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Ax Act concerning toll bridges in essex county.

Be it enacted, ^'c, as follows

:

Section 1. The county commissioners of the county of

Essex are hereby authorized and empowered to lay out as

and for highways the several bridges across Merrimack River,

known as Andover Bridge and Lawrence Bridge, in the city

of Lawrence ; Haverhill Bridge, between the towns of

Haverhill and Bradford ; Rock's Bridge, between the towns
of West Newbury and Haverhill ; Essex Merrimack Bridge,

between tlie towns of Amesbury and Newburyport ; New-
buryport Bridge, between the town of Salisbury and the city

of Newburyport ; Essex Bridge, between the city of Salem
and the town of Beverly, or any of them, as highways, in

the manner now provided by law for laying out highways :

proirided, Jtoivever, that said county commissioners shall not

lay out said Lawrence Bridge as a highway, without first

purchasing, or offering to purchase, said Andover Bridge,

according to the provisions of chapter two hundred and
sixty-five of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-

four.

Section 2. All damages which shall be sustained by the

proprietors of any of said bridges by such laying out, shall

be awarded and paid in the same manner as is now provided

by law for the assessment and payment of damages occasioned

by the laying out of highways.

Section 3. Said county commissioners may, out of the

moneys of said county, pay such proportion of the expense
of said laying out said several bridges, or any of them, as

in their judgment may be just and equitable.

Section 4. Upon the laying out of any of said bridges

as highways as aforesaid, the said county commissioners
shall determine and fix the relative proportions of expense
for maintaining, keeping in repair and supporting any of

said bridges, and for raising the draws in said bridges, if

any, to be borne by said county, and any of the cities and
towns lying near to, or contiguous to said bridges, or any of

tliem, as, in their judgment, may be just and equitable,

which said proportion of expense so determined upon by
said county commissioners, shall become obligatory upon
said county and upon said cities and towns as aforesaid, to

pay in the manner and at the times prescribed by said county

commissioners.

Section 5. Said county commissioners shall at all times

hereafter determine upon what terms and under what con-

ditions horse railroads may pass on, over and across any of
said bridges.
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Section 6. The several cities and towns in said county, cities and towns

or any of them, may contribute to said county towards the dnu^ages as m^a^J

payment of damages that may be awarded to the proprietors i^« agreed.

of said bridges, such proportion of said damages or such

sums as they may see lit, and may make agreements with

the said county commissioners as to the amount or propor-

tion, and as to the manner of payment thereof; and they

may make such agreements either before or after such
damages are awarded.

Section 7. Upon evidence satisfactory to the governor commonwealth

and council that any one of said bridges now or hereafter )a7d outfgover-

belonging to the Commonwealth has been laid out as a high- j'?.°^
*° proclaim

"way according to the provisions of this act, the governor
shall by his proclamation declare such bridge free; and venture of prop-

thereupon all the property of the Commonwealth in such
bridge and in the appurtenances thereto, shall vest in said

county and in said cities and towns contributing to the pay-

ment of damages in the laying out of such bridge as a high-

way ; and all funds in the treasury of the Commonwealth Funds of in state

on account of such bridge, shall be paid over to said county pa^idfcommisslon-

commissioners, and by them divided between said county "nVtowns"'^
and said cities and towns in proportion as said county and'

said cities and towns have paid and contributed towards the

expense of laying out such bridge as a highway as aforesaid.

Approved May 31, 1867.

An Act concerning the Connecticut river and the Vermont
p/,/yjj 297

AND MASSACHUSETTS RAILROAD COMPANIES. -T'

Be it enacted, i5'c., as follows :

Section 1. The Connecticut River Railroad Company May agree for

and the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad Company are "f part*ofT^

hereby authorized, by a vote of a majority in interest of the Vermont?'"^
*°

stockholders of said corporations, respectively, present and
voting at meetings duly called for that purpose, at any time
within four months from the passage of this act, to contract

and agree, each with the other, for a permanent lease of, or

a permanent right of way in common over that part of the

Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad lying within the state

of Vermont.
Section 2. The Connecticut River Railroad Company is c.r. co. may

hereby authorized to subscribe to the stock, or guarantee guarantee bonds

the bonds, to an amount not exceeding two hundred thou- tereTirSten"
sand dollars, of any railroad company which has been, or i^ne^through vt,

may hereafter be, chartered for the purpose of extending
the Connecticut River line through the states of Vermont
and New Hampshire : provided, that three-quarters in Proyisos.


