

playing, bathing, and gathering shells and sea-

weeds; but on the 14th of August I received a

note from her, saying that she was studying

French with her teacher, and giving as speci-

mens of her work several short sentences, in

which there was but a single inaccuracy, the ex-

pression ma chere, instead of mon cher monsieur,

being used twice. I need scarcely remark that

I was both delighted and surprised at this new
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revelation. In the same letter she spoke of her

future intentions and of her thirst for general

information in the following words: " I will learn

to talk Latin, too, and some day you will teach

me Greek. I do want to learn much about

everything." AYhile bathing at the sea-shore at

Brewster, she made the acquaintance of a German

lady, who, responding to her wishes, taught her

a few German words.

On her return to Boston at the opening of our

school, Helen seemed to be very eager to study

Greek; and, in answei- to her constant inquiries,

I spelled to her, from time to time, in the sim-

plest possible form, a number of words and short

fomiliar phrases, such as dendro7i, tree; dactyli-

dion, ring; triches, hair; Tcale emera, good morn-

ing; Icale nyMa, good night; ^90s echete, how do

you do; kalos, well; cluere, good-bye, and many

others of the same character. That the little

witch should have stored in the capacious treas-

ury of her memory every scrap of knowledge,

which she had picked up in her irregular lin-

guistic excursions, and that she should be able

to use it correctly whenever she pleases, seems

inconceivable. Yet the following facsimile of a

letter which she wrote to me while making a visit

at the kindergarten for the blind,— differing from

the original only in the underlining of the foreign

words and sentences, — leaves not a shadow of

doubt on this point: —
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On the 29th of October she wrote to her aunt

in Tiiscumbia a brief letter, in which she recurs

to the same subject with her usual clearness.

As this epistle may serve as a confirmation of the

statement made above, I copy it herewith verha-

tim, literatim and j^f^nctuatim. It may be proper

in this connection to state, once for all, that

whenever any passage of Helen's writings is

quoted in the accounts concerning her, it is done

with a sense of the importance of a scrupulous

adherence to the exact form which she used.

No change and no correction is ever made, not

even of the orthography. The note in question

reads as follows:—
My clearest Aunt,— 1 am coming home very soon and I

think you and every one will be very glad to see my teacher and

me. I am very happy because I have learned much about
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many things. I am studying French and German and Latin

and Greek. >iS'e agapo is Greek, and it means I love thee.

J'ai une bonne petite soeur is French, and it means I have a

good little sister. N'otis avous un bon pere et une bonne mere

means, we have a good father and a good mother. Puer is

boy in Latin, and Mutter is mother in German. I will teach

Mildred many languages when I come home.

Helen A. Keller.

These letters, together with a large number of

others which she has written to relatives and

friends, show conclusively not only that their tiny

author is gifted with extraordinary ability for

acquiring foreign languages as well as that of

her own ancestors, but also that she has made

surprising progress in the arrangement and co-

herency of her ideas, in clearness of statement

and in evenness of style.

Helen has attained uncommon dexterity in the

use of the manual alphabet of the deaf-mutes.

She spells out the words and sentences so fast

and so deftly, that even those who are accus-

tomed to this language find it extremely difficult

to follow with the eye the rapid motions of her

fingers. When left alone, she seems very happy

if she has a book or her knitting, or some sew-

ing to do for the famous Nancy and the rest of

her dolls, of which she has quite a family. If

she has no occupation, she evidently amuses her-

self by imaginary dialogues, or by recalling past

impressions. Whether she reads, soliloquizes or
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dreams, she invariably spells out with her fingers

her perceptions, her thoughts or her sleeping

fantasies.

Let me observe here, that Helen's dreams, like

those of all other persons, are the result of the

spontaneous action of her mental faculties. They

are accurately modelled upon the experiences of

her waking life, producing sensations similar in

kind to those received in her state of conscious-

ness, but without order or congruity, because

uncontrolled by the will. Persistent inquiries

have elicited the fact, that light and sound are

as completely absent from her dreams as they

are from her eyes and cars. The last time that

we questioned her closely as to whether she ever

dreamed of seeing or hearing, she replied with

emphasis, "No! I am blind and deaf."

But, remarkable as is the velocity with which

she writes her thoughts upon the air, still more

so are the ease and accuracy with w^hich she

reads the woi-ds formed in the same way by

another person, grasping his hand in hers, and

following every movement of his fingers as letter

after letter conveys his meaning to her mind.

Nor is the swiftness with which she peruses the

embossed page, nor the rapidity with which she

spells out with one hand what she reads Avith

the other, less wonderful.

Helen is a close observer of the actions, man-

ners and movements of those around her, and
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takes the greatest delight in trying to reproduce

some of them. This tendency towards imitation

is very strong, and enables her both to amuse

herself and to entertain others. Frequently she

utters sounds as if she were singing, or holds a

book before her and pretends to read by moving

her lips. When she visited Wellcsley College,

she examined the statuary carefull}^ and after-

wards imitated the various attitudes, which had

attracted her attention. This she did with great

exactness, copj^ing from the statue of the dancing

girl, for instance, the position of feet, hands, arms,

head,— indeed, of the whole body.

Lack of space prevents me from enlarging on

this topic; but I must give one more anecdote.

Helen went to church one Sunday with Mrs.

Hopkins, Miss Sullivan having first charged her

little pupil to be quiet while in the sacred edifice.

At first she was inclined to talk with her fingers,

and asked what the minister was saying. Mrs.

Hopkins told her, and then reminded her of the

injunction to be still, which had been given to

her. Helen immediately obeyed, turned her head

in a listening attitude, and said "I listen."

Doubtless this gifted child is endowed with a

set of intellectual faculties of the highest order,

which enable her to observe acutely, to apprehend

readily, to understand clearly, to imagine vividly

and to reason correctly. But the crowning glory

of her talents consists in the tenacity of her
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memory and in the extraordinary quickness of

her perceptions. In respect to both these mental

qualities she lias but few equals. All that appears

to be miiaculous or mysterious in her case can

be traced either to one or both of these sources,

and be thereby explained.

Helen seldom, if ever, forgets anything that

she has once learned. Names, fticts, descrip-

tions, figures, dates, all are arranged in perfect

order in the capacious recesses of her cerebral

structure, so that she can use them at will. Her

remembrance of past occurrences is very accurate.

She can give the name and residence of any per-

son with whom she is slightly acquainted, with

perfect exactness. You may ask her about some-

thing which she wrote to a friend or put down in

her diary six or seven months ago, and she will

repeat the statement almost word for word. Last

June she was introduced to a young Greek

student, whose long name, consisting of twenty-

eight letters, was spelled to her only once. In

repeating it she made but one mistake. This was

corrected, and about three months later she asked

me where Mr. F-r-a-n-c-i-s D-e-m-e-t-r-i-o-s

K-a-l-o-p-o-t-li-a-k-e-s was.

But, great as is the tenacity of her memory,

the keenness of her perceptive faculties is even

greater, — it is simply marvellous. As soon as

a sensation, even of the faintest kind, reaches the

sensorium, being telegraphed to her brain through
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the medium of the organ of touch, or through

the slightest muscular contact or pressure, her

mind seems to emit a species of electric light,

which illumines the regions of thought, and

renders things clear to the understanding. The

vision of

" That inward eye

Which is the bliss of solitude,"

is so perfect in Helen's case, that the images of

her perceptions dance before it like the daffodils

of Wordsworth. Instances illustrative of this

point are very numerous, and are of the most

profound interest, both from a physiological and

psychological point of view. Miss Sullivan has

given in her sketches quite a number of them,

and I have room here for only one other, which I

copy from my memoranda.

One day a number of persons assembled in

our dining-room were shown by Miss Moulton,

the matron of the institution, a crystal lemon-

squeezer of new design, and all tried in vain to

guess what it was. It had never been used, and

its shape failed to suggest to any one its purpose,

until Helen examined it. She immediately spelled

" lemonade," and wished for a tumbler, in which to

prepare some. When the glass was brought, she

put the squeezer in proper position upon it. On
being closely questioned as to what had suggested

to her an idea, which the adults around her had
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fi\ilc'd to catch, she twice put her liand to her fore-

head, and spelled " I think."

Helen's fertile mind is rich in ideas and crowded

with thoughts, and some of her single sayings

are like flashes of light in the darkness. On
being asked once by a clergyman what ministers

are, she answered promptly, " they are men who

read from a book and talk loud for people to be

good." Evidently her definition is not wanting

either in originality or in aptness.

Helen's moral qualities are as remarkable for

their excellence as are those of her intellect. It is

no hyperbole to say, that she is a personification

of goodness and happiness. She never repines,

and is always so contented and gay, so bright and

lively, that

" While we converse with her, we mark

No want of day, nor think it dark."

Of sin and evil, of malice and wickedness, of

meanness and perverseness, she is absolutely igno-

rant. She is as pure as the lily of the valley,

and as innocent and joyous as the birds of the

air or the lambs of the field. H^o germ of

depravity can be detected in the soil of her moral

constitution, even by means of the most powerful

microscope. Her natural feeling of regard for

others because they have manifested kindness and

admiration towards her, has thus far been a stronsr

protection against the growth of inordinate sel-
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fishness. To her envy and jealousy are utterly

unknown. She is in perfect harmony and on the

best of terms with every one. Her disposition,

" Like a bee in a wild of flowers,

Finds every^vhere perfume."

She loves her parents, her baby sister, her teacher,

her relatives and friends, her playmates and com-

panions, her dolls, her animals, and all living

creatures, with a sympathy so broad and deep that

it opens her heart to the noblest inspirations. By
her benevolence and good will towards all, she

teaches us how to seek the highest goal,

" To earn the true success
;

To live, to love, to bless."

As a striking illustration of Helen's intense

fondness for all living creatures, and of her great

interest in their welfare, we print in full the fol-

lowing description of a touching incident, written

by one of our teachers in the girls' department,

Miss Fanny S. Marrett :
—

•Helen is much interested in eleven tadpoles which have

their home in a glass globe in one of our schoolrooms. The

acquaintance began several weeks ago, when a tadpole was

caught and put into her hand. This was her introduction. It

was a pleasure to note the wonderful eagerness and tenderness

with which she made discoveries concerning the form and

structure of this new object. She seemed to realize at once
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that she had come in contact with a very delicate organism,

and that she mnst deal gently with it. Siie was soon told why

the little creature ought to be put back into the dish, and

having learned how essential water is to the life of a tadpole,

she did not wish to have any of the eleven taken from their

native element. She would plunge her hand into the glo])C,

delighted to feel the tadpoles swimming around in it ; and very

often she succeeded in catching some of them, but she always

held them under water.

One day the tiny creatures were transferred to a more

shallow dish, and one of them leaped beyond the margin and

fell upon the schoolroom floor.

A teacher found it as she was going with Helen to pay the

usual visit to the tadpoles. She gave it to Helen, who

examined it very carefully, while her face and language

expressed a most loving sympathy. Suddenly the tail moved,

and at this faint sign of life Helen gave a quick and joyous

spring, and signified her wish that the tadpole should be at

once put in water. She then named it " the sick tadpole."

For some daj's afterward, the first question she asked upon

entering the schoolroom was, "how is tadpole?" AVhen told

that he seemed quite well and strong again, she said to many

friends in her happiest way, " tadpole is much better !
" Even

now, as she realizes the joyous activity of the tadpoles as they

swim past her hand, she does not forget that one of them has

suffered, and her first inquiries are always for "the one that

was sick."

She is fond of modelling in clay, and the phases of the

tadpole's life have been, of late, a favorite theme for this work.

A bowl is first made, and then, one by one, eleven tadpoles

appear in it. She has learned that our tadpoles become frogs

by and by, and she often suggests in clay this future state of

development. A frog has therefore a place on the board beside

the tadpole, and Helen delights in contrasting the two forms of

life which she has represented.
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The beautiful traits of Helen's character are

evenly developed in all directions. They shine

from all sides of her natnre like brilliant stars.

Her loveliness of soul beams through her face.

She is so simple and natural, so sweet and affec-

tionate, so charming and generous, so magnani-

mous and unselfish, that all lovers of poetic

childhood cannot help holding her dear, and

counting her among the gems of humanity. She

certainly is a rare phenomenon, in whom some of

the highest intellectual qualities are combined with

a spirit whose saintliness makes her life a blessing

upon earth. Although her vision, her hearing and

her speech are entirely gone, yet, to use the w^ords

of Shakespeare,—

"There's language in her eye, her cheek, her lip.

Nay, her foot speaks ; her wanton spirits look out

At every joint and motive of her body."

At my urgent request, Helen, accompanied by

her mother and her teacher, came to the north in

the last week of May, and spent several months

with us as our guest. I need scarcely say that her

arrival n Boston was hailed with great delight.

Her stay here, although very short, was of inesti-

mable benefit to her in more ways than one. She

visited many places of interest, and w^as received

everywhere with a cordiality that could hardly be

surpassed. She made numerous warm friends,

who are strongly attached to her. She met with
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many persons who could converse with her hy

means of the manual alphabet, and thus came iuto

contact with minds variously constituted. We
gladly allowed her to use freely our library of

embossed books, our collection of stuffed animals,

sea-shells, models of flowers and plants, and the

rest of our apparatus for instructing the blind

through the sense of touch. I do not doubt that

she derived from them much pleasure and not a

little profit.

But, whether Helen stays at home or makes

visits in other parts of the country, her educa-

tion is always under the immediate direction and

exclusive control of her teacher. No one inter-

feres with Miss Sullivan's plans, or shares in her

tasks. She has been allowed entire freedom in

the choice of means and methods for carrying on

her great work; and, as we can judge by the

results, she has made a most judicious and dis-

creet use of this privilege. What the little pupil

has thus far accomplished is widely known, and

her wonderful attainments command general ad-

miration; but only those, who are familiar with

the particulars of the grand achievement, know

that the credit for it is largely due to the intel-

ligence, wisdom, sagacity, unremitting persever-

ance and unbending will of the instructress,

who rescued the child from the depths of ever-

during night and stillness, and watched over

the difl*erent phases of her mental and moral
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development with maternal solicitude and enthu-

siastic devotion.

As Miss Sullivan alone can speak with author-

ity of the course pursued in the education of

Helen in all its details, and of the various phe-

nomena relating to such a unique case, I urged

her to take up the thread of her narrative where

she left it last year, and bring it down to the

present date. In compliance with my request,

she prepared the following account, which, as a

specimen of simple, clear, pithy and cogent state-

ment, is a model in its way. Here is her story.

In the sketch of Helen Keller, which I wrote a

year iigo, I gave a brief account of her progress from

March 2, 1887, to October of the same year. I shall

now continue the account as late as Oct. 1, 1888.

During the past year Helen has enjoyed excellent

health. She has grown in stature and increased in

strength. She is tall for her age (eight years), Avell

formed and vigorous. Her eyes and ears have been

examined by skilful specialists, and it is their opinion that

she cannot have the slightest perception of either light

or sound. The remaining senses have visibly improved.

It is impossible to tell exactly to what extent the

senses of smell and taste aid her in gaining informa-

tion respecting physical qualities ; but, according to em-

inent authority, these senses do exert a great influence

on the mental and moral development. Dugald Stewart

says: "Some of the most significant words relating to
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the liiiiiijui mind are borrowed from tlic sense of smell

;

and the eonspicuous plaee, wliieli its sensations oceupy

in the poetical language of all nations, shows how easily

and naturally they ally themselves with the refined

operations of the faney and the moral emotions of the

heart." Helen certainly derives great pleasure from the

exercise of these senses. On entering; a ffrcen-house

her countenance becomes radiant, and she will tell the

names of the tiowers, with which she is familiar, by the

sense of smell alone. Her recollections of the sensations

of smell are very vivid. She enjoys in anticipation the

scent of a rose or violet; and, if promised a bouquet

of these flowers, a peculiarly happy expression will

light up her face, indicating that in imagination she

perceives their fragrance, and that it is pleasant to her.

It frequently happens that the perfume of a flower or

the flavor of a fruit recalls to her mind some happy

event in home life, or a delightful birthday party. She

seems to have the same fondness for eatinsf that other

children have at her age.

In regard to the sense of touch, it has sensibly

increased in power during the year, and has gained

in acuteness and delicacy. Indeed, her whole body is

so finely organized, that she seems to use it as a me-

dium for bringing herself into closer relations with her

fellow-creatures. She is able not only to distinguish

with great accuracy the dift'ercnt modulations of the air

and the vibrations of the floor made by various sounds

and motions, and to recognize her friends and acquain-

tances the instant she touches their hands or clothing,

but she also perceives the state of mind of those around

her. It is impossible for any one with whom she is
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conversing to be particularly liappy or sad, and with-

hold the knowledge of this fact from the child.

She observes the slightest emphasis placed upon a

word in conversation, and she discovers meaning in

every change of position, and in the varied play of the

muscles of the hand. She responds quickly to the

gentle pressure of affection, the pat of approval, the

jerk of impatience, the firm motion of command, and

to the many other variations of the almost infinite lan-

guage of the feelings ; and she has become so expert

in interpreting this unconscious language of the emo-

tions, that she is often able to divine our very thoughts.

In my account of Helen last year, I mentioned several

instances of occasions wherein she seemed to have called

into use an inexplicable mental faculty ; but it now seems

to me, after carefully considering the matter, that this

power may be explained by her perfect familiarity with

the muscular variations in the physique of those with

whom she comes into contact, caused by the play

of their different emotions. Surrounded by darkness

and stillness, she has been forced to depend largely

upon this muscular sense as a means of ascertaining

the mental condition of those about her. She has

learned to connect certain movements of the body with

anger, others with joy, and others still with sorrow.

One day, while she was walking out with her mother

and Mr. Anagnos, a boy threw a torpedo, which startled

Mrs. Keller. Helen felt the chano;e in her mother's

movements instantly, and asked, " what are we afraid

of?" On one occasion, while walking on the common

with her, I saw a police officer taking a man to the

station house. The agitation which I felt evidently pro-
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diiced a perceptible physical change, for Helen asked,

excitedly, "what do you see?"

A striking illustration of this strange power was

recently shown while her ears were being examined by

the aurists at Cincinnati. Several experiments were

tried to determine positively whether or not she had

any perception of sound. All present were astonished

when she appeared not only to hear a whistle, but also

an ordinar}'^ tone of voice. She would turn her head,

smile, and act as though she had heard what was said.

I was then standing beside her holdinof her hands.

Thinking that in all probability she was receiving im-

pressions from myself, I put her hands upon the table,

and W'ithdrew to the opposite side of the room. The

aurists then tried their experiments with quite different

results. Helen remained motionless through them all,

not once showing the least sign, that she realized what

was going on. At ray suggestion, one of the gentle-

men took her hand, and the tests were repeated. This

time her countenance changed whenever she was spoken

to, but there was not such a decided lighting up of the

features as when I had held her hand.

It will be remembered, that in the account of Helen

last year it was stated, that she knew nothing about

death, or the burial of the body ; and yet, on entering

a cemetery for the first time in her life, she showed

signs of emotion, — her eyes actually filling with tears.

A circumstance equally remarkable occurred last sum-

mer ; but, before relating it, I will mention what she now

knows with regard to death. Even before I knew her,

she had handled a dead chicken, or bird of some sort, and

perhaps also the carcass of some other small animal, in
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which life was extinct ; but her knoAvledge did not

extend beyond what could be learned from such contact.

Some time after the visit to the cemetery before referred

to, Helen became interested in a horse that had met

with an accident, by which one of his legs had been badly

injured, and she went daily with me to visit him. The

wounded leg soon became so much worse that the horse

was suspended from a beam, in order to relieve the

pressm'e upon the limb. The poor animal groaned with

pain, and little Helen, perceiving his groans, was filled

with pity. At last it became necessary to kill him,

and when Helen next asked to go and see him, 1 told

her that he was dead. This was the first time that

she had learned this word. I then explained to her,

that he had been shot, to relieve him from suffering,

and that he Avas now buried,— put into the ground. I

am inclined to believe that the idea of his having been

intentionally shot did not make much impression upon

her ; but I think she did realize the fact that life was

extinct in the horse as in the dead birds she had

touched, and also that he had been put into the ground.

Since this occurrence I have used the word dead when-

ever occasion required, but with no further explanation

of its meaning.

While making a visit at Brewster, Mass., she one day

accompanied my friend and myself through the grave-

yard. She examined one stone after another in a quiet

way, and seemed pleased when she could decipher a

name. She smelt of the flowers, but showed no desire

to pluck them ; and when I gathered a few for her, she

refused to have them pinned on her dress, although she

is always very fond of wearing flowers. Her attention
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})einij (li'Mwn to a marble slal) inscrihod with tho name

FLOKKXCE in relief, she dropped upon the ground as

thouirh looking for somethino; ; then turned to me with

a face full of trouble, and asked, " where is poor

little Florence?" I evaded the question, but she per-

sisted in asking about her. Turning to my friend, she

asked, "did you cry loud for poor little Florence?"

Then she added, "I think she is very dead. Who put

her in big hole?" As she continued to ask these dis-

tressing questions, we left the cemetery. Florence was

the daughter of my friend, and was a young lady at the

time of her death ; but Helen had been told nothing

whatever about her, nor did she even know that my
friend had ever had a daughter. On the evening of our

arrival, Helen had been given a bed and carriage for her

dolls, which she had received and used like any other gift.

On her return to the house after her visit to the cemetery,

she ran to the closet where these toys were kept, and

carried them to my friend, saying, "they are poor little

Florence's." This was perfectly true, although we were

at a loss to understand how she divined it. A letter writ-

ten to her mother in the course of the foUowinff week

gave an account of her impressions in her own words :—

I put my little babies to sleep in Florence's little bed, and

I take them to ride in her carriage. Poor little Florence is

dead. She was very sick and died. Mrs. H did cry loud

for her dear little child. She got in the ground and she is very

dirty, and she is cold. Florence was very lovely like Sadie

and Mrs. H kissed her and hugged her much. Florence

is very sad in big hole. Doctor gave her medicine to make her

well, but poor Florence did not get well. When she was very

sick she tossed and moaned in bed. Mrs. H will go to

see her soon.
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Notwithstanding the activity of Helen's mind, she is

a very natural child. She is fond of fun and frolic, and

loves dearly to be with other children. She is never

fretful or irritable, and I have never seen her impatient

with her playmates because they failed to understand her.

She will play for hours together with children who can-

not understand a single word she spells, and it is

extremely pathetic to watch the eager gestures and excited

pantomime through which her ideas and emotions find

expression. Occasionally some little boy or girl will try

to learn the manual alphabet. Then it is beautiful to

observe with what patience, sweetness and perseverance

Helen endeavors to bring the unruly fingers of her little

friend into proper position. Her own heart is so full

of love and sympathy, that it responds quickly to the

needs of others, and her afiectionate nature endears her

to all with whom she comes in contact. She had never

known anything of the merry Christmas season until last

year, and it would be difficult to describe with what joy-

ful surprise she hailed the revelation of its existence.

She entered happily into the spirit of giving and receiv-

ing. During this time we had many manifestations of

the unselfishness and goodness of the child's disposition.

One evening, while going about among the children at a

Christmas-tree festival, she discovered a little girl, who had

been overlooked in the distribution of presents. Helen

searched for the child's gifts, but not finding them,

she flew to her own and selected a mug;, a thino;

which she prized most highly, and gave it to the

little stranger with abundant love. In the followins:

letter to a little friend she expresses her delight in the

Ckristmas festivities :
—
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Tiiscimilua, Ala. Jan. 2d(1 1888.

Dear Sarah

I am happy to write to you this morning.

I hope Mr. Anagnos is coming to see me soon. I will go to

Boston in June and I will buy father gloves, and James nice

collar, and Simpson cuffs. 1 saw INIiss Betty and her scholars.

They had a pretty Christmas-tree, and there were many pretty

presents on it for little children. I had a mug, and little bird

and candy. I had many lovely things for Christmas. Aunt

gave me a trunk for Nancy and clothes. I went to party with

teacher and mother. AVe did dance and play and eat nuts and

candy and cakes and oranges and I did have fun with little

boys and girls. Mrs. Hopkins did send me lovely ring, I do

love her and little blind girls.

Men and boys do make carpets in mills. Wool grows on

sheep. Men do cut sheep's wool off with large shears, and

send it to the mill. Men and women do make wool cloth in

mills.

Cotton grows on large stalks in fields. Men and boys and

girls and women do pick cotton. We do make thread and

cotton dresses of cotton. Cotton has pretty white and red

flowers on it. Teacher did tear her dress. Mildred does cry.

I will nurse Nancy. Mother will buy me lovely new aprons

and dress to take to Boston. I went to Knoxville with father

and aunt. Bessie is weak and little. Mrs. Thompson's

chickens killed Leila's chickens. Eva does sleep in my bed.

I do love good girls.
^^^^^ ^^

Helen Keller

One day, while Helen was wearing a little jacket of

which she was very proud, her mother said, "there is

a poor little girl, who has no cloak to keep her warm;

will you give her yours?" The response came instantly.

Helen began to pull off the jacket, saying, "I must

give it to a poor little strange girl."
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She is very fond of children younger than herself,

and a baby invariably calls forth all the motherly

instincts of her nature. She will handle the infant as

tenderly as the most careful nurse could desire. It is

pleasant, too, to note her thoughtfulness for little chil-

dren, and her readiness to yield to their whims.

She has a very sociable disposition, and delights in

the companionship of those, who can follow the rapid

motions of her fingers ; but, if left alone, she will amuse

herself for hours at a time with her knitting or sewing.

She reads a great deal, and a story is an unfailing

source of pleasure to her. She bends over her book

with a look of intense interest, and as the forefinger of

her right hand runs along the line, she spells out the

words with the other hand ; but often her motions are

so rapid as to be unintelligible even to those accus-

tomed to reading the swift and varied movements of

her fingers.

Those who watch her are astonished to see how

every shade of feeling finds expression through her

mobile features. There is none of that artificial polite-

ness about my little pupil, which restraint invariably

produces. Her behavior is easy and natural, and it is

charming because of its frankness and evident sincerity.

Her little heart is too full of unselfishness and affection

to allow a dream of fear or unkindness. She does not

realize that one can be anything but kind-hearted and

tender. Even in a crowd she is always her own sweet

self. She is not conscious of any reason why she should

be awkward or uneasy ; consequently, her movements

are as free, unconventional and graceful as those of the

birds of the air.
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1 am aware that my (lc.sci-i[)tioii of Helen may seem

to those, who do not know her, extravagant in its praise
;

bnt her luimerous friends will bear testimony most

gladly to the sweetness, unselfishness and l)eauty of her

disposition. Every day of her life she is teaching us

gratitude and contentment ; and she teaches those ijcreat

lessons with such truth, patience and joyousness, that

we never tire of her radiant presence.

She is very fond of all the living things at home,

and will not have them unkindly treated. When she

is ridino; in the carriage she will not allow the driver

to use the whip, because, she says, " poor horses will

cry." One morning she was greatly distressed by find-

ins: that one of the dogs had a block fastened to her

collar. AVe explained that it was done to keep Pearl

from running away. Helen expressed a great deal of

sympathy with the dog, and, at e^'ery opportunity dur-

ing the day, she would find Pearl and carry the bur-

den from place to place for the creature.

Her father w-rote to her last summer, that the birds

and bees were eating all his grapes. At first she was

very indignant, and said the little creatures were "very

wrong " ; but she seemed pleased when I explained to

her, that the birds and bees were hungry, and did not

know that it was selfish to eat all the fruit. In a let-

ter written soon afterwards she says :
—

I am very sorry that bumble-bees and hornets and birds

and large flies and worms are eating all of my father's deli-

cious grapes. They like juiey fruit to eat as well as people

and they are hungrj\ They are not very wrong to eat too

many grapes because they Uo not know much.
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She likes to be out of doors, and enjoys tending the

flowers and watching the growth of the fruit and veg-

etables.

The following extracts, written by her at different

times, will serve to show her familiarity with the size,

shape, taste and smell of some of our common fruits : —

Apples.

