
1871.— Chapters 393, 394 755

for a less sum to be actually paid in cash than the par value

thereof.

Section 4. So much of chapter one hundred and seventy- Repeal ofincon-

nine of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy sionTiu^ib7ol

as is inconsistent with the provisions of this act is hereby ^''•*'

repealed ; and said act is so amended that any corporation Amendment,

duly authorized to increase its capital stock may sell its

shares at public auction for the benefit of the corporation

:

provided, that no share shall be sold or issued for a less sum Proviso,

to be actually paid in cash than the par value thereof.

Section 5. This act shall take effect on the first of

August next. Approved May 26, 1871.

An Act to amend chapter two hundred and sixty-four of the QJian. 393
ACTS OF THE YEAR EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE, RELA- -^'

TIVE TO THE DISTRICT COURTS OF NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN
BERKSHIRE.

Be it enacted, Sfc, as follows :

Section one of chapter two hundred and sixty-four of the :i\,™*^"^f !",*
*°

acts 01 the year eighteen hundred and seventy-one is hereby

amended by striking out from the fourth and fifth lines the

words, "the judgment of the court" and inserting in lieu

thereof the words " the amount claimed in the writ."

Apjyroved May 26, 1871.

An Act to establish a better system of police. Chan. 394
Be it enacted, Sfc, as follows :

Section 1. The governor, with the advice and consent Three police

., , 1,° . , T . . commissioners
01 the council, shall appoint three police commissioners, to to be appointed

hold office, one for one year, one for two years and one for andcouncST.

three years from the first day of July in the year one thou-

sand eight hundred and seventy-one, and annually after

said first day of July shall appoint one such commissioner,

who shall hold office for the term of three years, and when-
ever a vacancy occurs the governor and council shall fill the

unexpired term.

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the said commissioners commissioners

to appoint constables of the Commonwealth, not exceeding staWes'of^thT'

seventy, as in their judgment may be required to faithfully notTxceeto"'^
execute the criminal laws of the Commonwealth. And seventy,

said commissioners shall see to it that these officers are vigi-

lant and faithful in the discharge of their duties. They
shall listen to any complaints that may be made to them
against said constables as to their maladministration or neg-

lect of duty, give them a speedy hearing and continue or

revoke their cominissions, as in their judgment justice and
equity may require. They shall have power to make all
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Compensation
of commission-
ers and allow-
ance for travel-

ling expenses.

Chief of the
force.

Powers and
duties of con-
stables.

Compensation
of constables
$1,L'00 a year,
and travelling
expenses.

Fees and emol-
uments receiv-
ed by constables
to be paid into
the treasury.

Commissioners
to meet at least
once a month.

— to make an-
nual report to
the governor
and councU.

needful rules and regulations for the proper government of

the constables appointed under this section.

Section 3. The compensation of said commissioners
shall be five dollars per day when employed in the discharge

of their duties, with their actual travelling expenses ; but
such compensation shall not exceed the sum of five hundred
dollars per annum for each commissioner exclusive of travel-

ling expenses. They shall designate and appoint one of the

force provided for by section two of this act, as chief thereof

and who shall have the command and direction of all tlie

constables, subject to such rules and orders as the commis-
sioners shall from time to time determine, and who shall

receive an annual salary of three thousand dollars. He shall

have an office in the city of Boston at such place as the

commissioners approve.

Section 4. The said constables shall have and exercise

all the common law and statutory powers of constables,

except the service of civil process, and also all the powers

heretofore given to the constable of the Commonwealth or

his deputies by the statutes of the Commonwealth, and their

powers as constables shall extend throughout the Common-
wealth. And the said constables shall at all times obey all

orders of tlie governor in relation to the preservation of the

public peace, or the execution of the laws throughout the

Commonwealth, and it shall be their duty to see that the

laws of the Commonwealtli are observed and enforced.

Section 5. Each of said constables except the chief shall

be paid monthly out of the treasury of the Commonwealth
at the rate of twelve liundred dollars per annum, together

with their actual travelling expenses, all fees which under

the laws of the Commonwealth the said constables would be

entitled to receive shall be paid into the treasury. All other

compensation and emoluments received by them shall be

paid over by them into the treasury and no salary shall be

paid to any deputy until such deputy has made oath that he

has paid over all such compensation and emolument. The
accounts of said constables shall be verified by their affida-

vits and approved by the board of commissioners hereby

appointed. The governor is hereby authorized to draw his

warrant upon the treasury for the pay of said commissioners

and constables.

Section 6. The said commissioners shall meet at least

once a month, and oftener when in their judgment the pub-

lic interest requires it. They shall by the thirty-first of

December in each year, report to the governor and council,

in writing, a particular account of the doings of the force
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under their charge, for the twelve months preceding said

report.

Section 7. The governor shall have power at all times, Governor may

in any emergency, of which he shall be the judge, to assume mand'of pouce

command of the whole or any part of the municipal, police
^nd'autilorize

and constabulary force in any place, and to authorize the ciiief constable
,.- ,, •' T ,^ • • , '.1 .• to command

chief constable to command their assistance in the execution their assistance.

of criminal process, in suppressing riots, and in preserving

the peace.

Section 8. Whoever shall corruptly give, offer or prom- Penalty for

ise to any officer, appointed under the provisions of this act, temptfng^o^

'

any gift or gratuity whatever, with intent to induce such
st'lbfe?'

'^°'^'

officer to refuse or neglect faithfully and impartially to per-

form any of the duties of his office, shall be punished by

imprisonment in the state prison not exceeding five years,

or by fine not exceeding three thousand dollars, and im-

prisonment in the jail or house of correction not exceeding

one year.

Section 9. Any officer appointed under the provisions Penalty for re-

„ ,, . , , , •'„ T^
, .n. 1. 'i.

ceiving a bribe.
of this act who shall corruptly accept a gitt or gratuity, or

a promise to make a gift or to do an act beneficial to him,

as an inducement to refuse or neglect faithfully and impar-

tially to perform any of the duties of his office, shall forfeit

his office, be forever disqualified to hold any public office,

trust or appointment under the constitution or laws of this

state, and be punished by imprisonment in the state prison

not exceeding ten years, or by fine not exceeding five thou-

sand dollars, and imprisonment in the jail or house of cor-

rection not exceeding two years. And when it shall be constable to

made to appear to said commissioners that such officer has fo/vfoiinmi'lf

been guilty of a violation of any of the criminal laws of the ^'^y
c-immai

Commonwealth he shall be immediately discharged from
office and prosecuted by complaint or indictment for the al-

leged offence.

Section 10. Chapter two hundred and forty-nine of the Repeal,

acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-five, entitled an
act to establish a state police, and all acts and parts of acts

inconsistent with this act are hereby repealed ; but such re-

peal shall not affect any case pending in court or commenced
before the passage of this act. And the authority of the

constable of the Commonwealth is continued so far as it may
be necessary to complete the final disposition of any such
case.

Section 11. So much of this act as relates to the ap- -vnien to take

pointment of commissioners, shall take effect upon its pas- ^^'^*^**

sage, and the act shall take effect upon the first day of July

next. Approved May 26, 1871.


