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May 18, 2018                                                                                                    Volume 17, Issue 3 
 
Update on March 2018 Nor’Easters 
March 2-4 Storm 
After the storm, MEMA coordinated Initial Damage Assessments (IDAs) and Preliminary Damage 
Assessments (PDAs) with communities in counties impacted by the storm for potential federal 
disaster assistance under the Public Assistance (PA) program. Ultimately, the damage assessment 
process determined that six counties had eligible storm-related costs in excess of their population-
based thresholds: Essex, Norfolk, Plymouth, Barnstable, Bristol and Nantucket.  However, eligible 
costs in Suffolk, Middlesex and Dukes counties fell significantly below the federal thresholds. 
 
On April 30th, Governor Baker formally asked the President to issue a Major Disaster Declaration for 
six counties (Essex, Norfolk, Plymouth, Barnstable, Bristol and Nantucket).  If issued, all 
municipalities in the six counties, as well as state agencies and certain non-profits that incurred 
storm-related costs in the six counties, will be eligible for assistance under the Public Assistance 
program.  More particularly, municipalities and certain non-profits in the declared counties, and state 
agencies, will be reimbursed for 75% of their eligible storm-related costs for emergency response and 
protective actions, debris clearance, and repairing damaged/destroyed public infrastructure such as 
roads, sidewalks, bridges, piers, maintained seawalls and beaches, culverts, communications towers, 
and buildings. If the President issues the Major Disaster Declaration, MEMA, in coordination with 
FEMA, will administer the program. At this time, MEMA is awaiting the decision on this disaster 
declaration request. 
 
On May 8th, the Small Business Administration (SBA) issued a Physical Disaster Declaration for 
Norfolk County, (and contiguous Norfolk, Plymouth, Bristol, Worcester, Middlesex, and Suffolk 
Counties) for the March 2-3 coastal storm that caused extensive flooding along Massachusetts’ east 
coast. The declaration makes low interest loans available to residents, businesses, and private 
nonprofits in those counties. The SBA operated a Disaster Loan Outreach Center in Weymouth from 
May 9-16 to assist applicants. The Loan Outreach Center has closed, but applicants may apply 
online, receive additional disaster assistance information and download applications at 
https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. Applicants may also call SBA’s Customer Service Center at (800) 
659-2955 or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov. For more information, see: 
https://www.mass.gov/news/sba-offers-disaster-assistance-to-residents-of-massachusetts-affected-
by-severe-winter-storms  
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March 7-8 Storm 
MEMA collected Initial Damage Assessment (IDA) forms with estimated eligible storm-related costs 
from municipalities and state agencies. After collecting and analyzing all submitted IDA forms, MEMA 
determined that eligible costs/damages fall below state and county thresholds and therefore, the state 
will not be requesting a federal disaster declaration for the March 7-8 storm. 
 
March 13 Storm 
Preliminary Damage Assessments are currently underway. Once completed, MEMA and FEMA will 
evaluate the results and data from the PDAs. If the PDAs demonstrate that certain damage 
thresholds have been met, the Governor may request a formal Major Disaster Declaration from the 
President.  
 
 
Upcoming Hurricane Preparedness Webinars 
The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency, in coordination with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, the National Weather Service, and the National Hurricane Center, is pleased to 
announce two offerings of the 2018 Hurricane Preparedness Webinar to assist emergency 
management and public safety partners in preparing for the 2018 Atlantic Hurricane Season. 
 
This 90 minute interactive presentation will focus on National Weather Service and National 
Hurricane Center decision support products and services and discuss state and federal hurricane 
planning and preparedness efforts. The target audience for this webinar includes local, state and 
federal emergency management and public safety officials across the Commonwealth. This webinar 
will be offered twice:  
SESSION 1: TUESDAY, MAY 29, 1:00PM –3:00PM TRS Registration Link 
SESSION 2: WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 10:0AM –12:00PM TRS Registration Link 
 
How to Register: All participants must pre-register. To register, please click on the session (above) 
you plan to attend or by using the following link. https://mematraining.chs.state.ma.us/TRS. 
Instructions on how to join the webinar will be emailed to you the week before the event.  
 