Jan. 9, 1888.— Apples have no edges and no angles. Ap-

ples grow on trees. They grow in the orchards. When they

are ripe they fall on the ground. Apples have round sur-

faces. Apples do not re-bouud. Apples do roll. They have

stems and seeds and cores. The pulp is sweet and juicy.

Apples are like oranges. We do eat the pulp of apples. I

do like apples.

Feb. 12, 1888.— Teacher and I went to walk in the yard,

and I learned about how flowers and trees grow. The rain

and the warm sun make them grow. Flowers and trees live.

Stones do not live. Worms and small bugs live under them.

The grass is like a green carpet.

March 1, 1888. — I will tell what I did all day. I got up

and put on my clothes and washed my face and hands and

combed my hair and went to breakfast. I found oranges

and two bananas at my place. I gave teacher one banana.

Mrs. Lueddemanu sent me the fruit. After dinner I wrote to

Miss Lewis to thank her for pretty bag and purse. Teacher

took me to walk in bright sun. We went to stores and

bought candy, and almonds, and pins and hair pins. Aunt

went with us. I gave Maud and Eva candy. Helen Bynum
wrote me a pretty letter. She does think about me much.

I love her. We came home and I ate my orange. Oranges

and bananas grow in the warm sunny South. There are

many groves of orange-trees and banana-trees in Florida.

Oranges look like golden apples hanging on the trees.
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Tlicy have a thick skin, and inside is the sweet juicy pulp

and seeds. All boys and girls like oranges to eat. Bana-

nas have a thick, smooth skin, and hang on trees in long

branches. INIcn pick oranges and bananas and put them in

boxes and send them to cities for people to eat. If one

orange costs six cents a dozen will cost seventy-two cents.

If eight bananas cost twenty-four cents one will cost one-

eighth of twenty-four which is three. Father gave me a

lovely bouquet of mignonette, and jonquils, and heliotrope,

and hyacinth and crocuses, and geraniums. I learned what

view does mean. People can see view trees and flowers

and grass and hills and sky is view. Worms squirm. After

supper I talked to teacher and plaj'ed with Mildred and

went to bed.

Writing of water-melons, she says :
—

Yates plows the ground and makes it very light and soft

;

and father puts the little seeds in soil and the sun warms them

and the rain wets them and soon they are happy to grow. In

very many days the vines grow and then wee and round melons

come. They grow very large and the warm sun makes them

rippcn. Father goes out into the garden and picks huge melon

and cuts it and I do like to eat sweet and cool and juicy water-

melons.

Language.

She continues to make rapid progress in the acquisition

of language. She has now a vocabulary of about three

thousand words, all of which she can spell correctly ; and

she uses them with a freedom and an accuracy not often

found among hearing children of the same age. Every

day she is increasing this vocal)ulary by the new words

that she learns. It has become so natural to her to use

the.finger language as a vehicle for the expression of her
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thought, that each idea, as it flashes through her busy-

brain, suggests the words which should embody it.

Indeed, she seems always to think in words. Even while

she sleeps, her fingers are spelling the confused and

rambling dream-thoughts.

During the past year, at the Perkins Institution and

elsewhere, she has met a great many people who knew

the manual alphabet, and who were delighted to converse

with her. Thus the true use of language was brought

forcibly before her mind, and practice has enabled her to

use it with increased alacrity and correctness. She soon

discovered that the words she began to learn a year and a

half ago were capable of expressing not only her physical

needs, but also her mental sensations and emotions, and

of describing her many and varied experiences, as well as

conveying her wishes and thoughts, her dreams and

fancies, her hopes and fears. Her command of language

has grown with the increase of her experiences. While

these were few and elementary, her vocabulary was

necessarily limited ; but, as she learns more of the world

about her, her judgment accfuires accuracy, her reasoning

powers grow stronger, more active and subtle, and the

language by which she expresses this intellectual activity

gains in fluency and logic.

When travelling from one place to another, she drinks

in thought and language with an energy, which shows how

insatiable is her thirst for knowledge. Sitting beside her

in the car, I describe what I see from the window,— the

hills and valleys and the rushing rivers ; the great cotton-

fields, and immense gardens in which strawberries,

peaches, pears, melons, and all kinds of vegetables are

growing ; the herds of cows and horses feeding in broad
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meadows, and the flocks of sheep on the hillside ; the

cities with their churches and schools, hotels and ware-

houses, and the occupations of the busy people. While I

am communicating these things, Helen manifests the most

intense interest, and, in default of words, she indicates

by gestures and pantomime her desire to learn more of

her surroundings and of the great forces which are oper-

ating everywhere. In this way she learns countless new

expressions without any apparent effort.

From the day when Helen first grasped the idea that all

objects have names, and that these can be communicated

by certain movements of the fingers, I have talked to her

exactly as I should have done had she been able to hear,

with only this exception, that I have addressed the words

to her fingers instead of her ears. Naturally, there was,

at first, a strong tendency on her part to use only the

important words in a sentence. She would say, " Helen

milk." I would get the milk, to show her that she had

used the correct word, but I would not allow her to drink

it, until she had, with my assistance, made a complete sen-

tence, as, "give Helen some milk to drink." In these

early lessons I accustomed her to the use of different

forms of expression for conveying the same idea. If she

were eating some candy, I would say, " will Helen please

give teacher some candy?" or, "teacher would like to

eat some of Helen's candy,"— emphasizing the 's. She

very soon perceived that the same idea could be expressed

in a great many ways. In two or three months after I

began to teach her, she would say, " Helen wants to go to

bed;" or, "Helen is sleepy, and Helen will go to bed.'*

I am constantly asked the question, "how did you

teach her the meaning of words expressive of intellectual
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and moral qualities ? " It is extremely difficult to tell just

how she came to understand the meaning of abstract

ideas, and to acquire the power of expressing them ; but

I believe it was more through association and repetition

than through any explanation of mine. This is especially

true of her earlier lessons, when her knowledge of lan-

guage was so slight as to make explanation well-nigh

impossible.

I have always made it a practice to use the words

descriptive of emotions, of intellectual or moral qualities

and actions, in connection with the circumstance which

required these words. Soon after she was put under my
charge, Helen broke her new doll, of which she was

very fond. She began to cry. I said to her, " teacher

is sorry." After a few repetitions of this word whenever

any occasion called for its use, she came to associate it

with the feeling to which it belong-s.

The word "happy" she learned in a similar way;

also, " right," " wrong," "good," " bad," and others of

like character. The word "love" she learned as other

children do, — by its association with caresses.

One day I asked her a very simple question in the com-

bination of numbers, to which I was sure she could give a

correct reply. But she began— as children often do— to

answer at random. I checked her, and she stood still, the

expression of her face plainly showing that she was trying

to think. I touched her forehead, and then spelled

" t-h-i-n-k." It was the first time that I had given her the

word ; but, being thus connected with the act, it seemed

to impress itself upon her mind much as if I had placed

her hand upon an object and then spelled its name. Since

that time she always uses the word '
' think " intelligently.
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At a later period I began to use such words as " per-

haps," "suppose," "expect," "forget," "remember."

If her mother was absent, Helen would ask, "where is

mother now?" I would reply, "I do not know. Per-

hajys she is with Leila."

She is always anxious to learn the names of people we

meet in the horse-cars or elsewhere, and to know where

they are going and what they will do. The following

conversation illustrates her interest in those about her,

and shows how words of this kind are taujrht :
—

Helen. What is little boy's name ?

Teacher. I do not know, for he is a little stranjre

boy ; hut j)erhaps his name is Jack.

Helen. Where is he coinof?

Teacher. He mai/ be going to the common to have

fun with other boys.

Helen. What will he play ?

Teacher. I supj^ose he will play ball.

Helen. AVhat are boys doing now ?

Teacher. Perhaps they are expecting Jack, and are

waiting for him.

After the words have become familiar to her, she

begins to use them in composition, as shown in the fol-

lowing illustration :
—

Sept. 2G. — This morning teacher and I sat by the win-

dow and we saw a little boy walking on the side walk. It

was raining very hard and he had a very large umbrella to

keep off the raiu-drops.

I do not know how old he was but think he may have been

six years old. Perhaps his name was Joe. I do not know

where he was going because he was a little strange boy.

But perhaps his mother sent him to a store to buy some-
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thing for dinner. He had a bag in one hand. I suppose he

was going to take it to his mother.

Helen A. Keller.

In teaching her the use of language, I have not con-

fined myself to any particular theory or system. I have

observed the spontaneous movements of my pupil's

mind, and have tried to follow the suggestions thus

given to me.

Intellectual Ghowth.

Owing to the nervousness of Plelen's temperament,

all attempts to confine her to a regular and systematic

course of instruction have been abandoned, and every

precaution has been taken to avoid unduly exciting her

already very active brain. The greater part of the year

has been spent in travel and in visits to different places,

and her lessons have been those suggested by the various

scenes and experiences through which she has passed.

She continues to manifest the same eagerness to learn

as at first. She seems never to tire of ojathering: new

facts and ideas. From the time when she rises in the

morning until she retires at night, she never rests, and

any little scrap of knowledge, which comes within her

reach, she seizes with avidity. It is never necessary to

urge her to study. Indeed, I am often obHged to coax

her to leave an example or a composition.

While not confining myself to any special system of

instruction, I have tried to add to her general infor-

mation and intelligence, to enlarge her acquaintance with

things around her, and to bring her into easy and nat-

ural relations with her fellow-creatures. It has been
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my constant aim to enable lier to converse fluentl}^ with

those familiar willi tlu; manual alphaljct, and to commit

lier tlioiiuhls to paper. As an aid in this direction, I

have encouraged her to keep a diary, from which the

following selections have been made:—

IMarcli 2n(l. — IMr. Anagnos sent me Geographical Reader.

It tells about the world and countries, and people and strong

forces and water. The ground is firm, and the water is not

soHd, and it is moving flowing, and men build our boats and

ships to go on water. AVe build our houses upon ground.

People do not build houses on water.

March 7th. — I played with dolls and read in my book

and ate dinner. Then I went to ride with mother. AVe

went to see Leila. Eva is sick, and I saw Mary AViuston

and Maud Beauprie. They came to see me, and I ran fast

with them. JNIother saw Doctor and we went home to see

teacher. Aunt went home. Teacher had a letter from ]\Ir.

Anagnos. lie is in Florida. He will climb trees on ladder

and pull sweet oranges, and he is going to Macon to see his

friend and Mr. "Williams does teach little blind boys and

girls and I will ask Mr. Anagnos how many blind children.

Mr. Anagnos will go to Tuscumbia to see us. He will tell

me about Macon and Florida. I will hug and kiss him.

March 9th. — I read stories to mother after dinner. Book

did tell about Fanuie Lang. She lived in Boston a few years.

She is a little sick girl. She did love poetry. Her sister wrote

little songs, and made little book. She was blind but could

not go to school. I am sorry for her. Teacher had a letter

from Miss Moore. She will write me Braille letter. I went

to bed then.

March 22nd, 1888. — Mr. Anagnos came to see me Thurs-

day. I was glad to hug and kiss him. He takes care of sixty

little blind girls and seventy little blind boys. I do love them.



112

Little blind girls sent me a pretty workbasket. I found scis-

sors and thread, and needle book with many needles in it, and

crochet hook and emery, and thimble, and box, and yard measure

and buttons, and pin-cushion. I will write little blind girls a

letter to thank them. I will make pretty clothes for Nancy and

Adeline and Allie. I will go to Cincinnati in May and buy

another child. Then I will have four children. New baby's

name is Harry, Mr. Wilson and Mr. Mitchell came to see us

Sunday. Mr, Anagnos went to Louisville Monday to see little

blind children. Mother went to Iluntsville. I slept with

father, and Mildred slept with teacher. I did learn about

calm. It does mean quiet and happy. Uncle Morrie sent me

pretty stories. I read about birds. The quail lays fifteen or

twenty eggs and they are white. She makes her nest on the

ground. The blue-bird makes her nest in a hollow tree and her

eggs are blue. The robin's eggs are green. I learned a song

about spring. March, April, May are spring.

"Now melts the snow.

The warm winds blow

The waters flow

And robin dear,

Is come to show

That Spring is here."

James killed snipes for breakfast. Little chickens did get

very cold and die. I am sorry. Teacher and I went to ride

on Tennessee River, in a boat. I saw Mr. Wilson and James

row with oars. Boat did glide swiftly and I put hand in water

and felt it flowing.

I caught fish with hook and line and pole. We climbed high

hUl and teacher fell and hurt her head. I ate very small fish

for supper. I did read about cow and calf. The cow loves to

eat grass as well as girl does bread and butter and milk.

Little calf does run and leap in field. She likes to skip and

play, for she is happy when the sun is bright and warm. Little
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boy did love liis calf. And he did siiy, I will kiss you, little

calf, and he put his arms around calf's neck and kissed her.

The calf licked good boy's face with long rough tongue. Calf

must not open mouth much to kiss. I am tired, and teacher

does not want me to write more.

March 23rd. — I learned to write one, two three, seven and

nine on my type slate. Teacher told me story about selfish

boy. Boy's name was Eddie Smith. When P^ddie had a new

toy he would not let his little sister May play with it. None

loved Eddie, for he was selfish boy. My dear little sister. She

loves to whirl and jump and sing. She laughs and cries and

loves to dance with me. She hops and runs and falls down.

She can hold still to have mother sew buttons on her dress,

and tie bows and brush her hair, and Mildred is as sw'eet as a

rose. Lucien came to see me yesterday. He brought me
bunch of hyacinths. I will go to see him to-morroAV and he

will show me birds' nests and eggs. Quiet means to be still

and rest. When Mildred is sleeping I do keep very quiet. Mild

means gentle and kind. Fierce lion is not mild. The cows and

sheep are mild animals. Separate means not connected. I do

separate the words when I write. I separated teacher's watch

fi-om the chain. I will learn more to-morrow. I hope Robert

will come to see me Sunday if the sun shines.

March 24th. — I learned to write two, four, five, six and

eight on type slate, and I wrote some sentences very carefully

with pencil. I will write about geography. A book which

tells about the earth and the countries upon it and the people

who live in the countries is called a geography. When we look

around us we see land and the water. The land is firm and

solid. We walk and ride over it, we build our houses upon it,

we sow seeds in it and soon it is covered with young plants,

trees, and flowers and grass grow out of the ground. The

water is not solid and it is not firm, we cannot walk or ride in

carriages over it and we do not build houses upon it. But we

can build ships and boats to carry people upon the water. The
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earth is round like a very large ball. It is always whirling

round. It never stops for a minute. Geography tells about

strong fierce animals and strange plants which live on the land

and in the water. Day is calm. The breeze does move trees

gently, and the river flows smoothly. Little birds are happy to

sing in the bright sun. Night was not calm. The wind did

blow, and rain fell and thunder did shake the house and bed.

Teacher and I went down stairs to mother for we were afraid.

Rain killed thirty little chickens. Night was stormy.

March 26th.— I had letter from Mr. Anagnos. He does

love me. He saw thirty-four little blind girls and forty-one

little blind boys in Nashville Tennessee. There are thirty

girls and forty boys in school for blind children in Louisville,

Kentucky. Mr. Anagnos sent me four hugs and five kisses.

Today I did learn to write examples on the type slate and I

learned many new words. Flock does mean many birds near

together. Brood means six little chickens. Herd does mean

many cows, and calves, and horses near together. Litter is

four little kittens, or three little puppies or six little pigs.

Family is father and mother and brothers and sisters.

Daughter does mean girl child, son does mean boy child.

Obsei've means to look at everything very carefully. I observed

teacher's hair was coiled this morning.

She lias been given every opportunity to broaden her

mind, and to learn something about the numerous and

diverse interests of those around her. In the autumn she

went to a circus, and was greatly interested in the animals.

She learned their names, homes and habits, what they do,

and how they are caught and taken from place to place

for exhibition. While we were standing before his

cage, the lion roared, and Helen felt the vibration of the

air so distinctly that she was able to reproduce the noise

quite accurately.
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I tried to describe to her the appearance of a camel,

but, as we were not allowed to touch the animal, I feared

that she did not get a correct idea of its shape. A few

days afterwards, however, I became satisfied, that she had

made a very good mental picture of it ; for, hearing a com-

motion in the schoolroom, I went in and found Helen on

all fours with a pillow so strapped upon her back as to

leave a hollow in the middle, thus making a hump on

cither side. Between these humps she had })lac(!d her

doll, to which she was giving a ride around the room. I

watched her for some time as she moved about, trying to

take long strides in order to carry out the idea I had

given her of the camel's gait. When I asked her what

she was doing, she replied, " I am a very funny camel."

The following extracts from Helen's diary illustrate

what she has learned aljout familiar animals :
—

Mats.

Jan. 16th, 1888.— Eats are small animals. They are made

of flesh, and blood and bone. They have four feet and a tail.

They have one head and two ears and two eyes and one nose.

They have one mouth and sharp teeth. They gnaw holes

in wood with their teeth. They do walk softly.

Rats killed little pigeons. Cats do catch rats and eat them.

March 8th, 1888. —We had fish for breakfast. Fish live in

the deep water. There are many hundreds of fish swimming

about in the water. Men catch fish with poles and hooks and

lines. They put a little tiny fish on the hook and throw it in the

water and fish does bite the little fish and sharp hook does stick

in poor fish's mouth and hurt him much. I am very sad for the

poor fish. Fish did not know that very sharp hook was in tiny

fish. !Men must not kill poor fish. • Men do pull fish out and

take them home and cooks do clean them very nice and fry

them and then they are very good to eat for breakfast.
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Description of a Horse.

March, 1888.— I will write about horse. The horse is a large

animal. He can run very swiftly. He has four feet and a

tail, he has a mouth and large teeth. He is covered with short

hairs.

He is very strong and can pull buggy and carry ladies and

gentlemen on his back. We will not go near their heels because

they run and throw them up in the air. Horses like to play as

well as boys and girls.

One day Polly did jump and kick and throw teacher and rne

on the ground. I did hurt my side. Polly was very wrong to

hurt us so. Hardee is gentle and will not make us fall.

July 14th, 1888. — Some horses are very mild and gentle, and

some are wild and very cross. I like to give gentle horse nice

fresh grass to eat because they will not bite my hand, and I like

to pat their soft noses. I think mild horses like to have little

girls very kind to them. Horses neigh, and lions roar, and

wolves howl, and cows mow, and pigs grunt, and ducks quack,

and hens cackle, and roosters crow, and birds sing, and crows

caw, and chickens say peep, and babies cry, and people talk and

laugh and si^g and groan, and men whistle and bells ring.

Who made many noises ?

The following anecdote is given as another illustration

of the vivid impression which word pictures make upon

her mind. Monkeys had been described to her minutely,

and she had read several stories about them ; but she had

never touched one until she was taken to the library of the

Perkins Institution, where there is a collection of stuffed

birds and animals. She put her hand upon a monkey and

instantly recognized it, spelling, with delight, " it is a

monkey." She was shown a snake ; but when her hand

was placed upon it, she jumped back excitedly, spelling

rapidly, " I am afraid, for it is an ugly snake." The word
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ugly had l)een used in connection with descriptions of a

snake, but she hud never been taught that it was an ol)ject

of fear. Whence came the antipathy and terror which siie

manifested at the first contact with this creature ? Did it

arise from her perception, through the muscuhir sense, of

our own aversion to this reptile ?

It always affords her great delight to be taken to the

woods, where she can examine the leaves and the bark of

the trees. In a letter to Mr. Anagnos she expresses her

pleasure in such an excursion.

Tuscumbia, Ala. May 3rd 1888.

Dear Mr. Anagnos. — I am glad to write to you this

morning, because I love you very much. I was very happy

to receive pretty book and nice candy and two letters from

you. I will come to see you soon and I will ask you many

questions about countries and you will love good child.

Mother is making me pretty new dresses to wear in

Boston and I will look lovely to see little girls and boys and

you. Friday teacher and I went to a picnic with little chil-

dren. We played games and ate dinner under the trees,

and we found ferns and wild flowers. I walked in the woods

and learned names of many trees. There are poplar and

cedar and pine and oak and ash and hickory and maple

trees. They make a pleasant shade and the little birds love

to swing to and fro and sing sweetly up in the trees. Rab-

bits hop and squirrels run and • ugly snakes do crawl in the

woods. Geraniums and roses jasamines and japonicas are

cultivated flowers. I help mother and teacher water them

every night before supper.

Cousin Arthur made me a swing in the ash tree. Aunt

Ev. has gone to Memphis. Uncle Frank is here. He is

picking strawberries for dinner. Nancy is sick again, new

teeth do make her ill. Adeline is well and she can go to

Cincinnati Monday with me. Aunt Ev. will send me a boy
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doll, Harry Avill be Nancy's and Adeline's brother. Wee

sister is a good girl. 1 am tired now and I do want to go

down stairs. I send many kisses and hugs with letter.

Your darling child

Helen Keller.

She was very much interested in the process of cut-

ting lumber, and she was astonished when I told her

that the wood used in building houses once grew in

the forest. While a new house was in process of erec-

tion near her home, I took her every day to see it,

and she was allowed to follow the motions of the car-

penter as he sawed the boards, shaped and planed them,

and drove the nails. She watched the masons, painters,

and paper-hangers at work ; and I venture to say that

she learned more of tools and then* uses, and the

amount and variety of labor required in building a

house, than is known by most women.

Whenever she visits a place for the first time she

receives new ideas and adds to her store of general

information. In the steam cars, railway stations, hotels

and shops, she is constantly asking: "What do you

see?— What are people doing?— How many people are

there?"

So eagerly does she ask these questions, so quickly

does she catch an idea, and so tenaciously remember what

has been told her, that description and explanation

never become irksome to me. Indeed, there is much

to learn in these every-day occurrences, and they assume

a new interest for us when we note the pleasure and

gratification they afibrd her.

While visiting relatives in Memphis, Tenn., she was

taken to see one of the large steamboats on the Missis-



119

sippi liivcr. After going over the bosit, she .suid, " it

is like a very large house." At the cotton exchange

in the same city, she was introduced to a great many

gentlemen, all of whom were very attentive to their little

visitor. She seemed puzzled when she discovered maps

and blackboards there, and asked, "do men go to

school ? " Before leaving the exchano-e she wrote on

the blackboard the names of all the gentlemen present.

The following letter was written during this visit :
—

Memphis, Tenn. Jan. 31st 1888.

Dear Mother, — I am happy to Avrite to you this monihig.

We came to Memphis in steam car to see grandmother and

uncle Fred aud uncle Cranworth and aunt Nannie. James

and aunt and teacher and I rode in hack. Saturday I

went to see little Helen Graves, I found a box of candy in

Mr. Grave's pocket. Katie and Lillie and Maud and Vir-

ginia and Tiny and Charles and Arthur and Adolph came to

play with me. We did have fun. We did jump aud run

and play frog, and I did carry Allen on pack-saddle. I do

love Allen. He did hug and kiss me. Thornton spelled boy

and girl on fingers.

I will hug you and take you in ray arms. Tomorrow will

be February. Mr. Anagnos will come soon.

Dr. Thornton came to see us. I do cough. I am better.

Teacher did curl my hair beautiful. We will come home

soon. Memphis is a large city, it is in Tennessee. I did

get your letter. I am sorry father did dirty nice coat. I

will feed little chickens when I come home.

Doctor has come to see Louise. I do not like to write

long letter with pencil, I am tired. I will put letter in Office

for you. Give father and Mildred kisses.

Good bye

Helen' Keller.
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In a letter written to Mr. Anagnos nearly a month

later, she also mentions the same visit, and many inci-

dents connected with it, the remembrance of which gave

her a great deal of pleasure.

Tuscumbia, Ala. Feb. 24th 1888.

My dear Mr. Anagnos,— I am glad to write you a letter

in Braille. This morning Lucien Thompson sent me a beau-

tiful bouquet of violets and crocuses and jonquils. Sunday

Adeline Moses brought me a lovely doll. It came from New

York. Her name is Adeline Keller. She can shut her eyes

and bend her arms and sit down and stand up straight. She

has on a pretty red dress. She is Nancy's sister and I am

their mother. AUie is their cousin. Nancy was a bad child

when I went to Memphis she cried loud, I whipped her with

a stick.

Mildred does feed little chickens with crumbs. I love to

play with little sister.

Teacher and I went to Memphis to see aunt Nannie and

grandmother. Louise is aunt Nannie's child. Teacher bought

me a lovely new dress and gloves and stockings and collars

and grandmother made me warm flannels, and aunt Nannie

made me aprons. Lady made me a pretty cap. I went to

see Robert and Mr. Graves and Mrs. Graves and little Nata-

lie, and Mr. Farris and Mr. Mayo and Mary and everyone.

I do love Robert and teacher. She does not want me to

write more today. I feel tired.

I found box of candy in Mr. Grave's pocket. Father took

us to see steam boat it is like house. Boat was on very large

river. Yates plowed yard today to plant grass. Mule pulled

plow. Mother will make garden of vegetables. Father will

plant melons and peas and beans.

Cousin Bell will come to see us Saturday. Mother will

make ice-cream for dinner, we will have ice-cream and cake for

dinner. Lucien Thompson is sick. I am sorry for him.
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Teacher and I went to walk in the yard, and I learned about

how flowers and trees grow. Sun rises in the east and sets in

the west. Sheflield is north and Tuscumbia is south. We will

go to Boston in June. I will have fun with little blind girls.

Good bye

Helen Keller.

Last May she was taken by her uncle to the medical

convention at Cincinnati, in order that he might ascertain

the opinion of specialists as to the possibility of restoring

either her sioht or hearinij. While there she met hun-

dreds of physicians and their families, and her happy,

playful disposition and remarkable acquirements won

many warm friends. When I recently asked her whom

she saw in Cincinnati, she unhesitatingly spelled more

than a hundred names ; and she also remembered the

states and cities in which many of these gentlemen

reside.

In the latter part of May, Mrs. Keller, Helen and I

started for Boston. For nearly a year she had been

anticipating this trip, and when at last the time for it

came her joy was unbounded. A letter written to

'< Uncle Morrie" shows something of the pleasure she

experienced in anticipating this visit.

Tuscumbia, Ala. March 1st 1888.

INIy dear uncle IMorrie, — I am happy to write you a letter, I

do love you, and I will hug and kiss you when I see you.

Mr. Anagnos is coming to see me Monday. I do love to

run and hop and skip with Robert in bright warm sun. I do

know little girl in Lexington Ky. her name is Katherine

Hobson.

I am going to Boston in June with mother and teacher, I will

have fun with little blind girls, and Mr. Hale will send me
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pretty story. I do read stories in my book about lions and

tigers and bears.

Mildred will not go to Boston, she does cry. I love to play

with little sister, she is weak and small baby. Eva is better.

Yates killed ants, ants stung Yates. Yates is digging in

garden. Mr. Anagnos did see oranges, they look like golden

apples.

Robert will come to see me Sunday when sun shines and I

will have fun witli him. INIy cousin Frank lives in Louisville.

I will come to Memphis again to see Mr. Farris and Mrs.

Graves and Mr. Mayo and Mr. Graves. Natalie is a good

girl and does not cry, and she will be big and Mrs. Graves is

making short dresses for her. Natalie has a little carriage.

Mr. Mayo has been to Duck Hill and he brought sweet flowers

home.

"With much love and a kiss

Helen A. Keller.

We spent a few days in Washington, where Prof.

Alexander Graham Bell visited us. He was delighted to

find that Helen could converse rapidly, and use language

intelligently and correctly. He talked to her about

animals, and sent her a toy elephant, which pleased her

exceedingly. Concerning her visit to Washington she

writes :
—

Mr. Bell came to see us. He talked very fast with his

fingers about lions and tigers and elephants. He was very

kind to send me a fine elephant. The real elephant is a very

large animal and his body is very heavy. He walks slowly and

sliakes the ground. He cannot run because he is too big. He

has four very strong legs and a little tail. His ears are thin

and his eyes are large and mild. The elephant is not fierce

like the lion. He has a long funny nose and he can move it.

Some times little children give him candy and he puts it into
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his mouth with his nose. It is uot kind to laugh at a i)Oor

elephant because he has no hands. He has two long and very

sharp teeth and they are called tusks. Wlicu wild animals

hunt the elephant he is very angry and he strikes them with

his tusks.

