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Baker-Polito Administration Celebrates Municipal Housing Efforts Across 
Commonwealth 

Today’s announcements highlight communities committed to increasing housing production, 
and provides technical assistance to municipalities 

  
BOSTON – Today, as part of Municipal Month, the Baker-Polito Administration announced 
two milestones for communities in Massachusetts under the Administration’s Housing Choice 
Initiative, a comprehensive new effort to create 135,000 new housing units by 2025. The 
initiative, announced in December 2017, includes a new set of incentives and rewards for 
municipalities committed to sustainable housing growth in their communities. Lt. Governor 
Karyn Polito announced the designation of 67 communities as Housing Choice Communities, 
and, in partnership with MassHousing, awarded Planning for Housing Production technical 
assistance grants to 15 municipalities. Both announcements will support communities in their 
efforts to substantially increase housing production across the Commonwealth.  
  
“Our Administration’s Housing Choice Initiative aims to maximize collaboration between state 
agencies, support innovation and data-driven policies, and provide cities and towns across 
the Commonwealth with tools to drive housing production in their communities,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. “We are pleased to celebrate the first municipalities participating in 
the program and look forward to working with the Legislature to pass the Housing Choice 
Initiative to create more housing opportunities across Massachusetts.” 
  
“The communities recognized today are already working hard to help create more housing 
opportunities across Massachusetts,” said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. “We are proud to 
support our Housing Choice Communities in their efforts to build new housing and create 
vibrant, welcoming communities for our families, workforce and residents.” 
  
The Housing Choice Initiative is a multi-pronged effort, which includes today’s Housing Choice 
Designation, new technical assistance through MassHousing, and proposes legislative 
changes, through An Act to Promote Housing Choices, to deliver smart, effective zoning at the 
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local level. 
  
Communities who received the Housing Choice Designation have produced a total of nearly 
60,000 new housing units over the last five years. These 67 communities each have proven 
track records of pursuing substantial housing production, and are committed to continuing 
that trend. The Housing Choice Designation is designed to be simple, flexible and achievable 
for municipalities, and in the program’s first year, 67 communities will be able to take 
advantage of new financial resources, including exclusive access to new Housing Choice 
Capital Grants, and preferential treatment for many state grant and capital funding programs, 
including MassWorks, Complete Streets, MassDOT capital projects, and PARC and LAND 
grants.   
  
“Our economy continues to create new jobs and attract top talent in life sciences, healthcare, 
academia, advanced manufacturing, and in our thriving innovation eco-system from across 
the country, and the world,” said Housing and Economic Development Secretary Jay Ash. 
“We must accelerate housing production, for all of our residents, to keep pace with our 
growing economy, and keep Massachusetts an attractive place to live, work, and thrive.” 
 
“We are thrilled to see so many communities eager to seek the Housing Choice Designation, 
and we applaud their work in pursuing smart, effective housing policies that lay the 
groundwork for long-term success,” said Housing and Community Development 
Undersecretary Janelle Chan. “Today’s announcements mark important milestones for the 
Housing Choice Initiative, and we are excited to move forward on this critical issue in 
partnership with cities and towns across the Commonwealth.” 
  
In addition to announcing the first Housing Choice Communities, MassHousing announced 
Planning for Housing Production awards for 15 communities to help municipalities achieve 
their affordable housing goals and deliver new mixed-income housing in a manner that is 
consistent with local priorities. These awards are part of MassHousing’s commitment to the 
Housing Choice Initiative, by making available $2 million in new technical assistance funding. 
  
Participating grantees have already engaged in local housing planning, but have identified 
obstacles that prevent the realization of their planning vision; MassHousing’s grants will 
provide grantees with the technical expertise to implement housing planning, and deliver 
new housing. By assisting municipalities in progressing toward, achieving and exceeding 
Chapter 40B's ten percent affordable housing goal, MassHousing's Planning for Housing 
Production Program will help reset the way cities and towns interact with Chapter 40B, and 
forge new partnerships between MassHousing and participating municipalities to meet the 
Commonwealth's housing challenges.  
  
The planning services MassHousing will offer communities will vary, depending on local 
needs, to spur housing development, but may include assistance in crafting new zoning, 
planning public infrastructure improvements, capacity-building in planning and community 
development, and public education and data transparency initiatives to increase community 
support. 
 
“MassHousing is excited to support the Baker-Polito Administration’s Housing Choice 



Initiative, by giving cities and towns the additional capacity needed to achieve housing 
growth,” said MassHousing Executive Director Chrystal Kornegay. “By engaging with cities 
and towns on site feasibility, public infrastructure design, data transparency and rezoning, 
MassHousing’s Planning for Housing Production program will remove barriers to the 
realization of local planning priorities. We congratulate these fifteen cities and towns for 
advancing such compelling projects, and look forward to continuing to drive new housing 
production across Massachusetts.” 
 
