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An Act in addition to an act to authorize the county com-
(Jfidj)^ 132

MISSIONERS OF HAMPDEN COUNTY TO CONSTRUCT TWO DIKES IN
"'

THE TOWN OF WEST SPRINGFIELD.

Be it enacted., tVc, as follows:

Section 1. For the purpose of protectins; and maintaining County com-

,, iiTii-iT -1 •• pji 1
missioners may

the southerly dike built under the provisions oi the above- change course

named act, the county commissioners of Hampden county Kiv1'rfo^r^i?Jo-

are hereby authorized and directed to change the course and taction of dike,

channel of the Agawam River, from some convenient point

above the said dike so that the said river shall flow through

or near the old bed, so called, in the town of Agawam, and
for the purpose aforesaid are hereby authorized and em-
powered to erect and maintain a dam across said river, and
dig and excavate a new channel therefor, and also to take,

use and appropriate all the land, soil and earth necessary to

be used or occupied in the construction of the said dam and
channel.

Section 2. Before proceeding to locate said dam, channel Jo give notice

and the land to be used and taken as aforesaid, the said ested.

county commissioners shall cause notice to be published for

two successive weeks in some newspaper printed in said

county of the time when, and the place where, they will meet
to hear the parties interested, and to fix and determine the

location aforesaid.

Section 3. As soon as may be after locating said dam, to tiie descrip-

channel and land to be taken as aforesaid, the said commis- registry of

sioners shall cause a description thereof sufficiently accurate '^*^*^'^^-

for identification to be filed in the office of the register of

deeds for said county, and the same shall be entered of

record by the said register.

Section 4. At the time of fixing upon the location afore- Estimate and

said the said commissioners shall estimate, determine and ages.

award the damages occasioned to any person in his property,

by reason of the taking and using his land for the purpose
aforesaid, and they shall cause notice of their estimate and
award to be given to the parties interested by filing a copy
thereof in the offices of the town clerks of Agawam and
West Springfield.

Section 5. Within two months after the filing the notice Parties ag-

mentioned in the preceding section and not otherwise, any Ippiy^forYury.

person aggrieved by the doings of said commissioners in the

awarding or failing to award damages as aforesaid, may
apply for a jury to revise the same, such application shall

be made in like manner, and the proceedings thereon shall be

the same as in the case of a jury summoned to revise the
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doings of the county commissioners in awarding damages
for laying out, altering, widening or discontinuing highways.
Such application shall contain a specification of the objection

made to the determination of the county commissioners, to

v/hich specification the party shall be confined at the trial.

If, at the hearing, the jury do not increase the damages,
the charge and costs incurred by reason of the application,

shall be paid by the persons recognizing for costs ; otherwise

by the town of West Springfield.

Section 6. The said county commissioners shall, upon
the completion of said dam and channel, if practicable, lay

out and construct a highway across the same, and connect

the same with some highway in the town of West Spring-

field, for the use of the land cut off by said channel ; the

same to be laid out in the same manner as is now provided

by law for the laying out of highways by the county commis-
sioners, except that the whole expense thereof shall be paid

by the town of West Springfield, in the manner hereinafter

provided.

Section 7. All the costs and expenses incurred under
the provisions of this act, including all land damages assessed

or determined as herein before provided, shall, in the first

instance, be paid by the town of West Springfield ; and all

the sums so paid shall be taken to be a part of the expense

of maintaining and repairing said dike, and shall be borne

in the same proportions and by the same parties, and be

assessed and collected in the same manner as is provided in

chapter eighty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and
sixty-eight, to which this is in addition.

Section 8. After the said dam and channel are com-
pleted, they shall be maintained by the said county commis-
sioners, the expense thereof to be paid in the manner and
by the parties made liable by the preceding section for the

costs and expenses of constructing the same.

Section 9. If the said county commissioners shall be of

the opinion that the said dike can be suitably protected, and
with greater economy, by the construction of the channel

without the dam, or by the erection of piers or other works
or structures in or upon the banks of the said river, they

may construct the same instead of said dam and channel,

and all proceedings shall be had therein, (so far as appli-

cable,) and with the same effect, as is herein before provided

in case of the construction of said dam and channel.

Section 10. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 23, 1872.