Helen describes her visit to the President as follows :
—

We went to see Mr. Cleveland. He lives in a very large

and beautiful white House, and there are lovely llowers and

many trees and much fresh and green grass around. And

broad smooth paths to walk on. Teacher told me about the

beautiful river that is very near the gardens. The Potomac

River is clear and it is very beautiful when the sun shines upon

it. ]Mr. Cleveland was very glad to see me.

On our arrival in Boston (May 26) wo went directly

to the Perkins Institution. Helen very soon became

acquainted with the friends, of whom she had talked so

long, and with some of whom she had already entered

into correspondence. On finding that almost every one

whom she met understood her language, she w^as over-

joyed. Up to this time, wath a few exceptions, she had

found no one able to converse with her, save her mother

and myself. With the enlarged opportunities afforded by

intercourse with so many different minds, she rapidly

gained greater readiness in conversation. She eagerly

sought the acquaintance of the blind children, and entered

with delight into their occupations. The modelling in

clay was a great pleasure to her ; and, after a few lessons,

she achieved a very good degree of success. The bead-

work she learned very quickly ; and, when she was able

to use four needles, she was delighted with the thought

that she could knit a pair of stockings for her father.
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She was greatly interested in examining the school

apparatus, the uses of which she readily comprehended.

The maps, type -writers, and physiological models were

sources of great pleasure to her.

After she had been in Boston about six weeks, she

visited Plymouth. On the way thither she was told

the story of the pilgrims, and especially that part of it,

which was connected with the place she was to visit. It

was the first time that she had been taught anything of

the past,— her first lesson in history. Three months

afterwards she embodied this lesson in the following

letter :
—

South Boston, Mass. October 1st, 1888.

My dear uncle Morrie,— I think you will be very glad to

receive a letter from your dear little friend Helen. I am very

happy to write to you because I think of you and love you. I

read pretty stories in the book yon sent me, about Charles

and his boat, and Arthur and his dream, and Rosa and the

sheep.

I have been in a large boat. It was like a ship. Mother

and teacher and Mrs. Hopkins and Mr. Anagnos and Mr.

Rodocanachi and many other friends went to Plymouth to

see many old things. I will tell you a little story about

Plymouth.

Many years ago there lived in England many good people,

but the king and his friends were not kind and gentle and

patient with good people, because the king did not like to have

the people disobey him. People did not like to go to church

with the king ; but they did like to build very nice little

churches for themselves.

The king was very angry with the people and they were

sorry and they said, we will go away to a strange country

to live and leave very dear home and friends and naughty

king. So, they put all their things into big boxes, and said,
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Good-bye. I am sorry for tliciii because; they cried niucli.

When they went to Ilolhitid tliey did not know any one ; and

they couhl not know what the peo[)le were talking about

because they did not know Dutch. But soon tiiey learned

some Dutch words ; but they loved their own language and

they did not want little girls and boys to forget it and learn

to talk funny Dutch. So they said, We must go to a

new country far away and build schools and houses and

churches and make new cities. So they put all their

things in boxes and said, Good bye to their new friends and

sailed away in a large boat to find a new country. Poor

people were not happy for their hearts were full of sad

thoughts because they did not know much about America.

1 think little children must have been afraid of a great ocean

for it is very strong and it makes a large boat rock and then

the little children would fall down and hurt their heads.

After they had been many weeks on the deep ocean where

they could not see trees or flowers or grass, but just water

and the beautiful sky, for ships could not sail (quickly then

because men did not know about engines and steam. One

day a dear little baby-boy was born. His name was Pere-

grine White. I am vei*y sorry that poor little Peregrine

is dead now. Every day the people went upon deck to look

out for land. One day there was a great shout on the ship

for the people saw the land and they were full of joy because

they had reached a new country safely. Little girls and boys

jumped and clapped their hands. They were all glad when

they stepped upon a huge rock. I did see tlie rock in Plym-

outh and a little ship like the Mayflower and the cradle that

dear little Peregrine slept in and many old things that came

in the Mayflower. Would you like to visit Plymouth some

time and see many old things.

Now I am very tired and I will rest.

With much love and many kisses, from your little friend,

Helen A. Keller.
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Early in July she went to Brewster, where she spent the

remainder of the summer. This visit at the seaside was a

novel experience to her. When first taken into the water

she ran fearlessly forward, dancing along with the same

happy freedom she manifests on land, and delighted with

the splashing of the water around her. Unfortunately

striking her foot against a stone, she stumbled and fell

forward, and the salt water filled her mouth. The shock

of the fall, by which she was instantly submerged, the

coldness of the water,— and especially the seeming vio-

lence with which the salt waves rushed into her mouth,—
terrified her, and seemed to arouse in her a feeling of

indignation. As soon as she had sufficiently recovered to

use her fingers, she asked, excitedly, "who put salt in

water? " For several days afterwards she manifested great

timidity about bathing, but by degrees she regained her

former fearlessness. She would wade in until the water

was up to her ears; and, though at first she would be

frightened when a wave caught her and swept her back,

she soon came to think this the greatest fun of all. She

also learned to float. In short, she thoroughly enjoyed her

stay at the seashore. In the following letter she mentions

the happy days spent there :
—

So. Boston, Mass. Sept. 1888.

My dear Miss Moore

Are you very glad to receive a nice

letter from your darling little friend? I love you very

dearly because you are my friend. My precious little

sister is quite well now. She likes to sit in my little

rocking-chair and put her kitty to sleep. Would you like

to see darling little Mildred? She is a very pretty baby.

Her eyes are very big and blue, and her cheeks are soft

and round and rosy and her hair is very bright and
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golden. She is very good and sweet when she does not cry

loud. Next smiiiiicr Mildred will go out in the garden with

me and pick the big sweet strawberries and then she will be

very happy. I hope she will not eat too many of the delicious

fruit for they will make her very ill.

Sometime will you please come to Alabama and visit me?

My uncle James is going to buy me a very gentle pony and a

pretty cart and I shall be very iiappy to take you and Harry to

ride. I hope Harry will not be afraid of my pony. 1 tliink

my father will buy me a beautiful little brother some day. I

shall be very gentle and patient to my new little brother. When

I visit many strange countries my brother and Mildred will stay

with grandmother because they will be too small to see a great

many people and I think they would cry loud on the great rough

ocean.

When Capt. Baker gets well he will take me in his big ship

to Africa. Then I shall see lions and tigers and monkeys. I

will get a baby lion and a white monkey and a mild bear to

bring home. I had a very pleasant time at Brewster. I went

in bathing almost every day and Carrie and Frank and little

Helen and I had fun. We splashed and jumped and waded in

the deep water. I am not afraid to float now. Can Harry

float and swim? We came to Boston last Thursday, and

Mr. Anagnos was delighted to see me, and he hugged and

kissed me. The little girls are coming back to school next

Wednesday.

Will you please tell Harry to write me a very long letter

soon? When you come to Tuscumbia to sec me I hope my

father will have many sweet apples and juicy peaches and fine

pears and delicious grapes and large water melons.

I hope 3'ou think about me and love me because I am a good

little child.

With much love and two kisses

From your little friend

Helen A. Keller.
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In September she made a very delightful visit in

West Newton, of which she gives an account in a letter

written to her mother.

So. Boston, Mass. Sept. 24th.

My dear Mother,

I think you will be very glad to know all

about my visit to West Newton. Teacher and I had a lovely

time with many kind friends. West Newton is not far from

Boston and we went there in the steam cars very quickly.

Mrs. Freeman and Carrie and Ethel and Frank and Helen

came to station to meet us in a huge carriage. I was de-

lighted to see my dear little friends and I hugged and kissed

them. Then we rode for a long time to see all the beauti-

ful things in West Newton. Many very handsome houses

and large soft green lawns around them aud trees and bright

flowers and fountains. The horse's name was Prince and he

was gentle and liked to trot very fast. When we went home

we saw eight rabbits and two fat puppies, and a nice little

white pony, and two wee kittens and a pretty curly dog

named Don. Pony's name was Mollie and I had a nice ride

on her back ; I was not afraid, I hope my uncle will get me

a dear little pony and a little cart very soon.

Clifton did not kiss me because he does not like to kiss little

girls. He is shy. I am very glad that Frank and Clarence

and Robbie and Eddie and Charles and George were not very

shy. I played with many little girls and we had fun. I rode

on Carrie's tricicle and picked flowers and ate fruit, and hopped

and skipped and danced aud went to ride. Many ladies and

gentlemen came to see us. Lucy and Dora and Charles were

born in China. I was born in America, and Mr. Anagnos was

born in Greece. Mr. Drew says little girls in China cannot

talk on their fingers but I think when I go to China I will teach

them. Chinese nurse came to see me, her name was Asu. She

showed me a tiny atze that very rich ladies in China wear

because their feet never grow large. Amah means a nurse.
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We came Iiouk' in horse cars because it was Sunday and steam

cars do not go often on Sunday. Conductors and engineers do

get very tired and go home to rest. I saw little Willie Swan in

the car and he gave me a juicy pear. He was six years old.

What did I do when I was six years old ? Will you please ask

my father to come to train to meet teacher and me ? I am very

sorry that Eva and Bessie are sick. I hope I can have a nice

party my birthday, and I do want Carrie and Ethel and Frank

and Helen to come to Alabama to visit me. AVill Mildred

sleep with me when I come home.

With iimcli love and thousand kisses.

From 3'our dear little daughter.

Helen A. Keller.

Some time before I went to Tuscumbia Helen had

experienced the danger of fire. While standing before

an open grate one day, she reached forward so far that her

apron caught afire, the flames running up to her head,

scorching her hair so badly that it became necessary to

have it shaved ofi". Fortunately her mother was at hand

to catch and wrap her in a blanket, thus extinouishinir

the flames before any very serious harm had been done

;

but the lesson was well remembered, and when I first

knew Helen she often told me, in pantomime, the details

of the accident, and even now she always draws her gar-

ments very closely about her whenever she approaches an

open fire-})lace. Thus Helen has made a very real acquaint-

ance with two of the elements, fire and water, and has

learned by actual experience something of the danger

attending contact with each of them. Indeed, she has

now no greater fear of either than is necessary to ensure

personal safety.

Her intellectual })rogress during the year can be appre-

ciated only l)y those who have seen her frequently. She
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has an insatiable thirst for knowledge, and great quickness

of perception. She easily grasps any new idea ; and with

this mental alertness she combines a happy faculty of

embodying her thoughts and impressions in language.

She not only reads a great deal, but she is usually able to

reproduce, in her own language, the principal points of

the story or poem she has perused once or twice. The

following selections will suJQSce to show that she not only

possesses an intelligent appreciation of her subject, but

that she also catches the spirit of the writer :
—

Tuscumbia, Ala. March 31st.

Teacher told me a story about little blind boy. His name

was Harry Lane. He lived in Boston with his mother and

father and his wee sister Lottie and his brother Frank. Poor

Harry could not see bright flowers or the birds or the grass for

he was very blind. He could not go to the school for blind

children because he was weak and small. When Frank went to

school Harry stayed at home and rocked little sister. Harry's

mother could not take him to walk in warm sun for she had

many dresses to make for ladies. Frank learned many nice

things in school. After school he played games with boys and

girls and they went to Gardens and had fun. Frank saw

beautiful flowers and trees and little fish in a pond, and birds

hopping on the soft grass and he was very happy like the birds.

Mr. Anagnos was very sorry for little Harry because he could

not go to school and be happy like birds and Frank. And he

said I will ask kind ladies and kind gentlemen to give me some

money to build a school for small blind boys and girls like

Harry Lane, then they will be happy children. Good people

were glad to give Mr. Anagnos much money for they were

sorry for little blind children. And carpenters were glad to

build nice school for them. When school was all made Harry

and nine other little boys and girls were very happy. They
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learn to make nuuiy pretty things in new school. And they

play games Avith balls and marbles and hop and skip and jump

and they are happy and good like birds and Frank. When
Mr. Anagnos gets some more money many little ])oys and girls

will have fun.

Helen Keller.

Storj/. .

Sept. 25th, 1888.— Ted and Tena had a very cunning little

bed and when it was night and they felt very tired and sleepy

their mother put them to bed and tliey were soon sound asleep.

Then they dreamed about a picnic. They went with their little

playmates to a very pretty field where the large trees made a

pleasant shade, and there were daisies and buttercups and wild

roses in the field and grass and a pretty little brook that

rippled gaily over the pebbles, and the birds were happy high

np in the trees and they sang for the little girls and boys.

When they were very hungry they made a table on the green

grass and ate the ice-cream and cake, and chicken and pickles

and biscuit, and they drank the lemonade and cold coffee.

Then they played games and came home for they were tired

and their mothers put them in their little beds to rest.

Helen A. Keller.

Rosa asked her mother to take her to see the sheep that Avere

feeding on some fresh green grass on the side of a little hill.

So, her mother told Rosa to get her hat and she would take her

to look at the sheep. When Rosa saw the sheep she was very

happy and said there are the sheep, may I run with them?

They are very mild and they will not hurt me. I will catch a

tame sheep and bring it to you. No, said her mother you

could not bring one to me because they are too large. I will

go with you and we can talk to a pretty lamb. While her

mother was talking a large sheep saw some bright flowers in

Rosa's hat and he thought they were real flowers and he was
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hungry and so he began to eat them. Rosa's mother drove the

sheep off many times but he kept coming back and trying to

pull of the flowers and at last Rosa and her mother had to go

out of the field.

^ Helen A. Keller.

Oct. 21st.— Genevieve, is a pretty little maiden and she

is good and sweet and fair. There are two roses in her

smiling face and her hair is as bright as the sunshine and

her voice is soft and loving. Gene^^eve is a happy little

maiden because she is always affectionate and kind. Her

heart is full of lo\ang thoughts. She loves to hear the birds

sing and to run and dance and catch the pretty butterflies.

Every one loves Genevieve because she is so gentle, sweet

and loving. She has a roguish little brother, his name is

Willie. He has a face as round as an apple and two laugh-

ing blue eyes. He is always jumping and leaping and

prancing. Her sister Lue is six years old and her wee little

sister Bessie is a timid little darling. She is just two years

old. One day she went out into the garden and laid her

bright head on the Strawberry bed to hear what the red

cheeked berries were saying. She loved to go with Lue

and Genevieve and sit in the swing that hung in the huge

ash tree and the little birds up in the tree thought baby

Bessie made a pretty picture as the swing moved gently to

and fro.

Helen A. Keller.

Oct. 24.— Arthur went to walk in the garden one beautiful

day with his mother. The birds were singing, and the flowers

were very bright and fragrant. After a while Arthur saw

some lovely white flowers and they looked like tiny white

bells. He asked his mother the name of the beautiful flower

and she told him it was the lily of the valley. Arthur
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tliought the little llowers would make pretty night caps for

the fairies. He told his mother that he should like to sleep

under the leaves of the lily of the valley with^a flower for

a cap. Why, said she, how very small you would have to

be. Your head would have to be not nuich larger than the

head of a pin.

The next morning Arthur came downstairs in great

glee for he had been dreaming while he was asleep about

the beautiful flowers. He told his mother all about it,

and she was glad to listen because it was a very pleasant

dream.

Arthur thought he was sitting under the lily of tlie valley

and he was so small he could put his head into one of

the tiny bells. He sat very near an acorn and he was such

a wee little boy he could lean on it. He heard a bird sing-

ing and he thought it was his mother calling him. He was

a very funny little boy and his mother laughed very hard at

his pretty dream.

Helen A. Keller.

To Helen the heroes and heroines of her little

stories are real boys and girls, in whom she manifests

a lively interest. She does not for a moment doubt

that some day she will see Lord Fauutleroy, and enjoy

in reality all the incidents of Mrs. Burnett's charming

book. She seems to prefer stories which exercise the

imagination. She is very fond of such poetry as comes

within her comprehension, and it will be seen from

many of her letters and compositions, that she catches

the poetical spirit which pervades juvenile tales.

The development of her mind is apparent in the

increased interest she manifests, and in the character of

the questions she asks when a new subject is presented to
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her. In earlier lessons, when I first described something

new, she would ask a few simple questions, and then

leave the subject, rarely returning to it voluntarily. But

now her field of inquiry has enlarged, and she repeatedly

recurs to previous lessons or conversations, seeking

further information in the same direction.

Her progress is also shown in her greater command of

language, in her knowledge of the force ofthe diflerent parts

of speech, and by her increased breadth of apprehension.

One evening a young lady who was attending the Boston

High School told Helen that she was studying Latin.

Helen turned to me and asked, "what is Latin?" I

explained to her that it was a language spoken a long

time ago, and, by way of illustration, I told her that a

table in Latin was mensa. She immediately asked,

"what is girl? hoy? father? mother ?^^ and in a few

minutes she had learned seven or eight Latin words.

The next morning she asked, "where is mj pater? ^^

When we went out for a walk, and I told her about a

little boy whom I saw, she remarked, "I would like to

see little j^uer." She learned some French, German and

Greek Avords with the same facility.

Previous to last March, when her regular lessons

ceased, she had made considerable progress in arithmetic.

She could add, subtract and multiply numbers as high

as one hundred, and had learned the multiplication tables.

She could do quickly such examples as these : What is

a half, a third, a fourth, a fifth of any given number?

What do three eights and four fives equal ? If one apple

costs two cents, what will three dozen cost? If twelve

oranges cost forty-eight cents, what will one cost? She

learned also to represent the numbers on the type-slate
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used by the blind. At first it was difficult for her to

understand that the types represented so many apples

and oranges ; but after a few days she overcame this

obstacle, and then she was incessantly puzzling her brain

with examples, both in school and out of it. Even

when she was in bed, her thoughts still dwelt upon

numbers, until she became so excited that she could

not sleep. Then we banished the type-slate and dis-

continued the lessons in arithmetic, fearing that her

health, and perhaps her mental faculties, might become

seriously injured.

She began the study of geography during the past year,

and has acquired a notion of the points of the compass

and of boundaries. She will bound a room, a house,

a garden, without difficulty, and she has worked a

little with the maps. She had learned, at different

times, the names of a few of the states in connection

with other subjects, and she now learned at a single

lesson the names of all the states of the Union, and

their correct spelling.

She can sew a little, as well as knit, and she has

learned the crochet stitch. Her beadwork and clay mod-

elling have been previously mentioned. Very little time

has been given to any of these occupations, yet she seems

to find enjoyment in all of them ; but, as I have already

plainly indicated, her attention thus far has been chiefly

devoted to the acquisition of language, and her progress

in this direction has been most gratifying.

In this connection I will mention one point, which is

perhaps worthy of note, and to which I have not hitherto

alluded,— that is, her tendency to abbreviate words and

sentences in conversation. Although in all my inter-
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course with her I have made it my rule to form complete

sentences and to require her to do the same, yet she is

continually leaving out not only important words but

whole phrases. If I have something in my hand, she

will ask "what?"— meaning, "what is it?" or "what

have you?" If I say, "I am going upstairs," she wall

ask, "to?"— meaning, "what are you going to do?"

If I am going to walk, she will say " with?"— expecting

me to tell her with whom I am o-oino;. But when we

remember by w^hat a slow method she is compelled to ask

these simple questions, does it seem strange that she

sometimes disregards words, which are not absolutely

necessary for gaining the desired information? I have

no doubt, however, that she will overcome this tendency,

and will then express herself as clearly and fully in con-

versation as she now does in composition.

Like other children, she is constantly seeking some-

thing new. She exai^iines every object within her reach,

and ascertains the size, shape, density and use of what-

ever she touches. When we think what a variety of

information can be obtained through the sense of touch,

concerning temperature, weight, form, size, muscular

exertion, pressure, and many other properties more or

less marked, it does not seem surprising, that Helen

should be able to perceive qualities not appreciable to

those who have sight and hearing, and whose visual and

auditory impressions claim that attention, which Helen

concentrates upon the sense of feeling.

Her judgment of distances, and of the relation of

places to each other, is less accurate than that of blind

persons in general. I have often known her to make

the circuit of a room several times, in searching for
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some article that she had only a moment before laid

upon a chair or table.

I have tried to improve every opportunity for showing-

Helen beautiful objects. When we go out for a walk,

I seek to turn her attention away from any petty annoy-

ances. In fact, I never allow her to talk of such matters

during the time for recreation. It is best for children—
and especially those who are situated as Helen is — to

think more often of others than of themselves, to cultivate

an interest in all that concerns their fellow-creatures, and

to be able to appreciate and love whatever is good and

beautiful. I have given her a little to observe at a time,

and have insisted that she should observe that little

well. In this way she learns to combine correct ideas,

proper sentiments and noble impulses into logical and

durable associations ; and, as association makes a unit

of the physical, intellectual and moral existences, and

establishes a natural bond between the various parts,

which constitute the mental state, great care has been

taken in the formation of those associations over which

we have some control.

With Helen, morality is not an edifice, erected at the

cost of great labor, prudence and patience. She is

naturally a very sweet, aflectionate and generous child,

and a very slight appeal to her sensitive little heart

w^ll invariably bring tears to her eyes.

She is remarkably correct in her deportment, and

possesses a strong sense of order and neatness. She is

skilful with her fingers, and is as fond of dress, articles

of ornament and all beautiful things, as are other chil-

dren of her age ; and, with all the eager and restless

activity of her mind, she is a very natural and a very

lovable little ijirl.
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Conclusion.

"But I've already troubled you too long,

Nor dare attempt a more adventurous song."— Addison.

In closing this report, which, I fear, has exceeded

the usual limits, I avail myself of the opportunity

to render my heartfelt thanks to the members of

your board for the kind advice and prompt aid

afforded to me at all times and under all circum-

stances, as well as for the courteous manner in

which these have been given. I also acknowl-

edge, with pleasure, the cordial cooperation and

valuable help which I have received from all my
assistants in this work.

All which is respectfully submitted by

M. ANAGNOS.
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INCOEPORATION OF THE KINDERGAETEN.

On application of the trustees of the Perkins Insti-

tution and Massachusetts School for the Blind, the

following act of incorporation was passed by the Legis-

lature March 15, 1887:—

(ionimonfetalt^ of Massachusetts.

In the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven.

AN ACT
To AUTHORIZE THE PsRiaNS INSTITUTION AND MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL
FOR THE Blind to hold additional estate for the purpose of a
Kindergarten for the Blind.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresentatives in General

Court assembled, and by authority of the same, as follows:—
Section 1. The Perkins Institution and Massacliusetts School for

the Blind is authorized to establish and maintain a primary school for

the education of little children, by the name of Kindergarten for
the Blind, and to hold for this purpose real and personal estate to an
amount not exceeding two hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars

in addition to the amount it is now authorized to hold.

Sect. 2. The said Kindergarten for the Blind shall be under the

direction and management of the board of trustees of said corporation.

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Passed to be enacted.

Passed to be enacted.

March 15, 1887.

Approved.

A true copy.

House of Representatives, March 14, 1887.

CHAS. J. NOTES, Speaker.

In Senate, March 15, 1887.

HALSEY J. BOARDMAN, President.

OLIVER AMES.

Secretary's Department, Boston, March 30, 1887.

Witness the Seal of the Commonwealth.

HENRY B. PEIRCE,

Secretary of the Commonwealth.



KINDERGARTEN FOR TJIE BLIND.

SECOND ANNUAL EEPORT OF THE DIRECTOR.

" Look, love, what envious streaks

Do lace the severinj^ clouds iu yonder east

;

Night's candles are burnt out, and jocund day

Stands tiptoe on the misty mountain tops."

Shakespeare.

TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.

Oentlemen : — With the return of the first day

of October, the work of this beneficent institution

comes to the close of its seventeenth month, and

it becomes my duty to present my second annual

report to your board, giving a brief account of

what has been accomplished.

The past year has been one of signal blessings,

and it is a great pleasure to me to review its his-

tory, to note the progress that has been made, and

to mark the evidences of the prosperity of the

infant school and the promise of permanent useful-

ness given by its operations.

It is no little gratification to me to be able to

assure the friends and benefactors of the blind,

that, owing to their fostering care, the tiny estab-

lishment has taken a firm root, and that it is doing
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all that the most sanguine of its promoters could

dare to hope for.

The kindergarten has awakened much interest

in the community, and has received many tokens of

good-will and sympathy alike from persons of mod-

erate means and from those who are entrusted with

the stewardship of riches. The favors bestowed

upon it during the past year were both numerous

and substantial. Seldom has an enterprise aiming

at the mitigation of affliction appealed so strongly

to the popular current of feeling, or excited so

deep an interest among all classes of people.

Rapid Growth of the Kindergarten.

" Not fairer grows the lily of the vale,

Whose bosom opens to the vernal gale."

Falconer.

The growth of the kindergarten has been re-

markably rapid. It exceeds the anticipations even

of those, who pay special attention to statistics,

and are familiar with the disproportionate increase

of blindness as compared with that of the general

population of the country. In the course of

seventeen months the nucleus has developed into

a school of fair proportions.

We began work on the second day of May,

1887, with ten children. We have now twenty-

seven under our care, and preparations have been

made for the admission of five more, making thirty-

two in all. This is the full number, which we can
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receive; and, in order to accommodate so many, we

shall be obliged to utilize every nook and corner of

the building. There is no room for more, and the

applicants whose names are already on record, as

well as those who may seek in the future the advan-

tages afforded by the kindergarten, will have to

wait until vacancies occur or additional accommo-

dations are provided.

Thus the sapling, which was planted in hope and

fiiith only a few years ago, stands before us now a

thriving and vigorous 3'oung tree, spreading its

branches in every direction, and affording a

refreshing shelter, under which a group of little

sightless boys and girls are enjoying the benefits

of a home circle and the inestimable advantagres

of early education. Many of these children have

been exposed from their infancy to the most unde-

sirable influences. They have seldom drunk the

milk of kindness or tasted the fruit of affection.

They have scarcely ever known the blessings of

wise guidance or of comfortable domestic life,

and their entrance upon the new experiences of

parental care, rational training and pleasant asso-

ciations, is marked by a corresponding improve-

ment in their manners and morals, and even by

radical changes as to form and features.
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Health of the Children.

" To the old, long life and treasure

;

To the young, all health and pleasure."

„ Ben Johnson.

The children, their teachers and attendants, all

enjoyed most excellent health until the 10th of

May, when an epidemic of scarlatina broke ont in

the kindergarten.

In the course of two or three weeks six of the

pnpils were attacked by this dire disease. The

little patients were promptly removed to the City

Hospital, where Albert Ernest Worden, the

youngest and one of the brightest and most

promising members of the family, died, lamented

by every member of the household and by the

ladies of the visiting committee. The others

were speedily restored to health.

This unfortunate event proved injurious to the

kindergarten in various ways. It disturbed seri-

ously the regularity of the operations of the

infant institution; closed its doors to many of its

friends and other benevolent persons, who wxre

plnnning to visit it during the long and pleasant

days of the early part of summer; and prevented

the children from participating in the commence-

ment exercises of the Perkins Institution, and

pleading their cause by the work of their tiny

fingers before the immense audience, which was

gathered in Trcmont Temple on the 7th of June.
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I avail myself of this opportunity to renew, in

the strongest terms, the expression of my obliga-

tions to Dr. Henry TV. Broughton, whose unremit-

ting attentions during the prevalence of scarlet

fever, as well as on cvei'y other occasion, which

called for medical attendance, entitle him to the

gratitude of every friend of the institution.

Officeks and Teachers.

" Ilmnljlest service, done

By willing and discerning souls, is glory."

George Eliot.

. There was only one change in the personnel of

the institution during the past year. The engage-

ment of Miss M. A. Swan, whose efforts were

characterized by commendable fidelity, terminated

with the close of the school term, and Mrs. Sarah J.