“The Massachusetts Housing Partnership is excited to be providing staff support to the Baker-
Polito Administration’s Housing Choice Initiative,” said Clark Ziegler, Massachusetts Housing 
Partnership executive director. “Not only does Housing Choice provide communities with 
tools and incentives to increase housing production, but it also sets a long-term vision in that 
it’s tied to a meaningful production goal, is built on consensus about what communities need 
to do, and proposes to eliminate the two-thirds vote hurdle that stymies local leadership on 
housing.” 
 
“We applaud the Baker-Polito Administration for launching the Housing Choice Initiative,” 
said Massachusetts Municipal Association Executive Director Geoff Beckwith. “This program 
demonstrates that cities and towns are doing great work producing more housing units 
locally, and we know that passage of the Governor's Housing Choice legislation will boost this 
momentum and provide communities with the tools and flexibility to build even more 
housing.  The partnership approach in the Governor's housing bill is exactly what 
Massachusetts needs to address our housing challenge while ensuring sustainable growth in 
our communities.” 
 
“Littleton is proud to be among the 67 cities and towns recognized for their efforts to expand 
housing choices for those who live and work in our communities. Littleton has a strong 
housing market and its total housing stock has increased by over 10% since 2010. Littleton's 
subsidized housing inventory of 12.9% surpasses the 10% goal for affordability under Chapter 
40B,” said Littleton Town Administrator Keith Bergman. “The Town is committed to 
remaining above that goal by being proactive.  With the leadership of its Board of Selectmen 
and Planning Board, town meeting voters have approved a package of housing strategies 
contained in the Town's updated Master Plan, including many best practices of the Housing 
Choice program." 
 
“We are excited to be named a Housing Choice city by the Baker-Polito Administration. From 
our new 40R district which will provide 75 new family housing units for homeless (12 units) 
and workforce (63 units at under 60% area median income) families, to our new transit 
oriented development mixed housing and commercial/retail buildings downtown near our 
Beverly Depot commuter rail station, to our senior affordable housing and our supported 
housing  units downtown which include homes for adults with autism and for formerly 
homeless individuals, everything we do in Beverly is made possible in significant part due to 
our active and productive partnerships throughout the Baker-Polito Administration,” said 
Beverly Mayor Michael Cahill. “Governor Baker and his team understand the needs of local 
communities, and they are making real progress in providing needed high quality housing for 
the people of Massachusetts.” 
 



“I am encouraged by the strong response by so many cities and towns to the Housing Choice 
Initiative. When municipal officials work collaboratively with builders, real progress can be 
made towards addressing the needs of recent graduates searching for an apartment, young 
couples looking for their first home, and downsizing seniors seeking to stay near family and 
friends,” said Gary Campbell, chief executive officer at Gilbert Campbell Real Estate 
and president of the Home Builders and Remodelers Association of Massachusetts. 
  
The Baker-Polito Administration is deeply committed to meeting this housing challenge, 
through key investments, new initiatives and program reforms. Last year, Governor Baker 
filed a housing bond bill seeking $1.287 billion in additional capital authorization to advance 
the administration’s commitment to affordable housing and we have increased funding for 
affordable housing by 19% and is on course to invest $1.1 billion over five years in affordable 
housing. The highly effective MassWorks Infrastructure Program continues to be a key 
catalyst for housing production, supporting the creation of more than 3,000 housing units. 
The Open for Business Initiative will drive the production of more than 2,200 units of housing 
on state land. MassHousing’s $100 million Workforce Housing Initiative has advanced the 
development of 2,309 housing units across a range of incomes, including 616 workforce 
housing units. And, through An Act Relative to Job Creation and Workforce Development, the 
administration reformed the Housing Development Incentive Program, which is on track to 
facilitate more than 900 new units in Gateway Cities. 
 
About MassHousing 
MassHousing (The Massachusetts Housing Finance Agency) is an independent, quasi-public 
agency created in 1966 and charged with providing financing for affordable housing in 
Massachusetts. The Agency raises capital by selling bonds and lends the proceeds to low- and 
moderate-income homebuyers and homeowners, and to developers who build or preserve 
affordable and/or mixed-income rental housing. MassHousing does not use taxpayer dollars 
to sustain its operations, although it administers some publicly funded programs on behalf of 
the Commonwealth. Since its inception, MassHousing has provided more than $22 billion for 
affordable housing. For more information, visit the MassHousing website at 
www.masshousing.com, follow us on Twitter @MassHousing, subscribe to our blog and like 
us on Facebook. 
 