 
Successful Seabrook Nuclear Power Station Exercise 
On April 4th, MEMA and partner agencies and organizations held the biennial federally graded 
exercise of the offsite emergency response organizations for Seabrook Nuclear Power Station. 
Participating organizations and facilities included the six Emergency Planning Zone (EPZ) 
communities (Amesbury, Merrimac, Newbury, Newburyport, Salisbury, and West Newbury); the State 
Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) in Framingham which included staff from numerous state 
agencies; MEMA’s Region I Emergency Operations Center (REOC) in Tewksbury; Seabrook Nuclear 
Power Station, the Emergency Operating Facility (EOF) and Joint Information Center (JIC) in 
Portsmouth; Massachusetts 2-1-1; and the Massachusetts Department of Public Health radiation 
control program, including Nuclear Incident Advisory Teams (NIAT). On April 6th, FEMA announced 
its preliminary evaluation of the exercise and concluded that there were no issues identified during 
the exercise and that participants performed at or above planning standards. This exercise concluded 
two years of preparation including trainings, drills, and exercises.  

https://mematraining.chs.state.ma.us/TRS/courseDesc.do?cofId=23537&sourcePage=Calendar&date=05-29-2018&srchEventTypeId=672&srchOgId=&legend=S+%3D+STATE%2C+F+%3D+FEDERAL
https://mematraining.chs.state.ma.us/TRS/courseDesc.do?cofId=23538&sourcePage=Calendar&date=05-30-2018&srchEventTypeId=672&srchOgId=&legend=S+%3D+STATE%2C+F+%3D+FEDERAL
https://mematraining.chs.state.ma.us/TRS
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MEMA Supports Disaster Recovery Center in Westfield after Large Fire 
On April 22nd, an apartment building fire in Westfield displaced over 40 residents from their homes. 
In the days following the fire, MEMA’s Disaster Recovery Unit and Regional Office in Agawam helped 
the City of Westfield and the American Red Cross set up a Resource Recovery Center (RRC). The 
RRC connected fire survivors with service providers to help meet immediate and longer-term needs, 
including housing.  Agencies and organizations with representatives at the RRC included MEMA, 
Department of Housing and Community Development, Department of Transitional Assistance, 
Department of Children and Families, Department of Public Health, Department of Mental Health, 
American Red Cross, Office of Elder Affairs, Office for Refugees and Immigrants, various City 
departments and other non-profit organizations. 
 
 
MEMA Shares Boston Marathon Best Practices with Japanese Government Officials in 
Advance of 2020 Tokyo Olympics 
MEMA recently met with 
government officials from Japan 
who are involved in public safety 
planning for the 2020 Toyko 
Olympics. The group discussed 
best practices in event planning 
and MEMA's public safety 
coordination role with the Boston 
Marathon. The multi-jurisdictional 
planning and race day coordination 
used for the Marathon include best 
practices that MEMA and Boston 
Athletic Association officials have 
shared with various event 
organizers around the country to 
help enhance public safety.  
 
 
MEMA Training Update 
 
To view a full calendar of training opportunities and register for classes, see MEMA’s Training 
Registration System calendar. In April, MEMA’s Training and Exercise Unit hosted 189 students in 8 
course offerings:   
 
Class Location 

NIMS-700/ICS 100 Boston 

ICS 300: Intermediate ICS for Expanding Incidents (ICS-300) Wilmington 

NIMS-700/ICS 100 Middleborough 

Guidance on Emergency Planning for Access and Functional Needs 
Population (AFN) 

Middleborough 

Until Help Arrives, Train-the-Trainer (UHA-TtT) Hanover 

Hazardous Materials for First Responders, Awareness Level (HAZ01) Holkoke 

Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Train-the-Trainer (G428) Westborough 

Until Help Arrives, Train-the-Trainer (UHA-TtT) Westborough 

 
To date in 2018, 460 students have taken MEMA supported classes. For additional MEMA Training 
opportunities go to: https://www.mass.gov/training-exercises-and-conferences. 

http://mgcmsauth1.mass.gov:8000/Rhythmyx/sys_cx/mainpage.htmlhttps:/mematraining.chs.state.ma.us/TRS/trainingCalendar.do?pageAction=Previous&date=03-03-2017&srchEventTypeId=672&srchOgId=&legend=S+%3D+STATE%2C+F+%3D+FEDERAL
http://mgcmsauth1.mass.gov:8000/Rhythmyx/sys_cx/mainpage.htmlhttps:/mematraining.chs.state.ma.us/TRS/trainingCalendar.do?pageAction=Previous&date=03-03-2017&srchEventTypeId=672&srchOgId=&legend=S+%3D+STATE%2C+F+%3D+FEDERAL
https://www.mass.gov/training-exercises-and-conferences
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MEMA’s Mobile Field Tent Available to Support Public Safety Events 

 
 
The Massachusetts State Police Special Emergency Response Team, as well as other members of 
the department, participated in a Public Order Platoon Training program from April 23-26 in Devens 
utilizing MEMA’s Mobile Field Tent (MFT).  The tent was used during the training by the State Police 
as a location to receive training instruction and provide shelter from inclement weather.   
 