Davidson w^as chosen to fill the vacancy. The new

appointee is a person of superior qualities of mind

and heart, and seems to be peculiarly fitted for our

work. AVith this exception, the staff of officers

and teachers of the kindergarten remains substan-

tially the same as it was twelve months ago; and

it gives me sincere pleasure to bear testimony to

the diligent and devoted spirit, as well as to the

efficient manner, in which they have discharged

their duties. They have shown an intelligent zeal

and praiseworthy interest in the performance of

their several tasks, and the marked improvement

made by the children is principally due to their
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earnest purpose, their untiring patience and their

hearty cooperation. They all labor together har-

moniously in the interests of the establishment;

and, while they are endeavoring to become familiar

with the various phases of their work and with its

special requirements, time and practice will enable

them to do it in the simplest and most economic

way. For, as the poet puts it,—
" Experience is by industry achieved,

And perfected by the swift course of time."

The Endowment Fund.

" Gifts that grow are best

;

Hands that bless are blest :

Plant, life does the rest."— Lucy Larcom.

That the kindergarten is doing a holy work, is

unanimously affirmed by those who have watched

its operations and become familiar with their

details. It supplies the corner-stone in our system

of education, and is destined to infuse fresh life

into it, and to give a distinct and powerful impetus

to its growth and development. A company of

little boys and girls, many of whom have been

rescued from the dwellings of extreme poverty and

misery, are gathered under the roof of the infant

institution, and there shielded from the frosts of

wretchedness and the injurious effects of corrupt

association. They are neatly clad, and abundantly

provided with the necessaries of life. They are

surrounded by such genial and wholesome influ-
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dices as arc conducive to their happiness and to

the harmonious growth of all sides of their nature;

and they enjoy the blessings of that early training,

which, like a healthy plant, grasps the soil and

seeks the sun.

Whether considered from a physical or from a

mental and moral point of view, the results ob-

tained in this garden of childhood duiing the past

twelve months are very gratifying, and speak most

eloquently of the value of its work. They indi-

cate clearly the beneficent power of this new

establishment, and the vast amount of good that

can be accomplished through its agency; and they

form a plea of irresistible strength in its behalf*

But, to use Drj'den's words,—
" As high summits, in tlieir airy sweep,

Require foundations in projiortion deep,

And lofty cedars as far upward shoot

As to the nether heavens they drive the root,"'

—

so the infant institution needs a solid and deep

foundation, in order to rise to the lofty heights of

the perfect fulfilment of its sacred mission. It

must be securely grounded and firmly established

on a permanent financial basis, otherwise it cannot

succeed and prosper. An assured annual income

is not merely a desideratum or a simple matter of

convenience in this case, but a sine qua noii,— a

condition without which the perpetuation of the

benefits of the kindergarten cannot be hoped for,

nor its practically boundless possibilities be ful-



150

filled. Without a reliable source of support,

relieving its future from all uncertainties and

material embarrassments, it may exist, but cannot

grow and thrive.

With these facts before them, the trustees

resolved, with entire unanimity, to take definite

and decided steps for procuring an endowment

fund of one hundred thousand dollars. At the

suggestion of Dr. Samuel Eliot, president of the

corporation, they formed a special organization

for the purpose of raising money. Meanwhile,

the ladies of the visiting committee, having be-

come acquainted with the financial condition of

the kindergarten and with its needs, have deter-

mined to do their part in supplying the latter,

and have entered upon the work with an ear-

nestness, which commands our admiration and

merits our heartiest thanks. They have been

among the foremost in every movement con-

cerning the increase of contributions, and have

tried to devise ways and means in furtherance

of the plan. They have held frequent meetings,

discussed various measures, solicited subscrip-

tions, and finally issued an appeal to the public,

in which the members of the committee on

endowment gladly united with them, and from

which we copy the following extract :
—

The ladies visiting committee appeal to a communitJ>Dever

appealed to in vain for an}' good cause, to aid in endowing the

kindergarten for the blind. Much has been already done in
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behalf of this work. A site has been procured, a building

erected and furnished, and all fully paid for, leaving no debt

or encumbrance whatever. But the means for carrying on the

kindergarten and providing for the company of little boys and

girls now gathered in it are still wanting, and will be want-

ing until an endowment of one hundred thousand dollars,

the interest of wliich will meet all ordinary current expenses,

is obtained. A visit to the kindergarten, and a glimpse of

the brightness and joy to be seen there among these sight-

less children, will do more than any words of ours to bring

this enterprise before the hearts of our people. We ask

earnestly and confidently for contributions to the endowment

fund.

The Ecening Transcript of February 24 called

the attention of its readers to the urgency of this

appeal in a most excellent editorial article, from

which we quote as follows: —

The beautiful and commodious school for the little sightless

children has been built and furnished, and is today musical

with the laughing voices of a company of little girls and

boys, many of whom have been rescued from homes of ex-

treme poverty and want, where those that are blind are left to

sit in darkness. That they have found light, any one will see

who may stand for ten minutes in the cheery schoolroom, and

watch the bright, eager faces, with their tremulous sensitive-

ness and intelligence. These children seem to drink in knowl-

edge, as, in hot summer days, the parched flowers absorb the

moisture of a welcome shower. That they have found happi-

ness and joy in life, no one can doubt who has seen the little

men on a bright winter afternoon, warmly dressed in great

coats and tiny rubber boots, running about the wide, pleasant

grounds of the kindergarten at Jamaica Plain, building snow

forts and snow-balling each other, "just like other children,"
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as the common saying is. Their aim is not very sure, and

few of the snowy missiles take effect ; and yet they get as

much fun out of their play as any boys alive.

"Just like other children !
" That is their claim upon us :

these little ones are just like our own boys and girls,— only

missing the one precious gift of sight, which others are blessed

with. The object of the school is to help these little children to

become just like other children, that they may grow up into good

citizens, and self-supporting, self-respecting men and women.

In theii- names the committee asks, confidently and

earnestly, for an endowment fund, that these little children

may be succeeded by others ; and that, so long as there are

blind children in our community, they may find this place of

refuge, where the darkness of ignorance and sorrow shall be

lifted from them, and they shall be filled with the light of

learning. In the names of these little sightless ones it is

asked of all persons,— mothers, fathers, children. It is not

the rich alone who should carry on this enterprise ; and any

contribution will be thankfully received by the treasurer.

Early in May, the ladies of the committee,

wishing to render both the work of the kinder-

garten and its wants widely known to the com-

munity, held a reception, to which the members

of the corporation and numerous other citizens

were cordially invited. Dr. Samuel Eliot presided

over the exercises, and made a most eloquent

and convincing plea in behalf of the fund, which

was afterwards published by the committee, in

the newspapers and in a separate circular, in the

following condensed form :
—

The kindergarten is established, but not yet securely. It

needs what all kindred works need,— an assured support; and
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this can only conio with the completion of the endowment fund.

'I'hi' amount of :i fund barely sullicient to provide an income

for animal expenses has been estimated atone hundred thousand

dollars, and less than this cannot be thought of as an adequate

provision for our work. We have about a fourth part of this

endowment subscribed ; the other three-fourths are yet to be

given. That they will be given, we cannot doubt. This gen-

erous community— never more generous than in its care of the

blind— will not only pour out of its abundance, but will give

its mites, as it has done, to sustain this cause. It will not con-

sent that its little blind children shall be in any danger of los-

ing the home, in which they are now gathered, or the instruction,

from which they are now reaping all the advantages— the

almost unexpected advantages— witnesse d within these walls.

Boston, Massachusetts, or whatever name we give to the men,

women, and children on whom we confidently depend, will not

forsake the benevolent enterprise, for which we are sure we can-

not plead in vain. The ladies visiting committee, in calling

us hither this afternoon and arranging the welcome, which has

made every one feel at home, give us a chance— a fortunate

chance— to be aware of the really helpful friends of these

children and their teachers. Oh, that the chance be not

thrown away by any one of us, but that ever}^ visitor of today

may go away witli the resolution not only of helping this work,

but of inducing others to help it, and so to feel, so to tell the

scenes here witnessed, that the friends of the kindergarten

ma}' be multiplied, and its resources increased a hundred-fold !

It stands with one look towards its children, serene and confi-

dent ; the other look is confident also, but with a shade of

suspense, as it turns to the people around it, and waits for the

seventy-five thousand dollars, without which it cannot continue

its ministry. Shall it wait long?

These appeals were fairlj^ -well responded to

both ])y the rich and b}' persons in comfortable
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circumstances ; and the lists of the contributions,

which are published from time to time, show that

the heart of the community has not ceased to feel

deeply for the wants of the blind, and that the

rising tide of benevolence breaks all along the

shore, and each succeeding white-fringed billow

washes farther up the strand than its predecessor.

All this is full of hope and promise; but especially

gratifying and encouraging is the zeal manifested

by young boys and girls, who, inspired by an

ardent desire to make the lives of their sightless

friends more bright, are constantly laboring for

our cause. They continue to hold fairs and sales,

and to give juvenile concerts and miscellaneous

entertainments' in its behalf Indeed, as the night

brings out the light from the stars of heaven and

the perfume from the floAvers of earth, so the dark-

ened condition of our little pupils touches the ten-

derest feelings of lads and lasses alike, and calls

out what is noble and beautiful and fragrant in

their natures.

The results of these efforts have not as yet,

however, reached the desired point. On the

contrary, they are much below it. After de-

fraying all expenses, we have left in our treas-

ury about one-third of the required amount.

Two-thirds are still wanting to complete the

endowment fund of one hundred thousand dol-

lars; and we must not relax our energies, or

think of indulging in the luxury of rest, until
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the last dollar is . raised. " Ko delay, no rest,"

as Yirgil puts it.

" Nee mora, nee requies."

The revenue which such a foundation will yield is

barely sufficient to meet the primary necessities of

the kindergarten, and nothing less can be adequate

to the emergency. Hence, the call for the full

amount is urgent, the need is pressing.

"Up, tlien, with speed, ami work!

Fling ease and self away !

This is no time for us to sleep

;

Up, wateh and work and pray !

"

I am aware that the obstructions, which beset

the path of those who strive to carry this under-

taking to its consummation, are very numerous,

and in some instances quite disheartening; but

we must persevere in our course unflinchingly,

and with a determination to conquer them, and

pluck the sceptre of success out of the grasp of

difficulty. Obstacles, however formidable they

may be in appearance, are in substance things to

be overcome by persistent and concentrated action,

and nothing more than this. Our faith in the

goodness of our cause and in the benevolence of

the community is so strong and unwavering, that

it furnishes constant incitement to effort for the

final triumph of our project. It animates to new

endeavor, and gives fresh encouragement in the

midst of disappointment. It prevents our strug-

gles from becoming wearisome, invigorates our
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strength, intensifies our earnestness, and ever stim-

ulates us to further and steadier exertion.

"'Be thou removed!' it to the mountain saith,

And, with ambitious feet, secure and proud,

Ascends the ladder leaning on the cloud."

We would again call the attention of our

benevolent citizens, and our friends far and near,

to the claims, which the kindergarten has upon

their generous aid. 'Not only the development

of its possibilities and the increase of its use-

fulness, but its very existence depends upon the

generosity of its benefactors and supporters.

The completion of the endowment fund will

supply the infant institution with that condi-

tion of financial security, which alone can in-

fuse life into its activities, furnish the sap of

its vitality, insure its progress, and open for those

who are surrounded by black clouds and inces-

sant darkness vistas of glad promise in the

coming time. Hence we appeal to every one

who is concerned for the welfare of hapless

childhood to unite in a common effort to pro-

cure the inestimable boon of early education

and training for the blind of New England.

Edith M. Thomas.

" She went like one that hath been stunned,

And is of sense forlorn."— Coleridge.

In the last report of the kindergarten, mention

was made of Edith M. Thomas, who, from an
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attack of malignant scarlet fever and diphtheria,

at four years of age, became totally blind and

deaf, and, in consequence of her lack of hearing,

gradually lost the ability to speak. When the

former brief notice of this child was prepared, she

had but just entered our school. She was then

ffo Te-/uc. eo.noaroii.

EDITH M. THOMAS.

eight years of age, and, though rather small in

stature, she was physically well developed, strong

and active, and gave promise of being very

intelligent,— a promise which has been amjoly

fulfilled since she has been under instruction.

Her general health has been excellent through-

out the year, but the state of her ears has

been such as to require the care of an aurist

nearly all the time. That this condition causes

her considerable sufiering, is evident from her
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looks and gestures, and from the manner in

which she sometimes strikes her head. Probably

this has had some influence over her temper, and

has affected her docility; but it is very difficult

to estimate the degree of this influence.

She is remarkably qiiick and fearless in her

movements, both out of doors and in the house.

She soon learned her way about the building,

and now goes alone, with the greatest freedom, in

search of whatever she wishes. Her perception

of the situation and relation of objects around

her is very accurate, and so is her judgment of

distances. She goes directly, and without grop-

ing, to the point she would reach. Her teacher

says, that, when Edith had been less than a

month at the kindergarten, on returning from a

walk of about a mile, she put out her hand to

find the gate when only two or three rods

away from it.

She seems to possess an inherent sense of

order and neatness, and, like most little girls, is

fond of dress. She had noticed, with apparent

pleasure, that some of the children had pictures

above their bureaus. Accordingly, when a new

bureau was put into Edith's chamber, her teacher

placed a picture over it similar to those in the

other rooms. This delighted the child. She

evidently thought it was a mirror, for she im-

mediately ran to wash her face and comb her

hair neatly. Then she came to the bureau, and,
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standing on tiptoe so as to bring- her head on

a level with the imaginary mirror, she stood

looking towards it, turning her head from side

to side, and patting her collar, with a look of

supreme satisfaction on her face.

Naturally very skilful with her fingers, she

performs her little tasks much quicker and better

than most of the children with whom she works.

Her teacher relates that when Edith had been

only three months under instruction, having one

day finished a cup and saucer she had been

modelling, long before the other children had

completed theirs, she was given a piece of clay

with which to do whatever she chose. She first

made a twisted stick of candy; next, a penny,

and spelled money; and finally she modelled a

dulcimer with keys, and stick with which to

strike the notes; and this was so well made

that her teacher declares it would have done

credit to a seeing child. She had seen a dul-

cimer belonging to one of the girls; but this

was her first attempt at making one in clay,

and she worked without a model save that fur-

nished by memory.

Edith has an aflfectionate nature, and is very

fond of fun and frolic with her companions.

She recognizes every member of the household,

and very quickly misses an absent one. At night

she wishes to kiss each one of her schoolmates

before going to bed. She appears to have a cor-
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rect idea of their various abilities, and likes to

teach the weaker and more helpless ones, show-

ing great aptitude in giving instruction. Her
teacher once set her to assist another pupil in

making her bed. Edith readily complied, and

attended very nicely to the part assigned her,

taking no notice of the work of her companion.

As soon as she had finished, a happy thought

seemed to strike her. She ran away and

searched the house until she found H , who

is one of the most incompetent pupils. Leading

her to her room, Edith made her understand

that she would teach her how to make her bed.

So they began to work together, Edith going

from one side to the other, showing H how

to do her part, and doing her own very neatly.

Finally she gave the pillow to H , showed

her how to arrange it, and then left her to do

it herself.

ISTotwithstanding her affectionate disposition,

Edith likes to tease her Companions, and is very

artful in carrying out her designs. She frequently

annoys the little girls by pushing them, hurting

them in various ways, or slyly stealing away their

dolls and other toys, which she sometimes injures

or destroys. One day, when she was in the hall

with little H , during their play hour, her

teacher saw her stop suddenly as if in deep

thought. Then she threw her arms around her

companion, kissed her several times, and drew her
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gently into the girls' sitting room, closing the door

behind her. Miss Fletcher soon entered, and

found Edith sitting on the floor, with lier Ijack

resting against the closet door, while a faint sob-

bing from within revealed II 's imprisonment.

Her feeble efforts to open the door only excited

Edith's mirth. Miss Fletcher approached unper-

ceived, opened the door quickly, and released the

prisoner, much to Edith's astonishment, who could

not understand the aj^iJarently wonderful increase

of strength in lier lielpless playmate. Many of

Edith's little tricks evidently proceed from pure

love of fun, without intention of really anno3dng

any one. Even when there seems to be some

malice in her sport, it is by no means certain, that

this is not the result of a failure to comprehend

the trouble she causes.

The child appears to have an innate sense of

right and duty, combined with great decision of

character. Although wilful, impatient of restraint,

and even obstinate in her refusal to submit to

authority, yet, when left to herself, she often

manifests a touching loyalty to right. Sometimes

she wages very long and severe battles with her

rebellious wdll, every feature and gesture betraying

the fierceness of the struggle. At the outset you

can read the temptation in her face,— the desire

to gratify some impulse so powerful that she

almost yields. Then her moral sense e^^dently

arouses her indignation against her recreant will,
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and she strikes herself violently and repeatedly,

sometimes throwing herself upon the floor, kicking

and ponnding. Whenever these struggles occur,

if left entirely to herself, the right finally con-

quers ; but the interference of authority drives her

to greater rebellion.

One day she was sent to make her bed. ^ot

choosing to obey, she pulled the clothes hastily

over it, and ran away to the playroom. She

found none of the children there, and stood

thinldng for a few minutes. Then she returned

to her room, and began, in an indifferent mood,

to make her bed. Suddenly she began to strike

one hand with the other; and, after a long con-

test, during which she threw herself upon the

floor, fighting with feet as well as hands, she

finally subdued the evil spirit within, made her

bed neatly, and showed it to her teacher with a

face expressive of great pleasure.

On another occasion, as a punishment for some

ofi'ence. Miss Fletcher made her understand that

she should not leave the room. Edith stood at

the door, her features indicating the struggle

between her longing to go and her duty to

stay. The battle was fought out as usual, with

hands and feet, interrupted by occasional inter-

vals of quiet, after which the contest would

recommence. At one moment her teacher thought

Edith was about to leave the room, and rose to

prevent her; but she immediately saw her mistake,
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for tlio instant the child perceived her approach,

she no longer hesitated to run away. She was

brought back, but her teacher did not afterwards

try to detain lier l)y force; and, though Edith's

struggle with herself continued a while longer, she

did not again attempt to leave the chamber.

In addition to this sense of duty and this power

of self-government, little Edith possesses a re-

markable degree of honesty. This trait of her

character is mentioned more fully in the detailed

report given by the matron.

From the preceding account, it is apparent

that Edith is a child of strong feelings, and that

her features are sufficiently mobile to express

her emotions; nevertheless, she does not respond

quickly to appeals from without. Novelty seems

to possess less charms for her than for most

children, and she generally appears indifferent to

things until she becomes somewhat acquainted

with their nature and value. When a new word,

object, or idea is presented, her features express

neither pleasure nor surprise, and it is very dif-

ficult to discover what impression, if any, is

made upon her mind. This has naturally proved

a hindrance in her education, as her teacher

has often been obliged to work a long time in

the dark before finding a clew to the path, by

which she may reach the mind of her pupil.

Although Edith has received some instruction

in classes with the other children of the school,
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it has also been necessary to assign her a

special teacher, for certain honrs each day.

When she entered the kindergarten, she had

no means of expressing her wishes or needs

except a few natural signs. Her progress in

the acquisition of language was, in the begin-

ning, somewhat slow. At the end of the first

ten weeks she had learned forty-three words, and

at the close of the year her vocabulary num-

bered about four hundred words. It should be

explained, however, that the year included only

eight months of instruction, followed by the

summer vacation of three months, which the

cffild spent at her home; after which she

returned to school about a month before the

preparation of this report. In other words, her

present vocabulary represents the results of

only nine months' tuition.

Although she often expresses a wish to know

the names of things, and seems interested in

learning words, she can scarcely be said to be

eager in this direction. The following sentences,

which she is capable of reading, writing, and

making with the manual alphabet, are given as

illustrations of her present command of lan-

guage:—

Edith is a large girl. Edith has a bed and a bureau

and a washstand. Edith makes bed. Edith will undress

and go to bed quickly. Man gave Edith bell in store.

Edith swings in hammock and rides on tricycle. Edith
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writeb on paper with pencil. Kditli niiikes futlicr'b house

with cubes. Edith wcut to see Mr. Phinney's barn. Edith

and teacher went to ride in carriage with Dr. Broughton.

The acquisition of language does not seem

to he of the first importance to the child. Her

brain is very active, but it is occu])ied with what

she will do, rather than with what she will say.

If she is at a loss for an expression, her teacher

says, that "Edith coins words of her own."

The plays which she devises by herself, always

managing their execution, show that she pos-

sesses good observation and fertility of inven-

tion, combined with great j^ower of imitation.

Shut out from intercourse with others, her

active mind has already invented occupations

and amusements for itself. These qualities, in

addition to her fearlessness and freedom of

movement, make her less dependent upon others

for happiness than most children of her age,

and less eager for intercourse with her fellow-

beings.

That in which she is interested she learns

quickly. AYhen she had been only a month at

our school. Miss Fletcher began to teach her to

write the square hand. As an introductory-

lesson, she showed her the embossed letters she

was to imitate. In half an hour Edith learned the

entire alphabet, so that, on placing her finger upon

one of the raised characters, she could promptly

make the corresponding manual letter.
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The following account of this interesting child?

given by Miss Greeley, the matron of. the

kindergarten, shows in greater detail the prog-

ress which has been made by little Edith since

she entered the school.

Edith came to the kindergarten Oct. 4, 1887. I saw

her for the first time in the horse-car on her way hither.

She appeared active and bright, with round and rosy

cheeks. Her hands were loaded with her parcels, her

basket and her little bag. I sat by her side and sought

to make her acquaintance, knowing that she was to be

under my care. Her mother accompanied her. On

arriving at the kindergarten, she was taken to her room

and assisted in putting away her little belongings, for

which she showed the greatest fondness. She was then

taken to the schoolroom and introduced to Miss Johnson

and the children, who were engaged in their usual work.

At this time Edith seemed only a healthy little animal,

full of strength and force. She had no knowledge of

any language except that of natural signs.

The first attempt at teaching her the manual alphabet

used by the deaf and dumb was made by Miss Johnson,

who labored for some time before meeting with any suc-

cess. Edith's interest was excited for the first time by a

direction to model a ball and a mug in clay. The names

of these objects had been selected as the trial words, and

had been again and again spelled by letters of the manual

alphabet made against her hand. Her own fingers had

also been guided to shape the letters of these words.

Her first apparent recognition of the connection between

a word and its corresponding object was in passing a
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mug or ball to the teacher when the latter spelled the

name ; but it was two weeks before Edith voluntarily made

the letters with her own fingers, though there is no

doubt that she already understood what was expected of

her. The restraint of regular occupation, even for half

an hour, she violently resisted.

On the IGth of October, Miss Lilian M. Fletcher began

work as a special teacher. Hours of regular occupation

were arranged for Edith, and she entered upon a course

of systematic instruction. Iler obstinacy now became

evident, and the various interruptions to her progress

have been due to this trait and to her overflowing spirit

of fun and frolic, rather than to any dulness of apprehen-

sion. While she has a most affectionate and lovable dis-

position, her frequent fits of ill-temper and her passion

for fun lead her to play many mischievous pranks with the

children, so that it is unsafe to leave her alone even for

a moment. There is never a lack of ingenuity or clever-

ness in carrying out her little plans. Her movements are

free, her fingers very deft, and she excels the other chil-

dren in the handiwork required of them. She runs faster

than they do ; she takes more stitches in a given time, and

with greater nicety ; and she is usually the leader in their

sports. The children are fond of Edith, and are always

ready to excuse her misconduct, although they would

not be guilty of like behavior. " Poor little Edith,"

they say ;
" she cannot talk."

In the diary kept by Miss Fletcher, her progress has

been recorded with great care ; and I find, under date of

October 21,—

A great victory has been won ; for, while patient hands

have been trying, without success, to make Edith form letters
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for herself, today, after three and a half hours of toil, I suc-

ceeded iu making her form the word mvg herself.

October 23. I have not allowed Edith to have anything

to drink at table until she spelled mug. This noon, to my sur-

prise, for the first time of her own accord, she spelled mug.

The word hat was taught her in the same way. She

was obliged to ask for the article before she could go

out to play. It was the same with the word boot. If

the child did not appear at the breakfast table, we in-

ferred that she was detained in bed until she asked for

her boots by the finger alphabet. About this time

Edith's mother called, and gave her a toy watch, which

pleased the child so much, that she immediately made

signs to her teacher that she wished to give it a name.

She learned to spell watch in five minutes, and never

forgot it afterwards.

Under date of October 28 we find this entry :
—

Edith was very naughty, and we did but little work.

October 29. Edith was better natured today.

November 1. I have been obliged to keep Edith in bed

for a punishment.

November 10. I am glad to find Edith a strictly honest

child. She never touches that which does not belong to her.

An incident which happened before Edith entered

the kindergarten corroborates this opinion. One day

the child entered a room, which she did not know was

occupied. Approaching a table, she found thereon some

candy. This was a great temptation. She took it up,

evidently longing to taste it ; but she resisted the

temptation, and put it down. Then she continued her

search about the room. Finding a lady lying upon the
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bed, she returned to the table, tcxjk the candy, and car-

ried it to her.

November 11. Edith wove her first mat today. Her

fits of high temper are not so frequent or violent as formerly.

November 12. Edith did good work. She spelled all

the words she has learned.

November 14. Edith takes an active part in the kinder-

garten games, which she thoroughly enjoys. She now goes

into the gynmastic class for one hour each day with the other

children. •

November 15. Edith sewed her first card in ten minutes,

making no mistake. The same card took some of the chil-

dren an hour.

November 16. Edith did her first paper-folding in the

class today.

On November 17 Edith begun learning the square

handwriting, the first step being to feel of the letters in

raised print, and thus become familiar with their shape

before attempting to write them. Miss Fletcher says :
—

She surprised me by learning it very quicklJ^ At first she

tried to twist her fingers to look like the letters in the book,

but soon gave it up. I can place her finger on any letter,

and she will make the corresponding letter in the manual

alphabet.

November 21. Today we start on our new plan of

study.

This plan, as substantially carried out during the

winter months, was as follows: From 9 to 10 a.m.,

learning words; 10 to 11, play; 11 to 12, stringing

beads, or some kindergarten occupation ; 12 to 1, gym-

nastics ; 2 to 3, play; 3 to 4, kindergarten instruction.
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December 2. I gave Edith the name of one of the

gu-ls, Bose. This seemed to please her.

December 6. She learned her own name, Edith; also

the numbers one^ two, three. The verbs run and give, with

their connections, — Edith run, and give doll mug, — she

understands perfectly.

December 15. Edith has been very kind today to a

little sick girl, giving her watch to the invalid to amuse

herself with.

December 22. Edith attended the exercises in honor

of Laura Bridgman's fiftieth . anniversary at the Perkins

Institute. She behaved very nicely.

December 23. I found Edith on the highest shelf in

the closet, whither she had climbed.

On Christmas morning Edith examined her stockings,

and the record says :
—

The first expression on her face seemed to be one of indif-

ference, — showing neither surprise nor delight. Her hand ran

down the length of the stocking. Finding it full, she took it

from where it hung, and carried it to her bed. In the top of

the stocking she found a doll, and her joy was unbounded. She

patted first the doll, then herself, to ask if it belonged to her.

She then spelled hat, and showed me a little straw hat trimmed

with bright ribbons. She commenced pulling out candy and

nuts, in great excitement, but, finding this too slow, she

grasped the stocking by the toe, held it upside down over a

plate, and secured the contents. She then ran back for the

packages she had before touched, and quickly untied and

examined them.

Watching her on that Christmas morning, we felt the

power imparted by the precious gift of intelligence. We
perceived the coming light that was to gladden her

little soul. Though now appearing only in scattered

gleams, yet
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" I saw tlio hid beginnings when ehiios and order strove,

And I can date the morning prime,— the purple flaming of love,"

— of lovo, and desire for growth uiid iiniJiovement. The

child's nature was at last awake, and her progress since

that time has been most commendable. She exhibits

quickness of perception and understanding, and is in

every way a promising cliild. It is delightful to observe

the change that has taken place in her countenance and

manner, and to contrast her appearance and behavior of

a year ago with that which she now exhil)its. Then we

often felt we might be doing the child injustice, because

we had no means by which to express our wishes or to

interpret her desires. Now, not only is her pleasure

heightened, but our relations are becoming more intimate,

and each day brings with it satisfactory results.

