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Chap. 410 An Act to establish certain rules for the construction of
REPEALING STATUTES.

Be it enacted, cVc, as follows

:

111 the construction of all statutes hereafter enacted, the

following rules shall be observed, unless such construction

would be repugnant to the express terms of the same stat-

ute, that is to say :

First. The repeal of an act or resolve shall not revive

any statute in force before the act or resolve repealed took
effect.

Second. The repeal of an act shall not affect any punish-
ment, penalty or forfeiture incurred before the repeal takes

effect, or any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the

time of the repeal for an offence committed or for the recov-

ery of a penalty or forfeiture incurred, under the act re-

pealed. Approved June 17, 1869.

Chap. 411 -^N Act to AUTHORIZE CITIES AND TOWNS TO TAKE LAND FOR CER-
TAIN PUBLIC USES.

Be it enacted, Sj'c, as follows :

Section 1. The city council of any city and the inhabi-

tants of any town, at a town meeting duly held for that pur-
pose, may select and take any parcel or parcels of land
within the limits of such city or town, not appropriated to

public uses, as a place for the erection of a city or town hall,

for the use of such city or town, or for the enlargement of

any existing city or town hall lot ; but no lot so taken or en-

larged shall exceed in extent one acre. The city or town
shall, within sixty days after such taking, file for record in

the registry of deeds for the county or district in which the

land is situated, a description of the land so taken, as cer-

tain as is required in a common conveyance of land, and a
statement of the purpose for which such lands were taken,

which description and statement shall bo signed by the

mayor of the city or by the selectmen of the town, or a
major part thereof; and the title of land so taken shall vest

in such city or town from the time of the filing of said de-

scription and statement.

Section 2. All damages sustained by any person by rea-

son of the taking of any land for the purposes aforesaid,

shall be paid by the city or town ; and if the mayor and al-

dermen or the selectmen shall fail to agree upon such dam-
ages with the owner of such land, the same may be assessed

and determined by a jury in the manner provided by law in

the case of the laying out of city or town ways, respectively
;

and application for a jury may be made at any time w^ithin

three years after said description and statement shall be re-
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corded as above provided. If the damages so awarded shall costs.

exceed the amount which the city or town may have tend-

ered him as compensation before the filing of his application

for a jury, the owner shall recover his costs in the proceed-

ings for such assessment ; otherwise the city or town shall

recover costs.

Section 3. Any parcel of land, taken under authority Land to revert
• * to owiiGr unless

of this act, shall revert to the owner, or his heirs or assigns, enclosed, &c.,

unless a city or town hall shall be erected thereon, or unless year^*'^'^^^

the same shall be enclosed and devoted to the enlargement

of an existing city or town hall lot, within three years after

the recording of the description and statement above pro-

vided.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 17, 1869.

An Act to authorize the town of franklin to pay to Joseph Chap. 412
p. conant, the sum of three hundred dollars.

Be il enacted, ifc, as follows ;

The town of Franklin is hereby authorized to pay to Jiay pay Joseph

Joseph P. Conant the sum of three hundred dollars, pursu- imncu-ed doi-

ant to a vote passed by said town on the seventeenth of
^"^^'^'

April, in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine.

Approved June 17, 1869.

An Act to confirm the deed of jemima easton to priscilla CAaw. 413
freeman.

Be it enacted, §'c., as follows

:

Section 1. The deed of Jemima Easton to Priscilla Free- confirmation of

man, bearing date the fourth day of December, in the year

eighteen hundred and sixty-three, recorded in the registry

of deeds for the county of Dukes, book forty-one, at page

two hundred and nine, shall have the same force and eifect

as if the husband of the said Jemima Easton had joined

witli her in said conveyance.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 17, 1869.

An Act to authorize the town of attleborough to take stock Chap. 414
in the north attleborough branch railroad company. ^

Be it enacted, ;Vc., as follows ;

Section 1. The town of Attleborough is hereby author- May take stock

ized, when so voting at a legal town meeting duly called for i!J)roughBranch

the purpose, to subscribe for and hold shares in the capital i^'^iiro'^'^-

stock of the North Attleborough Branch Railroad Company,
to an amount not exceeding five per centum of the assessed

valuation of the said town ; and said town may pay for such

shares so voted to be taken, out of its treasury, and is hereby
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