On April 27-29, MEMA’s Mobile Field Tent was utilized for two days to support a field command post 
for the Disaster Medical Assistance Team (DMAT) for an exercise and training. The MFT was utilized 
for 24 hour operations to support DMAT staff, Massachusetts General Hospital response staff and 
Havard Humanitarian Initiative personnel in training and participating in an exercise to support 
medical emergencies that result from disaster, requiring a large-scale field response. 
 
MEMA’s Western Shelter Tent, which is available to local, state, and federal partners, provides a 
climate controlled environment that can be used for a variety of purposes, including as a field 
emergency operations center.  In addition to being climate controlled, during the recent exercises the 
tent provided lights and electrical capabilities that brought the “classroom to the field” rather than the 
need to bring the “field into the classroom”. MEMA’s Western Shelter Tent is stored in MEMA’s 
Mobile Field Tent Trailer (MFT) that also contains a Zumbro inflatable shelter/tent, portable gas 
generators, a portable heating/air-conditioning unit, tables, chairs, extension cords, and safety cones.  
 
MEMA has an extensive stockpile of deployable resources and personnel to assist local jurisdictions 
and state and federal agencies with field operations. In addition to the MFT, other assets include two 
Mobile Emergency Operations Centers (MEOCs), a Mobile Communications Support Trailer (MCST), 
a Mobile Satellite Trailer (MSAT), Mobile Generator Trailer (MGT), Mobile Field Staging Trailer 
(MFST), and Human and Animal Shelter Supply Trailers. The equipment, along with field personnel, 
possess technological, operational, and logistical capabilities to support a large variety of needs. 
These deployable resources can support training and exercises, planned events, and 
disaster/emergency incidents on a 24/7/365 basis. Contact a MEMA Regional Office or MEMA 
Headquarters Dispatch at 508-820-2000 to get more information or to request these deployable 
resources. 
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MEMA Field Deployment Highlights 
During April, in addition to the two deployments of the MFT, MEMA deployed field assets and personnel 
to support the following events across the Commonwealth:  

 April 7-8: MEMA supported Stockbridge during its Mercy Sunday event. A Mobile Emergency 
Operations Center (MEOC) was utilized as a unified command post by Stockbridge PD, 
Stockbridge FD, Stockbridge EMD and elected officials, MA State Police, Berkshire County 
Sheriff’s Department, County Ambulance and EMS, Berkshire Regional CERT, and Fairview 
Hospital. MEMA also provided cache radios to support communications interoperability at the 
event. 

 April 16: MEMA supported Lexington FD during their Patriot’s Day parade with cache radios. 

 April 16: MEMA supported Brookline during the Boston Marathon with a Mobile Emergency 
Operations Center. The MEOC was utilized as a unified command post during the race and it 
provided security camera video, tracking and MSP helicopter downlink capability to local 
officials. 

 April 21: MEMA supported Northampton during the Extravaganja Rally at the 3 County 
Fairgrounds. A MEOC was utilized as an incident command post and video surveillance 
platform. The incident command team was comprised of Northampton PD and FD, MA State 
Police, Amherst and Easthampton police. Cache radios were provided along with support for 
interoperable communications among public safety officials. 

 
 
MEMA’S Mission Statement 
MEMA is the state agency charged with ensuring the state is prepared to withstand, respond to, and 
recover from all types of emergencies and disasters, including natural hazards, accidents, deliberate 
attacks, and technological and infrastructure failures. MEMA is committed to an all hazards approach 
to emergency management.  By building and sustaining effective partnerships with federal, state and 
local government agencies, and with the private sector - - individuals, families, non-profits, and 
businesses - - MEMA ensures the Commonwealth’s ability to rapidly recover from large and small 
disasters by assessing and mitigating threats and hazards, enhancing preparedness, coordinating 
response operations, and strengthening our capacity to rebuild and recover. 
 
Follow MEMA For Important Emergency Information 
Twitter - www.twitter.com/MassEMA; Facebook - www.facebook.com/MassachusettsEMA; 
YouTube - www.youtube.com/MassachusettsEMA; MEMA Website – www.mass.gov/mema; 
Massachusetts Alerts app – www.mass.gov/mema/mobileapp 
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