In the elementary instruction, which Edith has received,

great care has been taken to insure thoroughness, and to

avoid all subjects, which might prove bewildering, choos-

ing only those, a knowledge of which would serve as a

useful basis for future advancement. We feel certain

that the advantages of the kindergarten system, as

applied in this case, will be made apparent in Edith's

later years. She has now a vocabulary of about four

hundred words, and her knowledge of language has been

principally acquired through the use of objects. Miss

Johnson considers her as fitted to receive such ol)ject

lessons as are given to the other children, and says:—

Now that the number of words known to Edilh is so much

increased, the effort is being made to have her go over the

ground covered by the other children. She has lately been

examining the second kindergarten gift, consisting of a wooden

ball, cube and cylinder. These are chosen as being the foua'
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datiou of all forms, and iu connection with these she examines

natural objects related to them in form. She is led to describe

these objects, and tell the differences between them. This, of

course, is an excellent language lesson, and the one of all

others most necessary for her.

She can now form almost all the letters of the square

hand, and her writing lessons are connected with the object

lessons by letting her write the facts she has just discov-

ered. The following facsimile copies are specimens of these

lessons :
—

LL-n uk^Lo kcL a a. s t e -TTi. .

^3

Oct
J

^d.£."^ iduL L^

^^. c

' ^^^ ^ £ ^
j;
Vhj
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Witli Kditli tlu'i-e is no dillieulty tiboiit sijolliiig correctly,

as she iiiust spell a word every time she uses it. She can

therefore read or write any word in her vocabulary. As so

many unfamiliar words occur in all the reading books, we

arc obliged to have sentences prepared expressly for her, and

printed in raised type.

She has, of course, begun to work with numbers, and

this study is frequently carried on in connection with her

kindergarten work ; but she has not yet gone beyond the

number eight. The gifts are rich in number lessons, and

she now uses several of them, working under direction in

the regular way. From the beginning she has been in the

class with other little girls, weaving, sewing and modelling in

clay ; and the hour in which they march and play the kinder-

garten games is the one to which she looks forward with

most pleasure.

Again we are permitted to see the miracle of a fresh

heart and a fresh soul led out of silence into the bound-

less possibilities of outer life.

" O small beginnings, ye are great and strong

;

Ye build the future fair, ye conquer wrong

;

Ye earn the crown, and wear it not in vain."

The recent visit of Helen Keller to the kinder-

garten was an occasion of rare interest, not only

from the pleasure, which everywhere attends the

presence of the little visitor, but from its bring-

ing together these two children, Edith and Helen,

so nearly of an age, both totally deprived of sight,

hearing and speech, and now being educated by

methods similar in principle, but widely different

in detail. Helen is nearly a year younger than

Edith, but she is larger in stature and much
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further advanced in her knowledge of language,

having a natural gift in that direction, which

has been developed by the constant attention of

a private teacher for nineteen months; while

Edith's instruction covers a period of only nine

months. The following letters, which were ex-

changed between these children, are here pro-

duced in facsimile, and illustrate the difference

of their attainments in the English language:—

So,Sa5^0T^.lncrSb..Oc4. 3^1

J n. cL"i/^ t Lr EC7L,

to Scn-OoL 1:11.1 5 TTL o fi-n I tx q D--n.<f

J anm -yin-u kajxa-u lr ^ can 5 t

JLoTfifl Qo CO S c k Q L -uri tn.

littlL lril-n,(i qifxi 5. J5 ij o ii h. r ac £

axLLct -urELlTT.o-ur. c(qijoti L ihi

ro riLa-v -LLTLck r "U/ e rLCTj-3 1
-r £-n

liiLLe \rli-rL<J ckiidhtTL a.l:l:kt

kin, J Eh aan{:tTL. IfiT klTi "U dti

ati I 0. b ulL La d -n ixri L L "ly a ii

earn. E t cJi L a Lr aTTL ti- r q 5zi
me •

9

• J Lore "ijciTJ. vea-Tj Jeatil ^
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SlJir c f t D.-T-ucf n-h-fcCLQi-LS LittLe

cKLLd. Ul-u b iQ.cn.t K s ETLc/ S

(1.155E5 to TJOTi.

D o a ^ ^. t .^
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Helen, the child of the south, with her sweet,

clinging-, affectionate disposition, is unfolding as

rapidly as a tropical plant, and winning all hearts

by her loving ways and by her brilliant success

in the acquirement of language; while Edith,

—

sturdy, self-reliant, independent,— in her tardier

advancement in the one direction, in which Helen

excels, shows, nevertheless, indications of a deep

•moral nature and a strength of character, which,

if wisely guided in their development, give promise

of a noble womanhood.

The Proposed Fair.

" I mean, sir, in delay

We waste our lights in vain, like lamps in day."

Shakespeare.

The interest lately revived in the great fair for

the blind, which was held in Fanueil Hall some

fifty-five years ago, and the remarkable success

achieved by the girls of the Perkins Institution at

their bazaar for the kindergarten, held in their

schoolhouse on Washington's birthday in 1884,

have called forth frequent suggestions from many

friends of the cause, in regard to repeating the

experiment in behalf of the same object. The

matter has been frequently discussed, and offers

of substantial help and of hearty cooperation in

the work have been extended from all sides. A
charming and forcible article from the graceful

pen of Mrs. C. W. Kichards appeared in the
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newspapers last February, giving some "Recol-

lections of the Fair of 1833,"— in wliich she was

one of the ])rincipal actors,— and urging- "Its

Example for 1888/'

In view of all these facts and appeals, as well

as of the necessities of the new kindergarten,

strenuous efforts were put forth to effect a suitable

organization, and place the enterprise under its

control; and the public at large were earnestly

requested, at the close of the commencement exer-

cises last June, to come to our assistance. The

prospect of success in inducing some experienced

persons to take a leading part in the movement,

and marshal our forces, seemed then to be very

hopeful ; but I regret to say, that thus f^ir there

has been no satisfactory progress made in this

direction, and, as a consequence, we are compelled

to postpone the execution of our plans.

This delay is very unfortunate, and a real

" waste of our lights." The field is ready for

o]xn'ations, numerous laborers are waiting for the

summons, the signs of the times are very auspi-

cious, and the prospect of adding a good sum of

money to the scanty funds of the kindergarten is

very promising. All that is needed to bring the

project to a favorable issue is a small band of

earnest and public-spirited women willing to take

hold of the affair and put it through.

Can it be possible, that, in a city renowned for

its philanthropy and teeming with benevolent
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works and humane enterprises, there is not a

sufficient number of happy mothers, generous and

broad-minded enough to undertake the champion-

ship of the cause of the blind, and to aid in lessen-

ing the sharp sting of the misfortune of the little

sightless children, and in opening to them the

road of usefulness and happiness?

Another Building Impeeatively ^N^eeded.

" One step at a time and that well placed,

We I'each the grandest height

:

One stroke at a time, earth's hidden stores

Will slowly come to light."

The new and commodious building, which was

so carefully planned and well constructed, so con-

venient and beautiful,— itself a refining, uplifting,

educating power to those who gather within it for

instruction and training,— has proved to be well

adapted to its purposes. It is complete in its in-

ternal arrangements, and affords excellent facilities

for all the necessary exercises of the school. But,

although it was dedicated to the uses of the kin-

dergarten only one year and a half ago, it is now

crowded to its utmost capacity. There is not a

vacant bed in it, while a number of sightless chil-

dren, who are eagerly seeking admission within its

walls, and who ought to be taken away from their

surroundings and placed under our care, are ke|3t

out for want of room.

This state of things renders it absolutely neces-
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sary that a second building', siinilai- to the first one

in size and architectural style, should be erected

without delay. The new edifice will be very help-

i'ul in many essential ways, and will contribute

vastly to the extension of the benefits of the kinder-

garten and to the improvement of its work.

First. It will enable us to receive all suitable

candidates for admission at the earliest possible

age, and by appropriate training enhance the value

of some of the best years of their lives.

Second. It will supply the necessary means not

only for classif) ing the pupils carefully according

to the individual requirements of each case, but

also for retaining them under the genial influences

of the kindergarten, by enlarging the scope of its

system of rational education, so that the latter will

cover a much more extended period of time

than is possible with our jjresent limited accom-

modations. The following charming words of

Richter give a perfect idea of the lasting effect,

which such a prolongation has upon the character

of children :
" The longer the morning dew

remains hanging in the blossoms of the flowers,

the more beautiful the day."

Third. It will render it possible for us to carry

out our original plan, and allow a small number

of seeing little boys and girls residing in the

neighborhood to participate in the daily exercises

of the kindergarten, and associate with our tiny

pupils both in the schoolrooms and on the
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playground as their fellow-workers and play-

mates, their friends and companions.

For the means of attaining to these ends we

earnestly appeal to the j^nblic in general, and to

those generous individuals in particular, who may

be disposed to devote a portion of their riches

to the alleviation of the woes of suffering hu-

manity, and to unite their names forever with one

of the several buildings, which are to be dedicated

to the cause of the education of the blind.

It is confidently hoped, that the tide of benev-

olence will begin to flow strongly towards the

kindergarten, which is laboring to do a work

second to none in the community in present

importance and in far-reaching results.

A MUNLFICENT GlFT.

" Nichts halb zu thun ist edler Geister Art."

WiELAND.

Since the financial year of the kindergarten

was closed and the annual accounts were made up,

the very liberal and encouraging contribution of

$38,000 towards the endowment fund has been

received from Miss Helen C. Bradlee, who had

previously given $2,000 to the same object.

This is the most munificent gift thus far

bestowed upon our enterprise by any one

individual. Indeed, it is a royal one in every

respect, and serves as a confirmation of Wieland's
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words, that " to do notliing by lialves is the way

of noble souls." It was iin(|iiestiona]jly born

of i)ure philanthropy, and Avill ever be known as

the Bit/VDLEE Fund, thus indissolubly linking

the name of the donor, as well as that of her

honored family, witli the liistory of the kinder-

garten. "We hail it both as a manifestation of

profound interest in the cause of the education

of the blind and as a pledge for better times.

" Auspicium melioris aevi."

"Would that I could put into words our sense

of obligation to Miss Bradlee for such a bounteous

gift! Milton's i^hrase,

" The debt immense of endless gratitude,"

embodies the essence of our feelings and gives

expression to our sentiments. The sightless

children not only of the present, but of countless

future generations, to whom the munificence of

their benefactress will render accessible the

advantages afibrded by the kindergarten,

" Shall cry to heaven and pull a blessing on her."

Such deeds of benefaction as that of Miss

Bradlee remain forever Avith their bestowers.

They are inscribed on the tablets of eternity in

letters of gold; and, whenever we have the

pleasure of putting them on record, we feel,

indeed, that hope is erecting its altar upon the

ashes of despair.
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Future Prospects of the Kindergarten.

" Cherished with hope and fed with jo}^ it grows
;

In cheerful buds their opening bloom disclose,

And round the happy soil diffusive odour flows."

Prior.

In summing up the review of last year's work,

we have good reason to be thankful for what the

kindergarten has thus far accomplished, as well as

for its present excellent condition.

With some anxieties and not a few misgivings,

and yet with undaunted courage and firm hope,

we commit this beneficent institution to the

sympathy and fostering care of all friends of

, humanity. We anticipate for it a wide influence

and a grand success. We confidently believe,

that the time is not far distant when a complete

group of commodious buildings will spring up on

its premises, dotting its fair grounds with

beautiful structures. The enterprise is still in its

infancy, to be sure; yet, looking into its future

arid contemplating its prospects and the ulti-

mate benefit which it is destined to confer upon

hundreds of sightless children for centuries to

come, we are inclined to repeat, with Ovid,

" What destinies the little bark carries
!

"

" Heu quantum fati parva tabella vehit !

"

All which is respectfully submitted by

M. ANAGNOS.



183

REPORT OF THE MATROX.

To Mr. M. Anagxos, Director.

Sill : — I have the pleasure to submit the second annual

report of the kindergarten for the blind.

The Avhole number of pupils under instruction during

the past year has been twenty-nine, of whom twelve were

girls and seventeen boys. One of the former has been

transferred to the girls' department of the Perkins Insti-

tution, and one death has occurred among the boys.

Ernest Worden entered the kindergarten April 12.

He was attacked with scarlatina on the thirteenth of May,

and was removed immediately to the city hospital,

where he died May 23, 1888, at the age of six years.

Ernest was at the kindergarten for one month only, and

he ever seemed

" A cherub

NVlio had lost his way,

And wandered hither. So his stay

With us was short;

He did but float a little way,

And, putting to the shore,

While yet 'twas early day,

Went calmly on his way,

To dwell witli us no more."



184

At the same time there were four other cases of scarla-

tina, all of a very light form ; and this sudden vis-

itation forcibly reminded us of our pressing need of

some suitable place for the isolation of patients pros-

trated with contagious disease.

With this exception, the general health has been uni-

formly good, and a marked improvement in the physical

appearance and condition of all the children has been

visible. This fact is especially gratifying, when we

remember that children of this class usually have

feeble organization and inferior physique, and are pre-

disposed to mental and bodily inertia.

The arduous work of the teachers has been most dili-

gently and patiently performed. A study of the mental

development of any individual pupil connected with the

kindergarten during the past sixteen months is sufficient

to demonstrate the practicability of the scheme of

education, which has been carried out. The underlying

principle is to develop the child's mind in the direc-

tion of its natural growth, and so stimulate its powers

of perception and application. Contrasting the methods

pursued in the ordinary kindergarten with those required

in the same system of education for the blind. Miss

Johnson, who has been connected with this school from

the first, says, of her own work :
—

The primary object of a kindergartener, on receiving a num-

ber of children under her charge, is to endeavor to turn their

natural activity of mind and body into desirable channels ; not

by any means to crush it, but to give it a legitimate, instead of

an illegitimate, outlet. It is in this respect that our work with

the blind differs from that of an ordinary kindergarten. Our

children too often come to us eutirely lacking this activity.
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Tliey are afraid to iiiovu al)()iit ahjiic ; they an- pliysically uiule-

velopcd, aiul their senses are dulled ]jy inaction. It becomes,

therefore, our first object to awaken their activity ; and no sys-

tem of education can be better fitted for this purpose than that

of Froebel. It is with tliankful hearts that we note the change

that has come over so many of the children in this particular,

during our first year's work. The apathetic have become

interested ; the powers of observation have been cpiickened, the

fingers, which were becoming stiff and awkward from lack

of use, are now comparatively nimble, and the children move

about with ease and without fear. Much of the physical free-

dom acquired by them is due to the playing of kindergarten

games. Children, previously afraid to run, forget their fears

in imitating the flying of a bird, in personating a cat running

after a mouse, or a horse trotting briskly home from a visit to

the blacksmith ; and, when they once realize the delight of rapid

motions, they begin at once to use them in their free play.

The games have also proved most useful in the training of the

other senses, which must be used to their fullest extent in order

to make up for the loss of sight. The increased mental alacrity

of the children has been as remarkable as their bodily activity.

Those who at first appeared to have neither desire nor capacity

for learning, are now not only ready, but eager, for instruction,

and have gratified their teachers by their intelligent application

of the knowledge they have gained. Their delight in the study

of elementary science, as used in the kindergarten, and the

minute distinctions noted by themselves in the examination of

objects, have been often remarked by visitors. A noticeable

improvement in the use of language has been one of the great

gains of the year, and in an advanced class tolerable ease in

reading and in the use of simple numbers has been acquired by

a few of the pupils.

Instances might be given to show tlie extremes of

inefficicnc}' and inactivit}', and the marked improvement
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that has followed more or less speedily ; but the fore-

going general facts, as given by Miss Johnson, apply

so well to all under our charge, that we forbear to cite

special cases.

An interesting feature of the school is the musical in-

struction, under the direction of Miss Cornelia C. Roeske.

The children are, almost without exception, fond of music.

The words of the kindergarten hymns and songs are taught

in the schoolroom ; and they are of a simple and pleasing

character, in harmony with the season and the spirit

of nature. The little boys and girls render these songs

with an understanding and musical spirit very credit-

able to them and their teachers ; although the latter

realize that vast improvement is still necessary. The

whole class receives daily lessons in musical notation,

and four of the children have begun to practise on

the pianoforte.

Dr. H. W. Broughton, the attending physician, has

not limited his services to professional visits ; and we

acknowledge, with much pleasure, his unfailing kind-

ness, and the interest which he has taken in the wel-

fare of every child.

The members of the ladies visiting committee have

made frequent visits to the kindergarten, and have en-

couraged the work by their personal interest and evi-

dent sympathy. To them, and to all who have ministered

in the remotest degree to the success and prosperity of

the year, we are profoundly grateful.

This report involuntarily shapes itself into an appeal,

— the echo of an appeal unconsciously made by these

children to all those with whom they come into daily

contact. The life-work of these young creatures all lies
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before them, yet they must ont(!r upon it sadly ciii)[)led

by an infirmity, the greatness of which they, fortunately,

cannot realize. AVhen we compare our opjjortunities

with their limitations, the good we desire to do seems

immeasurable.

Respectfully submitted by

ISABEL GREELEY,

Matron.
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RECEPTION

GIVEN BY THE LADIES VISITING COMMITTEE AT THE
KINDERGARTEN FOR THE BLIND.

Monday, May 7, 1888.

In order to encourage a more thorough acquaintance

with the Avorlc of the kindergarten, and to enlist the sym-

pathy and cooperation of those who are interested in

promoting philanthropic enterprises, the ladies visiting

committee decided to hold a reception there, and to throw

open for inspection the entire premises.

The committee accordingly issued cards of invitation

for Monday, May 7, at 3 p.m., and a considerable number

of ladies and gentlemen visited the school. The guests

were received by the ladies of the committee, who gave

them the freedom of the house ; and the first hour was

spent in looking about the building, and examining the

various arrangements for the health, comfort and happi-

ness of the children. In the schoolroom for the g^irls

and in that for the boys the Jittle pupils were seated at

tables or desks, their fingers being busy with various kin-

dergarten devices. Some were examining geometrical

forms, others were executing designs with beads upon a

cushioned table, and a few were reading from embossed

books. These rooms were very attractive, and the guests

lingered here, talking with the children and watching

them at their work. Another equally if not more attrac-
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tive centre was a small apartment opposite the girls'

schoolroom, where little P^dith Thomas sat with her

teacher. Edith was busily engaged in paper-folding", and

made a soldier's cap and other designs very skilfully.

She also wrote with pencil in the square hand so generally

used by the blind.

After nearly an hour had been thus spent, the pupils

were allowed a recess, during which the guests were

invited to the hall in the fourth story of the building.

The children entered a little later and took their seats

near the platform, and Dr. Eliot, as president, opened

the exercises with the following words :
—

President Eliot. Ladies and gentlemen: — The exercises

for which you have been asked to mount these stairs and come

up so high are now about to begin. They will consist partly

of musical performances, most of them by the children of the

kindergarten, and partly of brief addresses to be made by the

friends of the kindergarten, whom you will, I am sure, all be

glad to hear. The first thing on our programme is a clarinet

solo, by C. Wilbur Basford of the Perkins Institution.

The solo by j\Ir. Basford was finely executed, and

called forth hearty applause, after which two songs were

sung by the children of the kindergarten, which gave

great pleasure to the audience.

President Eliot. I will now ask the three fi lends, who are

to make brief addresses to you, to speak one after the other

without any form of compliment or introduction on my part.

The first one is the Rev. Francis G. Peabody of Harvard

College.

As Prof. Peabody came forward, one of the little boys

inquired, in a voice loud enough to be heard by all pres-
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ent, " who are you ?" which created considerable merri-

ment.

President Eliot. "One touch of nature makes the whole

world kin."

ADDRESS BY REV. FRANCIS G. PEABODY.

"What a strange thing it is that in a moment an occasion

that would seem to have been pathetic and touching is

turned, by one little voice, into an occasion of merriment and

joy ! This is the sense of contrast, with which one must

come here. What could be more affecting than this song

we have just heard, about "the merry, merry sunshine beam-

ing in the west ;

" yet what could be more merry than the

laugh, which followed it ! I suppose no one feels this con-

trast so much as I. For I happen to come from the midst

of the tumultuous life of vigorous young manhood, and I

find mj^self in the midst of these peculiar limitations of the

senses of life, which seem at first so distressing. Yet each has

its vocations, each its beautiful resources, each its dangers

and its risks. On the one hand lie the risks of young man-

hood, with all its passions and its sense of life ; and, as I

see in my daily work this great troop as they pour past me

to their duties, it seems as if the universe, with all its op-

portunities and with all its multiform temptations, were at

their feet. And then I turn to these limited and shut-in

little lives, apparently without resources or opportunities ; and

yet in reality with many beautiful resources and opportunities

of their own. On the one hand is a myriad of opportunities
;

on the other hand is a possibility of concentrated opportu-

nities. And, strangely enough, as we meet here and hear this

merry laughter and see these smiles, it is hard to say where

the most happiness and contentment, for the moment, seems

to lie. This is the marvel of the life, from which so much

has been taken away,— that so much seems to be left.
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"NVluin little things sire taken away from us, it is ajjt to make

us peevish and selfish and unready for the world ; hut when

that is taken away, which seems irremediable, tremendous,

then, strangely enough, as the whole history of the life

of the blind is showing us, there seems to enter a new

tranquillity and peace and hope, not to say a new vivacity

and joy.

The history of the education of the blind is verj- strange,

because it is so short. It seems amazing that only fifty-five

years ago all these methods and appliances and all this phil-

anthropy and devotion, which are so conspicuous among us

now, were almost unknown. I happened the other day to fall

in with a little biography, which some of you may have seen,

—

the life of Elizabeth Gilbert, stricken blind in infancy, and

giving her life to -the consecrated task of helping those who

were blind with her. It was dreadful to learn that when

blindness first came upon her there was among even her

sympathetic and Christian friends hardly any other view of

it than that it was a visitation of God, not to be mitigated,

not to be relieved, but to be patiently borne ; so that, even

among religious friends, the prayer that seemed most often

uttered for her was not that she might be made useful or

happy, but that her Heavenly Father would take her away

from the world, in which she had been placed. Fortunately

for her and for the education of the blind, her parents were of

other minds, and they reared her in precisely the same method

and under precisely the same discipline, which they gave to their

other children ; and very early in her life, as in so many lives

akin to hers, a sense of power, of the absence of limitation,

began to take possession of her. She talked of seeing in

that pathetic fashion which the blind so often use. She told

her mother she "went to see the Duchess of Kent come into

London ; and, mamma," she said, " she had on a brown dress."

So beautiful, so touching can be a life that seems to be thus

limited and hemmed in ! It seems as thouixh resources were
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sometimes coming to them from regions of wliicli we hardly

dream.

Through the great kindness of Mr. Anagnos, I have for

two years past been able to take my class of young ^men in

Harvard College to the Perkins Institution, to let them ob-

serve the methods pursued there in tlie education of the

blind ; and I will confess to you that while those healthy,

robust, broad-shouldered young men are studying the blind

about them, I, for my part, am most touched and impressed

by studying the impression, which the blind make upon those

young men ; to see the look of seriousness, the change of

view, the sense of the mystery of life come over those young

faces, as they see the happiness, the content, the resources of

those who seem to have had taken away from them every-

thing that can be desired. This is a lesson in Christian

ethics, which I wish others could share with me. It seems

as though these lives, as Wordsworth says, were "moving

about in worlds not realized ;
" seeing things we do not see

;

looking upon things, as the apostle says, "that eye hath not

seen." And sometimes it almost makes one wonder whether

blindness, as we call it, is not rather a relative than an abso-

lute term. Perhaps we who seem to see are yet blind to a

myriad of things, to thoughts and tones of life that pour in

upon us from every side. We know that there are tones

and notes so high and so low that we cannot hear them
;

that there are colors so keen and so intense that we cannot

see them ; that there are forces bearing in upon us all the

time, of which we hardly dream. Just now, by some strange

revelation of the time, one of those forces, which we call

electricity, has been let in upon our lives ; we see it lighting

us and heating us and moving us ; and it may be that a

multitude of other just such forces, material, spiritual, inward

and outward, might be operating upon us if we were not, in

our way, blind. Does it not seem, as one goes among per-

sons who seem to be deprived of the resources which we have.
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tlmt pcrliiips wc, too, in our way, liavi' oui- limitations upon

our happiness and attainiiifut, just siioli as might seem to be

put upon the resources of the blind, and that we are all

unaware of the beauty and mystery of the real life in which

we live?

The history of the training of the blind passes from this first

impression of the sacrilege of tampering with this visitation of

God to other phases of public opinion. Succeeding the sense

of sacrilege came the sense of waste. This is the purely eco-

nomic view of human life. Let us save those who are able to

sjve themselves. Let us give play to the struggle for exist-

ence. Let us accept the survival of the fittest. Under this

last law we see institutions established, which seek to serve

those people who can serve the state in their turn, whose lives

shall seem to 1)C' worth preserving ; but we see no trace of any

such institution as we see today. And even today political

economy like this still prevails among us, and there is still this

sense of wastefulness in helping those who cannot help them-

selves. " Let the idiot," as once a high oilicial said, "sit in

the sun." Let the blind grope their way. What little educa-

tion they can get, let them get it for themselves. To such a

view of life, how monstrous, how futile, how wasteful such an

institution as this appears ! AVhen a man like Dr. Howe gives

his fulness of manhood to the redeeming of one soul out of

the bondage of an infirmity of the senses into light and peace,

what a waste of vigorous manhood, from such an economic

stand-point, it must seem to be ! When a person like Jesus of

Nazareth yields up his life in early manhood upon the cross,

what a waste of manly, not to say divine, power it is ! He

might have lived. He might have done a greater work. AVhy

did he throw himself away ? •

There is no answer to such questions until we pass out of all

this evil economic region into the life and power of the Chris-

tian thought of human life. Christianity through all its his-

tory has meant not alone reverence for that, which is awful and
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great and majestic and high, but it has meant just as much

sympathy and fellow-feeling for that, which is weak and lowly

and helpless. It looks up and it looks down. It looks in

upon the single life and it looks broadly over the family of

man ; and it will not leave one member of that family remote

or alone. It gathers them all in, out of their weakness and

their oppression, out of their fragmentary life, into what the

Bible truly calls "one family," the "one body in Christ;"

and it believes that when any member suffers, then all the

members are the weaker for it ; and if any member, even the

weakest, is made stronger, then it is the joy and the strength

of the whole.

And so it comes to this,— that institutions like this, with the

beauty and pathos, which we find in them, are in reality the

practical fruits of the Christian idea of human life. We think

of them often as quite apart from the real ministrations of the

Christian life ; we think we find our Christianity in our churches

and our morality here ; but it is not so. Just as surely as the

whole of outward nature today is yearning and striving,

through its roots and its leaves, for the blossom and the flower,

which are to follow, just so surely the whole effort and yearning

and straining of Christianity finds its fruition and its blossom

in a home like this. I can nnagiue Jesus of Nazareth coming

back into this modern world with the same great thoughts

which once possessed him, the sense of God and the sanctity

of the life of man ; and I can imagine him watching the

myriad ways, in which honor and praise are now offered to his

name ; and I think I can see him passing by many a pretentious

form of worship, as though he would have again to say, " many

will say unto me, ' Lord, Lord,' and I must answer again, ' I

never knew you.' " And then I can fancy him pausing before

such a plain, unadorned and unpretentious temple of Christian

life-as this, with those serving in it and for it, who never dream

that they are priests ordained of him, and I can hear him say

ao"ain, "behold, I was an hungered and ye fed me; I was a
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stranger and ye took ine in ;
" uiid then the hiimlile priests of

this temple will say, " Lord, when saw we tiiee a stranger and

took thee in?" and the Master will answer, "inasmuch as ye

have done it unto the least of these, ye have done it unto me."

President Eliot. Mrs. Kate Gannett Wells will now

address us.

ADDRESS OF MRS. KATE GANNETT WELLS.

Of course we have a great many reasons for being thankful

that we can all be here today, but I want to single out three

reasons, which appear to me as special causes for rejoicing in

this kindergarten. The first is, because it gives amusement to

the children, and amusement in a child's life is worth all it costs.

