
1867.—Chapter 303. 697

Ax Act to trovide for inquests in cases o^ fire. Chap. 303
Be it enacted, ^r., as follows

:

Section 1. When property is destroyed by fire, and a upon complaint

complaint, within thirty days thereafter, is snbscribed and andcMtificatrof

sworn lo by any person before any police court, or any
^eror'^seiect'^"'

municipal court, or any trial iustice, alleR-incr that reasonable men, justice shaii

grounds exist for believnig that the tire was caused by

design, and a majority of the mayor and aldermen or select-

men of the city or town respectively in which said property

is situated certify in writing, that in their opinion the same
is a proper case for investigation, such court or justice shall

forthwith issue a warrant to a constable of the place where

the property was destroyed requiring him forthwith to sum-

mon six good and lawful men of the county to appear before

the court, or justice, at a time and place expressed in the

warrant, to inquire when and by what means the fire

originated ; which warrant shall be served and returned in warrant, how

the manner prescribed in section three of chapter one
^*"^'^'

hundred and seventy-five of the General Statutes ; and the

constables and jurors shall be subject to the penalties therein

specified for similar neglects. If any person so summoned
does not appear, the constable shall by order of the justice

or court, return some person from the, by-standers to complete

the number.
Section 2. The justice or court shall in view of the spot oatu of jurors.

on which the property was destroyed administer to the

persons thus summoned or returned the following oath

:

" You solemnly swear^ that you will diligently inquire and
true presentment make, on behalf of this Commonwealth,
when and by what means the fire which has here occurred

was caused, and that you will return a true inquest accord-

ing to your knowledge and such evidence as shall be laid

before you. So help you, God."
Section 3. The justice or court may issue subpoenas for witnesses, sub-

witnesses returnable forthwith at a time and place therein attenda^nce^o^

set forth. Their attendance may be enforced in like manner
as if they had been subpcenacd in behalf of the Common-
wealth.

Section 4. An oath to the following effect shall be oath of witnesses.

administered to such witnesses :
" You solemnly swear, that

the evidence which you shall give to the inquest, concern-

ing the origin of the fire of which inquiry is now to be made,
shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the

truth. So help you, God."
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Section 5. The testimony shall be reduced to writing by
the presiding justice, or some person bj his direction, and
subscribed by the witnesses.

Section 6. The jury after hearing the testimony and
making all needful inquiry, shall draw up and deliver to the

justice or court their inquisition under their hands, in which

they shall find and certily when and by what means the fire

was caused ; and said inquisition and testimony thus sub-

scribed shall within one week thereafter, be filed by the

magistrate with the clerk of the courts for the county, or in

the county of Suffolk with the clerk of the municipal court.

Section 7. The fees of the magistrate and the expenses

of the inquisition, shall be the same and be returned, audi-

ted, certified and paid in like manner as is provided for

coroners' inquests.

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 1, 1867.

An Act to authorize the treasurer and receiver-general to
issue currency bonds.

Be it enacted, Sfc, as follows:

Section 1. So much of the scrip of the Commonwealth,
which may hereafter be issued under and by virtue of the

provisions of chapter two hundred and twenty-six of the acts

of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, and subsequent

acts, having relation to the Troy and Greenfield Railroad

and Hoosac Tunnel, as the governor and council shall direct,

may be issued either as registered or coupon bonds for a

term not less than five years nor more than twenty years,

and shall bear interest at a rate not exceeding six per cent,

per annum, payable semi-annually on the first day of April

and October in each year, the principal and interest payable

in the lawful money of the United States : provided, Iioiv-

ever, that such scrip issued for a longer term than five years

shall be redeemable at any time after the expiration of five

years at the option of the Commonwealth.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 3, 1867.

An Act concerning the salaries of certain officers.

Be it enacted, Sfc, as folloios:

Section 1. The clerks of the senate and of the house

of representatives and the sergeant-at-arms shall receive an
annual salary of twenty-five hundred dollars each, payable

as now provided by law, and from the first day of January
last.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 1, 1867.