2018 Housing Choice Designations: 
 
Acton Amherst Andover Ashland Barnstable 
Beverly Billerica Bolton Boston Boylston 
Bridgewater Brockton Cambridge Canton Chelmsford 
Chelsea Cohasset Duxbury Easthampton Easton 
Everett Foxborough Framingham Grafton Holden 
Holliston Hopkinton Lawrence Littleton Lowell 
Malden Mansfield Marlborough Mashpee Medford 
Medway Melrose Merrimac Methuen Middleton 
Nantucket Natick Norfolk North Andover Northampton 
Orleans Plymouth Provincetown Quincy Reading 
Rutland Salisbury Seekonk Somerville Stoneham 
Stoughton Sudbury Swampscott Taunton Tewksbury 
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Williamstown Worcester    

 

 
 
 
Planning for Housing Production Grant Recipients: 
 
Abington and Rockland will design water treatment plant upgrades to the towns’ Joint Water 
Works, enabling the plant to deliver drinking water to new housing developments that are 
currently stalled by a lack of available potable water. The improvements will serve Rockland’s 
40R smart growth overlay district, and unlock a total of 183 new housing units, including 153 
affordable units, in the two towns. The municipality plans to apply for MassWorks 
construction funding. $150,000 
 
Amherst will identify publicly owned parcels suitable for affordable housing development, 
and will reduce regulatory barriers to mixed-income housing by creating a 40R smart growth 
overlay district. 
 
Beverly will create a data transparency toolbox that will model the impact of current and 
future downtown housing development on school enrollment, private automobile usage, 
public safety costs, and the adequacy of water and sewer infrastructure. Beverly’s 
development impact toolbox will advance the build out of the City’s recently adopted 40R 
and downtown mixed-use zoning districts, and will assist the exploration of additional 
upzoning efforts, including along the Bass River district. This project supports the immediate 
development of 75 mixed-income housing units. 
 



Gloucester will advance a comprehensive reworking of its zoning ordinance, by modernizing 
dimensional and use tables, density standards, permitting thresholds, and exploring a transit-
oriented development district, in order to unlock new mixed-income housing development in 
the City’s downtown. 
 
Hudson will conduct predevelopment studies and drive public engagement that will enable 
the redevelopment of two Town-owned parcels for as many as 50 new units of affordable 
housing. 
 
Littleton will engage residents and other stakeholders in a public visioning process that will 
rezone the neighborhood around the Town’s commuter rail station for new housing growth. 
 
Newton will create a data transparency toolbox that will model the fiscal impact and 
economic development opportunities created by new housing development. The data 
toolbox will support the City’s Washington Street Corridor master planning project, allowing 
the City to engage residents and stakeholders by modeling various development scenarios in 
real time. This project will support the creation of 2,500 new housing units, including 325 new 
affordable housing units. 
 
Norfolk will implement the recommendations of its recent housing production plan, by 
rezoning the area around its town center and commuter rail station for new housing growth. 
This project will deliver new zoning language, design guidelines, draft Board of Health 
regulations, and wastewater and storm water analyses, allowing Norfolk to consider zoning 
for 125 new housing units at its Fall 2018 Town Meeting. 
 
Oak Bluffs will conduct predevelopment feasibility work, including wastewater planning, 
financial feasibility, a zoning review, and preliminary site engineering, on a Town-owned 
parcel, advancing the development of up to 60 new affordable housing units.  
 
Salem will implement the vision of its recent Imagine Salem planning process, by pursuing a 
new mixed-use zoning district in the City’s Bridge Street Neck neighborhood, conducting a 
citywide public engagement campaign around affordable housing needs, and advancing a 
new inclusionary zoning ordinance. This project will support Salem’s efforts to meet new 
housing demand, estimated by MAPC, of 2,700 new housing units by the year 2030.  
 
Scituate will carry out the recommendations of its housing production plan and village center 
vision plans, by creating new Town-wide affordable housing guidelines, advancing the 
creation of a new 40R district around the Greenbush commuter rail station, implementing a 
Town-wide inclusionary zoning ordinance, and exploring the creation of affordable starter 
homes on nonconforming lots. 
 
Swampscott will implement the recommendations of a recent master plan and housing 
production plan, by creating a new 40R zoning overlay district around its commuter rail 
station. 
 
Tisbury will advance a public-private partnership between the Town, the Island Housing 
Trust, and the Island Food Products Corp., to transform a 4-acre industrial site near 



downtown Vineyard Haven to as many as 80 new affordable homes. The MassHousing award 
will support extensive predevelopment work at the site, including financial feasibility, site 
planning, infrastructure planning, and rezoning. 
 
Truro will design a water line extension that will support the redevelopment of a Town-
owned parcel into 32 new housing units. The property, which was acquired by the Town from 
MassDOT, is being developed under the Baker-Polito Administration’s Open for Business 
initiative. The municipality plans to apply for MassWorks construction funding. $150,000 
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