But it is not merely auuxsement, it is organized amusement ; and

in this sense kindergartens are institutions, which have been

developed within the last few years. And yet I do not like to

say that, because the true kindergarten spirit is the true mother

spirit. I am sure that Eve herself must have been the first rep-

resentative kindergai'tener, and that she allowed her little boys,

Cain and Abel, to have trilobites for playthings. Perhaps she

allowed them to pull the hairs from the mane of some antedilu-

vian animal, which they braided into dishes, weaving in handles

made out of the whalebone taken from some monstrous whale

that came near the garden. I have no doubt that that was the

way they made the dishes, which held the fruit of Eden. So I

do not like to say that the kindergarten only belongs to the

nineteenth century ; and yet at the same time I gain courage to

say it, when I think of a year of my own life passed in sightless-

ness, when my only amusement was found in playing with the

dissected maps, which my friends sent me from time to time. I

was told that the Atlantic coast of the United States was very

much indented, and that I could realize it by playing with those

maps and tracing the outlines, especially of Massachusetts Bay.

I supposed, until I was eleven years old, that that bay consisted
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of right-angled indentations, because my dissected maps had

nothing but right angles, which could be put together and united.

I imagine that would not happen today. You know how much

geography can be learned by these children now.

Secondly, I rejoice in the erection of this building, because

it will teach careful thinking ; for the kindergarten method of

instruction has as its basis careful thinking. One at times is

almost inclined to think that it matters but little what one

thinks, provided one thinks clearly and strongly. Nothing is

more conducive to clear habits of thov;ght in adult life than right

habits of thought in the kindergarten period. This habit of clear

thinking is something that is not born with eyes, or even with

ears ; it is a pi'ocess of the spirit. And this recalls a little story

of a white child who asked a black boy how he dared to pray

to God and to look up into God's eyes. The little black boy

replied, " I do not pray into God's eyes, I only pray into God's

ears." As that child found a justification for his prayer, so

will these little midgets who are gathered here today find a

justification, not only for their prayers, but for all their methods

and ways of thinking in this kindergarten, because what they

are learning is the processes of the spirit ; and the processes

of the spirit (for logic is a thing of the spirit as well as a

thing of the understanding) are under the guardianship of

the Lord, whose protection we all need.

As I stand here, I remember being in a southern church on

an occasion when its people were endeavoring to raise a large

subscription in order to repair the building. Among the

mottoes, which were conspicuous in various parts of the church,

was this sentence, "put your trust in the Lord; all others

strictly cash." It amused me very much at the time, but I

have not thought of it for years until this moment. So it is,

perhaps, that the founders of this kindergarten building have

done. They have put their trust in the Lord, that he will

send the means to train and benefit these children ; and then

they have turned to us, and some have responded very liberally ;
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l)ut we liiivo not done half that is necessary. Certainly very

nuicli inoiu'v must be needed to carry forward tiiis good work.

Thirdly, I rejoice for the principle of motherhood, which this

kindergarten brings into the lives of these children. There is

nothing liarder to bear than to be unniothered. "VVhethor one

is an adult or a child, to go through life without any mother

seems hard. I take it that every kindergartener is a mother in

spirit long before she is a mother in the training of children.

She nnist have the motherly instinct developed before she can

take the curriculum under Miss Garland or Miss Elizabeth

Peabody. Tliis kindergarten is going to supply to these chil-

dren the motherly influence, which otherwise they would lack.

The old proverb says, " an ounce of mother is better than a

pound of college." But I w^ant to translate it differently, and

say that an ounce of kindergarten literature is better than a

pound of "Seaside" or "Franklin" library. Let us do all

"we can to supply this school with that literature, and not con-

fine the students to reading the same old story over and over

again. The best thing about this kindergarten training, next

to the logical faculty which it develops, is the power of enjoy-

ment that it creates. It is ci'uel to teach a child how to read

from raised letters, and then not to supply him with all the

reading, which he desires, and whicli is necessary to make this

institution a complete success. So let us resolve that we will

have an abundance of kindergarten reading here, to increase

the mother influence, which women are going to throw around

these little children.

President Eliot. I will now ask you to listen to the

Hon. George S. Hale.

ADDRESS OF THE HON. GEORGE S. HALE.

It is a delightful and most gratifying recollection to those

of us, who are proud of and interested in Massachusetts and

her good deeds, that Massachusetts was the first conununity
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in this hemisphere to provide for the education of the blind.

Massachusetts was the first— to use those resounding lines of

old Dr. Samuel Johnson, which it is pleasant to repeat—
the first to make philanthropy

" On darkling man in pure elFulgonce shine,

And cheer the clouded mind with light divine."

Massachusetts was the leader in that work ; twenty-eight

sister states have followed her example. And from Boston came

the first of those eight or ten thousand pupils that have been

turned from darkness to light. So it is a pleasant recollec-

tion now, that Massachusetts is the first to enlarge, extend

and impi'ove that work by such an institution as this. I do

not say to supplement it, but to enlarge, extend and improve

it ; for I cannot but think that there are reasons to believe

that this is even a more important work than the beginning.

Certainly we all feel that education is more important for the

young than for the old ; that it is more important for those

who are beginning, than for those who have advanced in

their lives. I know it is the first impression of us all, that

those who have lost their vision after they have had some

enjoyment of it can be better and more effectively instructed

to live without it ; that the remembrance of what they have

seen comes back to them and aids them ; and that the

knowledge acquired by that sense, for which a person like

Laura Bridgman or Edith Thomas has to grope '
' with

faltering steps and slow," for years, must help them more

'readily and more successfully to an independent life. Cer-

tainly it would be audacious to deny that, but yet it is not

wholly true. It is also true that the recollection leaves a

cruel sense of loss, and the constant reaching out for the

crutch which is no longer there. I was very much struck in

reading the life of Henry Fawcett, whom you will all remem-

ber : that wonderful blind man, who rode and fished, and flew
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over tlie treacherous ice with uuhesitating speed ; wlio " caught

the Speaker's eye " iu tlie House of Parliament ; who was a

professor of political economy, and died postmaster general

of the British Empire. I was exceedingly struck with the

remark of his biographer, when speaking of bis misfortune

and of the dilliculties, which pursued him from his blindness,—
that "he lost his sight too late." 1 think a moment's reflec-

tion will bring to your minds what was meant. The senses,

which had been left, as it were, sleeping, with the greater

resources of the eye, could not be trained to that delicate,

rapid and successful independent action when the calamity

came to him later in life. These little children have

not " lost their sight too late." There is still left for

them the opportunity of training one or another sense the

more effectively to supplant the lost one. And I could not

help but think of this when Mr. Anagnos spoke to me of

that wonderful child in Alabama, who seems in the remark-

able development of her faculties to have experienced no

such loss, and told me of her being able to carry on a double

intellectual process,— not an easy thing for you or me to do.

I could not help wondering whether there might not be iu that

case, as Leslie Stephen said of Fawcett, a something in her not

losing her faculty of sight, too late, which made those faculties

which remained more useful and effective. Fawcett had a

maxim, which he constantly urged upon his fellow-sufferers

and upon his sympathizers. He used to say to the one,

"do not make any difference because you are blind; live

and act and work as if you could see." And, to those who

expressed their sympathy, he said, " do not patronize us, do

not pity us ; help us to be independent, and to live as if we

were not blind." And now it has seemed to me, in thinking

of these little children and of this school, that the education,

which comes thus early in life, is far better adapted to pro-

mote that independence, and to enable them to act, as

Fawcett urged upon the blind to act, as if they were not
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blind. They are not conscious, as the man who has lost his

sight after having enjoyed it is,— conscious of the earlier

impressions of his life, of the constant difficulties, from

which he suffers, of the constant advantages, which everybody

else must have in comparison with him. They do not know

these difficulties ; they are not awake to their inferiority

;

they can live, therefore, if they are well instructed, as they

are and will be here, more independently. They can live

unconscious of their limitations, and thus have what Fawcett

felt was the greatest advantage for men in his position.

Fawcett's friends, as a memorial of him, established a

scholarship for the blind at Cambridge. Perhaps it is a

dream ; but I should like to see a kindergarten scholarship

established at Cambridge for Mr. Anagnos's pupils. Not

today,— the money is wanted today for other things,

—

but why should it not be? One of my recollections of col-

lege life is that of a classmate, a pupil of Dr. Howe, whom

I see named in some of your publications, sir,— Joseph B.

Smith. I remember him as if it were but yesterday. I see him,

as plainly as I see you, in the recitation-room when Professor

Beck read to him a Latin sentence, to which he responded

with its English translation. I do not see why we cannot

have a kindergarten scholarship for the blind pupils of this

institution. And how shall we do it? I suppose some of

you may have been looking upon these little children, and I

suppose possibly you may have wished you could put your

hands upon their eyes and look up to heaven and sigh, and

say, " Ephphatha !
" that is to say, " be opened !

" You may

possibly have said to yourselves, "what would I not give if

I could do this ! " and yet you can do it. The flash of the

diamond which these poor children cannot see, the pretty

ornaments upon your person which they cannot enjoy,— the

price of any one of them enables you to say, " Ephphatha

!

Be opened !

"
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ADDRESS OF SAMUEL ELIOT, LL.D.

This would end the exercises of this afternoon, if our friends

who have spoken to us had appreciated their opportunities as

fully as one connected with the kindergarten, as a member of

the corporation of the Perkins Institution and Massachusetts

School for the Blind, is obliged to do. I mean that from our

side, from the inside view of this work, we have a certain sense

of responsibility, which forces us to continually press upon

those who gather in any numbers to hear the cause of the

kindergarten and these children pleaded, the absolute, impera-

tive necessity to work that the kindergarten may be sustained.

All the generous sympathies that can be given us from the out-

side are as welcome as the dew to the dry ground ; but we want

more than sympathy, we want more than golden words, how-

ever golden they may be ; for, unless this great community,

which is never asked in vain to help what is really good in it,

—

unless this great community, of which there is but a handful

gathered here this afternoon, appreciates the necessity, the

absolute, imperative necessity of coming to the support of this

institution, it will be but a little while before the institution

must be closed, and the good work which has been begun here

must be stopped, at least for a time. Such a possibility as this,

of course, we cannot imagine. We cannot believe for a

moment, that Boston or Massachusetts or the United States of

America or humanity will allow this enterprise to languish for the

want of money. But it is necessary for us to speak of this want,

and to lay such emphasis upon it as may be decorous and fitting

in the presence of our friends. This i-eception this afternoon is

altogether the work of the ladies of the visiting committee.

The trustees of the school have had nothing to do with it, so

far as I know, although some of them are here. They are glad

to respond to such a generous and fruitful effort on the part of

the ladies who visit the kindergarten from time to time ; but

every trustee and every member of the corporation and every
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member of the school, whether at South Boston or here, who is

at all aware of the opportunity, which the ladies are offering

us,— not one of them but must be grateful for it, not one

of them but must be anxious to improve it to the utmost, by

explaining, to those who do not yet know it, how pressing the

pecuniary needs of the kindergarten are. We have about one-

fourth part of the endowment, which is required to sustain this

enterprise on its present simple and economical basis. Less

than one hundred thousand dollars will not yield us the income

which we need for the most careful administration of this

trust. Twenty-five thousand dollars is all that has been

subscribed. I hope that every one of these generous women

will go away so persuaded of the value of this work, so per-

suaded of the inestimable good, not merely to the children

gathered in this institution, but. to the neighborhood, from the

midst of which the children are gathered, so full of inspiration

to the whole community, that she will rejoice if any opportunity

occurs within her reach to bring in new friends to help us and

new contributions to support us. I cannot imagine a more

beneficent cause, I cannot imagine anything that can be more

truly called the teaching of the Christian faith, than that which

goes out from "these walls day by day and hour by hour to every

one who knows what is going on within them. Here we come

face to face with a need so evident as to banish all doubt

regarding the necessity and the bounden duty of supplying

it. Here there are no doubts, economic or other, that can pos-

sibly be raised ; here there are no disputes that can by any

means enter in ; here we are of one mind and of one heart

;

and, in the presence of these sightless children, we are all

anxious for the opportunity to do them good and to befriend

the cause which they represent. So, my friends, let these sim-

ple exercises go forth with us as we return to our occupations,

to all the troubles which bewilder us, to all the fears which

assail us, to all the differences and variances which separate

man from man, woman from woman and child from child, and
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let them bring back that sweet and simple unity, which charity

alone can bring, and which is the truest reflection on earth of

the unity of heaven. But remember, I beseech you,— those

who have the power to help us,— remember that we need your

help, and that it is for these children that we ask it, for

the God wlio has made these children that we ask it ; and we

are sure we shall not ask in vain.

Another song was then sung by the children, after

which Mr. Lemuel Titus of the Perkins Institution

favored the company with a song, very finely and efiec-

tively sung, which closed the exercises.
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acknowledgme:n'ts.

Among the pleasant duties incident to the [close of the year

is that of expressing our heartfelt thanks and grateful acknowl-

edgments to the following artists, litterateurs^ societies, pro-

prietors, managers, editors and publishers, for concerts and

various musical entertainments, for operas, oratorios, lectures,

readings, and for an excellent supply of periodicals and weekly

papers, minerals and specimens of various kinds.

As I have said in previous reports, these favors are not only

a source of pleasure and happiness to our pupils, but also a

valuable means of aesthetic culture, of social intercourse, and

of mental stimulus and improvement. So far as we know,

there is no community in the world, which does half so much
for the gratification and improvement of its unfortunate mem-
bers as that of Boston does for our pupils.

I- — Acknowledgments for Concerts and Operas in the City.

To Mr. Eugene Tompkins, proprietor, and Mr. Henry A.

McGlenen, manager, of the Boston Theatre, we are under

great and continued obligations for a pass admitting parties

above fifty in number to fifteen operas.

To Mr. Henry Lee Higginson, for fifty tickets to each of

two performances of Mozart's Requiem', fifty tickets to the first

Wagner concert and forty to the second, and thirty-two tickets

to the Young People's Orchestral Concert.

To the Handel and Haydn Society, for admission to Berlioz's

Te Deum and J. K. Paine's Nativity.

To the Apollo Club, through its secretary, Mr. Arthur Reed,

for six tickets to each of six concerts.
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To the Boylston Club, through its secretary, Mv. F. H.

Ratcliffe, for eight tickets to each of five concerts.

To the Cecilia, through its secretary, Mr. Edward Pelham

Dodd, for an average of twelve tickets to each of four

concerts.

To Mrs. Thomas O. Richardson, for four tickets to one

Cecilia concert.

To the Euterpe Society, through its president, Mr. Arthur

Foote, for six tickets to each of four concerts. By mail, from

an unknown friend in Paris, France, two tickets to three

Euterpe concerts.

To Mr. Carl Faelten, for fifteen tickets to each of four

pianoforte recitals.

To Mr. E. B. Perry, for twenty-six tickets to two pianoforte

lecture recitals.

To Messrs. M. Steinert and Sons, for eighteen tickets to

Prof. Karl Klindworth's pianoforte recital, and for eighteen

tickets to Madame Dory Burmeister Petersen's pianoforte

recital.

To Manager Dittman, for ninety-six tickets to one Tua

concert.

To Mr. Charles A. Ellis, for twenty-six tickets to one Has-

treiter Powell concert.

To Mi". William H. Sherwood, for nineteen tickets to each

of three concerts.

To Mr. Ernst Perabo, for six tickets to a soiree.

To Monsieur and Madame Albert Pegout, for four tickets .to

one pianoforte recital.

To Dr. F. J. Campbell, for sevent3'-five tickets to Mr. Alfred

HoUins's pianoforte recital.

To Mr. Thomas P. Currier, for six tickets to a concert by

Miss Annie Fisher and Mr. Charles F. "Webber.

To Mr. Charles F. Webber, for thirty tickets to one concert.

To Mr. Julius Eichberg, for twenty-five tickets to one violin

recital.
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To Miss Hattie S. Goodell, for six tickets to each of two

New England Conservatory concerts.

To Mr. William F. Apthorp, for nine tickets to each of four

lectures on music.

To Rev. J. J. Lewis, 'pastor of the Broadway Universalist

Church, for a general invitation to all concerts and other enter-

tainments given before that society.

II. — Acknowledgments for Concerts, Lectures^ and Readings

given in our Hall.

For a series of recitals, concerts and readings given from

time to time in the music hall of the institution, we are greatly

indebted to the following artists :
—

To Mrs. William H. Sherwood, for one pianoforte recital.

To Mr. George J. Parker, assisted by Mr. C. N. Allen,

violinist, Mrs. E. Humphrey Allen, vocalist, and Mr. L. H.

Parkhurst, accompanist, for one concert.

To Mr. George J. Parker, assisted by Mr. Arthur Hitchcock,

vocalist, and Mr. Phippen, pianist, for one concert. To the

same, assisted by Dr. and Mrs. Fenderson, and Miss J.

Florence Meins, reader, for one concert.

To Mrs. Freeman Cobb, accompanist, assisted by Miss Alice

May Bates, vocalist, Mrs. Willis, reader, Dr. Rice, violinist,

Miss O'Brien, pianist, for one concert.

To Mrs. Cora Morse, pianist, assisted by Miss Barrows,

vocalist, for one concert.

To Miss Edith Abell, assisted by her pupils, for one concert.

To the Gypsey Hungarian Band, for one concert.

To Mr. Charles A. Clark, pianist, assisted by Miss Marion

Osgood, violinist, for one concert.

To Mr. Herbert A. Thayer, assisted by Mr. Clarence Hayes,

vocalist, and Mr. George A. Burdett, organist, for one

concert.
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ITT. — Ackiioivledgments for Books, Specimens, etc.

For various books, specimens, etc., we are indebted to the

following friends :
—

To Miss Amy Lowell, Mr. Jesse T. Morey, Mr. "William B.

Perry, and the Society for Providing Evangelical Religious

Literature for the P)lind.

IV. — Acknowledgments for Periodicals and Newspapers.

The editors and publishers of the following reviews, maga-

zines and semi-monthly and weekly papers, continue to be

ver}' kind and liberal in sending us their publications gratui-

tously, which are always cordially welcomed and perused with

interest :

—

The N. E. Journal of Education,

The Atlantic, .

Boston Home Journal,

Youth's Companion,

Our Dumb Animals, 2 copies.

The Christian,

The Christian Register, .

The Musical Record,

The Musical Herald,

The Folio,

Littell's Living Age,

Unitarian Review, .

The Watchman,

Zion's Herald,

The Missionary Herald, .

The Well-Spring, .

The Salem Register,

The Century, .

St. Nicholas, .

The Journal of Speculative Philosophy,

Boston, Mass.

Salem, Mass.

Xeiv York, X. Y.
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Church's Musical Journal, . . . Cincinnati, 0.

Goodson Gazette, . Va. Inst, for Deaf-Mutes and Blind.

Tablet, . . . West Va. Inst. " " "

Good Health, Battle Creek, Mich.

L'Amico del Ciechi,..... Florence, Italy.

Valentin Haiiy, a French monthly, . . Paris, France.

I desire again to render the most hearty thanks, in behalf of

all our pupils, to the kind friends who have thus nobly remem-

bered them. The seeds which their friendly and generous

attentions have sown have fallen on no barren ground, but will

continue to bear fruit in after years ; and the memory of many

of these delightful and instructive occasions and valuable gifts

will be retained through life.

M. ANAGNOS.
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ANALYSIS OF MAINTENANCE ACCOUNT.

Meat, 27,837 pounds. . $2,622 GS

Fish, 4,289 pounds, .... 190 89

Butter, 5,948 pounds, 1,651 55

Rice, sago, etc., .... 33 22

Bread, flour and meal, 1,534 33

Potatoes and other vegetables, . 910 02

Fruit, 477 28

Milk, 30,358 quarts, .... 1,628 05

Sugar, 6,915 pounds, 496 66

Tea and coffee, 715 pounds. 215 60

Groceries, ...... 1,201 93

Gas and oil, . . ... 498 97

Coal and wood, .... 3,220 00

Sundi-y articles of consumption. 226 42

Wages and domestic ser^'ice, 4,743 08

Salaries, superintendence and instruction, 18,020 04

Outside aid, ..... 242 56

Medicine and medical aid. 42 88

Furniture and bedding, .... 1,719 52

Clothing and mending. 35 84

Stable, 329 35

Musical instruments, . 356 96

Boys' shop. 42 80

Books aud stationery. 806 36

Construction and repairs. 3,882 63

Taxes and insurance, 567 00

Travelling expenses, . 115 78

Sundries, . 100 63

$45,913 03
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WORK DEPARTMENT, Oct. 1, 1888.

Statement.

Amount due Perkins Institution from first date, $46,778 73

Amount of receipts over expenditures, . . 847 19

i,931 54

Cash received during the year, .... $16,426 03

Salaries and wages paid to blind people, $3,849 32

Salaries and wages paid to seeing people, 2,676 66

Amount paid for stock, rent and sundries, 9,052 86

15,578 84

$847 19

Stock on hand Oct. 1, 1887, . . $6,852 14

Stock on hand Oct. 1, 1888, $3,764 09

Receivable bills, .

Gain,

2,370 85

6,134 94

717 20

• • $129 99
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The following account exliibits the state of the property as

entered upon the books of the institution Sept. 30, 1888 :
—

Real Estate yielding Income.
House 11 Oxford street, .

Buildiiifi; 10 Hayward place,

Three houses on Fifth street, .

Two brii-k houses on Fourth street,

House b'M Fourth street, .

Four houses on Fourth street, .?21,200 00

Less mortjrajres, . . . 7,000 00

Three houses on Day and Perkins streets,

Jamaica Plain,

Real Estate used by the Institution.

Real estate used for school purposes,

South Boston,
Real estate used for school purposes,

Jamaica Plain, .....
Unimproved land. South Boston,

Mortgage Notes, .

Railroad Stock.

Boston & Providence Railroad, 30 shares

value,

Fitchburg Railroad, preferred, 70 shares

value,

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad
100 shares, value, ...

Chicago, Burlington & Northern Rail-

road, 3 shares, value, .

Eastern Railroad, preferred, 31 shares

value,

Railroad Bonds.
Eastern Railroad, 1 6% bond, value,

Boston & Lowell Railroad, 1 5% bond
value,

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad
27 4s, value, .....

Chicago, Burlington & Northern Rail-

road, 1-1 ."is, value,

Ottawa iSb Turlington Railroad, .5 6s, value
Kansas City, St. Joseph & Council BluflFs

Railroad. 5 7s, value, ...
St. Paul, Minnesota & Manitoba Railroad

10 -Is, value,

Kansas City, Gulf Division, 10 .5s, value
Kansas City, Clinton & Springfield Rail-

road, 3 OS, value, ....
Amount carriedforward,

$6,000 00
42,000 00
9,900 00

15,500 00
4,800 00

14,200 00

8,000 00

$5,790 00

6,622 20

13,708 04

235 50

3,938 96

$1,270 00

1,000 00

26,190 00

14,416 88
5,500 00

6,375 00

8,800 00
9,987 50

3,051 25

.« 100,400 00

246,277 00

65,419 00
9,975 00

182,000 00

30,294 70

76,590 63

?7 10,9.56 33
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Amount broughtforward.

Cash,
Household furniture, South Boston,
Household furniture, Jamaica Plain,

Provisions and sujjplies. South Boston,
Provisions and sujjplies, Jamaica Plain,

Coal, South Boston, ....
Coal, Jamaica Plain,

Work Department.
Stock and bills, ....

Musical Department
One large organ.
Four small organs.
Forty-seven pianos.

Brass instruments,
Violins,

Musical library,

Printing Department.
Stock and machinery,
Books,
Stereotype plates, . . .

School fui'niture and apparatus,
Librar}^ of books in common tyj^e,

Library of books in embossed tyj^e,

Boys' shop,
Stable and tools,

$15,000 00
4,449 51

$992 78
76 99

^2,710 00
750 00

$5,000 00
300 00

10,500 00
600 00
35 00

COO 00

$3,214 35

10,895 55
8,798 00

$2,900 00
10,500 00

$710,956 33

87,306 52

19,449 51

1,069 77

3,460 00

6,134 94

17,035 00

22,907 90
7,000 00

13,400 00
72 51

447 00

$839,239 48
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Tlie foregoing property represents the following funds and

balances, and is answerable for the same :
—

Institution Funds.
General fiuul of the institution,

Harris t'uiid, ......
Ivicliard iVrkins fund, ....

$158,041 43
80,000 00
20,000 00

$258,041 43
4,158 42

123,243 90

33,148 10

341,952 13

78,695 50

Cash in tliu treasury, ....
Printing Fund.

Capital,

Surplus for building purposes,
$102,500 00

20,743 90

Kindergarten Fund.
Cash in the treasvu-y, ....
Buildings, unimproved real estate, and

personal jjropert}^ in use for the insti-

tution at Soutli Boston,
Land, buiklings and personal property

in use in the kindergarten at Jamaica
Plain,

.

$839,239 48

Total amount of property belonging to

the kindergarten,.....
Total amoimt of proiDcrty belonging to

the institution proper, ....
$111,843 60

727,395 88

§839,239 48



218

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF THE KINDERGARTEN.

Boston, Oct. 1, 1888.

receipts.

Donations, . . . $33,870 08

Board and tuition, . . 1,900 00

Rents, .... 738 34

Interest, ... 793 00

637,301 42

Cash on hand Oct. 1, 1887, . . 6,364 80

$43,666 22

EXPENSES.

Maintenance, . . $7,645 64

Grading, . . . 1,937 50

Insurance and repairs on

houses let, . . . 934 98

$10,518 12

Due on contract for grading, . . 3,500 00

$14,018 12

Balance of endowment fund, .... $29,648 10*

* Since the above account was made up for the year, the very liberal and en-

couraging contribution of $38,000 towards the kindergarten endowment has

been received from Miss Helen C. Bradlee, who had previously given $2,000 to

the same object.
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KINDERGARTEN ENDOAVMENT FUND.

List of Contributors

From Sept. 30, 1887, to Oct. 1, 1888.

Amount acknowledged in the last animal report^

A. B.,

A., Mrs. E.,

A., M. 0.,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend,

A friend from New York,

A friend of the little blind children,

A friend of the little blind children,

A friend of the little blind children, additional,

A lady,

A ladj' from New York,

A sympathizer,

A young lady,

An interested friend,

An old lady,

An old lady.

Amount carried forward,

82,896 96

50 00

50 00

1 00

500 00

50 00

50 00

20 00

20 00

10 00

5 00

5 00

2 00

1 00

100 00

500 00

400 00

200 00

3 00

1 00

30 00

1 00

1,000 00

10 00

20 00

$5,925 96
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Amount brought forvxird,

Albany street Kindergarten, .

Alice,

Anonymous, .....
Amory, C. W,, fourth contribution,

Amory, Mrs, William, ....
Appleton, Mrs. William, fifth contribution,

Appleton, Mrs. William, sixth contribution.

Bacon, Mrs. E. P.,

Baker, Mrs. William E.,

Balfour, Miss Mary D.,

Barstow, D. H., .

Bartlett, Miss,

Bartlett, Miss F.,

Beebe, E. Pierson,

Beebe, J. Arthur,

Beebe, Mrs. J. Arthur,

Blake, Mrs. Sara P. Lowell,

Blight, John,

Bradlee, Miss Helen C, second contribution,

Bradlee, Miss Helen C, third contribution.

Brewer, Cyrus, Jr., ....
Brewer, Rosamond, ....
Brigham, W. I., South Framingham,

Brooke, Rev. Stopford W., .

Brooks, Mrs. Louise, fifth contribution, from

of "Heidi," ....
Burnham, William A., .

Bumstead, Mrs. Freeman, Cambridge,

Butterfield, .....
Carey, The Misses, Cambridge,

Carey, Miss A. P., second contribution,

Cash, ......
Amount carried forward^

sale

$5,925 96

5 60

5 GO

3 00

100 00

200 00

1,000 00

1,000 00

•2b 00

10 00

10 00

5 00

100 00

100 00

250 00

200 00

500 00

20 00

5 00

1,000 00

1,000 00

5 00

5 00

10 00

50 00

S3 60

100 00

50 00

50

25 00

20 00

500 00

$12,313 QQ
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S12,313 6G

00

1 54

25 00

50 00

30 00

10 00

50

471 00

Amou)U brought forward,

Cash, ........
Cash, ........
Center, Joseph H., fourth contribution,

Chadwick, Mrs. C. C, third contribution,

Charles, Mrs. Mary C, third contribution,

Cheever, Miss A. M., second contribution,

C'liil(b\'n of Cottage Place Kindergarten, No. 2

third contribution, .....
Children's entertainments at Mrs. J. Arthur Beebe's

Children's fair at Mr. George Irvin's, by Nannie

Irviu, Jessie Barclay, Florence Vose, Helen

Foster and Gertrude Child, .... 180 00

Children's fair at the residence of Mrs. J. 11. Wolcott, 347 63

Children of New Ipswich, N. H., . . . . 2 00

Children of Mrs. C. C. Voorhees's Kindergarten,

Canibridgeport, ...... 7 00

Children of Mrs. C. C. Voorhees's Kindergarten,

Canibridgeport, second contribution, ... 5 00

Clarke, Mrs. James Freeman, second contribution, 20 00

Class in Shepard Memorial Church, Cambridge,

Miss A. E. Hilton's, . . . . . . 511
Concert in Roxbury, through Miss Bessie Childs, . 55 00

Coolidge, Mrs. J. Templeman, fourth contribution, 200 00

Coolidge, Mrs. J. Templeman, fifth contribution, . 500 00

Coolidge, Mrs. J. T., Jr., 10 00

Coulter, ]\rrs. John T.-, Clinton, .... 5 00

Crocker, ]Mrs. U. H., second contribution, . . 25 00

Cummings, Mrs. C. A., . . . . . 5 00

Cushing, E. J., . • 2 00

D., M, M., fourth contribution, . . , . 25 00

Deblois, Stephen G., second contribution, . . 25 00

Devens, Rev. S. A., ...... 25 00

Amount carried forward., . . . §14,350 44
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Amo\mt brought forward,

Dexter, Miss R. L.,

Dinsmoor, George R., Keene, N. H., "In Me
moriam," ......

Durant, William, .....
E., H. M.,

Easter collection, .....
Eliot, Dr. Samuel, third contribution,

Endicott, Miss Mary E., Beverly,

Endicott, William, Jr., second contribution.

Entertainment at Mrs. J. W. Howe's, .

Estate of M. W., second contribution, .

F., S., second contribution, .

F.,S. E.,

F., S. E., second contribution.

Fair held at Call mansion by Marion Call and

Gertrude Velasco, .....
Fair by Bertha Ferguson and Edith Spencer,

Fair by the Richards children, Gardiner, Maine,

Fair by Miss Sampson's school, Charlestown, fifth

contribution,

Fairbanks, Miss C. L., .

Farnam, Mrs. A. S., New Haven, Conn., second

contribution, ......
Fay, Miss S. M., second contribution, .

Field, Mrs. E. E. F., Milton, second contribution.

Field, Mrs. Nancy M., Monson, third contribution,

First Congregational Unitarian Church, New Bed-

ford, fourth contribution, .

Fiske, J. N., second contribution,

Forbes, Robert Bennett, Milton,

Foster, .John, second contribution.

Four little children,

Amount carried forward,

$14,350 44

10 00

232 68

50 00

5 00

2 00

100 00

25 00

1,000 00

134 00

10 00

1,000 00

20 00

100 00

20 00

11 00

88 43

70 00

5 00

50 00

10 00

5 00

100 00

50 00

200 00

100 00

500 00

200 00

8,448 55



223

Aviount brought fortvard,

Friends in Haverhill, through Mrs. Joel Butler,

From Roxbury,

Frothingham, Miss Ellen,

Frothingham, O. B., second contribution

Glover, Miss Augusta, .

Glover, Miss Caroline L.,

Glover, Joseph B., third contribution,

Goodman, J.,

Goodnow, Mrs. Lucie M., Cambridge,

Goodwin, Miss A. M., Cambridge,

Guild, INIrs. S. E., third contribution,

H., C G., .....
H.,E.,

H. H., first contribution.

Hale, George S., .

Hall, Mrs. Martin L., second contribution.

Head, Charles,

Hedge, Rev. F. H., D.D.,

Higginson, Geoi'ge,

Higginson, Waldo,

Hill, Mrs. S. A., .

Holmes, Mrs. E. J., second contribution

Howard, Mrs. A. C,

Howard, Miss Mary and Lily,

Howland, Mrs. Zenas C, Charlestown,

Hunnewell, F. W., third contribution,

Hutchins, Mrs. Constantine F., second contribution

lasigi, Miss Mary V.,

Inches, Mrs. J. C,

In His Name,

J., M. J., .

Jackson, Mrs. J. B. S., fifth contribution,

Amount carried fonvarcl,

S18,448 55

IG 00

10 00

2.0 00

50 00

25 00

25 00

100 00

10 00

25 00

25 00

25 00

5 00

5 00

2 00

10 00

25 00

100 00

10 00

1,000 00

10 00

2 00

25 00

2 00

21 00

20 00

50 00

» 5 00

10 00

20 00

1 00

2 00

30 00

$20,139 55
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Amount brought forward, $20,139 55

James, Mrs. J. W., third contribution, .

James, Mrs. J. W., fourth contribution,

Jones, Miss Ellen M., second contribution,

Jordan, Mrs. E. D., .

Kimball, Mrs. M. Day, second contribution, .

Kindergarten School, East Braintree,

Kindergarten School, Phenix, R. I., third contribu

tion,........
Kindergarten School, Riverpoint, R. I., second con

tribution, .....
Kindergarten, Warrentou Chapel, second contribu

tion,........
Kindergarten, Misses Chamberlain and Corey's

Cambridgeport,......
Kindergarten, Miss Perkins's, Amherst, third con

tribution, .......
Kindergarten, Miss Small's, second contribution.

Kindergarten, Miss Wiltze's, second contribution,

Kramer, Henry C,

Langley, E. J., second contribution,

Lockwood, Rhodes, .....
Lodge, Mrs. Anna C, second contribution, .

Longfellow, Miss A. M., Cambridge,

Loring, Mrs. W. Caleb, second contribution, .

Lowe, Mr. and Mrs. A. W., Clinton, second con

tribution, .....
Lowe, Miss Alice M., Clinton,

Lowell, Miss A. C, third contribution,

Lowell, Miss Amy,

Lowell, Mrs. G. G., third contribution,

Lowell, Mrs. J., second contribution,

Lyman, Miss Julia, second contribution,

Amount carried forward,

50 00

100 00

25 00

50 00

50 00

2 00

5 60

3 48

3 99

5 00

3 25

1 25

1 12

25 00

15 00

5 00

200 00

200 00

25 00

5 00

5 00

200 00

56 60

50 00

10 00

10 00

$21,246 84
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Amount brovgJit forivard^

Lyman, Theodore, 100 OU

Mackay, Mrs. Francis M., Cambridge, second con-

tribution, • . 100 00

Marrett, Miss Helen M., second contribution, . 10 00

Marrett's, Miss M. E., Sunday-school class, Cam-

bridge, second contribution, . . . . 10 00

Marshall children, 3 41

Mason, Miss E. F., second contribution, . . 500 00

Mason, Miss Ida M., fourth contribution, . . 1,000 00

Masters, G. M., 5 00

McKim, Miss Alice, New York, .... 10 00

Merriam, Mrs. Caroline, ..... 25 00

Merriam, Charles, second contribution, . . . 25 00

Meyer, Mrs. George von L., 50 00

Minot, Mrs C. H., 10 00

Minot, J. Grafton, 15 00

Minot, The Misses, ...... 25 00

Minot, William, 50 00

Montgomery, William, fifth contribution, . . 25 GO

Montgomery, William, sixth contribution, . . 25 00

Morse, Miss Margaret F., 200 00

Motley, Edward, 25 00

Motley, Edward, second contribution, . . , 100 00

Newtonville, for permanent fund, .... 1,000 00

Norcross, Miss Laura, fourth contribution, . . 25 00

Norcross, Mrs. Otis, Jr., third contribution, . . 10 00

Ober, Louis P., 25 00

Osgood, Miss, 5 00

Parker, Mrs. Pxlward, ...... 15 00

Parker, R. T., second contribution, . . . 25 00

Parkinson, John, 100 00

Parkinson, Mrs. John, third contribution, . . 25 00

Amount carried fonvcwd,

821,240 84

S24,790 25
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Amount hroxight forward, 1,790 25

Parkman, George F., .

Peabody, F. H., second contribution, .

Peabody, Mrs. R. S.,

Perkins, Mrs. C. E.,

Phillips, Mrs. John C, Jr., second contribution, .

Phillips, Mrs. John C, Jr., third contribution,

Pickering, Mrs. Edward, second contribution,

Pickman, Mrs. D. L., .

Pierson, Mrs. Mary E., Windsor, Conn., fourth con-

tribution, ........
Pillsbury, A. E.,

Proceeds of entertainments held February 22 by

pupils of Perkins Institution, . . . .

Proceeds of concert at Jamaica Plain by pupils of

Perkins Institution, ......
Proceeds of fair, Clarksville, Iowa, through Grace

F. Cameron, .......
Proceeds of fair at Chauncy Hall School,

Proceeds of fair by Carrie M. and Jack Hall, Mar-

gery and Elinor Swan, and Daisy Shepard,

Scotch Plains, N. J.,

Proceeds of entertainment under the auspices of

the Harvard Unitarian Church, Charlestown,

Proceeds of concert by Miss Mattie P. Luther and

associates,......
Rantoul, Miss H. L., Beverly,

Reynolds, Miss Amy H.,

Reynolds, W. H., second contribution, .

Reynolds, AV. H., third contribution,

Richards, Mrs. Cornelia W., .

Richards, Miss Elise, ....
Richardson, Mrs. T. 0., second contribution,

Amount carried foncard,

500 00

100 GO

25 00

25 00

100 00

500 00

5 00

50 00

100 00

10 00

125 00

139 25

11 20

81 18

203 02

100 00

25 00

25 00

50 00

25 00

50 00

50 00

50 00

25 00

.$27,164 90
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Amount brought forward
y

. .

Eichtirdson, AV. L., M.U., .

Rogers, Henry M., second contribution,

Rogers, Mrs. William B., .

Rotch, Mrs. Benjamin S., fifth contribution,

s.,

Sabine, Mary K., .

Salem Young AVomen's Christian Temperance Union

Saltonstall, Mrs. W. G., .

Schlesinger, B., second contribution.

Science Class friend, ....
Sears, F. R.,

Sears, Mrs. K. AY., second contribution,

Sears, Mrs. P. H., second contribution,

.

Shattuck, Mrs. George C, .

Shepard, Mrs. T. P., Providence, .

Sherwood's, Mrs. John, reading, .

Shuman, Lizzie Frank, Shelbyville, Tenn.,

Silsbee, Mrs. M. CD.,
Simpkius, Mrs. John, Jamaica Plain,

Spaulding, Mahlon D. and John P.,

Sunday-school of First Church, Boston, third con

tribution, ......
Sunday-school of First Parish, Dorchester,

Swan, Mrs. Robert, fifth contribution, .

Talbot, Mrs. Isabella AY., North Billerica,

Tappan, D. D., second contribution,

Tappan, Miss Mary A., second contribution,

Thayer, Mrs.,

The Cheerful Givers, First Congregationalist Church

Eau Claire, AYis., ....
Third Class, primary school, Groton street,

Thorndike, Mrs. J. II., fifth contribution.

Amount carried forward,

S27,1G4 90

50 00

20 00

50 00

1,000 00

20 00

5 00

3 00

25 00

20 00

5 00

200 00

25 00

100 00

10 00

200 00

332 74

1 60

25 00

25 00

2,000 00

111 98

25 GO

20 00

50 00

1 0§

25 GO

. 1,000 00

5 00

1 55

100 00

.632,621 77
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Amount brought forward, ...
Thorudike, Mrs. J. H., sixth contribution,

Ticknor, Miss A. E.,

Tileston, Margaret H., Brookline,...
To the Memory of E. F. L., .

Townsend, Miss Sophia T., .

Triebel, Miss Matilde, New York,

.

Tuck, C,

Turner, Minnie M., Randolph (deceased), addi

tional, in niemoriam,.....
Two friends from Bridgewater, ...
Unitarian Sunday-school at Beverly, third contribu

tion,. .......
Unitarian Sunday-school at Dedham, second coutri

bution,

v., Mrs. A. B., Hyde Park, second contribution,

W.,E.,

W., M.,

W., S. H.,

Wainwright, Miss R. P.,

Wales, George W., fourth contribution,

Wales, Miss Mary Anne, fifth contribution, .

Wales, Miss Mary Anne, sixth contribution, .

Ware, Mrs. C. E., third contribution, .

Ware, Miss M. L., third contribution, .

Warren, Mrs. J. Sullivan, second contribution,

*Washburn, Rev. A. F., second contribution, .

Waters, Edwin F.,

Waters, Mrs. Elizabeth F., .

Watson, Miss E. S., Weymouth, .

Webster, Mrs. John G.,

Weld, Otis E., second contribution,

Weld, Mrs. W. F., second contribution.

Amount carried forward.

$32,621 77

100 00

25 00

5 00

300 00

100 00

2 00

5 00

250 00

2 00

7 27

22 00

5 00

20 00

10 00

25 00

100 00

100 00

25 00

100 00

100 00

100 00

20 00

10 00

20 00

50 00

30 00

25 00

500 00

25 00

t,705 04
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Amount hroxiglit fonvardy

Wells, Mrs. E. S.,

Wheelwright J. W.,

Wright, C. J., Cambridge, second contribution,

Whitehead, Miss Mary, Everett, second contribu

tioD,........
Whitney, Edward, Belmont, ....
Whitney, Edward, Behnont, second contribution,

Whitney, Miss P^unicc,.....
Whitney, Miss Sarah A., ....
Whittemore, Miss E. M.,

Whitwell, Miss S. L.,

Wigglesworth, Miss Ann, fifth contribution, .

Wilbur, Mrs, Sallie G., Acushnet, second contribu

tion,.....
Winslow, Miss Helen M.,

Wolcott, Roger, .

Woods, Henry,

Young, Mrs. B. L., third contribution.

Young Ladies of Lasell Seminary,

Young People's Club of the Unitarian Church,

First Parish, Duxbury, through Mrs. Thomas

Alden,

$34,705 04

20 00

100 00

20 00

100 00

100 00

500 00

10 00

25 00

5 00

25 00

100 00

5 00

1 00

50 00

500 00

50 00

25 00

50 00

636,391 04

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES.

A lady in Cambridge, . $5 00

Baker, Mrs. Richard, Jr., 50 00

Callender, Mrs. Henry, 5 00

Gary, Miss E. G., 10 00

Gary, Mrs. W. F., 20 00

Amount carried forward. 890 00
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Amount brought forward,

Charitable Society of tlie Unitarian Church, Lau

caster,

Four little children,

Harrington, M. S., Dorchester,

Lowell, Miss Lucy,

Marvin, Mrs. E. C,

Peters, E. D.,

Richardson, Dr. William L.,

Sargent, Mrs. Amelia J.,

Thorndike, Mrs. J. H., .

"Wainwright, Miss R. P.,

S90 00

25 00

200 00

1 00

10 00

10 00

20 00

50 00

5 00

10 00

5 00

$426 00

All contributors to the fund are respectfidly requested to peruse

the above list, and to report either to Edward Jackson, Treas-

urer, No. 178 Devonshire street, Boston, or to the Director,

M. Anagnos, South Boston, any omissions or inaccuracies

which they may find in it.

The kindergarten has been in operation since May 2, 1887.

Twenty-seven children have been admitted, and more appli-

cants will be received as fast as the means for their support

are supplied. Five thousand dollars are needed for the current

expenses of the year, which should be provided for by a per-

manent fund of one hundred thousand dollars. As may be seen

from the above list, about one-third of this sum has been

received thus far for this purpose. Further donations to this,

as well as annual subscriptions, are most earnestly solicited

and will be gratefully acknowledged by

EDWARD JACKSON, Treasurer.

No. 178 Devonshire street, Boston.
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LIST OF EMBOSSED BOOKS,

Printed at tiik ri:uKiN'.s Institution and Massachusetts

School fok the Bund.

TITLE OF nOOK.
° a
o =
>5 P

Book of Psalms, ....
New Testanieiit, ....
Book of Common Prayer,
Baxters Call, ....
Hymns for the Blind,
Pilo;rim"s Progress,
Natural Theology, ....
Selections from the Works of Swedenborg, .

Biographical Sketches of Distinguished Persons,

.

Biographical Sketch of George I^liot, .

Memoir of Dr. Samuel G. Howe, ....
Howe's C'yclopo3dia,
( 'ombe's Constitution of Man, ....
Cutter's Anatomy. Physiology and Hygiene,
" Life and her Children," or a Reader oJE Natural History
Philosophy of Natiu'al History, ....
Geometrical Diagrams, ......
Wentworth's Grammar-school Arithmetic, .

Huxlej's Science Primers, Introductory,

Higginson's Young Folks' History of the United States

Constitution of the United States, .

Dickens's Child's History of England,
Freeman's History of Europe,
Schmitz's Ilistoi^y of (Jrecce,

Schmitz's History of Rome, .

Washington and his Countiy (first volume),
Washington and his Country (second and thii-d vol-

umes in press),

Guyot's Geography,
Scribner's Geograjihical Reader, ....
American Prose
Most Celebrated Diamonds, by Julia R. Anagnos,
Dickens's Christmas Cai'ol, with extracts from Pick

wick,
Dickens's David Copperfield,

Dickens's Old Curiositj' Shop,
Emerson's Essays
Extracts from British and American Literature,

George Eliot's Silas Marner,
Goldsmith's Vicar of Wakefield, .

Hawthorne's Scai'let Letter, ....
Hawthorne's Tanglewooil Tales, .

Scott's Quentin Durward, ....

$3 00
7 50
3 00
2 50
2 00
3 00
4 00

3 00
25

3 00
32 00
4 00
3 00
3 00
3 00
1 00
3 00

00
50
40
00
50
00
50
00

3 00
2 .50

6 00
50

n 00
15 00
12 00

00
00
50
00
00
00
00
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List of Embossed Books— Coniiimed.

TITLE OF BOOK.

Scott's Talisman,
The Deacon's Week,
The Last Days of Pomijeii, by Edward Bulwer Lytton
Bryant's Poems, . .

"^

ByVon's Hebrew Melodies, and Childe Harold,
Poetry of P>yron, selected by INIatthew Arnold,
Holmes's Poems,
Longfellow's Evangeline,
Longfellow's Evangeline, and other poems, .

Longfellow's Hiawatha,
Lowell's Poems,
Milton's Paradise Lost,

Pope's Essa}" on ]\Ian, and other poems,
Scott's Lay of the Last Minstrel, and 37 other poems,
Shakespeare's Hamlet and Julius Ctesar,

Shakespeare's King Henry Fifth, ....
Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, ....
Tennyson's In Memoriam, and other poems,
Whittier's Poems,
Longfellow's Birthday, by Julia R. Anagnos,
Commemoration Ode, b}- H. W. Stratton,

Juvenile Books.

Script and point alphabet sheets, per hundred,
An Eclectic Primer,
Child's First Book, .

Child's Second Book,
Child's Third Book,
Child's Fourth Book,
Child's Fifth Book,
Child's Sixth Book,
Child's Seventh Book,
Youth's Library, volume 1,

Youth's Library, volume 2,

Youth's Librai-y, volume 3,

Youth's Library, volume 4,

Youth's Librai'y, volume 5,

Youth's Library, volume 6,

Youth's Library, volume 7,

Youth's Library, volume 8,

Andersen's Stories and Tales,

Bible Stories in Bible Language, by Emilie Poulsson,

Children's Fairy Book, by M. Anagnos,
Eliot's Six Arabian Nights, .

Heidi : translated from the German by Mrs. Brooks,
Kingsley's Greek Heroes,
Little Lord Fauntleroy (in press), .

Lodge's Twelve Popular Tales,

Stories for Little Readers, by P^milie Poulsson,

$6 00
25

9 00
3 00
3 00
3 00

00
00
00
50
00
00
50
00
00
00
00
00
00
25
10

00
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
40
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
25
00

3 00
2 50
3 00
5 00
2 50

2 00
40
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List of Embossed Books— Concluded.

TITI-E OK HOOK.
'A c

Tlie Quoen of tlio Pirate Tsle,

The Story of a Sliort Life, by J. II. Ewing, .

^Vllat K;ity Did, by Susan Coolidge,

;Music.

A few German Chorals of J. S. Bach, .

Key to Braille's IVIusical Notation,
Arl);urs Method for the Cornet and Sax-Horn,
Bridal Kose Overture (in ])re.ss), .

Forty-live Hymn Tunes, ....
Opus 2(11, by Czerny,
IMusieal Characters used I)}- the Seeing,
The Color-Ciuard Mareli, ....
The Little Kose Waltz
Twelfth Andante and Waltz, by Charles Bach,

$0 40
2 00
2 50

50
35

1 00

60
1 00
35
25
25
10

N. B. The prices in the above list are set down per SET, not per volume.
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LIST OF APPLIANCES AND TANGIBLE APPARATUS

Made at the Perkixs Institution and Massachusetts

School for the Blind.

Geography.

I.— Wall Maps

1. The Hemispheres, ....
2. United States, Mexico and Canada,

3. North America,

4. South America,

5. Europe, .

6. Asia,

7. Africa, .

8. The World on Mercator's Projection,

Each, $35 ; or the set.

size, 42 by 52 inches.

//. — Dissected Maps.

1. Eastern Hemisphere, . . . size, 30 by 36 inches.

2. "Western Hemisphere,

3. North America,

4. United States,

5. South America,

6. Europe, .....
7. Asia, .....
8. Africa, .....

Each, $23 ; or the set, $184.

These maps are considered, in point of workmanship, accu-

racy and distinctness of outline, durability and beauty, far

superior to all thus far made in Europe or in this country.
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"The New England Jom-nal of Education " says, "They

are very strong, present a fine, bright surface, and are an

ornament to an}' school-room."

///. — Pin-Maps.

Cushions for pin-maps and diagrams, . . . each, $0 75

Arithmetic.

Ciphering-boards made of brass strips, nickel-

plated, ........ each, S4 25

Ciphering-tj'pes, nickel-plated, per hundred, . 1 00

Writing.

Grooved writing-cards, ..... each, SO 05

Braille tablets, with metallic bed, . . . " 1 50

Braille French tablets, with cloth bed, . . . " 100
Braille new tablets, with cloth bed, . . . " 1 00





APPENDIX.

IJrocealiiuv) of the (![ommencement fi^-i)rnf)i?fi

The Perkixs Institution and Massachusetts

School you the Blind.





COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

PERKINS INSTITUTION AND MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL

FOR THE BLIND.

The commencement exercises were this year unavoid-

ably deprived of two features of marked interest : firstly,

because the departure of the somewhat large class who

received diplomas in June, 1887, left the school so

depleted that at the close of the present year there were

no graduates in either the girls' or the hoys' depaitment

;

and, secondly, because the prevalence of scarlet fever

at the kindergarten, in the month of May, forbade the

appearance of the little children, lest their presence

should endanger others. Thus, deprived of the assist-

ance which might have been expected from the oldest

and the youngest pupils, the intermediate classes were

obliged to supply most of the material ; and that it was

satisf\ictorily done, was abundantly testified by the com-

ments of the audience and those of the press. These

deficiencies, too, were perhaps more than counterbal-

anced by the unexpected contribution to the interest of

the occasion made by little Helen Keller, whose story

has already become so widely known, and whose marvel-

lous mental ability and general aptitude makes one for-

get the sympathy for her limitations in the wonder and

admiration excited by her achievements.
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The exercises were, as usual, preceded by notices in

most of the daily and some of the weekly journals of

Boston and its environs. These were similar in char-

acter to the following, which appeared in the "Boston

Herald " of May 28 :
—

SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND.

INTERESTING ANNIVERSARY EXERCISES TO BE HELD AT

TREMONT TEMPLE.

The auuouncement of the anniversary exercises of the

Perkins Institution for the Blind will be welcomed by all

who have ever had the privilege of being present on a similar

occasion. These exei'cises are to be held, as heretofore, in

Tremont Temple, the date being fixed for Thursday, June 7,

at 3 P.M. Samuel Eliot, LL.D., has consented to preside,

and he, with other speakers, will make brief addresses. A
prominent feature of interest will be the class from the

kindergarten at Roxbury. This school, which was opened in

order to commence the education of the blind at an earlier age,

has just finished its first year of work, and its patrons will be

gratified to see the change, which a year of happy life under

wise guidance has wrought in these little children. Among

the exercises of the literary department it is pleasant to note

that of reading by touch ; and also geography, in which the

pupils of the school have shown such surprising familiarity

with maps, and quickness in recognizing the outlines of every

state and country. The musical department promises its

quota of choice selections, and the gymnastic classes for both

sexes will doubtless be among the prettiest features of the

occasion. Helen Keller will be among the invited guests,

and Laura Bridgman and Edith Thomas will be present

among the members of the school. Admission is secured by

applying for tickets to Mr. Anagnos, South Boston, or at the

salesroom of the institution, No. 37 Avon street. No tickets
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are iXMiuhod for tlie second balcony, to which the public is

cordially invited.

The following notice, with proirrainnie, was sent to

the tVieiuls and })atr()n.s of the institution: —

PERKINS INSTITUTION AND MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL
FOR THE BLIND.

Boston, May 16, 1888.

To the Friends and Patrons of the Institution.

The Commencement Exercises of this school will bo held at Tre-

mont Temple, on Thursday, Jime 7, at 3 p.m.

Samuel Eliot, LL.D., will preside; Rev. Wm. Elliot GrifFis will

give a brief address, and Rev. S. AV. Brooke will speak on the kin-

dergarten for little siglitless children.

You are most cordially invited to honor the occasion with your

presence.

The seats on the floor and in the first balcony of the Temple will

be reserved for the choice of the members of the corporation and

the friends and patrons of the institution, to whom this invitation is

sent, until Saturday, May 26. Tickets are ready for delivery, and

those w^ho may be desirous of obtaining them are requested to send

me a postal card indicating the number wished for. It will give me

very great pleasure to forward them at once.

The seats will be reserved until tliree o'clock, punctually, when

standing persons wdll be permitted to occupy all vacant places.

M. ANAGNOS.

PROGRAMME.

Paut I.

1. ORGAN— Fugue in E minor, Bach.

Cuius roi'iiKU A. Howlanu.

2. ADDRESS,
Rev. Wm. Elliot Guiki'is.

3. BAND — Overture, " Le Chevalier Breton," . . Merman.
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4. EXERCISE IN MENTAL ARITHMETIC,

By a Class of Boys.

5. READING BY THE TOUCH,

Almira V. Bryant and Mary E. Ramsdell.

6. BACH'S FIRST PRELUDE— arranged as Trio, , Gounod.

For Violin, Alto Horn and Piano.

C. W. Holmes, H. E. Mozealous, and H. W. Miles.

7. EXERCISE IN GEOGRAPHY (with dissected maps),

J. S. Davis, W. A. Messer, and F. J. Muldoon.

Part II.

1. GYMNASTICS AND MILITARY DRILL.

2. CHORUS FOR FEMALE VOICES—
" To thee, O Country," J. Eichherg.

3. THE KINDERGARTEN— " The Bee and its Work."

By the Little Children of the Kindergarten.

Remarks on the Kindergarten by Dr. Samuel Eliot and

Rev. S. W. Brooke.

4. SONG— " Queen of the Earth," Pinsnti.

Lemuel W. Titus.

5. EXERCISE IN SCIENCE.

(o) The Sponge.

(6) A Typical Plant.

By a Class of Girls.

6. CHORUS— "May Song," Mendelssohn.

Kindergarten for the Blind.

The ladies visiting committee apjieal to a community never

appealed to in vain for any good cause, to aid in endowing the

Kindergarten for the Blind. Much has been already done in behalf

of this work. A site has been procured, a building erected and

furnished, and all fully paid for, leaving no debt or encumbrance

whatever. But the means for cai'rying on the kindergarten and
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providing for the company of little boys and girls now gatlicred in

it are still wanting, and will bo wanting until an endowment of one

hundred tliousand dollars, tlie interest of whieh will meet all ordi-

nary current expenses, is obtained.

A visit to the kindergarten and a glimpse at the brightness and

joy to bci soeii there among tlieso sightless children will do more

than any woi-ds of ours to bring this enterprise before the hearts

of our jjeople.

We ask earnestly and confidently for contributions to the

endowment fund. The treasurer pro tern., P. T. Jackson, Jr., 178

Devonshire street, will receive and acknowledge all sums, large

or small, that may be sent to him.

Mits. ELIZABETH C AGASSIZ. JVIks. JOHX L. GARDNER.
Miss ELIZABETH L. ANDREW. Mrs. THOMAS MACK.
Mrs. WILLIAM APPLETON. JNFrs. ROBT. TREAT PAINE.

Mrs. JOHN ELLIOTT. Miss EDITH ROTCII.

Miss CLARA T. ENDICOTT. Mrs. NATHANIEL THAYER.
Miss SARAH B. FAY. Mrs. ROGER WOLCOTT.

The applications for tickets were numerous, and con-

tinued for some time after the supply was exhausted. The

weather was fine, and an eao;er crowd was in waitinir

when the doors were opened, at 2.30 p.m. ; and when

the exercises commenced, at 3 o'clock, the large hall was

well filled. At the right of the organ were the boys, occu-

pying all the seats on that side of the platform and some

of the adjoining ones in the first balcony. On the left the

girls were seated, among whom were recognized the

familiar features of Laura Bridgman, and the less familiar

but eagerly welcomed faces of Helen Keller and her

teacher, Miss Sullivan. His Excellency Governor Ames,

Dr. Eliot, Rev. E. E. Hale, Rev. W. E. Griffis, Rev.

StopfordW. Brooke, with Messrs. Dwight, Glover, Heard,
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Richardson and Temple of the board of trustees, and a

few other gentlemen, also occupied seats upon the plat-

form.

While the audience were assembling, Bach's fugue in

E minor was played upon the organ by Christopher

A. Rowland, a graduate of the class of 1887, who is now

pursuing a post-graduate course. At its close Dr. Eliot

stepped forward and addressed the assembly as follows :
—

OPENING REMARKS BY PRESIDENT ELIOT.

Friends of the blind and friends of the Perkins Institu-

tion :— This programme has already begun itself by the per-

formance on the organ, to which you have listened. We will

now proceed to carry through the other parts of the programme

as well as we are able.

I bid you all a most cordial welcome. Those of you who

have before attended these commencement exercises need no

word from me to explain them ; and those who have never

heretofore been present will soon discover for themselves what

they are, and will soon, we are confident, enter into that sym-

path}^, which always characterizes these exercises, and binds us

together in one common bond of deep feeling and interest. The

opening address will be made by Rev. William Elliot Griflis,

for whom I now bespeak your respectful attention.

ADDRESS OF REV. WILLIAM ELLIOT GRIFFIS, D.D.

Ladies and Gentlemen : — I was very much impressed

this morning, while walking through the streets of Boston,

after the beautiful shower of last night, and in this leafy

month of June, and in this beautiful city, in thinking that I

walked from my home at the south end of the city clear

down to this hall without meeting a single person who was

unable to see, or who could not at least find his way easily
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about. INIany a time, in walking tlii-ougli the great tliorongh-

fares, where arc the dashing vehicles, and men driving their

four-horse carriages or their "one-horse shay," when I have

thought how rare it is that we find a sightless person grop-

ing his way around, I have compared the situation here with

what I have so often seen in those eastern countries, with their

great streams of humanity in the large cities as well as in the

villages, where it is almost impossil)le to walk a hundred

feet without seeing the sightless eyeballs of some one, who is

feeling his way along with his cane, and who is blowing the

shrill whistle, which gives out a most peculiar note, giving

the passers-by to understand that he must have the right of

way. The great majority of those who are without sight owe

their calamity to disease ; for we very rarely see, in the coun-

tries of the east, to which I more particularly refer, a child

born blind, a child born deformed, or a child that in any way

seems to have lost any of its members. Exactly what becomes

of those children I do not pretend to say ; but nearly all the

blind people that we see are adults. And yet there are no

blind asylums in those countries, where blindness is most

frequent, especially in the tropical lauds ; and the poor sight-

less ones are obliged to shift for themselves as best they

can. I have come here today to see the good work that

has been wrought by an institution for the blind in their

training, uplifting and humanizing. I believe it is good for

us to be here, and to contrast our situation Avith the situation

of some other nations, not to be self-conceited and pharisaical,

but to be encouraged. And it is also good because I think

that every boy and girl, especially, who attends here this

afternoon and sits in the audience and sees what I know

will be done here, will have a good seed implanted in liis or

her mind and heart, which may by-and-by bring forth good

fruit. And of such a bringing forth I am going to tell you

an instance, even although you may charge me with self-

conceit and vanity. Wlieu I was a little boy, I went, as I
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remember almost as distiuctly as though it happened yester-

day, to the Philadelphia Institution for the Blind, which was

then on Vine street in the Quaker city ; and I remember

spending an afternoon in witnessing what seemed to me
almost miraculous,— the making of brushes, the stringing of

beads, the reading by means of raised type, the playing upon

musical instruments, and a great many other exhibitions of

skill, by persons utterly unable to see, which impressed my
childish imagination so that I never forgot them. Years after-

wards, in going to another country, just opening, after cen-

turies of mediaeval twilight, into the glory and splendor of

western civilization, I remember how my heart was first of

all touched when I went among the thronged streets of

Tokio and other large cities there, by seeing what a large

proportion of the people were blind ; largely through small-

pox, but through a great many other causes also. I remember

that after we had been successful in introducing a system of

education similar to what we have in our own country, and

had got it fairly well started among the people, I thought that

the next thing to be done was to help those sightless ones.

To be sure, we are not to consider that because a person has

no eyes, no vision, he is therefore helpless. I have more than

once been surprised at seeing bo^-s in Japan who were blind

playing marbles and various other games with almost as much

skOl as the sighted boys themselves. And why? Partly

because of the chivalrous spirit of their companions, who

would give them a good chance to spin their tops and to hit

their own tops on the head, and they almost always hit the

mark. So that it often happened that in spinning the top, in

playing with jackstraws, and in other boyish games, the sight-

less boys would come off victorious ; and when they did, the

shouts of applause went up far more heartily than when the

victory was won by a sighted boy. Those blind boys of Japan

are remarkably skilful in flying the great black kites of that

country, to which they affix thin strips of whalebone, so that
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the kite biugs a tuue from the time it starts on its aerial jour-

ney until it becomes a mere black speck in the sky. Tiiese

blind boys, witli their nuirvellous delicacy of touch and hear-

ing, never seemed to have any dilliculty in raising tlieir kites,

or had them catch in trees or on the top of a house, where,

instead of a chimney, there is a tub full of water, with two

brooms on top. They never ai)peared to lose tiieir kites.

They always knew just which way the wind was blowing, knew

whether it was going to rain or not going to rain, and, in fact,

were wise in all the prognostications that were necessary to

successful kite-raising. So it seemed that it was not so very

dreadful to be blind. You will find among those blind people

many who are very shrewd, having, as we say, " a sharp eye

for business ; " and when they have accumulated a little money,

they loan it to poor people who are impecunious, at a high rate

of interest; and public sentiment protects these blind people

from loss, so that they are actually wealthy men,— that is,

comparatively speaking. So you see a man may be sight-

less, and yet be a man of considerable ability. It is not

altogether a disadvantage to be under an infirmity as to any of

the great senses. It may be an advantage, in a certain sense,

to have your hearing and your other powers disproportion-

ately enlarged. I remember, too, that some of the great

men of the particular race to which we belong. Homer and

Milton, for example, were blind, and yet that circumstance

did not suflice to check the power of their genius, or its mani-

festation in song. I remember, also, that in the great Mahom-

medan world, among the millions and millions over Avhom

Islam has power, very often it is a blind man who is selected

because of his rich voice, and because, in climbing up to the

top of the minarets above the houses and gardens, he will not

see what is going on in the gardens below, and his whole

thought can be concentrated in the call to prayer that goes out

four times a day all over the Mahommedan world, and is the

great protest against idolatry,— " There is no God but God! "
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And yet, after all we can say of the advantages of being

blind, there are none of us who will ask such an advantage.

When I look over these young people who are before me, whom

I can see, but who cannot see me, I am full of sympathy for

them : but, still more, I congratulate them that they have been

born in this century, when we have such power of training

and educating the blind. Why? Because, if you take any

man and let him dwell among his own class entirely, he will

become opinionated and narrow and dogmatic. I remember

that the Japanese artist, Hokusai, has a picture of several blind

men who are studying an elephant. One feels of his tail and

gets an idea of what it is ; another one feels of his foot and

gets an idea of what it is ; another feels of his tusks, and,

getting hold of the ivory, feels its smooth surface, and gets

an idea of what that is ; another takes hold of the trunk, with

its curious finger-like process, so marvellously sensitive and

delicate, and he gets an idea of what that is ; and another one

feels of his scanty hair and wrinkled hide. So each one has

got an impression of the particular thing touched, and they

begin to talk with each other about what kind of animal an

elephant is ; and they keep up their debate all night long.

That may illustrate how people who dwell together and travel

in one rut by themselves become narrow and opinionated. So

it is when you keep the blind isolated ; but associate them with

other people who have sight, put them with good teachers, and

they will get over that couceitedness and that crankiness into

which they are -so liable to drift when shut up by themselves.

So I think these boys and girls and young people will grow up

to have as clear ideas, as sound methods of reasoning, and be

as free from narrowness and opinionativeness, as you or I ; or,

at least, as we profess to be.

Now, to return to this idea of the benefit one may get from

attending an exhibition like this. It seems to me it is a fortu-

nate thing that so many of the boys and girls of the city of

Boston are here today, to see what has been done for our
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siglitli'ss friends. As soon as I arrived out in the ishuxl of

Japan, in 1S7(), renu'inlKTin<; what I saw years bef(jre in the

exhibiticjn of tlie lilind children in l'hihidel[)hia, to wiiich I

have referred, I spoke to proniineut men connected with the

department of education there, and tokl them that the blind

people ought not to be left out of the system of public schools
;

and I was so fortunate as to interest in the cause that great

scholar, who is known all over the country, Nakamura

Masanawo (it is a long name, but it is a good one), and

I showed him how the Japanese alphabet, with its forty-nine

letters, lends itself, even more admirably than ours, to the

work of making raised letters, so that paper could be printed

from them, and the blind be able to read. And I am happy to

say that today there are, in Japan, schools for the training

and education of the blind, which have had a very hopeful

beginning. Not only portions of their translated Bible, fin-

ished this very year, but of their own classical works, have

been put into type, from which can be printed that which is

read and enjoyed by the sightless children ; while a new and

efficient carrying out of the law of vaccination has already

reduced the number of the blind by a very large and encour-

aging percentage.

So I may hope that among the boys and girls I see in this

audience there will be some who, Avhen they grow up to be men

and women, will go out to the tropical countries of Africa and

Asia, as well as of our own continent, to teach what they have

learned today, and which I trust will be even better learned

ten, fifteen, and twenty years hence, and who will spread

abroad their knowledge and have it applied so that the sightless

children of all the world shall be benefited ; and from the insti-

tutions in our country will go out an influence that will bless

the millions, who are prevented from seeing God's glorious

colors, and from looking upon the human face. And so,

friends, if you have no blind children in your own households

or among your own relatives, to touch your hearts and keep
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them warm, I bespeak for the officers aud teachers of this

institution your most kind attention and generous sympath}', as

you look upon what was to me, at least, when first seen,

almost miraculous. ,

The brass band, composed of pui)ils of the institution,

played Herman's overture, " Le Chevalier Breton," in a

very acceptable manner ; and a class of ten little boys

were then examined in mental arithmetic by the teacher,

Miss Boylan, who gave them a variety of questions in mul-

tiplication of fractions, percentage, and squaring of num-

bers. They responded with an enthusiasm, which indi-

cated a real enjoyment of these mental problems. Mean-

while, two girls, standing at small tallies at the front of

the platform, were engaged in examining some embossed

extracts, which were quite new to them, but which did not

seem to puzzle them in the least ; for, at the close of the ex-

ercise in arithmetic, Almira Y. Bryant read, fluently, by

touch, "The Battle of the Birds," and Mary E. Ramsdell

followed with a pretty poem about flowers, which she read

with good emphasis. While this was in progress, Helen

Keller was standing at a third taljle, with her teacher,

Miss Sullivan ; and she, too, was reading a story which

interested and excited her, for her face was all aglow with

pleasure, and her frame quivered with delight. When her

turn came to read to the audience, with the fingers of her

left hand running lightly and swiftly along the lines, she

caught the words, and with her right hand translated the

embossed print into the manual language, which Miss

Sullivan gave orally to the audience ; and so rapid were

the movements of her little fingers, that the three proc-
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esses of reception, ii-ansinission ;iiul c'X[>re.^.si(Mi of llic

ideas became almost simultaneous, and the effect to the

listener was as if Miss Sullivan were reading slowly, but

continuously, the little poem telling what the birds do.

Plelen's reading w^as accompanied by many graceful ges-

tures illustrative of the story, and showing how heartily

she entered into its spirit ; as, when she read of the little

birds flying, her left hand made an upwaid movement,

beginning with a sligiitly spiral motion, which was lost as

the hand rose to its highest. When she had finished her

reading, with her teacher she tripped lightly l)ack to her

seat, her face fairly radiant with happiness.

Bach's first prelude, arranged as a trio by Gounod, was

then performed by C. AV. Holmes, who played the violin
;

Henry E. Mozealous, the alto horn ; and H. W. Miles, the

piano. It was well received by the audience, who

w'atched with surprise the little fellow^ who played the

alto horn, wondering that he could manage so skilfully an

instrument that looked almost as large as he.

The exercise in geography, with dissected maps, was lis-

tened to with that marked interest, which is always excited

by the quickness with which these pupils recognize the

outlines of any state or country of the world, picked up

at random, and the readiness with which they will relate

some facts — geographical, historical or miscellaneous —
connected with the place in question. This exercise

closed the first part of the programme.

Part II. opened with gymnastics and military drill. A
class of sixteen boys, dressed in dark blue suits with red

neckties, performed a series of dumb-bell exercises to the

music of a piano, with great accuracy ; and, as they

were leaving the stage, a band of twelve girls, in cream-
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colored dresses, appeared from the opposite side, and

went through some very graceful exercises with rings.

These in turn disappeared, and were followed by a squad

of ten young men, in uniform, who executed the military

drill with great precision.

A chorus for female voices, by J. Eichberg,— "To
Thee, O Country !

" came next on the programme, and

was very acceptably rendered by the pupils of the girls'

department.

The kindergarten, having become an important Victor

in the educational work of this institution, has now its

regular place in the annual commencement exercises. A
lesson in modelling in clay had been selected, as, in some

degree, representative of the results of this system of

training. Accordingly, some little tables were arranged

along the front of the platform, at which the pupils could

work in presence of the audience. The subject of the

lesson was " The Bee and Its Work," and it was to have

been performed by the little children from the kindergar-

ten proper in Jamaica Plain ; but, as sickness prevented

their attendance, their places were filled by members of

the kindergarten class from the South Boston school.

Although Helen Keller had only been for a short time

a visitor at the institution, she had acquired some idea of

modelling, and she, too, was supplied with moist clay.

While tlie children were thus eno-ao^ed, the followinjj

appeal for the kindergarten was made by Dr. Eliot :
—

ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT ELIOT.

I hope that every person in the hall has a copy of the pro-

gramme, and has read the appeal for the Kindergarten for the

Blind. One year ago we were enabled to announce to this
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coiniiiimity tliat tlie 1)iiil(ling w:is complelc(l and Aiinislied, unci

without a dolliir of debt upon it. It was tlicn iiuide known,

as it had already been made known l)efoie, that, in order to

insure the permanent success and usefuhiess of the kindergar-

ten, an endowment fund of at least one hundred thousand

dollars was rcfjuired. One thousand dollars was already sub-

scribed when the public appeal was made from this place

twelve months since, and through the months that have

followed we have been constantly receiving generous gifts

and subscriptions from those to whom tlie kindcigarten has

become more and more interesting and more and more

precious. But we are far from having reached the amount

which we desire ; we are far from having completed the

subscription, on which the permanence of the kindergarten

depends ; and I once more call upon these men and women

who are here, I once more call upon the community to which

they belong, to come to our assistance, to complete the endow-

ment, to give us the sixty-seven thousand dollars which we

still require for its completion, and without which tliis beauti-

ful work of charity and of devotion is in danger. It can never

be said that Boston or Massachusetts allows such a cause as

this to languish
; it can never be said that where a man or a

woman has but a dollar to give, or where men and women
have their hundreds and their thousands to give, sixty-seven

thousand dollars can be asked for in vain. But, my friends,

take up this cause in your arms, bear it in your hearts, and

when you leave this Temple today, filled, as I trust, with the

sympathy, which these children have excited, go home to do,

yourselves, and to induce your neighbors and friends to do,

what is in their and your power to sustain the kindergarten

for little sightless children. God never gave us a greater

opportunity to do good, and he will bless every effort that is

made in his name to benefit his cliildren. I know it is dilOcult

to raise sixty-seven thousand dollars more. I know that the

geneious friends of the kindergarten have already given either
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of their abundance or of their slight resources towards the

endowment ; but there is no reason to despair, no reason to

lose confidence. I read but the other day a letter which our

townswoman, Frances Alexander, wrote to her friend John

Ruskin, in which she describes the devoted life of an Italian

woman whom she knew,— a woman high in social position,

and blessed with all the advantages which birth and breeding

could give her,— who resolved to leave her home and devote

her life and fortune to ministering to men and women who

were suffering from that fearful disease, cholera ; and when

her friends remonstrated with her, and told her how difficult

was the task, which she was about to undertake, and how

dangerous the risk she was running, her only reply was,

" where there is a call, everything is easy." There is a call

here, my friends ; a call to sustain this kindergarten, to

complete the endowment, and to place this institution upon

foundations that cannot be removed ; and, where there is such

a call, everything, to such a people as ours, will be easy.

I am sure I need say no more. I plead rather for the

material interests than for any other, as becomes an officer of

the corporation ; but I am to be followed by another voice,

which will plead for higher interests tlian these ; for tlie

intellectual and moral interests, for the personal interests that

are at stake in the lives of children, who are hereafter to be

men and women, all now trembling, as one may say, in the

balance. The Rev. Mr. Brooke will plead for them more

effectivelv than I have done.

ADDRESS OF REV. S. W. BROOKE.

Ladies and Gentlemen: — I am sure we have all felt

that we have witnessed a most interesting exhibition this

afternoon. We have seen here the boys and girls, into

which these children who are now working before us can

grow up. Even in such a large audience as this, there are
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but few, T suppose, wlio are not acquainted with the objects

of the kindcigarten for the blind. Many of us no doubt

visited it on the day of its dedication, and gathered together

in that large upper room under the roof, where the children

now i)lay and work and sing and exercise. lUit, in case

there shouhl be any here who are not well acquainted with

its workings, Mr. Anagnos has brought these children here

before us, to show us what has been done for them, — to

excite our interest in them, our compassion, our admiration.

We see how he trains that marvellous sensitiveness of touch,

for which the blind are so celebrated. TVe see how, through

this modelling in clay, he cultivates in them that sense of

form, which tlicy can apply to the worlds of nature and

of man, and thus see them through their imagination.

And I am sure every one of us has resolved to do his

individual best when he leaves this meeting to establish

this kindergarten on a firm basis, to increase its power

for good in the community. And, indeed, when we come

to think of it, there is no institution, which appeals more

strongly to all that is highest and best in us than an insti-

tution for blind children. It is not only because they are

what we all love, — children, in their weakness and their

ignorance, in their dependence upon us their elders ; chil-

dren, with their vast possibilities for future good or evil, —
but it is also because the public sentiment, which is always

in the long run true, is right when it asserts that there is

no sense that we can afford less to do without than the

sense of sight. For, great as is the loss in the equipment

for the contest of life, which the deaf and dumb suffer, it

is not so great as that of the blind. The deaf and dumb

can, under their new system of teaching, converse with

their fellow-men with comparative ease by observing their

lips move ; they can see also the world of nature without

the necessity of imagining it, as these children must do

;

and therefore all the sciences, geology, chemistry, zoology.
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etc., are more open to them than they can ever be to the

blind. They can enjoy, further, through the same senses

that we can, the wonderful works of man, his art, his

literature, his sculpture. Moreover, very many of the

pursuits of life, which do not depend upon the sense of

hearing, as does that, for instance, of operating the tele-

graph, are open to them. They are handicapped, of course,

in the contest of life, but not so heavily handicapped as

the blind. And yet I should be the last to wish to speak

in a melancholy way of the blind ; for, even as I stand

here, there rises up before me the image of a blind old

man I once knew. He was the most charming and delight-

ful of companions. He knew so much, he had conquered

so much, he enjoyed life so much, that no one ever felt

dull or despairing in his presence. I remember his saying

once, "did you see that beautiful sunset last night? So-

and-so told me all about it. It must have been one of

extraordinary beauty." If we took a walk with him in the

country, where there were interesting geological formations,

he would ask where he was, and then would speak to us

of all that went to make that peculiar la}' of the land. So

vivid, so intense, in fact, was his interest in men and

things, so keen his power of bringing everything before

him through his imagination, that we often forgot as we

spoke to him that he could not see. And so pleasant, so

attractive did life still seem to him at the age of eighty,

that I am sure none of us can wish for a better ideal of

what a sacred and happy thing a blind old age may be.

And it is no doubt just such an ideal as this that Mr.

Anagnos had in his mind when he founded this kinder-

garten for the blind. He believed in the possibilities of

every blind soul ; he determined to create a man, if he

could, where in past centuries there had been no man before.

And he comes, therefore, to us today to ask our interest

and our aid in his work. He tells us that there are a
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numbcv of sightless chiUlren aljout us, chiefly among the

very poor. Until quite recently they were growing up

sometimes into wiiat we all wish uo human being to become.

It was not their fault ; it was not always even their parents'

fault. Sometimes, indeed, their parents were unkind. Badly

off themselves, they felt tlie need of the earnings of their

children for the support of the family ; and here was a

child who could neither work in a shop nor in a factor}'

nor in the house. It seemed hard, it seemed cruel ; and

sometimes, therefore, the result was constant scolding of

the child, if not worse neglect than that. But many of

them were not unkind ; they were only ignorant of how

to be kind. They suffered from a want of the knowledge,

which Mr. Anagnos and others have now given them.

They petted the child, they indulged the child, but they

never taught it (and I have seen a terrible instance of that

in England) self-control ; they offered it no other interests

than the ordinary passing events of life ; they did not

open out its character as a flower is opened out beneath

the sun ; they did not give it so much pleasant exercise

and fresh air as was good. Often, as I have said, this was

not their fault. We know how hard is the pressure some-

times on the very poor ; what work they must do in order

to obtain the simple necessaries of life ; how difficult it is

for them to find time to think what to do under new cir-

cumstances, and to have the leisure to do that even when

they know what ought to be done. But still, in many

cases, a blind child grows up into something different from

what we would expect. I remember now that one of the

most delightful children I ever knew was a blind child. She

lived in one of the worst streets of one of the great manu-

facturing towns in England— the city of Bristol ; and yet

80 bright, so keen, so useful was she, that to all of us,

when we had grown overweary, she came like a ray of

sunshine. She joined in play with all the other children
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in the street. She was a very decided young person, and

gave them her own views as to their language and their

habits ; and they all respected her. It is just such a child

as that that we see in every blind child about us. It

is just such a child as that that we hope every blind child

will become. It is out of such a childhood into a bright,

a noble, a pure manhood and womanhood that Mr. Anagnos

and his assistants tell us it is their intention to bring up

these children. And, somehow or other, when Mr. Anagnos

tells us that he is going to do a thing, then we know,

as was the case with his ancestors at Marathon and Plataea,

that it will soon take place. We have a proof of his

determination in the very existence of this kindergarten.

A few years ago he resolved that there should be a kinder-

garten in Boston ; a year ago many of you joined in its

dedication, and shortly afterwards the building was free from

debt. And now, at the close of this its first year, he brings

some of the children here ; he shows us how new interest is

put into them ; he lets us see the intelligence and character

that are manifested in their faces ; he engages all our sympa-

thies in their behalf. Their attractive wa3-s and manners—
our hopes for their future— take complete possession of us.

And I suppose there is not one of us here now who will not

go away from this meeting resolved that he will do his indi-

vidual best to secure the endowment of one hundred thousand

dollars, which is wanted for this institution. We all know

how that can be done. There is One who is always present at

meetings such as these. There is One who for more than

eighteen hundred years has never been absent from any under-

taking that makes men and women better and brighter— that

lifts them towards all we hope that we shall be. We know

how He would have addressed us today. He would have told

us again that story which has sunk so deeply into the life of

Christendom— the story of the "Good Samaritan." He

would have praised us for all our past efforts, and for not

having, like the Levites and priests, let a good cause go by.
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He would have thanked us for all that we have hitherto done

for these the least of his children. And then He would have

asked us to continue in this good work— to help still further

the Samaritan, who has shown us the wounded child, to give

that child a better possibility for life in the future. "Give up,"

He would say to us, " not something you do not want (that

is no gift to me) ; but give up something you do want for

just one year, that this kindergarten for the blind may be a

greater power for good in the community than ever before."

How shall we answer Christ? How else but in this way? I

will give my contribution, you will give yours ; every child

here will go around among the children in his or her neighbor-

hood, and collect from them ; every man and woman here who

is a father or a mother will help these blind children ; every

brother or sister here will help their blind brothers or sisters.

Let us aid this institution with all our power. Help it for

Christ's sake ; help it because it creates new men and women
;

help it because it puts a soul in a life.

At the close of the address, Mr. Anagnos rose to bring

to the notice of the audience a proposal to hold a great

fair for the benefit of the kindergarten, like that held in

the early days of the parent institution. He had not yet

been able to induce any one to take the initiative and

organize the undertaking, but he hoped to succeed in

doing so. Meantime, he begged that all those who, dur-

ing the warm weeks of summer, might find leisure for

fancy work, would remember this enterprise, and do

something to assist in carrying it successfully forward.

As he resumed his seat, Mr. J. M. Rodocanachi rose

to say that " the fair is already begun ! A neighboring

town has already organized a band of workers for this

object, and there is no doubt that the fair will be held."

His announcement was greeted with hearty applause.
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The attention of the audience was now attracted to the

little modellers, who had finished their work, and, in

turn, held up to view the articles they had made, explain-

ing their relation to the subject on which they were work-

ing. One had made a bee-hive, and told how the bees

were gathered into it. Another had made one of the

cells, and described the manner in which the bees build

them ; still another had made a flower ; and thus the illus-

trations were continued through the class, until the life

and work of the bee had been fully set forth. When

little Helen was asked by her teacher what she had made,

she replied, " a jar full of honey for little sister." Her

second model was " a cup and saucer to give mamma tea."

Some rapid and unusual movements of her hands, as

Helen was returning to her seat, made her teacher ask

what she was doing. " Catching bees," replied little

Helen in the finger alphabet. This exercise closed with

a kindergarten song by the little children.

The next number on the programme was Pinsuti's song,

«' Queen of the Earth," in which " Mr. Lemuel W. Titus

revealed a voice of such clear, high and sweet quality

as to win long-continued applause from the delighted

audience."

The character of the work done by the more advanced

pupils was illustrated in a recitation by four girls of a

class in science. The objects selected were a sponge and

a tulip, and their natures and growth were explained in a

manner, which showed a clear understanding of the sub-

jects they were handling.

The exercises ended with Mendelssohn's " May Song ;

"

but many lingered to greet little Helen, to watch her

animated face and gestures, and, perchance, to receive a

word or two from her nimble fingers.




